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Introduction 
 

 

The following short book discusses some Roots of Good Behaviour 

namely: Upholding the Sanctity of Allah, the Exalted, Respect for the 

Guides of Humanity, High Aspirations, Good Service to All and Showing 

Gratitude.  

 

 

Implementing the lessons discussed will aid a Muslim to Achieve Noble 

Character. According to the Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 

2003, the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, 

has advised that the heaviest thing in the Scales of Judgment Day will 

be Noble Character. It is one of qualities of the Holy Prophet 

Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, which Allah, the Exalted, 

complimented in Chapter 68 Al Qalam, Verse 4 of the Holy Quran: 

 

 

“And indeed, you are of a great moral character.” 

 

 

Therefore, it is a duty on all Muslims to gain and act on the teachings of 

the Holy Quran and the traditions of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, 

peace and blessings be upon him, in order to Achieve Noble Character. 

 



Roots of Good Behaviour 
 

 

Upholding the Sanctity of Allah (SWT) 
 

 

First Point 
 

 

The root of this is being sincere to Allah, the Exalted. 

 

 

In a Hadith found in Sahih Muslim number 196, the Holy Prophet 

Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, advised that Islam is 

sincerity towards Allah, the Exalted. 

 

 

Sincerity towards Allah, the Exalted, includes fulfilling all the duties given 

by Him in the form of commands and prohibitions, solely for His 

pleasure. As confirmed in a Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari, number 1, all 

will be judged by their intention. So if one is not sincere towards Allah, 

the Exalted, when performing good deeds they will gain no reward in this 

world or in the next. In fact, according to a Hadith found in Jami At 

Tirmidhi, number 3154, those who performed insincere deeds will be told 

on Judgement Day to seek their reward from those who they acted for, 

which will not be possible. Chapter 98 Al Bayyinah, verse 5. 

 



 

"And they were not commanded except to worship Allah, [being] sincere 

to Him in religion....." 

 

 

If one is lax in fulfilling their duties towards Allah, the Exalted, it proves a 

lack of sincerity. Therefore, they should sincerely repent and struggle to 

fulfil them all. It is important to bear in mind Allah, the Exalted, never 

burdens one with duties they cannot perform or handle. Chapter 2 Al 

Baqarah, verse 286. 

 

 

"Allah does not charge a soul except [with that within] its capacity...." 

 

 

Being sincere towards Allah, the Exalted, means that one should always 

choose His pleasure over the pleasure of themself and others. A Muslim 

should always give priority to those actions which are for the sake of 

Allah, the Exalted, over all else. One should love others and dislike their 

sins for the sake of Allah, the Exalted, and not for the sake of their own 

desires. When they help others or refuse to take part in sins it should be 

for the sake of Allah, the Exalted. The one who adopts this mentality has 

perfected their faith. This is confirmed in a Hadith found in Sunan Abu 

Dawud, number 4681. 



Upholding the Sanctity of Allah (SWT) 

 

 

Second Point 
 

 

Allah, the Exalted, is the One who possesses all sovereignty which is 

free of all defects. It is a sovereignty which has no beginning, no end, no 

reduction and no limit. Allah, the Exalted, has complete and total control 

over the creation through management and judgment without any 

limitations, partners or helpers. The King cannot be hindered or 

prevented from carrying out His will. 

 

 

By accepting Allah, the Exalted, as the only King a muslim indirectly 

accepts their servanthood to Him. Therefore, they must fulfil all His 

commands and avoid all His prohibitions. A true servant never questions 

the wise decisions of the King and instead submits with full trust to His 

choices knowing that the wise King only decrees the best for His 

servant. Chapter 2 Al Baqarah, verse 216: 

 

 

“…But perhaps you hate a thing and it is good for you; and perhaps you 

love a thing and it is bad for you. And Allah knows, while you know not.” 

 

 

When a muslim recognises Allah, the Exalted, as the King they will not 

turn to another when seeking help and instead only seek His support 

through sincere obedience to Him. They will always remember if they 



obey the King He will protect them from the creation. But if they obey the 

creation over Allah, the Exalted, the creation will not be able to protect 

them from the punishment of the only King. This is indicated in a Hadith 

of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, 

found in Sunan Abu Dawud, number 2625. He declared that there is no 

obedience to the creation if it leads to the disobedience of the Creator.  

 

 

A muslim should adopt this characteristic according to their status by 

purifying their inner spiritual king namely, the spiritual heart through 

acting on the knowledge found within the Holy Quran and the traditions 

of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him. This 

will cause their servants meaning, their bodily limbs, to obey their 

spiritual heart in acts of righteousness. The Holy Prophet Muhammad, 

peace and blessings be upon him, has advised in a Hadith found in 

Sahih Muslim, number 4094, that if the spiritual heart is pure the rest of 

the body will be pure but if the spiritual heart is corrupt the whole body 

will become corrupt. One should not become a slave of their evil desires 

and instead become a true king which controls their desires according to 

the teachings of Islam.  

 

 

Whoever perfects this will be given a spiritual kingdom in both worlds. 

The ultimate destination of the one who fulfils the rights of the King by 

perfecting servanthood has been mentioned in the Holy Quran. They will 

be granted a high station in the presence of the only Omnipotent King. 

Chapter 54 Al Qamar, verse 55: 

 

 

“In a seat of honour near a Sovereign, Perfect in Ability.” 



Upholding the Sanctity of Allah (SWT) 

 

 

Third Point 
 

 

Allah, the Exalted, is tremendous in attributes and essence beyond the 

perception and understanding of all.  

 

 

The one who understands this divine name will observe all things which 

are not connected to Allah, the Exalted, as small and insignificant. The 

commands and prohibitions of Allah, the Exalted, will be tremendous in 

their sight so they hasten in obedience to Allah, the Exalted, by fulfilling 

His commands, refraining from His prohibitions and by facing destiny 

with patience while putting aside all things which can hinder them in this 

task.  

 

 

A muslim should act on this divine name by adopting humility as all are 

humbled before the Greatness of Allah, the Exalted. They should 

demonstrate humility towards Allah, the Exalted, and towards the 

creation without showing signs of weakness. In fact, according to a 

Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 2029, whoever humbles 

themself for the sake of Allah, the Exalted, will be raised by Him. A 

muslim should also make their aspirations tremendous by only acting for 

the pleasure of Allah, the Exalted, and nothing else so that they reach a 

tremendous station in the presence of an Omnipotent King. Chapter 54 

Al Qamar, verse 55: 

 



 

“In a seat of honour near a Sovereign, Perfect in Ability.” 

 

 

 

 



Upholding the Sanctity of Allah (SWT) 

 

 

Fourth Point 
 

 

The divine essence and attributes of Allah, the Exalted, are infinitely high 

and beyond the reach and comprehension of the entire creation. The 

one who understands this divine name will only obey Allah, the Exalted, 

as nothing has a higher authority, power or control than Him.  

 

 

A muslim must act on this divine name by raising their aims and 

aspirations so they go beyond this material world and are instead 

directed towards the hereafter. Higher still is the aspiration which is fully 

focused on Allah, the Exalted, and nothing else. A muslim should also 

act on this divine name by raising their moral character so that they 

surpass bad and base character thereby following in the footsteps of the 

Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him. Chapter 

68 Al Qalam, verse 4: 

 

 

“And indeed, you are of a great moral character.” 

 

 

This noble character should be shown both to Allah, the Exalted, through 

sincere obedience to Him, which involves fulfilling His commands, 

refraining from His prohibitions and by facing destiny with patience and it 



must be shown to people by treating them how one desires to be treated 

by people.  

 

 



Upholding the Sanctity of Allah (SWT) 

 

 

Fifth Point 
 

 

Allah, the Exalted, is the One who over powers all things, who in reality 

is the only One who possesses power and might. Anyone else who 

possesses strength only does so because Allah, the Exalted, granted it 

to them. There is no atom in this world or in the next that can escape the 

power and authority of Allah, the Exalted.  

 

 

As all power belongs to Allah, the Exalted, a muslim should therefore 

always remember that the strength to perform righteous deeds and 

refrain from sins comes from Allah, the Exalted, alone. This will remove 

any chance of pride creeping into their heart. An atom’s worth of which is 

enough to take a person to Hell. This is confirmed in a Hadith found in 

Sahih Muslim, number 266. 

  

 

Whoever desires for their faith to become mighty must obey the All 

Mighty, Allah, the Exalted. Only then will they be granted strong faith 

which will aid them to overcome all difficulties so that they leave this 

world while Allah, the Exalted, is pleased with them. True obedience 

only lies in following the footsteps of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, 

peace and blessings be upon him. This includes fulfilling the commands 

of Allah, the Exalted, refraining from His prohibitions and facing destiny 

with patience. Chapter 3 Alee Imran, verse 31: 

 



 

“Say, [O Muhammad], "If you should love Allah, then follow me, [so] 

Allah will love you and forgive you your sins.” 

 

 

Truly Knowing Allah, the Exalted, is All Mighty should prevent a muslim 

from sinning. As they should know there is no way to escape the might 

of Allah, the Exalted. In addition, when a muslim engraves this divine 

name into their heart it prevents them from committing oppression and 

wronging others. They become fully aware that even if there is no 

person powerful enough to seek justice from them Allah, the Exalted, will 

certainly take them to account and punish them in both worlds. As 

confirmed in a Hadith found in Sahih Muslim, number 6579, oppression 

to others may cause the All Mighty, Allah, the Exalted, to hurl them into 

Hell on Judgment Day. 

 

 

 



Upholding the Sanctity of Allah (SWT) 

 

 

Sixth Point 
 

 

All praise is only for Allah, the Exalted, as He created and continuously 

sustains the entire creation within the Heavens and Earth without any 

progeny, partner, or helper. His kindness in the form of countless 

blessings, such as faith, to the creation has no limits. Chapter 16 An 

Nahl, verse 18: 

 

 

"And if you should count the favors of Allah, you could not enumerate 

them...." 

 

 

Therefore, the creation should constantly praise Him through sincere 

obedience by fulfilling His commands, refraining from His prohibitions 

and by facing destiny with patience.   

 

 

Allah, the Exalted, is worthy of all praise, as He is full of perfection in 

terms of attributes and characteristics which are free from all 

shortcomings. This is still true even if He did not bestow any blessings 

on the creation. In addition, praising Allah, the Exalted, with the tongue 

and actions by using the blessings He has granted in ways pleasing to 

Him is a means to increase the blessings one receives. Chapter 14 

Ibrahim, verse 7: 



 

 

"And [remember] when your Lord proclaimed, 'If you are grateful, I will 

surely increase you [in favor]..." 

 

 

A Muslim should praise Allah, the Exalted, as much as possible as it is 

has been declared the best supplication by the Holy Prophet 

Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, in a Hadith found in 

Sunan Ibn Majah, number 3800. In addition, this verse reminds mankind 

that whatever praise-worthy quality a person observes in the creation or 

within themself is only possible because Allah, the Exalted, granted it. 

Therefore, all praise returns and solely belongs to Allah, the Exalted.  

 

 

 



Upholding the Sanctity of Allah (SWT) 

 

 

Seventh Point 
 

 

Allah, the Exalted, is the Lord of the Worlds as He is the Creator and 

Sustainer of the entire universe. He has full control over every single 

entity from the smallest atom to the largest creation such as the divine 

throne. Except for a few members of the creation every atom in 

existence recognises and acknowledges this great fact and thus 

continuously praises Allah, the Exalted. Chapter 17 Al Isra, verse 44: 

 

 

"The seven heavens and the earth and whatever is in them exalt Him. 

And there is not a thing except that it exalts [Allah] by His praise, but you 

do not understand their [way of] exalting..." 

 

 

No creature has the power to free themself of His Lordship whether they 

believe in Him or not. His Lordship has no equivalent as it includes all of 

creation. It has no beginning, no end and no decline in authority or 

control. Allah, the Exalted, in His infinite knowledge knew the weakness 

of the creation in praising Him, according to His infinite status, so out of 

mercy He declared how to praise Him in this verse. Otherwise, how can 

a finite creature praise the Creator, according to His infinite status, 

without aid from Allah, the Exalted? This has been confirmed in a Hadith 

found in Sunan Abu Dawud, number 879.  

 



 

As Allah, the Exalted, is the Lord of the universe He must be obeyed and 

never disobeyed. A Muslim must only be obedient to others when it 

involves the obedience of Allah, the Exalted. Acknowledging the 

Lordship of Allah, the Exalted, includes acknowledging one's 

servanthood to Him. This in itself is a clear declaration that a Muslim 

must not chart their own course in life but they must simply adhere to the 

commands of their Lord, Allah, the Exalted. Therefore, a Muslim should 

never declare their servanthood to Allah, the Exalted, by declaring His 

Lordship through their words and then contradict their declaration 

through their actions. Chapter 26 Ash Shu'ara, verses 23-24: 

 

 

"Pharaoh said: "And who is this Lord of the Universe? Moses answered: 

"The Lord of the heavens and the earth and of all that is between them, 

if you were only to believe."" 

 



Upholding the Sanctity of Allah (SWT) 

 

 

Eighth Point 
 

 

As Allah, the Exalted, is the Lord of the worlds it means that He owns 

the entire creation. When a Muslim understands that they are owned by 

Allah, the Exalted, and every blessing whether internal such as their five 

senses or external such as wealth are also owned by Allah, the Exalted, 

it becomes easier to use the blessings they possess in ways pleasing to 

Allah, the Exalted. The major reason why people misuse their blessings 

is because they have falsely believed that they own the blessings so 

they therefore can use them according to their own desires. This verse 

reminds Muslims that all blessings belong to Allah, the Exalted, and 

therefore they must be used in accordance to His commands. The one 

who understands this will use their blessings correctly whereas the one 

who fails to understand this will not. 

 

 

In reality, in most cases nothing in this material world in itself is good or 

bad, such as wealth. What makes a thing good or bad is the way it is 

used. It is important to understand that the very purpose of everything 

which was created by Allah, the Exalted, was for it to be used correctly 

according to the teachings of Islam. When something is not used 

correctly it in reality becomes useless. For example, wealth is useful in 

both worlds when it is used correctly such as being spent on the 

necessities of a person and their dependents. But it can become useless 

and even a curse for its bearer if it is not used correctly, such as being 

hoarded or spent on sinful things. Simply hoarding wealth causes wealth 

to lose value. How can paper and metal coins one tucks away be 



useful? In this respect, there is no difference between a blank piece of 

paper and a note of money. It is only useful when it is used correctly.  

 

 

So if a Muslim desires all their worldly possessions to become a blessing 

for them in both worlds all they have to do is use them correctly 

according to the teachings found in the Holy Quran and the traditions of 

the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him. But if 

they use them incorrectly then the same blessing will become a burden 

and curse for them in both worlds. It is as simple as that.  

 
 



Respect for the Guides of Humanity 
 

 

First Point 
 

 

In a Hadith found in Sahih Muslim number 196, the Holy Prophet 

Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, advised that Islam is 

sincerity towards the Holy Quran and the Holy Prophet Muhammad, 

peace and blessings be upon him. 

 

 

Sincerity towards the Holy Quran includes having deep respect and love 

for the words of Allah, the Exalted. This sincerity is proven when one 

fulfils the three aspects of the Holy Quran. The first is to recite it correctly 

and regularly. The second is to understand its teachings through a 

reliable source and teacher. The final aspect is to act on the teachings of 

the Holy Quran with the aim of pleasing Allah, the Exalted. The sincere 

muslim gives priority to acting on its teachings over acting on their 

desires which contradict the Holy Quran. Modelling one’s character on 

the Holy Quran is the sign of true sincerity towards the book of Allah, the 

Exalted. This is the tradition of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and 

blessings be upon him, which is confirmed in a Hadith found in Sunan 

Abu Dawud, number 1342.  

 

 

The next thing mentioned in the main Hadith under discussion is 

sincerity towards the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be 

upon him. This includes striving to acquire knowledge in order to act on 

his traditions. These traditions include the ones related to Allah, the 



Exalted, in the form of worship, and his blessed noble character towards 

the creation. Chapter 68 Al Qalam, verse 4: 

 

 

"And indeed, you are of a great moral character." 

 

 

It includes to accept his commands and prohibitions at all times. This 

has been made a duty by Allah, the Exalted. Chapter 59 Al Hashr, verse 

7: 

 

 

"...And whatever the Messenger has given you - take; and what he has 

forbidden you - refrain from..." 

 

 

Sincerity includes to give priority to his traditions over the actions of 

anyone else as all paths to Allah, the Exalted, are closed except the path 

of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him. 

Chapter 3 Alee Imran, verse 31: 

 

 

"Say, [O Muḥammad], "If you should love Allah, then follow me, [so] 

Allah will love you and forgive you your sins..."  

 

 

One must love all those who supported him during his life and after his 

passing, whether they are from his Family or his Companions, may Allah 



be pleased with them all. Supporting those who walk on his path and 

teach his traditions is a duty on those who desire to be sincere to him. 

Sincerity also includes loving those who love him and disliking those 

who criticise him irrespective, of one’s relationship with these people. 

This is all summarised in a single Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari, number 

16. It advises that a person cannot have true faith until they love Allah, 

the Exalted, and the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be 

upon him, more than the entire creation. This love must be shown 

through actions not just words.   

 

 

 



Respect for the Guides of Humanity 

 

 

Second Point 
 

 

In a Hadith found in Sunan Abu Dawud, number 4606, the Holy Prophet 

Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, warned that any matter 

which is not based on Islam will be rejected.  

 

 

If muslims desire lasting success in both worldly and religious matters 

they must strictly adhere to the teachings of the Holy Quran and the 

traditions of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon 

him. Even though, certain actions which are not directly taken from these 

two sources of guidance can still be considered a righteous deed it is 

important to prioritize these two sources of guidance over all else. 

Because the fact is that the more one acts on things which are not taken 

from these two sources even if it is a righteous deed the less they will 

act on these two sources of guidance. An obvious example is how many 

muslims have adopted cultural practices into their lives which do not 

have a foundation in these two sources of guidance. Even if these 

cultural practices are not sins they have preoccupied muslims from 

learning and acting on these two sources of guidance as they feel 

satisfied with their behaviour. This leads to ignorance of the two sources 

of guidance which in turn will only lead to misguidance.  

 

 

This is why a muslim must learn and act on these two sources of 

guidance which have been established by the leaders of guidance and 



only then act on other voluntary righteous deeds if they have the time 

and energy to do so. But if they choose ignorance and made up 

practices even if they are not sins over learning and acting on these two 

sources of guidance they will not achieve success.  

 

 



Respect for the Guides of Humanity 

 

 

Third Point 
 

 

This involves sincerely obeying and following the Holy Quran and the 

traditions of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon 

him. 

 

 

Muslims should not follow and adopt the customary practices of non-

muslims. The more muslims do this the less they will follow the 

teachings of the Holy Quran and the traditions of the Holy Prophet 

Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him. This is quite evident in 

this day and age as many muslims have adopted the cultural practices 

of other nations which has caused them to become distant from the 

teachings of Islam. For example, one only needs to observe the modern 

muslim wedding to observe how many non-muslim cultural practices 

have been adopted by muslims. What makes this worse is that many 

muslims cannot differentiate between Islamic practices based on the 

Holy Quran and traditions of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and 

blessings be upon him, and the cultural practices of non-muslims. 

Because of this non-muslims cannot differentiate between them either 

which has caused great problems for Islam. For example, honour killings 

is a cultural practice which has nothing to do with Islam yet because of 

the ignorance of muslims and their habit of adopting non-muslim cultural 

practices Islam is blamed every time an honour killing occurs in society. 

The Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, 

removed the social barriers in the form of casts and brotherhoods in 

order to unite people yet ignorant muslims have resurrected them by 

adopting the cultural practices of non-muslims. Simply put, the more 



cultural practices muslims adopt the less they will act on the Holy Quran 

and the traditions of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings 

be upon him. 

 



Respect for the Guides of Humanity 

 

 

Fourth Point 
 

 

A sign of truly loving Allah, the Exalted, and the Holy Prophet 

Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, is to love all those who 

love Allah, the Exalted, and the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and 

blessings be upon him, for the sake of Allah, the Exalted, even if this 

contradicts one's personal opinion about them. This love includes those 

who proclaim love through their words and more importantly through 

their actions. For example, it is obvious to all that all the household of 

the Holy Prophet Muhammad, may Allah be pleased with them, all the 

Companions, may Allah be pleased with them, and the righteous 

predecessors possessed this true love. So loving each of them is a duty 

upon the one who claims love for Allah, the Exalted, and the Holy 

Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him. This has been 

proven through many Hadiths such as the one found in Sahih Bukhari, 

number 17. It advises that love for the helpers of the Holy Prophet 

Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, meaning, the residents 

of the Holy city of Medina is a part of faith and hatred for them is a sign 

of hypocrisy. In another Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 3862, 

the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, has 

clearly warned muslims not to criticize any of the Companions, may 

Allah be pleased with them, as loving them is a sign of loving the Holy 

Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, and hating 

them is a sign of hating the Holy Prophet, peace and blessings be upon 

him, and Allah, the Exalted. This person will not succeed unless they 

sincerely repent. The Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be 

upon him, mentioned a similar statement regarding his blessed 

household, may Allah  be pleased with them, in a Hadith found in Sunan 

Ibn Majah, number 143. 



 

 

If a muslim unjustifiably criticises any muslim who demonstrates their 

love for Allah, the Exalted, it proves their lack of love for Allah, the 

Exalted. If a muslim commits a sin other muslims should hate the sin but 

they should, for the sake of Allah, the Exalted, still have love for the 

sinful muslim because of their love for Allah, the Exalted, and the Holy 

Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him. The sign of 

loving others is to treat them kindly and respectfully. Simply put, one 

should treat others how they wish people to treat them. 

 

 

In addition, a muslim should dislike all those who show dislike for those 

who love Allah, the Exalted, and the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace 

and blessings be upon him, irrespective of if the person is a relative or a 

stranger. A muslim’s feelings should never prevent them from fulfilling 

this sign of true love for Allah, the Exalted, and the Holy Prophet 

Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him. This does not mean 

they should harm them but they should make it clear to them that hating 

those who love Allah, the Exalted, and the Holy Prophet, peace and 

blessings be upon him, is unacceptable. If they persist on this deviant 

attitude then one should separate from them until they sincerely repent.  

 



Respect for the Guides of Humanity 

 

 

Fifth Point 
 

 

In a Hadith found in Sahih Muslim number 196, the Holy Prophet 

Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, advised that Islam is 

sincerity towards the leaders of society. This includes kindly offering 

them the best advice and supporting them in their good decisions by any 

means necessary, such as financial or physical help. According to a 

Hadith found in Imam Malik’s Muwatta, book number 56, Hadith number 

20, fulfilling this duty pleases Allah, the Exalted. Chapter 4 An Nisa, 

verse 59: 

 

 

"O you who have believed, obey Allah and obey the Messenger and 

those in authority among you..."  

 

 

This makes it clear that it is a duty to obey the leaders of society. But it is 

important to note, this obedience is a duty as long as one does not 

disobey Allah, the Exalted. There is no obedience to the creation if it 

leads to the disobedience of the Creator. In cases like this, revolting 

against leaders should be avoided as it only leads to the harm of 

innocent people. Instead, the leaders should be gently advised good and 

forbidden evil according to the teachings of Islam. One should advise 

others to act accordingly and always supplicate for the leaders to remain 

on the correct path. If the leaders remain straight the general public will 

remain straight, also. 



 

 

To be deceitful towards the leaders is a sign of hypocrisy, which one 

must avoid at all times. Sincerity also includes striving to obey them in 

matters which unite society on good and warning against anything which 

causes disruption in society.  

 



High Aspirations 
 

 

First Point 
 

 

The Holy Quran clearly declared the purpose of mankind in chapter 51 

Adh Dhariyat, verse 56:  

 

 

“And I did not create the jinn and mankind except to worship Me.” 

 

 

Before one can worship Allah, the Exalted, they must first recognise Him 

as it is not possible to obey someone without knowledge. In addition, 

people must first learn how to worship Allah, the Exalted, before they 

can fulfil this task. Therefore, worship is followed by knowledge. This is 

why in a Hadith found in Sunan Ibn Majah, number 224, the Holy 

Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, declared 

seeking useful knowledge a duty on all muslims. Without knowledge one 

will never be able to worship Allah, the Exalted, correctly. Few good 

deeds performed with knowledge are far superior to many good deeds 

performed incorrectly because of ignorance.  

 

 

As Allah, the Exalted, is the One who created mankind no one has the 

right to be served and worshipped except Him. If an employer easily 

dismisses their employee for abandoning the duty they have been hired 



for, how can it be correct to abandon serving and worshipping Allah, the 

Exalted, when He alone created and sustains the creation? All of 

mankind have been granted free will and the ability to obey and worship 

Allah, the Exalted. So each person must decide whether they desire to 

fulfil their purpose of creation thereby receiving eternal reward or reject it 

and face punishment in both worlds. The same way a device, such as a 

mobile phone, which does not fulfil its primary purpose is discarded 

people may well be discarded on the Day of Judgement into Hell for 

failing to fulfil their primary purpose of existence.  

 

 

It is important to note, that worship refers to the obedience of Allah, the 

Exalted. This involves fulfilling His commands, refraining from His 

prohibitions and facing destiny with patience according to the traditions 

of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him. This 

obedience must encompass every part of one’s life and body, such as 

their tongue. It includes a person’s duty towards Allah, the Exalted, such 

as offering the prayer and treating the creation with kindness.  

 

 

Those who obey Allah, the Exalted, will be given the best rewards while 

those who disobey Him will receive the worst punishment in this world 

and the next. In a divine Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 2466, 

the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, 

narrates from Allah, the Exalted, who declares that if one busies 

themself in worshipping Him, through sincere obedience, He will fill their 

heart with richness and remove their poverty. But if they turn away from 

His worship and obedience Allah, the Exalted, will fill their life with 

problems and not remove their poverty.     

 

 



It is important to note, that Allah, the Exalted, does not need the creation 

in anyway whatsoever. As clearly mentioned in a Hadith found in Sahih 

Muslim, number 6572, people only benefit themselves with their good 

deeds as it raises their ranks. And they only harm themselves with their 

sins as they will be held accountable for them. The infinite status of 

Allah, the Exalted, does not change at all irrespective of if the entire 

creation worshipped Him or not. Allah, the Exalted, is the sole Creator 

and sole Provider. It is people who are completely and utterly in need of 

Him. Whoever understands this and sincerely obeys Allah, the Exalted, 

will fulfil the purpose of their creation and will therefore be given an 

eternal reward.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



High Aspirations 

 

 

Second Point 
 

 

The Devil tries to convince muslims to always observe those who are 

worse than them in behaviour in order to justify their lack of striving in 

the obedience of Allah, the Exalted, and improving their character and 

behaviour for the better. For example, a muslim who offers their 

obligatory prayers once in a while will observe someone who does not 

pray at all in order to make themself feel better. A thief will look at a 

murderer and convince themself stealing is not so bad. The examples 

are endless. It is very strange how these muslims so easily observe 

those who appear worse than them in order to justify their lack of effort 

in obeying Allah, the Exalted, but these same people will not observe 

those who are in a worse off position than them when they face 

difficulties. For example, the person who suffers from back pain will not 

observe the one who is physically disabled so that it prevents them from 

complaining. This attitude has specifically been advised by the Holy 

Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, in a Hadith 

found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 2513. 

 

  

In addition, if observing those who appear worse in their behaviour does 

not save one from punishment in a worldly court, such as a thief being 

pardoned by a judge because there are many murderers in the world, 

how can one imagine this excuse will hold up in the court of Allah, the 

Exalted?  

 

 



Muslims should therefore avoid this trap of the Devil by observing those 

who appear better than them so that they are inspired to improve their 

character and behaviour progressively for the pleasure of Allah, the 

Exalted. This is what Allah, the Exalted, demands meaning, He does not 

demand perfection.  

 

 



High Aspirations 

 

 

Third Point 
 

 

Unfortunately, some muslims have adopted a weak characteristic which 

only hinders them from improving for the better. Namely, they compare 

their situation and circumstances to others who are facing easier 

circumstances and use this as an excuse not to increase their obedience 

to Allah, the Exalted, by fulfilling His commands, refraining from His 

prohibitions and by facing destiny with patience according to the 

traditions of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon 

him. For example, a person who works full time excuses their lack of 

striving in the obedience of Allah, the Exalted, by comparing themself to 

someone who works part time and simply claims it is easier for them to 

increase their obedience to Allah, the Exalted, as they have more free 

time. Or a poorer muslim turns away from giving any form of charity by 

observing those who possess more wealth and claims that the wealthy 

person can more easily give charity than them. They fail to understand 

that these excuses may make their souls feel better but it does not aid 

them in this world or in the next. Allah, the Exalted, does not desire 

people to act according to the means of others He only desires people to 

act in His obedience according to their own means. For example, a 

person who works full time can dedicate whatever free time they 

possess in the obedience of Allah, the Exalted, even if that is less than 

someone who works part time. In this respect what the part timer does 

has no effect on the one who works full time so using them as an excuse 

not to strive harder is simply a lame excuse. The poor muslim should 

simply donate according to their means even if that is much less than 

the wealthy person as Allah, the Exalted, will judge them on what they 

do and He will not judge them according to what other muslims do.  

 



 

Muslims should give up these useless excuses and simply obey Allah, 

the Exalted, according to their own means.  

 

 



High Aspirations 

 

 

Fourth Point 
 

 

In a divine Hadith of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings 

be upon him, found in Sahih Bukhari, number 6502, Allah, the Exalted, 

declares that a muslim can only draw close to Him through fulfilling their 

obligatory duties. And they can achieve the love of Allah, the Exalted, 

through voluntary righteous deeds.  

 

 

This description splits the servants of Allah, the Exalted, into two 

categories. The first group draws near to Allah, the Exalted, by fulfilling 

their obligatory duties in respect to Allah, the Exalted, such as the 

obligatory prayer, and in respect to people, such as the obligatory 

charity. This can be summed up by fulfilling the commands of Allah, the 

Exalted, refraining from His prohibitions and being patient with destiny.  

 

 

The second category of those who are brought near to Allah, the 

Exalted, are superior to the first group as they not only fulfil their 

obligatory duties but strive in voluntary righteous deeds. This clearly 

shows that this is the only path to the proximity of Allah, the Exalted. 

Whoever takes a path other than this will not achieve this vital goal. This 

completely rejects the concept of obtaining sainthood without striving in 

obedience to Allah, the Exalted. The person who claims this is simply a 

liar. The Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, 

has confirmed in a Hadith found in Sahih Muslim, number 4094, that 



when the spiritual heart is pure the rest of the body becomes pure. This 

leads to righteous deeds. So if a person does not perform righteous 

deeds, such as their obligatory duties, then their body is impure which 

means their spiritual heart is impure as well. This person can never 

reach the proximity of Allah, the Exalted.  

 

 

It is important to note, the greatest voluntary righteous deeds one can 

perform are those based on the traditions of the Holy Prophet 

Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him. Anyone who chooses to 

perform voluntary righteous deeds not based on his traditions has been 

fooled by the Devil as no path will take one close to Allah, the Exalted, 

except the path and actions of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and 

blessings be upon him. Chapter 3 Alee Imran, verse 31: 

 

 

“Say, [O Muhammad], "If you should love Allah, then follow me, [so] 

Allah will love you and forgive you your sins….” 

 

 

The pious muslims who belong in the second higher group are also 

those who avoid unnecessary things of this material world. This attitude 

aids them in focusing their efforts on performing voluntary righteous 

deeds. It is this group who have perfected their faith by loving, hating, 

giving and withholding all for the sake of Allah, the Exalted. This has 

been advised in a Hadith found in Sunan Abu Dawud, number 4681.  

 

 



High Aspirations 

 

 

Fifth Point 
 

 

This is connected to chapter 11 Hud, verse 115: 

 

 

“…Allah does not allow to be lost the reward of those who do good.” 

 

 

This verse provides hope that as long as one strives to do something 

lawful and beneficial their efforts will not be wasted. If Allah, the Exalted, 

does not waste the efforts of people who do not even believe in Him why 

would He not support the muslims who believe in His Oneness and 

Lordship? If Allah, the Exalted, does not waste the efforts of people 

when they strive for the material world how can He then waste the 

efforts of those who strive to achieve good in the hereafter?  

 

 

People should therefore, never give up striving to achieve good in both 

this world and in the next. Unfortunately, some muslims have given up 

struggling to earn a lawful income after facing some hardship. They 

instead opt to receive social benefits and become a burden on society. 

Those who are rightly entitled to receive benefits should continue to 

utilise them as it is their right. But those who have the ability to earn for 

themselves should do so. 



 

 

This verse also encourages muslims to continue doing good to others 

even if they do not appreciate their efforts. If one acts with sincerity 

meaning, for the sake of Allah, the Exalted, they should be confident 

their efforts have been recorded and will be rewarded in both worlds.  

 

 

To conclude, whatever lawful action a muslim performs whether its 

worldly, such as a business opportunity, or whether they perform a 

religious deed they should put full effort into it knowing that Allah, the 

Exalted, will support them and grant them success, sooner or later.  

 



High Aspirations 

 

 

Sixth Point 
 

 

First of all, it is important to understand, that the major thing which 

separates a human from an animal is the fact that people live by a 

higher moral code. If people abandoned this and simply acted on their 

desires then they would be no difference between them and animals. In 

fact, people would be worse as they possess the higher level of thinking 

yet, still choose to live like animals.  

 

 

Secondly, whether people want to admit it or not in reality, every person 

is a servant of something or someone. Some are servants of others, 

such as Hollywood executives and do whatever they command them to 

do even if it challenges modesty and shame. Others are servants of their 

relatives and friends and do whatever it takes to please them. Others are 

the worse by being servants of their own desires as this is the attitude of 

animals who generally act to please themself. The best and highest form 

of servanthood is being a servant of Allah, the Exalted. This is quite 

evident if one turns the pages of history which clearly shows that those 

who were the servants of Allah, the Exalted, such as the Holy Prophets, 

peace be upon them, were granted the highest honour and respect in 

this world and will be granted this in the next. Centuries and millennia 

have passed yet their names are remembered as the pillars and 

beacons of history. Whereas those who became servants of others 

especially, their own desires were eventually disgraced in this world 

even if they achieved some worldly status and they became mere 

footnotes in history. The media barely remembers those who pass away 

for more than a few days before moving onto the next person to report 



on. During their lives these people eventually become sad, lonely, 

depressed and even suicidal as selling their souls and decency to their 

worldly masters did not grant them the contentment they were looking 

for. One does not need to be a scholar to understand this obvious truth. 

So if people must be servants they should be the servants of Allah, the 

Exalted, as lasting honour, greatness and true success lies only in this.  

 



High Aspirations 

 

 

Seventh Point 
 

 

Greatness and true success is not connected to worldly things, such as 

wealth or fame. A person may obtain some worldly success through 

these things but it is quite obvious if one turns the pages of history that 

this type of success is very temporary and it eventually becomes a 

burden and regret for a person. A muslim should never believe that 

superiority lies in these things thereby dedicating themself to obtaining 

them while neglecting their duties to Allah, the Exalted, and the creation. 

Nor should they look down at others who do not possess these worldly 

things believing they have no value or significance as this attitude 

contradicts the teachings of Islam. In fact, the Holy Prophet Muhammad, 

peace and blessings be upon him, has advised in a Hadith found in 

Sahih Bukhari, number 6071, that the people of Paradise are those who 

are considered insignificant by society and concluded that if they took an 

oath on something Allah, the Exalted, would fulfil it for them. 

 

  

True honour, success and greatness in this world and the next only lies 

in piety. So the more one sincerely strives to fulfil the commands of 

Allah, the Exalted, refrain from His prohibitions and faces destiny with 

patience according to the traditions of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, 

peace and blessings be upon him, the greater they are even if they 

appear insignificant to society. Chapter 49 Al Hujurat verse 13: 

 

 



“…Indeed, the most noble of you in the sight of Allah is the most 

righteous of you…” 

 

 

A muslim should therefore search for true success in this and not waste 

their time and efforts in searching for it in worldly things otherwise they 

may well reach the hereafter a great loser. Chapter 18 Al Kahf, verses 

103-104: 

 

 

“Say, "Shall we [believers] inform you of the greatest losers as to [their] 

deeds? [They are] those whose effort is lost in worldly life, while they 

think that they are doing well in work."” 

 



High Aspirations 

 

 

Eighth Point 
 

 

It is important to note, that one will only enter Paradise through the 

mercy of Allah, the Exalted. This has been confirmed in a Hadith found 

in Sahih Bukhari, number 5673. This is because every righteous deed is 

only possible through the mercy of Allah, the Exalted, in the form of 

knowledge, inspiration, strength and opportunity to do the deed. This 

understanding prevents one from adopting pride which is vital to avoid 

as only an atom’s worth of pride is needed to take a person to Hell. This 

has been warned in a Hadith found in Sahih Muslim, number 267.  

 

 

In addition, a muslim must understand that this mercy of Allah, the 

Exalted, in the form of righteous deeds is in reality a light which one 

must gather in this world if they desire to obtain a guiding light in the 

hereafter. If a muslim lives in heedlessness and refrains from gathering 

this light in the world by fulfilling the commands of Allah, the Exalted, 

refraining from His prohibitions and by facing destiny with patience then 

how can they expect to receive this guiding light in the hereafter?  

 

 

All muslims desire to inhabit Paradise with the greatest servants of Allah, 

the Exalted, such as the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings 

be upon him. But it is important to understand that simply wishing for this 

without action will not make it come true otherwise the Companions, 

may Allah be pleased with them, would have done this. Simply put, the 



more one strives in learning and acting on the traditions of the Holy 

Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, the closer they 

will be to him in the hereafter.  

 

 

The greatest blessing of Paradise is physically observing Allah, the 

Exalted, which is discussed in a Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari, number 

7436. If a muslim desires to obtain this unimaginable blessing they must 

practically strive to achieve the level of excellence mentioned in a Hadith 

found in Sahih Muslim, number 99. This is when one performs actions, 

such as the prayer, as if they can observe Allah, the Exalted, 

overlooking them. This attitude ensures one's persistent and sincere 

obedience to Allah, the Exalted. It is hoped that the one who strives for 

this level of faith will receive the blessing of physically observing Allah, 

the Exalted, in the hereafter. 

 

 



High Aspirations 

 

 

Nineth Point 
 

 

The Companions of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, may Allah be pleased 

with them, are the best group ever created after the Holy Prophets, 

peace be upon them. The fact they physically observed the Holy Prophet 

Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, during his lifetime is 

definitely one factor. But anyone who knows about their life and their 

righteous deeds understands that their superiority is due to more than 

just this unique and great deed.  

 

 

One of the main reasons for their superiority is shown in a Hadith 

involving the Companion Abdullah Bin Umar, may Allah be pleased with 

him, which is found in Sahih Muslim, number 6515. Ibn Umar, may Allah 

be pleased with him, was once riding on his conveyance in the desert 

when he came across a Bedouin. Ibn Umar, may Allah be pleased with 

him, greeted the Bedouin, placed his turban on the Bedouin’s head and 

insisted that the Bedouin ride on his conveyance. Ibn Umar, may Allah 

be pleased with him, was told that the greeting he gave the Bedouin was 

more than enough as the Bedouin would have been greatly pleased at 

the fact that the great Companion of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, may 

Allah be pleased with him, greeted him. Yet, Ibn Umar, may Allah be 

pleased with him, went much further than this and showed the Bedouin 

great respect. Ibn Umar, may Allah be pleased with him, replied that he 

only did this because the Holy Prophet, peace and blessings be upon 

him, once advised that one of the best ways a person can honour their 

parent is by showing love and respect to their parent's relatives and 

friends. Ibn Umar, may Allah be pleased with him, added that the 



Bedouin’s father was a friend of his father the Commander of the 

Faithful, Umar Bin Khataab, may Allah be pleased with him.  

 

 

This incident indicates the superiority of the Companions, may Allah be 

pleased with them. They completely submitted to the teachings of Islam. 

They not only fulfilled the obligatory duties and avoided all sins but 

completely fulfilled all acts which were recommended to them to the 

highest possible degree. Their submission caused them to put aside 

their own desires and only act to please Allah, the Exalted. Ibn Umar, 

may Allah be pleased with him, could have easily ignored the Bedouin 

as none of the actions he done were obligatory yet, unlike many muslims 

who would use this excuse, he completely submitted to the teachings of 

Islam and acted the way he did.  

 

 

It is the lack of submission to the teachings of Islam which has 

weakened the faith of muslims. Some only fulfil the obligatory duties and 

turn away from other righteous deeds, such as voluntary charity, which 

contradict their desires by claiming the actions are not obligatory. All 

muslims desire to end up with the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and 

blessings be upon him, and his Companions, may Allah be pleased with 

them, in the hereafter. But how is this possible if they do not follow their 

path or way? If a muslim follows a path other than theirs then how can 

they end up with them? To end up with them one must follow their path. 

But this is only possible if one completely submits to the teachings of 

Islam like they did instead of cherry picking the deeds which suit their 

desires.  

 



High Aspirations 

 

 

Tenth Point 
 

 

In a Hadith found in Sunan Ibn Majah, number 4119, the Holy Prophet 

Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, advised that the best 

people are those who remind others of Allah, the Exalted, when they are 

observed. 

 

 

This does not refer to those who adopt an Islamic outward appearance, 

such as growing a beard or wearing a scarf, as many of these people do 

not remind others of Allah, the Exalted, at all. This Hadith refers to those 

who learn and act on Islamic knowledge so that they sincerely obey 

Allah, the Exalted, by fulfilling His commands, refraining from His 

prohibitions and by facing destiny with patience according to traditions of 

the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him. This 

leads to the purification of one's heart which leads to the purification of 

their outward limbs. This has been advised in a Hadith found in Sunan 

Ibn Majah, number 3984. This will cause others to remember Allah, the 

Exalted, when they observe these righteous muslims. And this 

remembrance will only increase when these righteous muslims speak as 

they only speak in ways pleasing to Allah, the Exalted, meaning, they 

avoid evil and vain speech and only speak on beneficial matters in 

respect to the world and the hereafter. This remembrance further 

increases when one observes their actions as they practically implement 

the teachings of Islam thereby, acting only in ways pleasing to Allah, the 

Exalted. For example, they love, dislike, give and withhold only for the 

sake of Allah, the Exalted. This leads to perfecting one’s faith according 

to a Hadith found in Sunan Abu Dawud, number 4681.



High Aspirations 

 

 

Eleventh Point 
 

 

In a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 1660, the Holy Prophet 

Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, mentioned the two most 

virtuous people. The first is the one who sincerely strives in the way of 

Allah, the Exalted.  

 

 

This includes striving against one's own evil desires and the evil desires 

of others and instead remaining firm on the obedience of Allah, the 

Exalted, by fulfilling His commands, refraining from His prohibitions and 

by facing destiny with patience. This includes fulfilling one's duties 

towards Allah, the Exalted, as described and one's duties towards 

people for example, striving in this material world in order to fulfill one's 

needs and the needs of their dependents without waste, excessiveness 

or extravagance. And it includes gently commanding good and 

forbidding evil according to Islamic knowledge. A muslim will not fulfill 

this Hadith until they fulfill both aspects of their duties.  

 

 

The second person mentioned in the main Hadith under discussion is 

the one who secludes themself from society thereby, keeping their evil 

away from people and remains firm on the obedience of Allah, the 

Exalted. A muslim is not allowed to behave in this manner if they 

possess dependents as neglecting them is a sin. This has been warned 

in a Hadith found in Sunan Abu Dawud, number 1692.  



 

 

In addition, one should not avoid people in order to be safe from their 

evil they should instead do so to keep their own evil away from people. 

As the former attitude can lead to pride where a person believes they 

are righteous while all others are sinful. It is important to remember that 

an atom’s worth of pride is enough to take someone to Hell. This has 

been warned in a Hadith found in Sahih Muslim, number 265. Reducing 

socializing with people can lead to great good as it reduces the chances 

of a muslim committing sins through their speech and actions.  

 

 

In addition, it will free their time up to learn and act on Islamic knowledge 

which leads to true and lasting success in both worlds. But the more one 

unnecessarily interacts with others the more chance of committing sins 

and the more preoccupied they will become with worldly things. Benefit 

might be obtained by interacting with people but in this day and age it is 

far safer to avoid socializing unnecessarily.  

 

 



High Aspirations 

 

 

Twelfth Point 
 

 

This is connected to chapter 47 Muhammad, verse 7: 

 

 

“O you who have believed, if you support Allah, He will support you and 

plant firmly your feet.” 

 

 

This verse means that if one aids Islam then Allah, the Exalted, will help 

them in both worlds. It is strange how countless people desire the help of 

Allah, the Exalted, yet do not fulfil the first part of this verse through the 

sincere obedience of Allah, the Exalted, by fulfilling His commands, 

refraining from His prohibitions and by facing destiny with patience. The 

excuse most people give is that they do not have time to perform righteous 

deeds. They desire the help of Allah, the Exalted, yet will not make time to 

do the things which please Him. Does this make sense? Those who do not 

fulfil the obligatory duties and then expect the aid of Allah, the Exalted, in 

their moment of need are quite foolish. And those who do fulfil the 

obligatory duties yet refuse to go beyond them will find that the aid they 

receive is limited. How one behaves is how they are treated. The more time 

and energy dedicated to Allah, the Exalted, the more support they will 

receive. It really is that simple.  



 

 

A muslim needs to understand that the majority of the obligatory duties, 

such as the five daily prayers, only takes a small amount of time in one's 

day. A muslim cannot expect to barely dedicate an hour a day to offering 

the obligatory prayers and then neglect Allah, the Exalted, for the rest of 

the day and still expect His continuous support through all difficulties. A 

person would dislike a friend who treated them in such a manner. How then 

can one treat Allah, the Exalted, the Lord of the worlds, like this then?  

 

 

Some only dedicate extra time to pleasing Allah, the Exalted, when they 

encounter a worldly problem then demand Him to fix it as if they done 

Allah, the Exalted, a favour by performing voluntary good deeds. This 

foolish mentality clearly contradicts servanthood to Allah, the Exalted. It is 

amazing how this type of person finds time to do all their other leisurely 

activities, such as spending time with family and friends, watching TV and 

attending social functions yet finds no time to dedicate to pleasing Allah, 

the Exalted. They cannot seem to find time to recite and adopt the 

teachings of the Holy Quran. They do not seem to find time to study and 

act on the traditions of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings 

be upon him. These people somehow find wealth to spend on their 

unnecessary luxuries yet seem to find no wealth to donate in voluntary 

charity.  

 

 

It is important to understand that a muslim will be treated according to how 

they behave. Meaning, if a Muslim dedicates extra time to please Allah, the 

Exalted, then they will find the support they need to journey through all 

difficulties safely. But if they fail to fulfil the obligatory duties or only fulfil 



them without dedicating any other time to pleasing Allah, the Exalted, then 

they will find a similar response from Allah, the Exalted. Put simply, the 

more one gives the more they shall receive. If one does not give much they 

should not expect much in return.  

 

 



Good Service to All 
 

 

First Point 
 

 

In a Hadith found in Sahih Muslim number 196, the Holy Prophet 

Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, advised that Islam is 

sincerity towards the general public. This includes desiring the best for 

them at all times and showing this through one’s words and actions. It 

includes advising others to do good, forbidding them from evil, to be 

merciful and kind to others at all times. This can be summed up by a single 

Hadith found in Sahih Muslim, number 170. It warns that one cannot be a 

true believer until they love for others what they desire for themself.  

 

 

Being sincere to people is so important that according to the Hadith found 

in Sahih Bukhari, number 57, the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and 

blessings be upon him, placed this duty next to establishing the obligatory 

prayer and donating the obligatory charity. From this Hadith alone one can 

understand its importance as it has been placed with two vital obligatory 

duties. 

 

 

It is a part of sincerity towards people that one is pleased when they are 

happy and sad whenever they are grieved as long as their attitude does not 

contradict the teachings of Islam. A high level of sincerity includes one 



going to extreme limits to make the lives of others better, even if this puts 

themself in difficulty. For example, one may sacrifice purchasing certain 

things in order to donate the wealth to the needy. Desiring and striving to 

always unite people on good is a part of sincerity towards others. Whereas, 

dividing others is a characteristic of the Devil. Chapter 17 Al Isra, verse 53: 

 

 

“…Satan certainly seeks to sow discord among them…” 

 

 

One way of uniting people is to veil the faults of others and advise them 

privately against sins. The one who acts in this way will have their sins 

veiled by Allah, the Exalted. This is confirmed in a Hadith found in Jami At 

Tirmidhi, number 1426. Whenever possible one should advise and teach 

the aspects of religion and the important aspects of the world to others so 

that both their worldly and religious lives improve. A proof of one’s sincerity 

to others is that they support them in their absence for example, from the 

slander of others. Turning away from others and only worrying about 

oneself is not the attitude of a muslim. In fact, this is how most animals 

behave. Even if one cannot change the whole society they can still be 

sincere in helping those in their life, such as their relatives and friends. 

Simply put, one must treat others how they desire people to treat them. 

Chapter 28 Al Qasas, verse 77: 

 

 

“…And do good as Allah has done good to you…” 

 

 

 



Good Service to All 

 

 

Second Point 
 

 

It is important for muslims to understand that when they treat others kindly 

it in reality, benefits themself and not others. This is because treating 

others kindly has been commanded by Allah, the Exalted, and fulfilling this 

important duty gains one reward.  

  

 

In addition, when one is kind to others they will supplicate for them while 

they are alive which will benefit them. For example, the Holy Prophet 

Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, advised in a Hadith found 

in Sahih Muslim, number 6929, that a supplication done for a person in 

secret is always answered.  

 

 

In addition, the people will supplicate for them after they pass away which 

is definitely answered as it has been recorded in the Holy Quran. Chapter 

59 Al Hashr, verse 10: 

 

 

“…saying, "Our Lord, forgive us and our brothers who preceded us in 

faith…” 



 

 

Finally, a person who treated others kindly will gain their intercession on 

the Day of Judgment, which is a day people will be desperate for the 

intercession of others. This has been confirmed in a Hadith found in Sahih 

Bukhari, number 7439. 

 

  

But those who mistreat others even if they fulfil their duties towards Allah, 

the Exalted, will miss out on the benefits mentioned earlier. And on 

Judgment Day they will find that Allah, the Exalted, will not forgive them 

until their victim forgives them first. If they choose not to then the 

oppressor’s good deeds will be given to their victim and if needed the 

victim’s sins will be given to their oppressor. This may cause the oppressor 

to be hurled into Hell. This has been warned in a Hadith found in Sahih 

Muslim, number 6579.  

 

 

Therefore, a muslim should be kind to themself by being kind to others as 

in reality they are only benefiting themself in this world and the next. 

Chapter 29 Al Ankabut, verse 6: 

 

 

“And whoever strives only strives for [the benefit of] himself…” 
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Third Point 
 

 

Upholding the ties of kinship is a vital aspect of Islam which cannot be 

abandoned if one desires success in both worlds. A true sign of one’s faith 

is not spending all day worshipping Allah, the Exalted, in a Mosque but it is 

to fulfill the rights of Allah, the Exalted, and to fulfill the rights of the 

creation. One of the most important rights of the creation is to uphold the 

ties of kinship. One can feign piety by dressing Islamically but they cannot 

deceive Allah, the Exalted. When one turns the pages of history they will 

always observe that the pious servants of Allah, the Exalted, maintained 

their ties of kinship. Even when their relative’s mistreated them they still 

responded with kindness. Chapter 41 Fussilat, verse 34: 

 

 

“And not equal are the good deed and the bad. Repel [evil] by that [deed] 

which is better; and thereupon, the one whom between you and him is 

enmity [will become] as though he was a devoted friend.” 

 

 

In a Hadith found in Sahih Muslim, number 6525, the Holy Prophet 

Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, advised that Allah, the 

Exalted, will always aid the one who strives to maintain their ties of kinship 

even if their relatives make things difficult for them. 



 

 

Replying good with good is not special whereas, replying good to evil is the 

sign of a sincere believer. The former behavior is even seen in animals. In 

most cases, when one treats an animal kindly it will in turn show affection 

back. It is confirmed in a Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari, number 5991, that 

the one who truly upholds the bonds of kinship is the one who maintains 

ties even when their relatives sever them. The Holy Prophet Muhammad, 

peace and blessings be upon him, was constantly terrorized by most of his 

relatives but he always showed kindness towards them. 

 

 

It is commonly known that one cannot achieve success without the 

closeness of Allah, the Exalted. But in a Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari, 

number 5987, Allah, the Exalted, has clearly declared that He will sever 

bonds with the one who cuts their ties of kinship over worldly reasons. Bear 

in mind, this is true irrespective of how much one struggles to fulfill the 

rights of Allah, the Exalted, in the form of worship such as, the obligatory 

prayers. If Allah, the Exalted, cuts ties with a muslim how can they achieve 

His closeness and eternal success?  

 

 

In addition, in most cases Allah, the Exalted, delays the punishment of sins 

in order to give people the opportunity to repent. But breaking the ties of 

kinship over worldly reasons is punished swiftly. This has been confirmed 

in a Hadith found in Sunan Ibn Majah, number 4212. 

 

 



Unfortunately, severing ties is commonly seen in the world today. People 

easily sever ties of kinship over petty worldly reasons. They fail to 

recognize that any loss which occurs in the material world is temporary but 

if they are disconnected from Allah, the Exalted, they will face prolonged 

suffering in both worlds. 

 

  

A reason for breaking the ties of kinship which is commonly seen within the 

Islamic community is when one reaches a higher social status through their 

occupation. This inspires them to discard their relatives as they believe 

they are not worthy of interacting with them anymore. Their love for their 

wealth and social status pushes them to the doors of paranoia which 

convinces them that their relatives only wish to take their wealth from them. 

 

 

The Holy Quran indicates that these bonds will be questioned about on the 

Day of Judgment. Chapter 4 An Nisa, verse 1: 

 

 

“…And fear Allah, through whom you ask one another, and the wombs. 

Indeed Allah is ever over you, an Observer.” 

 

 

This verse also clearly indicates that one cannot obtain piety without 

upholding the ties of kinship. So those who believe they can achieve it 

through excess worship and fasting are proven wrong and must therefore 

change their behaviour.  

 



 

Islam teaches muslims to uphold all ties of kinship by aiding their relatives 

in matters which are good whenever and wherever possible. They have 

been ordered to adopt a constructive mindset which unites relatives for the 

benefit of society rather than a destructive mentality which only causes 

divisions within families. According to a Hadith found in Sunan Abu Dawud, 

number 4919, creating divisions amongst people leads to one's destruction.  

 

 

Those who sever their ties of kinship have been cursed in the Holy Quran. 

Chapter 47 Muhammad, verses 22-23: 

 

 

“So would you perhaps, if you turned away, cause corruption on earth and 

sever your [ties of] relationship? Those [who do so] are the ones that Allah 

has cursed…” 

 

 

How can one achieve their lawful desires in this world or in the next when 

they are encompassed with the curse of Allah, the Exalted, and deprived of 

His mercy? 

 

  

Islam does not order one to go beyond their means in supporting their 

relatives nor does it ask them to sacrifice the limits of Allah, the Exalted, for 

their relatives as there is no obedience to the creation if it means 

disobedience to the Creator. This is confirmed in a Hadith found in Sunan 

Abu Dawud, number 2625. Therefore, one should never join their relatives 



in acts of evil. In this case, a muslim should command their relatives to do 

good and gently forbid them from evil while maintaining respect for them. 

Chapter 5 Al Ma’idah, verse 2: 

 

 

“And cooperate in righteousness and piety, but do not cooperate in sin and 

aggression…” 

 

 

Countless benefits are obtained by the one who maintains the ties of 

kinship for the sake of Allah, the Exalted. For example, the Holy Prophet 

Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, advised that the one who 

maintains ties will be blessed with extra grace in their provision and in their 

life. This is confirmed in a Hadith found in Sunan Abu Dawud, number 

1693. This means that their provision irrespective of how little it is will be 

enough for them and it will provide them with peace of mind and body. 

Grace in life means they will find time to fulfill all their religious and worldly 

duties. These are two blessings muslims spend their whole life and wealth 

trying to obtain but many fail to recognize that Allah, the Exalted, has 

placed both of them in maintaining ties of kinship. 

 

 

Maintaining ties of kinship is so important that the Holy Prophet 

Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, ordered muslims to fulfill 

this vital duty even with their non-muslim relatives. A Hadith advising this is 

found in Sahih Muslim, number 2324. 

 

 



One of the traps of the Devil is that he aims to create dissension between 

relatives and within society which leads to broken families and social 

divisions. His ultimate goal is to weaken Islam as a nation. Unfortunately, 

some have become infamous for harboring grudges which go on for 

decades and pass on from generation to generation. A person will treat a 

relative well for decades but over one mistake and argument the latter will 

vow never to speak to them again. The Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace 

and blessings be upon him, has warned in a Hadith found in Sahih Muslim, 

number 6526, that it is unlawful for a muslim to cut off ties from another 

muslim over a worldly issue for more than three days. If this is the 

command regarding severing ties with a non-relative can one imagine the 

seriousness of severing ties with relatives? This question has been 

answered in Sahih Bukhari, number 5984. The Holy Prophet Muhammad, 

peace and blessings be upon him, has declared that the one who severs 

ties with a relative over worldly reasons will not enter Paradise. 

 

 

One must reflect on the verses and Hadiths which discuss this important 

topic and realize that if after decades of sins Allah, the Exalted, does not 

close His doors or servers links with people why do people so easily turn 

their backs on their relatives over small worldly issues? This must change if 

one desires for their connection to Allah, the Exalted, to remain intact. 
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Fourth Point 
 

 

The Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, once 

advised in a Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari, number 13, that a person 

cannot become a true believer until they love for others what they love for 

themself. 

 

 

This does not mean a muslim will lose their faith if they fail to adopt this 

characteristic. It means that a muslim’s faith will not be complete until they 

act on this advice. This Hadith also indicates that a muslim will not perfect 

their faith until they also dislike for others what they dislike for themself. 

This is supported by another Hadith found in Sahih Muslim, number 6586. 

It advises that the muslim nation is like one body. If one part of the body is 

in pain the rest of the body shares the pain. This mutual feeling includes 

loving and hating for others what one loves and hates for themself.  

 

 

A muslim can only achieve this status when their heart is free from evil 

traits, such as envy. These evil traits will always cause one to desire better 

for themself. So in reality, this Hadith is an indication that one should purify 

their heart by adopting good characteristics, such as being forgiving, and 

eliminate evil traits, such as envy. This is only possible through learning 



and acting on the teachings of the Holy Quran and the traditions of the Holy 

Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him.  

 

 

It is important for muslims to understand that desiring good for others will 

cause them to lose out on good things. The treasury of Allah, the Exalted, 

has no limits so there is no need to adopt a selfish and greedy mentality.  

 

 

Desiring good for others includes striving to aid others in anyway one can, 

such as financial or emotional support, in the same way a person would 

desire others to aid them in their moment of need. Therefore, this love must 

be shown through actions not just words. Even when a muslim forbids evil 

and offers advice which contradicts the desire of others they should do so 

gently just like they would want others to advise them kindly.  

 

 

As mentioned earlier, the main Hadith under discussion indicates the 

importance of eliminating all bad characteristics which contradict mutual 

love and care, such as envy. Envy is when a person desires to possess a 

specific blessing which is only obtainable when it is taken away from 

someone else. This attitude is a direct challenge to the distribution of 

blessings chosen by Allah, the Exalted. This is why it is a major sin and 

leads to the destruction of the envier’s good deeds. This has been warned 

in a Hadith found in Sunan Abu Dawud, number 4903. If a Muslim must 

desire the lawful things others possess they should wish and supplicate to 

Allah, the Exalted, to grant them the same or similar thing without the other 

person losing the blessing. This type of jealousy is lawful and is 

praiseworthy in aspects of religion. This has been advised in a Hadith 

found in Sahih Muslim, number 1896. The Holy Prophet Muhammad, 



peace and blessings be upon him, advised that muslims should only be 

jealous of a wealthy person who uses their wealth correctly. And be jealous 

of a knowledgeable person who uses their knowledge to benefit themself 

and others.  

 

 

A Muslim should not only love for others to obtain lawful worldly blessings 

but also for them to gain religious blessings in both worlds. In fact, when 

one wishes this for others it encourages them to strive harder in the 

obedience of Allah, the Exalted, by fulfilling His commands, refraining from 

His prohibitions and by facing destiny with patience. This type of healthy 

competition is welcomed in Islam.  Chapter 83 Al Mutaffifin, verse 26:  

 

 

“…So for this let the competitors compete.”  

 

 

This encouragement will also inspire a muslim to assess themself in order 

to find and eliminate any faults in their character. When these two elements 

combine meaning, striving in sincere obedience to Allah, the Exalted, and 

purifying one's character, it leads to success in both worlds.  

 

 

A Muslim must therefore not only claim to love for others what they desire 

for themself verbally but show it through their actions. It is hoped that the 

one who is concerned for others in this way will receive the concern of 

Allah, the Exalted, in both worlds. This has been indicated in a Hadith 

found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 1930. 
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Fifth Point 
 

 

In a Hadith found in Sunan An Nasai, number 4998, the Holy Prophet 

Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, advised the signs of a true 

muslim and a true believer. A true muslim is the one who keeps their verbal 

and physical harm away from others. This in fact, includes all people 

irrespective of their faith. It includes all types of verbal and physical sins 

which can cause harm or distress to another. This can include failing to 

give the best advice to others as this contradicts sincerity towards others 

which has been commanded in a Hadith found in Sunan An Nasai, number 

4204. It includes advising others to disobey Allah, the Exalted, thereby, 

inviting them towards sins. A muslim should avoid this behavior as they will 

be taken account for every person who acts on their bad advice. This has 

been warned in a Hadith found in Sahih Muslim, number 2351.  

 

 

Physical harm includes causing problems for other people's livelihood, 

committing fraud, conning others and physical abuse. All of these 

characteristics contradict Islamic teachings and must be avoided. 

 

 

A true believer, according to the main Hadith under discussion, is the one 

who keeps their harm away from the lives and property of others. Again, 

this applies to all people irrespective of their faith. This includes stealing, 



misusing or damaging the property and belongings of others. Whenever 

one is entrusted with someone else's property they must ensure they only 

use it with the owner’s permission and in a way which is pleasing and 

agreeable to the owner. The Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and 

blessings be upon him, has warned in a Hadith found in Sunan An Nasai, 

number 5421, that whoever illegally takes someone else's property, 

through a false oath, even if it is as small as a twig of a tree will go to Hell. 

 

  

To conclude a muslim must support their verbal declaration of belief with 

actions as they are the physical proof of one’s belief which will be needed 

in order to obtain success on the Day of Judgment. In addition, a muslim 

should fulfill the characteristics of true belief in respect to Allah, the Exalted, 

and people. An excellent way of achieving this in respect to people is to 

simply treat others how they wish to be treated by people, which is with 

respect and peace.  
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Sixth Point 
 

 

One must uphold  ties to other muslims. This applies to all muslims whether 

they are related or not and if they know each other or not. Many rights of 

muslims have been mentioned in the Holy Quran and the Hadiths of the 

Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, and each 

muslim should strive to learn and fulfil them. For example, in a Hadith found 

in Sahih Bukhari, number 1240, the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and 

blessings be upon him, listed five rights a muslim owes another muslim.   

 

 

Firstly, they are to respond to the greeting of peace even if replying 

contradicts their desire. More importantly a muslim must fulfill the Islamic 

greeting of peace practically by showing peace and kindness towards 

others through their speech and actions. This is the true meaning of the 

Islamic greeting of peace.  

 

 

A muslim should try to visit sick muslims in order to provide them physical 

and psychological support. It would be difficult to visit all sick muslims but if 

each muslim at least visited their sick relatives then the vast majority of the 

sick would obtain this support. All forms of vain or sinful speech and actions 

must be avoided such as, gossiping otherwise a muslim will only earn sins 

instead of blessings.  



 

 

A muslim when possible should attend the funeral of other muslims as each 

attendee supplicates for the deceased to be forgiven. Therefore, the more 

muslims in attendance the better. Just like one desires others to attend 

their funeral and supplicate for them they too should do this for others. In 

this particular deed is a good reminder for a muslim that they too will 

eventually die. Hopefully, this will alter their behaviour for the better so that 

they better prepare for their own death by fulfilling the commands of Allah, 

the Exalted, refraining from His prohibitions and by facing destiny with 

patience.  

 

 

The next thing mentioned in the main Hadith under discussion is that 

muslims should accept the invitation for meals and social events as long as 

no unlawful or disliked activities take place, which in this day and age is 

quite rare. An important point to note is that some muslims attend social 

events where unlawful or disliked things occur and cite this Hadith to 

support their actions. One should not misinterpret the divine teachings in 

order to fulfil their own desires as this is clear misguidance and an invitation 

to divine punishment.  

 

 

Finally, the main Hadith concludes by advising muslims to supplicate for 

the muslim who praises Allah, the Exalted, after they sneeze.  

 

 



The Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, indicated 

an extremely important duty in a Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari, number 

2714, which is to offer good and sincere advice to other muslims.  

 

 

Firstly, it is important to note good advice should be offered to all 

irrespective of their faith. This is clearly advised in a Hadith found in Sunan 

An Nasai, number 4204. Muslims should advise others the way they wish 

people to advise them. One should never let their ill feelings prevent them 

from fulfilling this duty as one who purposely offers bad advice will find that 

people give them incorrect advice. Offering sincere advice is so important 

that as mentioned in a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 1925, the 

Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, would take a 

pledge from people to fulfil this duty along with fulfilling the obligatory duties 

such as the prayer. The fact that sincerely advising others has been placed 

with these obligatory duties highlights its importance. So a muslim should 

never overlook this fact. 

 

  

Every person, irrespective of faith, loves to obtain the things which would 

benefit them and protect them from harmful things. The Holy Prophet 

Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, clearly declared in a Hadith 

found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 2515, that a person cannot be a true 

believer until they love for other muslims what they love for themself. This 

should be shown through one's actions by striving to ensure others obtain 

those things they love for themself by any means available to them. A 

muslim should not merely claim this through their words.  

 

 



Another right all muslims have is that one should sincerely supplicate for 

them. This is an aspect of being merciful to each other which has been 

mentioned in the Holy Quran. Chapter 48 Al Fath, verse 29: 

 

 

“Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah; and those with him are…merciful 

among themselves…” 

 

 

In fact, when a muslim supplicates for another they themself benefit from it. 

According to a Hadith found in Sahih Muslim, number 6927, when a muslim 

secretly supplicates for other muslims an Angel supplicates for them. 

 

  

Another important right is that a muslim should love and hate for other 

muslims what they love and hate for themself. In fact, the Holy Prophet 

Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, has made this a condition 

of sincere belief in a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 2515.  

 

 

A muslim should be happy at the lawful joy of another muslim and hope it 

lasts for them. They should get sad when another muslim faces a difficulty 

and help them through it even if it is just a supplication on their behalf. This 

is why the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, 

advised in a Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari, number 6011, that muslims are 

like one body. If a part of the body is ill then the rest of the body shares in 

the pain. 

 



  

A muslim should never cause unjustified harm to another muslim or non-

muslim through their words or actions as this is the very definition of a 

muslim given by the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be 

upon him, in a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 2627. In fact, 

keeping people safe from one's harm is an act of charity a person does to 

themself. This has been advised in a Hadith found in Sahih Muslim, 

number 250. This is an act of charity to oneself as it protects them from the 

punishment of Allah, the Exalted. 

 

 

The rights of other muslims include removing any obstacles from their path. 

This includes physical obstacles as well as figurative obstacles which can 

cause them harm. In fact, a Hadith found in Sahih Muslim, number 6670, 

advises that a person will be granted Paradise for removing a tree which 

was blocking the path used by fellow muslims.  

 

 

It is the right of a muslim that other muslims help them when they are 

oppressed by any means necessary such as, financial help, and help those 

muslims who commit oppression by warning them about the consequences 

of this behaviour. This is confirmed in a Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari, 

number 6952. It is important to note, advice should only be given if the 

adviser is safe from the oppressor’s harm.  

 

 

A muslim is not allowed to sever ties with another muslim for more than 

three days over a worldly reason. This has been made clear in many 

Hadiths such as the one found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 1932. Turning 



away from another muslim in such a manner is such a serious issue that 

the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, once 

warned in a Hadith found in Sunan Ibn Majah, number 1740, that Allah, the 

Exalted, forgives all muslims every Monday and Thursday except those 

who have forsaken another muslim until they reconcile.  

 

 

Another right is that a muslim should not behave arrogantly with other 

muslims. Instead, they should demonstrate humility which always leads to 

affection and the spread of love within society. This has been advised in a 

Hadith found in Sunan Abu Dawud, number 4895. Conversely, arrogance 

and pride only lead to social barriers and segregation of societies. If a 

muslim is treated with arrogance they should not reply in the same manner 

instead they should hold to patience and forgiveness.  

 

 

In fact, being humble towards others irrespective of their social status is a 

characteristic of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be 

upon him. As advised in a Hadith found in Sunan An Nasai, number 1415, 

he would never dislike walking with the poor and needy in order to fulfil 

their needs. 

 

  

It is important for a muslim to never pay any attention to rumours or gossip 

about other muslims as in most cases they are either completely untrue or 

contain a few facts mixed with allot of fiction. In many cases, even the truth 

has been twisted out of context in order to fulfil someone's evil desires. A 

muslim should disregard what has been said and advise the gossiper to 

sincerely repent. They should never repeat the gossip to others nor 

mention the gossiper to others. By concealing this they should hope Allah, 



the Exalted, will conceal their faults in both worlds. This has been advised 

in a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 1930. 

 

 

In addition, a muslim should never backbite or slander other muslims as 

this is a major sin. In fact, one Hadith found in Sahih Muslim, number 290, 

warns that the tale bearer will not enter Paradise.  

 

 

It is a duty of a muslim to strive within their means to aid other muslims 

from any distress. It is confirmed in a Hadith found in Sunan Ibn Majah, 

number 225, that whoever does this will be relieved of a hardship on the 

Day of Judgment. The same Hadith advises that whoever relieves the 

financial burden of another muslim Allah, the Exalted, will relieve them in 

both worlds. So muslims should be kind towards those who are indebted to 

them.  

 

 

Another right a muslim has over other muslims is that if a muslim wrongs 

another muslim and then seeks forgiveness from them the victim should 

forgive them for the sake of Allah, the Exalted. This will result in Allah, the 

Exalted, forgiving the victim of their sins. Chapter 24 An Nur, verse 22: 

 

 

“…and let them pardon and overlook. Would you not like that Allah should 

forgive you?...” 

 



 

In fact, the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, 

has advised in a Hadith found in Sahih Muslim, number 6592, that whoever 

forgives others for the sake of Allah, the Exalted, will be blessed with more 

honour. 

 

  

In addition, a muslim should treat other muslims according to their status 

which has been advised in a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 

1921. Meaning, elders should be treated with respect and the young with 

mercy. This Hadith warns that those who do not behave in this manner do 

not belong to the way of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and 

blessings be upon him. In fact, a Hadith found in Imam Bukhari's, Adab Al 

Mufrad, number 357, advises that a part of respecting Allah, the Exalted, is 

showing respect to the elderly. All people are a part of the creation of Allah, 

the Exalted, so respecting them according to the teachings of Islam is in 

fact respecting the Creator namely, Allah, the Exalted.  

 

 

Islam teaches muslims that what they give is what they shall receive. 

According to a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 2022, when a 

young person honours and respects an elderly person because of their age 

Allah, the Exalted, will appoint someone to honour them if and when they 

reach elderly age. 

 

  

Another right a muslim owes to other muslims is to be cheerful with them 

as long as sins are avoided. In fact, smiling to another muslim in order to 



comfort them is recorded as a charity. This has been confirmed in a Hadith 

found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 1956. 

 

  

The one who is easy to deal with, soft and mild mannered towards other 

muslims has been given the glad tidings of protection from the fire of Hell in 

a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 2488. A part of being cheerful is 

speaking kindly to others. This is so important that the Holy Prophet 

Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, has advised in a Hadith 

found in Sahih Bukhari, number 7512, that this is a deed which protects 

one from the fire of Hell. In fact, a person who acts on this has been 

promised a beautiful chamber in Paradise in a Hadith found in Jami At 

Tirmidhi, number 1984.  

 

 

It is a duty on muslims to correct the problems between other muslims 

according to their capacity. In fact, the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace 

and blessings be upon him, advised in a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, 

number 2509, that doing this is better than voluntary prayer, fasting or 

charity. 

 

 

Another right a muslim has over other muslims is that one should conceal 

their faults. It has been advised in a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, 

number 1930, that Allah, the Exalted, will cover the faults of a muslim who 

conceals the faults of others for the sake of Allah, the Exalted. A Hadith 

found in Sunan Ibn Majah, number 2546, warns that whoever exposes the 

faults of others will have their faults exposed by Allah, the Exalted. This 

does not mean a muslim should ignore the sins of others. But it means they 

should gently and privately advise the sinner to sincerely repent and not 



mention their sin to others. Even if a muslim desires to teach others not to 

commit a similar sin they should follow the tradition of the Holy Prophet 

Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, and advise others without 

naming people. An example of this is recorded in a Hadith found in Sahih 

Bukhari, number 6979. A muslim should therefore screen the defects of 

others just as Allah, the Exalted, screens their defects and the mistakes of 

all others. 

 

 

A muslim should always avoid any situation which causes suspicion and 

doubt in the mind of other muslims. This is in order to protect them from 

sins which others who are suspicious might commit such as backbiting and 

slander. Extending this protection to other muslims is a part of loving good 

for them just as one loves good for themself. In a Hadith found in Sahih 

Bukhari, number 3101, the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings 

be upon him, once met his wife during the night. At the same time two 

Companions, may Allah be pleased with them, walked by hurriedly. The 

Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, called and 

informed them he was meeting his wife and not a strange woman. The 

Companions, may Allah be pleased with them, made it clear that an 

incorrect thought did not even cross their minds. The Holy Prophet 

Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, only responded in this 

manner in order to teach all muslims that one should clarify any activity 

which could be seen as suspicious in order to protect the thoughts of other 

muslims.  

 

 

This is connected to another pious characteristic. It is when one avoids 

doing things which are lawful in order to prevent other muslims feeling bad. 

For example, a husband not publically showing affection to his wife in front 

of other muslims, such as his sister. Even though, this is completely lawful 



but doing it in front of his sister might make her feel bad especially if her 

husband does not do things like that with her. This is a higher level of noble 

character which is not obligatory but a great virtue.  

 

 

Another right muslims have over other muslims is that they should be 

greeted with the Islamic greeting of peace. This should include the muslims 

one knows and those a muslim does not know. Many Hadiths discuss the 

importance and virtue of doing this good deed. For example, a Hadith 

found in Sunan Ibn Majah, number 68, links spreading the greeting of 

peace to other muslims to gaining entry into Paradise. Chapter 4 An Nisa, 

verse 86: 

 

 

“And when you are greeted with a greeting, greet [in return] with one better 

than it or [at least] return it [in a like manner]…” 

 

 

A Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 2706, advises that a muslim 

should extend the greeting of peace when they meet another muslim and 

when they leave them. 

 

  

It is important to note, the Islamic greeting of peace is an indication that a 

muslim should not only welcome a muslim with peaceful words but they 

must maintain kind words throughout every conversation. In addition, this 

spreading of peace should be shown through a muslim’s actions not just 



words. This is the true meaning of extending the Islamic greeting of peace 

to others.  

 

 

A muslim should also follow the tradition of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, 

peace and blessings be upon him, by shaking hands with other muslims 

when they extend the greeting of peace to them. In fact, the muslims who 

do this and avoid any sins during their conversation will have their minor 

sins forgiven before they separate. This is confirmed in a Hadith found in 

Sunan Abu Dawud, number 5212. 

 

  

It is a duty on all muslims to defend the rights of other muslims as much as 

they can without committing sins or harming themselves. For example, they 

should protect the honour of other muslims which are often violated behind 

their backs in the form of backbiting and slander. In fact, the Holy Prophet 

Muhammad, peace  and blessings be upon him, has advised in a Hadith 

found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 1931, that whoever protects the honour 

of another muslim will be protected from the fire of Hell on Judgment Day. 

 

  

If another muslim shows bad manners it is a duty on other muslims to 

maintain good manners with them. In addition, they should advise them in 

private to change their character for the better. Doing so in public can lead 

to their embarrassment and it is a duty of a muslim not to embarrass other 

muslims. In addition, a person who is embarrassed will more likely become 

angered and they therefore are less likely to accept the good advice which 

has been given to them.  

 



Good Service to All 

 

 

Seventh Point 
 

 

Muslims must maintain and fulfill the rights of the needy or those who are 

considered socially weak, such as orphans and widows. Muslims must 

support them in any way they can.  

 

 

An aspect of this support is donating the obligatory charity if it is an 

obligation on them. A muslim must ensure they donate through a reputable 

and trustworthy organisation or charity.  

 

 

Many verses and Hadiths discuss the importance of donating voluntary 

charity such as the Hadith found in Sahih Muslim, number 1671. It advises 

that charity is due every day from each muslim. This same Hadith makes it 

clear that this charity involves other good deeds not just donating wealth.  

 

 

Many Hadiths discuss the virtues of supporting orphans and widows. For 

example, the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, 

once advised in a Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari, number 6005, that 

whoever takes care of an orphan will be with the Holy Prophet Muhammad, 



peace and blessings be upon him, in Paradise. The Holy Prophet 

Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, labelled the home in which 

an orphan is taken good care of as the best house in a Hadith found in 

Sunan Ibn Majah, number 3679.  

 

 

In respect to widows, the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings 

be upon him, advised in a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 1969, 

that the one who supports a widow will be given reward equal to a muslim 

solider and the person who fasts every day and prays all night, every night.  

 

 



Good Service to All 

 

 

Eighth Point 
 

 

In a Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari, number 6014, the Holy Prophet 

Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, advised that he was 

encouraged to treat neighbors kindly to such an extent that he thought that 

a neighbour would become an heir of every muslim.  

 

 

Unfortunately, this duty is often neglected even though treating one's 

neighbours kindly is an important aspect of Islam. First of all, it is important 

to note that a person’s neighbour in Islam includes all those people who are 

living within forty houses in each direction to a muslim’s home. This is 

confirmed in a Hadith found in Imam Bukhari's, Adab Al Mufrad, Number 

109. 

 

 

The Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, once 

connected belief in Allah, the Exalted, and Judgment Day to treating a 

neighbour kindly in a Hadith found in Sahih Muslim, number 174. This 

Hadith alone is enough to indicate the seriousness of treating neighbours 

kindly. A Hadith found in Imam Bukhari's, Adab Al Mufrad, number 119, 

warns that a woman who fulfilled her obligatory duties and offered much 

voluntary worship would go to Hell because she mistreated her neighbours 

through her speech. If this is the case for the one who harms their 



neighbour through words can one imagine the seriousness of physically 

harming one's neighbour? 

 

  

A muslim must be patient when mistreated by their neighbor. In fact, a 

muslim should treat them kindly in cases like this. Repaying good with good 

is not difficult. A good neighbour is the one who repays harm with good. A 

muslim should respect the private space of their neighbour’s property but at 

the same time greet them and offer them help without being too intrusive. 

They should be supported by whatever means is available to a person, 

such as financial or emotional support.  

 

 

A muslim should always conceal the faults of their neighbors. The one who 

conceals the faults of others will have their faults concealed by Allah, the 

Exalted. And the one who exposes the faults of others Allah, the Exalted, 

will expose their faults and publically disgrace them. This is confirmed in a 

Hadith found in Sunan Abu Dawud, number 4880.  

 



Good Service to All 

 

 

Ninth Point 
 

 

In a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 2003, the Holy Prophet 

Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, advised that the heaviest 

thing in the scales of Judgment Day will be good character. This includes 

showing good character towards Allah, the Exalted, by fulfilling His 

commands, refraining from His prohibitions and by facing destiny with 

patience. It also includes showing good character towards people. 

Unfortunately, many muslims strive to fulfil the obligatory duties in respect 

to Allah, the Exalted, but neglect the second aspect by mistreating others. 

They fail to understand its importance. A Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, 

number 2515, clearly advises that a person will not be a true believer until 

they love for others what they love for themself. Meaning, the same way a 

person desires to be treated kindly they must also treat others with good 

character otherwise they will not succeed as the only truly successful 

people are the believers.  

 

 

In addition, a person cannot be a true believer until they keep their verbal 

and physical harm away from others and their possessions irrespective of 

their faith. This has been confirmed in a Hadith found in Sunan An Nasai, 

number 4998.  

 

 



The Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, once 

warned in a Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari, number 3318, that a woman will 

enter Hell because she mistreated a cat which led to its death. And another 

Hadith found in Sunan Abu Dawud, number 2550, advises that a man was 

forgiven because he fed a thirsty dog. If this is the outcome of showing 

good character and the consequences of showing evil character to animals 

can one imagine the importance of showing good character towards Allah, 

the Exalted, and people? In fact, the main Hadith under discussion 

concludes by advising that the one who possesses good character will be 

rewarded like the muslim who persistently worships Allah, the Exalted, and 

regularly fasts.  

 
 
 
 



Showing Gratitude 
 

 

First Point 
 

 

A muslim must ensure they fulfill all three aspects of gratitude so that they 

avoid becoming a denier of Allah, the Exalted, as the one who is ungrateful 

in reality, scorns the One who granted them the blessings. Chapter 2 Al 

Baqarah, verse 152: 

 

 

“…And be grateful to Me and do not deny Me.” 

 

 

The three aspects of gratitude are to internally acknowledge Allah, the 

Exalted, as the sole Creator and Provider of all blessings. An aspect of this 

is to correct one’s intention so that they only perform actions to please 

Allah, the Exalted. The next aspect is to praise Allah, the Exalted, via the 

tongue. And the final and highest aspect is to practically show gratitude 

through one's actions by using each blessing as prescribed by Islam in 

order to please Allah, the Exalted. Chapter 14 Ibrahim, verse 7: 

 

 



“And [remember] when your Lord proclaimed, 'If you are grateful, I will 

surely increase you [in favor]; but if you deny, indeed, My punishment is 

severe.'"” 

 

 

As true gratitude leads to an increase in blessings muslims should fear that 

showing ingratitude may cause the blessings they possess to either be 

taken away from them or for their blessings to be used against them by 

becoming a burden and a curse for them in both worlds. It is important to 

note, even if a muslim becomes truly grateful they will still face tests and 

difficulties as they are guaranteed. But if they behave in the correct way 

they will be guided through every situation so that they obtain peace of 

mind and body in this world and a great reward in the hereafter. This is 

similar to the patient who is operated on but feels no pain as they have 

been anesthetized.  

 

 

 



Showing Gratitude 

 

 

Second Point 
 

 

Gratitude to Allah, the Exalted, involves using the blessings one has been 

granted in ways pleasing to Him. 

 

 

In reality, in most cases nothing in this material world in itself is good or 

bad, such as wealth. What makes a thing good or bad is the way it is used. 

It is important to understand that the very purpose of everything which was 

created by Allah, the Exalted, was for it to be used correctly according to 

the teachings of Islam. When something is not used correctly it in reality 

becomes useless. For example, wealth is useful in both worlds when it is 

used correctly such as being spent on the necessities of a person and their 

dependents. But it can become useless and even a curse for its bearer if it 

is not used correctly, such as being hoarded or spent on sinful things. 

Simply hoarding wealth causes wealth to lose value. How can paper and 

metal coins one tucks away be useful? In this respect, there is no 

difference between a blank piece of paper and a note of money. It is only 

useful when it is used correctly.  

 

 

So if a Muslim desires all their worldly possessions to become a blessing 

for them in both worlds all they have to do is use them correctly according 

to the teachings found in the Holy Quran and the traditions of the Holy 



Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him. But if they use 

them incorrectly then the same blessing will become a burden and curse 

for them in both worlds. It is as simple as that.  

 



Showing Gratitude 

 

 

Third Point 
 

 

Gratitude to Allah, the Exalted, involves using the blessings one has been 

granted in ways pleasing to Him. One can adopt the correct attitude when 

they understand the purpose of these blessings. 

 

 

Every worldly blessing a Muslim possesses is only a means which should 

aid them in reaching the hereafter safely. It is not an end in itself. For 

example, wealth is a means one should use in order to obey Allah, the 

Exalted, by fulfilling the commands of Allah, the Exalted, fulfilling their 

necessities and the necessities of their dependents. It is not an end or an 

ultimate goal in itself.  

 

 

This not only aids a Muslim in maintaining their focus on the hereafter but it 

also aids them whenever they lose worldly blessings. When a Muslim treats 

each worldly blessing, such as a child, as a means to please Allah, the 

Exalted, and reach the hereafter safely then losing it will not have such a 

detrimental impact on them. They may become sad, which is an acceptable 

emotion, but they will not become grieved which leads to impatience and 

other mental problems, such as depression. This is because they firmly 

believe the worldly blessing they possessed was only a means so losing it 

does not cause a loss in the ultimate goal namely, Paradise, the loss of 



which is disastrous. Therefore, still possessing and concentrating on the 

ultimate goal will prevent them from becoming grieved.  

 

 

In addition, they will understand that just like the thing they lost was only a 

means they firmly believe they will be provided with another means to 

reach and fulfil their ultimate goal by Allah, the Exalted. This will also 

prevent them from grieving. Whereas, the one who believes their worldly 

blessing is the end instead of a means will experience severe grief when 

losing it as their whole purpose and objective has been lost. This grief will 

lead to depression and other mental issues.  

 

 

To conclude, Muslims should treat each blessing they possess as a means 

to reach the hereafter safely not as an end in itself. This is how one can 

possess things without being possessed by them. This is how they can 

keep worldly things in their hands and not in their hearts.  

 

 



Showing Gratitude 

 

 

Fourth Point 
 

 

In a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 1954, the Holy Prophet 

Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, advised that whoever is 

not grateful to people cannot be grateful to Allah, the Exalted.  

 

 

Even though there is no doubt that the source of all blessings is none 

other than Allah, the Exalted, none the less showing gratitude to people 

is an important aspect of Islam. This is because Allah, the Exalted, 

sometimes uses a person as a means to help others such as one’s 

parents. As the means has been created and used by Allah, the Exalted, 

being grateful to them is in fact being grateful to Allah, the Exalted. 

Therefore, muslims must show good character and always show 

appreciation for any aid or support they receive from others irrespective 

of its size. They should show gratitude to Allah, the Exalted, by using the 

blessing according to His commands as He is the source of the blessing 

and show gratitude to the person as they are the means which was 

created and chosen by Allah, the Exalted. A muslim should show 

gratitude verbally to people and practically by repaying their act of 

kindness according to their means even if it is only a supplication on 

their behalf. This has been advised in a Hadith found in Imam Bukhari's, 

Adab Al Mufrad, number 216. 

 

 



The person who does not show gratitude to people cannot show true 

gratitude to Allah, the Exalted, and therefore they will not be given an 

increase in blessings. Chapter 14 Ibrahim, verse 7: 

 

 

“And [remember] when your Lord proclaimed, 'If you are grateful, I will 

surely increase you [in favor]…” 

 

 

If a muslim desires an increase in blessings they must fulfill both aspects 

of gratitude namely, to Allah, the Exalted, and to people.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

All praise is due to Allah, Lord of the worlds and may peace and 

blessings be upon His final Messenger, Muhammad, his noble Family 

and Companions. 
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