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Introduction 
 

 

The following short book discusses some Advice given by the Great 

Companion of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be 

upon him, the Third Rightly Guided Caliph of Islam, Uthman Ibn Affan, 

may Allah be pleased with him.  

 

 

Implementing the lessons discussed will aid a Muslim to Achieve Noble 

Character. According to the Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 

2003, the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, 

has advised that the heaviest thing in the Scales of Judgment Day will 

be Noble Character. It is one of qualities of the Holy Prophet 

Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, which Allah, the Exalted, 

complimented in Chapter 68 Al Qalam, Verse 4 of the Holy Quran: 

 

 

“And indeed, you are of a great moral character.” 

 

 

Therefore, it is a duty on all Muslims to gain and act on the teachings of 

the Holy Quran and the traditions of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, 

peace and blessings be upon him, in order to Achieve Noble Character. 

 

 



Advice of Uthman Ibn Affan (RA)  
 

 

The Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, 

once advised that the most humble and modest person among his 

followers was Uthman Ibn Affan, may Allah be pleased with him. 

(Imam Al Asfahani, Hilyat Al Awliya, Number 111) 

 

 

The servants of Allah, the Exalted, have understood that anything good 

they possess is solely because Allah, the Exalted, granted it to them. And 

any evil they are saved from is because Allah, the Exalted, protected them. 

Is it not foolish to be proud of something that does not belong to someone? 

Just like a person does not boast about a sports car which does not belong 

to them muslims must realize nothing in reality belongs to them. This 

attitude ensures one remains humble at all times. The humble servants of 

Allah, the Exalted, fully believe in the Hadith of the Holy Prophet 

Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, found in Sahih Bukhari, 

number 5673, which declares that the righteous deeds of a person will not 

take them to Paradise. Only the mercy of Allah, the Exalted, can cause this 

to occur. This is because every righteous deed is only possible when Allah, 

the Exalted, provides one with the knowledge, strength, opportunity and 

inspiration to perform it. Even the acceptance of the deed is dependent on 

the mercy of Allah, the Exalted. When one bares this in mind it saves them 

from pride and inspires them to adopt humility. One should always 

remember that being humble is not a sign of weakness as Islam has 

encouraged one to defend themself if necessary. In other words, Islam 

teaches muslims to be humble without weakness. In fact, the Holy Prophet 

Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, has confirmed in a Hadith 

found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 2029, that whoever humbles themself 

before Allah, the Exalted, will be raised by Him. So in reality, humility leads 



to honor in both worlds. One only needs to reflect on the most humble of 

the creation to understand this fact namely, the Holy Prophet Muhammad, 

peace and blessings be upon him. Allah, the Exalted, has clearly ordered 

people by ordering the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be 

upon him, to adopt this important quality. Chapter 26 Ash Shu’ara, verse 

215: 

 

 

“And lower your wing [i.e., show kindness] to those who follow you of the 

believers.”  

 

 

The Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, led a 

humble life. For example, he happily carried out the domestic duties at 

home thereby proving these chores are gender-neutral. This is confirmed in 

Imam Bukhari’s, Adab Al Mufrad, number 538. 

 

  

Humility is an inner characteristic that manifests outwards such as the way 

one walks. This is discussed in another verse chapter 31 Luqman, verse 

18: 

 

 

“And do not turn your cheek [in contempt] toward people and do not walk 

through the earth exultantly…” 

 

 



Allah, the Exalted, has made it clear that Paradise is for the humble 

servants who possess no trace of pride. Chapter 28 Al Qasas, verse 83: 

 

 

“That home of the Hereafter We assign to those who do not desire 

exaltedness upon the earth or corruption. And the [best] outcome is for the 

righteous.” 

 

 

In fact, the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, 

has confirmed in a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 1998, that 

whoever possesses an atom’s worth of pride will not enter Paradise. Only 

Allah, the Exalted, has the right to be proud as He is the Creator, Sustainer 

and Owner of the entire universe. 

 

 

It is important to note, pride is when one believes they are superior to 

others and rejects the truth when it is presented to them as they dislike 

accepting the truth when it comes from other than them. This is confirmed 

in a Hadith found in Sunan Abu Dawud, number 4092. 

 

 

 

 

 



Al Hasan, may Allah have mercy on him, once said that even when 

Uthman Ibn Affan, may Allah be pleased with him, was within the 

privacy of his own home and the doors were locked he would not 

completely take off his robe when washing himself and he would sit 

down when having a bath as he was shy before Allah, the Exalted. 

(Imam Al Asfahani, Hilyat Al Awliya, Number 111) 

 

 

In a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 2458, the Holy Prophet 

Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, advised that showing true 

modesty to Allah, the Exalted, involves guarding the head and what it 

contains and to protect the stomach and what it contains and to remember 

death often. He concluded by declaring that whoever intends to seek the 

hereafter should leave the adornments of the material world.  

 

 

This Hadith proves that modesty is something which extends beyond one's 

clothing. It is something which encompasses every aspect of one's life. 

Protecting the head includes guarding the tongue, eyes, ears and even the 

thoughts from sins and vain things. Even though, one may hide what they 

say and what they see from others but they cannot hide these things from 

Allah, the Exalted. So protecting these parts of the body is a sign of true 

modesty.  

 

 

Guarding the stomach means one should avoid unlawful wealth and food. 

This will lead to the rejection of one's good deeds. This has been indicated 

in a Hadith found in Sahih Muslim, number 2342. 

 



  

Finally, modesty includes giving priority to the hereafter over the excess of 

this material world.  It is important to note, this includes taking from the 

material world in order to fulfill one's needs and the needs of their 

dependents without waste, excess or extravagance as these are disliked by 

Allah, the Exalted. Chapter 7 Al Araf, verse 31: 

 

 

“…and eat and drink, but be not excessive. Indeed, He likes not those who 

commit excess.” 

 

 

The one who behaves in this manner according to the teachings of Islam 

will find that they adequately prepare for the hereafter and have plenty of 

time to enjoy the lawful pleasures of the world moderately.  

 

 



Uthman Ibn Affan, the Third Rightly Guided Caliph, may Allah be 

pleased with him, once sought permission to enter a garden where 

the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, was 

sitting. The Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon 

him, told the gatekeeper, Abu Musa Al Ash’ari, may Allah be pleased 

with him, to give him permission and give him the glad tidings of 

Paradise and an extremely difficult last trial in this world. When 

Uthman, may Allah be pleased with him, was informed of this he 

simply praised Allah, the Exalted, and quietly sat near the Holy 

Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him.  (Imam Al 

Asfahani, Hilyat Al Awliya, Number 116) 

 

 

In life a muslim will always face either times of ease or times of difficulty. 

No one only experiences times of ease without experiencing some 

difficulties. But the thing to note is that even though difficulties by definition 

are hard to deal with they are in fact a means to obtain and demonstrate 

one's true greatness and servanthood to Allah, the Exalted. In addition, in 

the majority of cases people learn more important life lessons when they 

face difficulties then when they face times of ease. And people often 

change for the better after experiencing times of difficulty than times of 

ease. One only needs to reflect on this in order to understand this truth. In 

fact, if one studies the Holy Quran they will realise the majority of the 

events discussed involve difficulties. This indicates that true greatness 

does not lie in always experiencing times of ease. It in fact, lies in 

experiencing difficulties while remaining obedient to Allah, the Exalted, by 

fulfilling His commands, refraining from His prohibitions and by facing 

destiny with patience. This is proven by the fact that each of the great 

difficulties discussed in Islamic teachings end with ultimate success for 

those who obeyed Allah, the Exalted. So a muslim should not be bothered 

about facing difficulties as these are just moments for them to shine while 

acknowledging their true servanthood to Allah, the Exalted, through sincere 

obedience. This is the key to ultimate success in both worlds. 



When Uthman Ibn Affan, the Third Rightly Guided Caliph, may Allah 

be pleased with him, was besieged in his house by those who 

martyred him he said, “I have made a solemn promise to the Holy 

Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, that I will face 

the consequences of what occurs with patience.” (Imam Al Asfahani, 

Hilyat Al Awliya, Number 117) 

 

 

It is important for muslims to understand that Allah, the Exalted, does not 

demand muslims to overcome the difficulties which the Holy Prophet 

Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, and his Companions, may 

Allah be pleased with them, endured. For example, they migrated from 

Mecca to Medina whereby they left behind their families, homes, 

businesses and migrated to a strange land all for the sake of Allah, the 

Exalted. 

 

 

In comparison, the difficulties muslims face now are not as difficult as those 

the righteous predecessors faced. Muslims should therefore be grateful 

that they are only required to make a few small sacrifices, such as 

sacrificing some sleep to offer the obligatory dawn prayer and some wealth 

to donate the obligatory charity. Allah, the Exalted, is not commanding 

them to leave their homes and families for His sake. This gratitude must be 

shown practically by using the blessings one possesses in ways pleasing to 

Allah, the Exalted. 

 

 

In addition, when a muslim faces difficulties they should remember the 

difficulties the righteous predecessors faced and how they overcame them 

through steadfast obedience to Allah, the Exalted, which involves fulfilling 



His commands, refraining from His prohibitions and facing destiny with 

patience. This knowledge can provide a muslim the strength to overcome 

their difficulties as they know the righteous predecessors were more 

beloved to Allah, the Exalted, yet they endured more severe difficulties with 

patience. In fact, a Hadith found in Sunan Ibn Majah, number 4023, advises 

that the Holy Prophets, peace be upon them, endured the most difficult of 

tests and they are undoubtedly the most beloved to Allah, the Exalted. 

 

  

If a muslim follows the steadfast attitude of the righteous predecessors it is 

hoped they will end up with them in the hereafter.  

 

 



Abu Huraira, may Allah be pleased with him, once advised that 

Uthman Ibn Affan, may Allah be pleased with him, bought Paradise 

twice. The first time is when he bought the well of Rumah from a non-

muslim, which he donated to the people of Medina. The second time 

is when he financed and equipped the Army of Hardship. (Imam Al 

Asfahani, Hilyat Al Awliya, Number 119) 

 

 

One must follow in the footsteps of Uthman, may Allah be pleased with 

him, by using the blessings they have been granted in ways pleasing to 

Allah, the Exalted. 

 

 

In reality, in most cases nothing in this material world in itself is good or 

bad, such as wealth. What makes a thing good or bad is the way it is used. 

It is important to understand that the very purpose of everything which was 

created by Allah, the Exalted, was for it to be used correctly according to 

the teachings of Islam. When something is not used correctly it in reality 

becomes useless. For example, wealth is useful in both worlds when it is 

used correctly such as being spent on the necessities of a person and their 

dependents. But it can become useless and even a curse for its bearer if it 

is not used correctly, such as being hoarded or spent on sinful things. 

Simply hoarding wealth causes wealth to lose value. How can paper and 

metal coins one tucks away be useful? In this respect, there is no 

difference between a blank piece of paper and a note of money. It is only 

useful when it is used correctly.  

 

 

So if a Muslim desires all their worldly possessions to become a blessing 

for them in both worlds all they have to do is use them correctly according 



to the teachings found in the Holy Quran and the traditions of the Holy 

Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him. But if they use 

them incorrectly then the same blessing will become a burden and curse 

for them in both worlds. It is as simple as that.  

 



Abu Huraira, may Allah be pleased with him, once advised that 

Uthman Ibn Affan, may Allah be pleased with him, bought Paradise 

twice. The first time is when he bought the well of Rumah from a non-

muslim, which he donated to the people of Medina. The second time 

is when he financed the equipped the Army of Hardship. (Imam Al 

Asfahani, Hilyat Al Awliya, Number 119) 

 

 

One must follow in the footsteps of Uthman, may Allah be pleased with 

him, by using the blessings they have been granted in ways pleasing to 

Allah, the Exalted. One can adopt the correct attitude when they 

understand the purpose of these blessings. 

 

 

Every worldly blessing a Muslim possesses is only a means which should 

aid them in reaching the hereafter safely. It is not an end in itself. For 

example, wealth is a means one should use in order to obey Allah, the 

Exalted, by fulfilling the commands of Allah, the Exalted, fulfilling their 

necessities and the necessities of their dependents. It is not an end or an 

ultimate goal in itself.  

 

 

This not only aids a Muslim in maintaining their focus on the hereafter but it 

also aids them whenever they lose worldly blessings. When a Muslim treats 

each worldly blessing, such as a child, as a means to please Allah, the 

Exalted, and reach the hereafter safely then losing it will not have such a 

detrimental impact on them. They may become sad, which is an acceptable 

emotion, but they will not become grieved which leads to impatience and 

other mental problems, such as depression. This is because they firmly 

believe the worldly blessing they possessed was only a means so losing it 



does not cause a loss in the ultimate goal namely, Paradise, the loss of 

which is disastrous. Therefore, still possessing and concentrating on the 

ultimate goal will prevent them from becoming grieved.  

 

 

In addition, they will understand that just like the thing they lost was only a 

means they firmly believe they will be provided with another means to 

reach and fulfil their ultimate goal by Allah, the Exalted. This will also 

prevent them from grieving. Whereas, the one who believes their worldly 

blessing is the end instead of a means will experience severe grief when 

losing it as their whole purpose and objective has been lost. This grief will 

lead to depression and other mental issues.  

 

 

To conclude, Muslims should treat each blessing they possess as a means 

to reach the hereafter safely not as an end in itself. This is how one can 

possess things without being possessed by them. This is how they can 

keep worldly things in their hands and not in their hearts.  

 

 



Uthman Ibn Affan, may Allah be pleased with him, used to feed the 

people the finest of foods yet he would enter his house to eat bread 

dipped in oil and vinegar. (Imam Al Asfahani, Hilyat Al Awliya, Number 

123) 

 

 

In a Hadith found in Sunan Ibn Majah, number 4118, the Holy Prophet 

Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, advised that simplicity is a 

part of faith.  

 

 

Islam does not teach muslims to give up all their wealth and lawful desires 

but it instead teaches them to adopt a simple lifestyle in all aspects of their 

life, such as their food, clothing, housing and business, so that it provides 

them free time to prepare for the hereafter adequately. This involves 

fulfilling the commands of Allah, the Exalted, refraining from His 

prohibitions and facing destiny with patience according to the traditions of 

the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him. This 

simple life includes striving in this world in order to fulfill one’s needs and 

the needs of their dependents without excessiveness, waste or 

extravagance.  

 

 

A muslim should understand that the simpler life they lead the less they will 

stress over worldly things and therefore the more they will be able to strive 

for the hereafter thereby, obtaining peace of mind, body and soul. But the 

more complicated a person's life is the more they will stress, encounter 

difficulties and strive less for their hereafter as their preoccupations with 

worldly things will never seem to end. This attitude will prevent them from 

obtaining peace of mind, body and soul.  



 

 

Simplicity leads to a life of ease in this world and a straight forward 

accounting on the Day of Judgment. Whereas, a complicated and indulgent 

life will only lead to a stressful life and a severe and difficult accounting on 

the Day of Judgment.  

 

 

 



When Uthman Ibn Affan, may Allah be pleased with him, used to visit 

a grave he wept until his beard became soaked with tears. (Imam Al 

Asfahani, Hilyat Al Awliya, Number 128) 

 

 

He behaved in this manner as he understood that the grave of a person is 

either a garden of Paradise or a pit of Hell. 

 

 

In a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 2460, the Holy Prophet 

Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, advised that a grave is 

either a garden of Paradise or a pit of Hell. This Hadith further explains that 

when a successful believer is placed in their grave it widens and becomes 

comfortable for them whereas, the grave of a sinful person becomes 

extremely constricted and harmful for them.  

 

 

It is important to note, that in reality each person takes the garden of 

Paradise or pit of Hell with them when they depart this world namely, their 

deeds. If a muslim obeys Allah, the Exalted, by fulfilling His commands, 

refraining from His prohibitions and faces destiny with patience according 

to the traditions of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be 

upon him, then it will ensure they prepare the deeds required to make their 

grave a garden of Paradise. But if they disobey Allah, the Exalted, then 

their sins will create the pit of Hell they will rest in until the Day of 

Judgment.  

 

 



Therefore, muslims must act today and not delay in this preparation as the 

time of death is unknown and often comes suddenly. Delaying to a 

tomorrow one may not see is foolish and it only leads to regrets. The same 

way a person spends much energy and time beautifying their home in this 

world they must strive harder in beautifying their grave as the journey there 

is inevitable and the stay there long. And if one suffers in their grave then 

what follows will only be worse. This has been warned in a Hadith found in 

Sunan Ibn Majah, number 4267. 

 



Uthman Ibn Affan, the Third Rightly Guided Caliph, may Allah be 

pleased with him, once gave a sermon and said, “O people! Fear 

Allah, the Exalted, because His fear is a great blessing…” (Imam Ibn 

Kathir, Al Bidaya Wal Nihaya, 7/234) 

 

 

Piety/Fearing Allah, the Exalted, cannot be achieved without gaining and 

acting on Islamic knowledge so that one can fulfill the commands of Allah, 

the Exalted, refrain from His prohibitions and face destiny with patience 

according to the traditions of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and 

blessings be upon him. Chapter 35 Fatir, verse 28: 

 

 

“…Only those fear Allah, from among His servants, who have 

knowledge…” 

 

 

In a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 2451, the Holy Prophet 

Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon, advised that a muslim cannot 

become pious until they avoid something which is not harmful to their 

religion out of caution that it will lead to something which is harmful. 

Therefore, an aspect of piety is to avoid things which are doubtful not just 

unlawful. This is because doubtful things takes a muslim one step closer to 

the unlawful and the closer one is to the unlawful the easier it is to fall into 

it. It is why a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 1205, advises that 

the one who avoids unlawful and doubtful things will protect their religion 

and honor. If one observes those who have become misguided in society, 

in most cases, this occurred gradually not in one sudden step. Meaning, 

the person first indulged in doubtful things before falling into the unlawful. 

This is the reason why Islam stresses the need to avoid unnecessary and 



vain things in one's life as they can lead them to the unlawful. For example, 

vain and useless speech which is not classified sinful by Islam often leads 

to evil speech, such as backbiting, lying and slander. If a person avoids the 

first step by not indulging in vain speech they will undoubtedly avoid evil 

speech. This process can be applied to all things which are vain, 

unnecessary and especially, doubtful.  

 

 

 

 

 



Uthman Ibn Affan, the Third Rightly Guided Caliph, may Allah be 

pleased with him, once gave a sermon and said, “O people! Fear 

Allah, the Exalted, because His fear is a great blessing. The most 

intelligent person is the one who controls himself…” (Imam Ibn 

Kathir, Al Bidaya Wal Nihaya, 7/234) 

 

 

In a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 2451, the Holy Prophet 

Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon, advised that a muslim cannot 

become pious until they avoid something which is not harmful to their 

religion out of caution that it will lead to something which is harmful.  

 

 

Piety can be summed up to mean fulfilling the commands of Allah, the 

Exalted, refraining from His prohibitions and facing destiny with patience 

according to the traditions of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and 

blessings be upon him. This includes treating others how one desires to be 

treated by people.  

 

 

An aspect of piety is to avoid things which are doubtful not just unlawful. 

This is because doubtful things take a muslim one step closer to the 

unlawful. And the closer one is to the unlawful the easier it is to fall into it. It 

is why a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 1205, advises that the 

one who avoids unlawful and doubtful things and only uses lawful things 

will protect their religion and honor.  

 

 



If one observes those who have become misguided in society, in most 

cases, it occurred gradually not in one sudden step. Meaning, the person 

first indulged in doubtful things before falling into the unlawful. This is the 

reason why Islam stresses the need to avoid unnecessary and vain things 

in one's life as they can lead them to the unlawful. For example, vain and 

useless speech meaning, speech which derives no benefit nor is it a sin, 

often leads to evil speech such as backbiting, lying and slander. If a person 

avoided the first step by not indulging in vain speech they would avoid evil 

speech. This process can be applied to all things which are vain, 

unnecessary and especially, doubtful. Therefore, a muslim should strive to 

adopt piety as described earlier, a branch of which is to avoid vain and 

doubtful things out of fear they will lead to the unlawful.  

 

 

 

 



Uthman Ibn Affan, the Third Rightly Guided Caliph, may Allah be 

pleased with him, once gave a sermon and said, “…The most 

intelligent person is the one who controls himself, works for what will 

come after death and obtains light from Allah, the Exalted, which will 

support him in his grave…” (Imam Ibn Kathir, Al Bidaya Wal Nihaya, 

7/234) 

 

 

Disbelief can be a literal rejecting of Islam or through actions, which 

involves disobeying Allah, the Exalted, even though one believes in Him. 

This can be clearly understood by an example. If an unaware person is 

warned by another of an approaching lion and the unaware person takes 

practical steps to obtain safety they will be considered someone who 

believed in the warning given to them as they adapted their behaviour 

based on the warning. Whereas, if the unaware person does not practically 

change their behaviour after being warned, people will suspect that they do 

not believe in the warning given to them even if the unaware person 

verbally claims belief in the warning given to them. 

 

 

Some people claim that their belief and obedience to their God is in their 

hearts and they therefore do not need to demonstrate it practically. 

Unfortunately, this foolish mentality has infected many Muslims who believe 

they possess a pure faithful heart even though they fail to fulfil the 

obligatory duties of Islam. The Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and 

blessings be upon him, has clearly declared in a Hadith found in Sunan Ibn 

Majah, number 3984, that when one's heart is pure the body becomes pure 

which means their actions become correct. But if one's heart is corrupt the 

body becomes corrupt which means their actions will be corrupt and 

incorrect. Therefore, the one who does not obey Allah, the Exalted, by 

fulfilling their duties practically can never have a pure heart.  



 

 

In addition, demonstrating one's faith in Allah, the Exalted, practically is 

their proof and evidence which is required on Judgment Day in order to be 

granted Paradise. Not having this practical evidence is as silly as a student 

who hands back a blank exam paper to their teacher claiming their 

knowledge is in their mind so they therefore do not need to write it down by 

answering the exam questions. The same way this student would 

undoubtedly fail so will a person who reaches Judgment Day without the 

obedience of Allah, the Exalted, in the form of fulfilling His commands, 

refraining from His prohibitions and by facing destiny with patience, even if 

they possess faith in their heart.  

 

 



Uthman Ibn Affan, the Third Rightly Guided Caliph, may Allah be 

pleased with him, once gave a sermon and said, “…a person must 

fear Allah, the Exalted, resurrecting them blind, even though they 

could see during their life on Earth…” (Imam Ibn Kathir, Al Bidaya Wal 

Nihaya, 7/234) 

 

 

This is connected to chapter 20 Taha, verses 124-126: 

 

 

“And whoever turns away from My remembrance - indeed, he will have a 

depressed life, and We will gather him on the Day of Resurrection blind. He 

will say, "My Lord, why have you raised me blind while I was [once] 

seeing?" [Allāh] will say, "Thus did Our signs come to you, and you forgot 

[i.e., disregarded] them; and thus will you this Day be forgotten."” 

 

 

The root of this blindness is forgetting Allah, the Exalted. 

 

 

In a Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari, number 6407, the Holy Prophet 

Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, advised that the difference 

between the person who remembers Allah, the Exalted, and the one who 

does not is like a living person compared to a dead person.  

 

 



It is important for muslims who desire to create a strong connection with 

Allah, the Exalted, so that they can overcome all difficulties in this world 

and in the hereafter successfully to remember Allah, the Exalted, as much 

as possible. Put simply, the more they remember Him the more they will 

achieve this vital goal. 

 

  

This is achieved by practically acting on the three levels of the 

remembrance of Allah, the Exalted. The first level is to remember Allah, the 

Exalted, internally and silently. This includes correcting one's intention so 

that they only act in order to please Allah, the Exalted. The second is by 

remembering Allah, the Exalted, through one’s tongue. But the highest and 

most effective way of strengthening one's bond with Allah, the Exalted, is 

practically remembering Him with one's limbs. This is achieved by fulfilling 

His commands, refraining from His prohibitions and by facing destiny with 

patience according to the traditions of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace 

and blessings be upon him. This requires one to gain and act on Islamic 

knowledge which in turn is the root of all good and success in both worlds.  

 

 

Those who remain on the first two levels will receive reward depending on 

their intention but they are unlikely to increase the strength of their faith and 

piety unless they move to the third and highest level of the remembrance of 

Allah, the Exalted.  

 

 

 



Uthman Ibn Affan, the Third Rightly Guided Caliph, may Allah be 

pleased with him, once gave a sermon and said, “…know that if Allah, 

the Exalted, is supporting someone, he has nothing to fear. But if 

Allah, the Exalted, is against him, who else can help him?” (Imam Ibn 

Kathir, Al Bidaya Wal Nihaya, 7/234) 

 

 

It is important for muslims to understand a simple yet profound lesson 

namely, they will never succeed in this world or the next in worldly or 

religious matters through the disobedience of Allah, the Exalted. Since the 

dawn of time to this age and till the end of time no person has ever 

achieved true success nor will they ever through the disobedience of Allah, 

the Exalted. This is quite obvious when one turns the pages of history. 

Therefore, when a muslim is in a situation which they desire to achieve a 

positive and successful outcome from they should never choose to disobey 

Allah, the Exalted, irrespective of how tempting or easy it may seem to be. 

Even if one is advised by their close friends and relatives to do so as there 

is no obedience to the creation if it means disobedience to the Creator. And 

in truth they will never be able to protect them from Allah, the Exalted, and 

His punishment in either this world or the next. The same way Allah, the 

Exalted, grants success to those who obey Him He removes a successful 

outcome from those who disobey Him even if this removal takes time to 

witness. A muslim should not be fooled as this will occur sooner or later. 

The Holy Quran has made it extremely clear that an evil plan or action only 

encompasses the doer even if this punishment is delayed. Chapter 35 

Fatir, verse 43: 

 

 

“…but the evil plot does not encompass except its own people…” 

 



 

Therefore, no matter how difficult the situation and choice muslims should 

always choose the obedience of Allah, the Exalted, in both worldly and 

religious matters as this alone will lead to true success in both worlds even 

if this success is not obvious immediately.  

 



Uthman Ibn Affan, the Third Rightly Guided Caliph, may Allah be 

pleased with him, once gave a sermon and said, “O man! You should 

know that the Angel of Death who has been appointed over you will 

never leave you and go to someone else…You should therefore be on 

guard and prepare for him and never be unmindful of him as he is 

never unmindful of you.” (Imam Ibn Kathir, Al Bidaya Wal Nihaya, 

7/234) 

 

 

Death is something which is certain to occur but the time is unknown so it 

therefore makes sense that a muslim who believes in the hereafter 

prioritises preparing for it over preparing for things which might not occur, 

such as marriage, children or their retirement. It is strange how many 

muslims have adopted the opposite mentality even though they testify that 

the world is temporary and uncertain whereas the hereafter is permanent 

and they are certain to reach it. No matter how one behaves they will be 

judged regarding their deeds. A muslim should not be fooled into believing 

that they can and will prepare for the hereafter in the future as this attitude 

only causes them to delay further until their death occurs and they leave 

this world with regrets that will not aid them.  

 

 

So the important thing is not that people will die as this is unavoidable but 

the key is acting in such a way that one is fully prepared for it. The only way 

to prepare for it correctly is by acting on the teachings of Islam namely, 

fulfilling the commands of Allah, the Exalted, refraining from His 

prohibitions and facing destiny with patience. This is only possible when 

one prioritises preparing for the hereafter over preparing for things which 

might not occur.  

 



Uthman Ibn Affan, the Third Rightly Guided Caliph, may Allah be 

pleased with him, once gave a sermon and said, “…Meeting Allah, the 

Exalted, is inescapable. Therefore, you must take control of yourself 

(your actions) and do not leave it to anyone else.” (Imam Ibn Kathir, Al 

Bidaya Wal Nihaya, 7/234) 

 

 

It is important for muslims to regularly assess their own deeds as no one 

except Allah, the Exalted, is better aware of them than themselves. When 

one honestly judges their own deeds it will inspire them to sincerely repent 

from their sins and encourage them towards righteous deeds. But the one 

who fails to regularly assess their deeds will lead a life of heedlessness 

whereby they commit sins without sincerely repenting. This person will find 

the weighing of their deeds on the Day of Judgment extremely difficult. In 

fact, it may well cause them to be hurled into Hell.  

 

 

A clever business owner will always regularly assess their accounts. This 

will ensure their business heads in the right direction and ensures they 

complete all the necessary accounts such as a tax return correctly. But the 

foolish business owner will not regularly take accounts of their business. 

This will lead to a loss in profits and a failure in correctly preparing for their 

accounts. Those who fail to file their accounts correctly with the 

government face penalties which only makes their lives more difficult. But 

the key thing to note is that the penalty of failing to correctly assess and 

prepare one's deeds for the Scales of Judgment Day does not involve a 

monetary fine. Its penalty is more severe and truly unbearable. Chapter 99 

Az Zalzalah, verses 7-8: 

 

 



“So whoever does an atom's weight of good will see it. And whoever does 

an atom's weight of evil will see it.”  



Uthman Ibn Affan, the Third Rightly Guided Caliph, may Allah be 

pleased with him, once gave a sermon and said, “Allah, the Exalted, 

gave you this material world so that you seek the hereafter through it. 

He did not give it to you for you to become inclined to it…” (Imam Ibn 

Kathir, Al Bidaya Wal Nihaya, 7/234) 

 

 

In a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 2322, the Holy Prophet 

Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, advised that everything in 

this material world is cursed except the remembrance of Allah, the Exalted, 

what is connected to it, the knowledgeable person and the student of 

knowledge. 

 

 

The remembrance of Allah, the Exalted, encompasses all the levels of 

remembrance. Namely, internal silent remembrance, which includes 

correcting one’s intention so that they only act for the sake of Allah, the 

Exalted. Remembering Allah, the Exalted, via the tongue and the most 

important is practically remembering Allah, the Exalted, by fulfilling His 

commands, refraining from His prohibitions and by facing destiny with 

patience. 

 

  

Anything which leads to the remembrance of Allah, the Exalted, includes 

the obedience of Allah, the Exalted, such as striving in the material world in 

order to fulfill one's necessities and the necessities of their dependents 

according to the teachings of Islam without waste, excessiveness or 

extravagance. In reality, this includes any action which appears worldly or 

religious as long as it involves the obedience of Allah, the Exalted.  



 

 

Both the knowledgeable person and the student of knowledge are the only 

people in reality who will obey Allah, the Exalted, correctly as this is not 

possible to achieve without knowledge. An ignorant person disobeys Allah, 

the Exalted, without even realizing it as they are unaware of what counts as 

a sin or a righteous deed. In some cases, one may even believe they are 

strictly obeying Him even though they are far from it. 

 

  

To conclude, in reality nothing is really cursed in the material world in itself. 

It is how a thing is used which determines if it is cursed or not. For 

example, if wealth is used correctly according to the teachings of Islam 

then it is a great blessing in both worlds. But if it is misused or hoarded 

then it will become a curse for its owner in both worlds. This can be applied 

to all things in this world.  

 

 

 



Uthman Ibn Affan, the Third Rightly Guided Caliph, may Allah be 

pleased with him, once gave a sermon and said, “Allah, the Exalted, 

gave you this material world so that you seek the hereafter through it. 

He did not give it to you for you to become inclined to it. The hereafter 

is eternal. Do not let the temporary abode make you heedless and do 

not let it distract you from the eternal abode. Give preference to the 

eternal abode over the temporary one…” (Imam Ibn Kathir, Al Bidaya 

Wal Nihaya, 7/234) 

 

 

In order to understand this reality one must adopt the correct understanding 

and perception in respect to this world and the hereafter. 

 

 

It is important for muslims to develop the correct perception so that they 

can increase their obedience to Allah, the Exalted, which involves fulfilling 

His commands, refraining from His prohibitions and facing destiny with 

patience. This is what the righteous predecessors possessed and it 

encouraged them to avoid the excess luxuries of the material world and 

instead prepare for the hereafter. This is an important characteristic to 

possess and it can be explained with a worldly example. Two people are 

extremely thirsty and come across a cup of murky water. They both desire 

to drink it even though it is not pure and even if it means they have to argue 

over it. As their thirst grows the more focused on the cup of murky water 

they become to the point they lose focus on everything else. But if one of 

them shifted their focus and observed a river of pure water which was only 

a short distance ahead they would immediately lose focus on the cup of 

water to the point they would no longer care about it and no longer argue 

over it. And instead they would endure their thirst patiently knowing a river 

of pure water is close. The person who is unaware of the river would 

probably believe the other person is crazy after observing their change in 



attitude. This is the case of the two types of people in this world. One group 

greedily focuses on the material world. The other group has shifted their 

focus to the hereafter and the pure and eternal blessings therein. When 

one shifts their focus to the bliss of the hereafter worldly problems do not 

seem like such a big deal. Therefore, patience becomes easier to adopt. 

But if one keeps their focus on this world then it will seem like everything to 

them. They will argue, fight, love and hate for it. Just like the person in the 

example mentioned earlier who only focuses on the cup of murky water. 

 

  

This correct perception is only achieved through gaining and acting on 

Islamic knowledge found within the Holy Quran and the traditions of the 

Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him.  Chapter 41 

Fussilat, verse 53: 

 

 

“We will show them Our signs in the horizons and within themselves until it 

becomes clear to them that it is the truth…” 

 

 

 



Uthman Ibn Affan, the Third Rightly Guided Caliph, may Allah be 

pleased with him, once gave a sermon and said, “Allah, the Exalted, 

gave you this material world so that you seek the hereafter through it. 

He did not give it to you for you to become inclined to it. The hereafter 

is eternal. Do not let the temporary abode make you heedless and do 

not let it distract you from the eternal abode. Give preference to the 

eternal abode over the temporary one…” (Imam Ibn Kathir, Al Bidaya 

Wal Nihaya, 7/234) 

 

 

In order to understand this reality one must adopt the correct understanding 

and perception in respect to this world and the hereafter. 

 

 

In a Hadith found in Sunan Ibn Majah, number 4108, the Holy Prophet 

Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, advised that the material 

world compared to the hereafter is like a drop of water compared to an 

ocean. 

 

  

In reality, this parable was given in order for people to understand how 

small the material world is compared to the hereafter. But in reality they 

cannot be compared as the material world is temporal whereas the 

hereafter is eternal. Meaning, the limited cannot be compared to the 

unlimited. The material world can be split into four categories: fame, 

fortune, authority and one's social life, such as their family and friends. No 

matter what worldly blessing one obtains which falls within these groups it 

will always be imperfect, transient and death will cut a person off from the 

blessing. On the other hand, the blessings in the hereafter are lasting and 



perfect. So in this respect the material world is no more than a drop 

compared to an endless ocean. 

 

 

In addition, a person is not guaranteed to experience a long life in this 

world as the time of death is unknown. Whereas, everyone is guaranteed to 

experience death and reach the hereafter. So it is foolish to strive for a day, 

such as one's retirement, which they may never reach over striving for the 

hereafter which they are guaranteed to reach.  

 

 

This does not mean one should abandon the world as it is a bridge which 

must be crossed in order to reach the hereafter safely. Instead, a muslim 

should take from this material world enough to fulfill their necessities and 

the necessities of their dependents according to the teachings of Islam 

without waste, excessiveness or extravagance. And then dedicate the rest 

of their efforts in preparing for the eternal hereafter by fulfilling the 

commands of Allah, the Exalted, refraining from His prohibitions and by 

facing destiny with patience according to the teachings of Islam. 

 

  

An intelligent person will not prioritize the drop of water over an endless 

ocean and an intelligent muslim would not prioritize the temporal material 

world over the eternal hereafter.  

 
 
 
 



Uthman Ibn Affan, the Third Rightly Guided Caliph, may Allah be 

pleased with him, once gave a sermon and said, “Allah, the Exalted, 

gave you this material world so that you seek the hereafter through it. 

He did not give it to you for you to become inclined to it. The hereafter 

is eternal. Do not let the temporary abode make you heedless and do 

not let it distract you from the eternal abode. Give preference to the 

eternal abode over the temporary one…” (Imam Ibn Kathir, Al Bidaya 

Wal Nihaya, 7/234) 

 

 

In order to understand this reality one must adopt the correct understanding 

and perception in respect to this world and the hereafter. 

 

 

In a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 2377, the Holy Prophet 

Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, declared that he was not 

concerned over the excess of this material world and his example in this 

world is of a rider who takes a short rest under the shade of a tree and then 

leaves it behind by moving on.  

 

 

In reality, each person is a traveller who stays in this world for a very limited 

time compared to where they came from meaning, the world of the souls 

and to where they are heading which is the eternal hereafter. In fact, this 

world in comparison is like waiting at a bus stop. In this Hadith this world 

has been compared to a shadow. This is because a shadow does not last 

long and fades away quickly without people even taking notice which is 

exactly how a person's days and nights pass away. The Holy Prophet 

Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, did not mention a 

traveller's inn or a hotel as these are solid structures which indicate 



permanence. A fading shadow better describes this material world. This is 

because no matter how old a person is they always admit that their life 

flashed by and felt like a moment. Chapter 79 An Naziat, verse 46: 

 

 

“It will be, on the Day they see it (Judgment Day), as though they had not 

remained [in the world] except for an afternoon or a morning thereof.” 

 

 

The Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, indicated 

a rider not someone walking as the one who is walking would rest more 

under the shade of the tree than a rider. This further indicates the limited 

time people spend in this world.  

 

 

Taking a rest in the shade indicates the importance of one correctly using 

the material world in order to obtain the provisions they need just like the 

rider takes the provision they need namely, rest. A muslim should therefore 

prepare for their immediate departure from this world by preparing for the 

hereafter by fulfilling the commands of Allah, the Exalted, refraining from 

His prohibitions and by facing destiny with patience. 

 

  

This does not mean one should abandon this world as this Hadith clearly 

indicates one should make use of the material world in order to prepare for 

the hereafter. The rider takes a rest and muslims must gather the things 

which will benefit them in the hereafter instead of dedicating their time to 



unnecessary things which will leave them empty handed on Judgment Day. 

Chapter 89 Al Fajar, verses 23-24: 

 

 

“And brought [within view], that Day, is Hell - that Day, man will remember, 

but how [i.e., what good] to him will be the remembrance? He will say, "Oh, 

I wish I had sent ahead [some good] for my life." 

 

 

 



Uthman Ibn Affan, the Third Rightly Guided Caliph, may Allah be 

pleased with him, once gave a sermon and said, “…Be aware of the 

changes in time which Allah, the Exalted, brings about…” (Imam Ibn 

Kathir, Al Bidaya Wal Nihaya, 7/234) 

 

 

One must remain firm on the sincere obedience to Allah, the Exalted, in all 

occasions, in order to succeed. 

 

 

In a Hadith found in Sahih Muslim, number 7500, the Holy Prophet 

Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, advised that every situation 

is blessed for a believer. The only condition is that they need to respond to 

each situation they encounter while obeying Allah, the Exalted, specifically, 

patience in difficulties and gratitude in times of ease. 

 

  

There are two aspects of life. One aspect are the situations people find 

themselves in whether they are times of ease or difficulties. The control of 

what situation a person faces is out of their hands. Allah, the Exalted, has 

decided this and there is no escaping them. Therefore, stressing over the 

situations one faces does not make sense as they are destined and 

therefore inevitable. The other aspect is a person’s reaction to each 

situation. This is in each person's control and this is what they are judged 

on for example, showing patience or impatience in a difficult situation. 

Therefore, a muslim must concentrate on their behaviour and reaction in 

each situation instead of stressing over being in a situation as this is 

unavoidable. If a muslim desires to succeed in both worlds they should 

assess each situation and always act in the obedience of Allah, the 

Exalted. For example, in times of ease they must use the blessings they 



possess as prescribed by Islam which is true gratitude to Allah, the Exalted. 

Chapter 14 Ibrahim, verse 7: 

 

 

“And [remember] when your Lord proclaimed, 'If you are grateful, I will 

surely increase you [in favor]…” 

  

 

And in times of difficulty they must show patience knowing Allah, the 

Exalted, chooses what is best for His servants even if they do not 

understand the wisdom behind the choices. Chapter 2 Al Baqarah, verse 

216: 

 

 

“…But perhaps you hate a thing and it is good for you; and perhaps you 

love a thing and it is bad for you. And Allah knows, while you know not.”  

 
 
 



Uthman Ibn Affan, the Third Rightly Guided Caliph, may Allah be 

pleased with him, once gave a sermon and said, “…cling to the main 

body of the Muslims and do not fall into sects and groups…” (Imam 

Ibn Kathir, Al Bidaya Wal Nihaya, 7/234) 

 

 

A Hadith found in Sahih Muslim, number 6541, discusses some aspects of 

creating unity within society. The Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and 

blessings be upon him, firstly advised muslims not to envy each other. 

 

 

This is when a person desires to obtain the very blessing someone else 

possesses meaning, they desire for the owner to lose the blessing. And it 

involves disliking the fact that the owner was given the blessing by Allah, 

the Exalted, instead of them. Some only desire this to occur in their hearts 

without showing it through their actions or speech. If they dislike their 

thought and feeling it is hoped that they will not be held accountable for 

their envy. Some exert efforts through their speech and actions in order to 

confiscate the blessing from the other person which is undoubtedly a sin. 

The worse kind is when a person strives to remove the blessing from the 

owner even if the envier does not obtain the blessing.  

 

 

Envy is only lawful when a person does not act on their feelings, dislikes 

their feeling and if they strive to obtain a similar blessing without the owner 

losing the blessing they possess. Even though this type is not sinful yet it is 

disliked if the envy is over a worldly blessing and only praiseworthy if it 

involves a religious blessing. For example, the Holy Prophet Muhammad, 

peace and blessings be upon him, mentioned two examples of the 

praiseworthy type in a Hadith found in Sahih Muslim, number 1896. The 



first is when a person envies the one who acquires and spends lawful 

wealth in ways pleasing to Allah, the Exalted.  The second is when a 

person envies the one who uses their wisdom and knowledge in the correct 

way and teaches it to others. 

 

 

The evil type of envy, as mentioned earlier, directly challenges the choice 

of Allah, the Exalted. The envious person behaves as if Allah, the Exalted, 

made a mistake giving a particular blessing to someone else instead of 

them. This is why it is a major sin. In fact, as warned by the Holy Prophet 

Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, in a Hadith found in Sunan 

Abu Dawud, number 4903, envy destroys good deeds just like fire 

consumes wood.  

 

 

An envious muslim must strive to act on the Hadith found in Jami At 

Tirmidhi, number 2515. It advises that a person cannot be a true believer 

until they love for others what they love for themself. An envious muslim 

should therefore, strive to remove this feeling from their heart by showing 

good character and kindness towards the person they envy, such as 

praising their good qualities and supplicating for them until their envy 

becomes love for them. 

 

 

Another thing advised in the main Hadith quoted at the beginning is that 

muslims should not hate each other. This means one should only dislike 

something if Allah, the Exalted, dislikes it. This has been described as an 

aspect of perfecting one's faith in a Hadith found in Sunan Abu Dawud, 

number 4681. A muslim should therefore, not dislike things or people 

according to their own desires. If one dislikes another according to their 



own desires they should never allow it to affect their speech or actions as it 

is sinful. A muslim should strive to remove the feeling by treating the other 

according to the teachings of Islam meaning, with respect and kindness. A 

muslim should remember that other people are not perfect just like they are 

not perfect. And if others possess a bad characteristic they will undoubtedly 

possess good qualities also. Therefore, a muslim should advise others to 

abandon their bad characteristics but continue to love the good qualities 

they possess.   

 

 

Another point must be made on this topic. A muslim who follows a 

particular scholar who advocates a specific belief should not act like a 

fanatic and believe their scholar is always right thereby hating those who 

oppose their scholar’s opinion. This behaviour is not disliking 

something/someone for the sake of Allah, the Exalted. As long as there is a 

legitimate difference of opinion amongst the scholars a muslim following a 

particular scholar should respect this and not dislike others who differ from 

what the scholar they follow believes.  

 

 

The next thing mentioned in the main Hadith under discussion is that 

muslims should not turn away from each other. This means they should not 

sever ties with other muslims over worldly issues thereby refusing to 

support them according to the teachings of Islam. According to a Hadith 

found in Sahih Bukhari, number 6077, it is unlawful for a muslim to sever 

ties with another muslim over a worldly issue for more than three days. In 

fact, the one who severs ties for more than a year over a worldly issue is 

considered like the one who has killed another muslim. This has been 

warned in a Hadith found in Sunan Abu Dawud, number 4915. Severing 

ties with others is only lawful in matters of faith. But even then a muslim 

should continue to advise the other muslim to sincerely repent and only 



avoid their company if they refuse to change for the better. They should still 

support them on lawful things when they are requested to do so as this act 

of kindness may inspire them to sincerely repent from their sins.  

 

 

Another thing mentioned in the main Hadith under discussion is that 

muslims are commanded to be like brothers to one another. This is only 

achievable if they obey the previous advice given in this Hadith and strive 

to fulfil their duty towards other muslims according to the teachings of 

Islam, such as helping others in matters of good and warning them from 

evil matters. Chapter 5 Al Ma’idah, verse 2: 

 

 

“…And cooperate in righteousness and piety, but do not cooperate in sin 

and aggression…” 

 

 

A Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari, number 1240, advises that a muslim 

should fulfil the following rights of other muslims: they are to return the 

Islamic greeting of peace, to visit the sick, to take part in their funeral 

prayers and to reply to the sneezer who praises Allah, the Exalted. A 

muslim must learn and fulfil all the rights other people, especially other 

muslims, have over them. 

 

 

Another thing mentioned in the main Hadith under discussion is that a 

muslim should not wrong, forsake or hate another muslim. The sins a 



person commits should be hated but the sinner should not be as they may 

sincerely repent at any time.  

 

 

The Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, has 

warned in a Hadith found in Sunan Abu Dawud, number 4884, that 

whoever humiliates another muslim Allah, the Exalted, will humiliate them. 

And whoever protects a muslim from humiliation will be protected by Allah, 

the Exalted.  

 

 

The negative characteristics mentioned in the main Hadith quoted at the 

beginning can develop when one adopts pride. According to a Hadith found 

in Sahih Muslim, number 265, pride is when one looks down on others in 

contempt. The proud person sees themself as perfect while seeing others 

as imperfect. This prevents them from fulfilling the rights of others and 

encourages them to dislike others.  

 

 

Another thing mentioned in the main Hadith is that true piety is not in one's 

physical appearance, such as wearing beautiful clothes, but it is an internal 

characteristic. This internal characteristic manifests outwardly in the form of 

fulfilling the commands of Allah, the Exalted, refraining from His 

prohibitions and by facing destiny with patience. This is why the Holy 

Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, has declared in a 

Hadith found in Sahih Muslim, number 4094, that when the spiritual heart is 

purified the whole body becomes purified but when the spiritual heart is 

corrupt the whole body becomes corrupt. It is important to note that Allah, 

the Exalted, does not judge based on outward appearances, such as 

wealth, but He considers the intentions and actions of people. This is 



confirmed in a Hadith found in Sahih Muslim, number 6542. Therefore, a 

muslim must strive to adopt internal piety through learning and acting on 

the teachings of Islam so that it manifests outwardly in the way they interact 

with Allah, the Exalted, and the creation. 

 

  

The next thing mentioned in the main Hadith under discussion is that it is a 

sin for a muslim to hate another muslim. This hatred applies to worldly 

things and not disliking others for the sake of Allah, the Exalted. In fact, 

loving and hating for the sake of Allah, the Exalted, is an aspect of 

perfecting one's faith. This is confirmed in a Hadith found in Sunan Abu 

Dawud, number 4681. But even then a muslim must show respect to others 

in all cases and dislike only their sins without actually hating the person. In 

addition, their dislike must never cause them to act against the teachings of 

Islam as this would prove their hatred is based on their own desires and not 

for the sake of Allah, the Exalted. The root cause of despising others for 

worldly reasons is pride. It is vital to understand that an atom’s worth of 

pride is enough to take one to Hell. This is confirmed in a Hadith found in 

Sahih Muslim, number 265.  

 

 

The next thing mentioned in the main Hadith is that a muslim’s life, property 

and honour are all sacred. A muslim must not violate any of these rights 

without a just reason. In fact, the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and 

blessings be upon him, has declared in a Hadith found in Sunan An Nasai, 

number 4998, that a person cannot be a true muslim until they protect other 

people, including non-muslims, from their harmful speech and actions. And 

a true believer is the one who keeps their evil away from the lives and 

property of others. Whoever violates these rights will not be forgiven by 

Allah, the Exalted, until their victim forgives them first. If they do not then 

justice will be established on Judgment Day whereby the good deeds of the 



oppressor will be given to the victim and if necessary the sins of the victim 

will be given to the oppressor. This may cause the oppressor to be hurled 

into Hell. This is warned in a Hadith found in Sahih Muslim, number 6579.  

 

 

To conclude, a muslim should treat others exactly how they want people to 

treat them. This will lead to much blessings for an individual and create 

unity within their society. 

 

 

 

 



Uthman Ibn Affan, the Third Rightly Guided Caliph, may Allah be 

pleased with him, once said, “I dislike a day passing without me 

looking at the covenant of Allah, the Exalted, (the Holy Quran).” (Imam 

Ahmad Ibn Hanbal, Kitab Az Zuhd, Saad/159) 

 

 

This covenant involves fulfilling the rights of the Holy Quran. 

 

 

In a Hadith found in Imam Munzari's, Awareness and Apprehension, 

number 30, the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon 

him, advised that the Holy Quran will intercede on Judgment Day. Those 

who follow it during their lives on Earth will be led to Paradise on Judgment 

Day. But those who neglect it during their lives on Earth will find that it 

pushes them into Hell on Judgment Day. 

 

  

The Holy Quran is a book of guidance. It is not merely a book of recitation. 

Muslims must therefore strive to fulfill all aspects of the Holy Quran to 

ensure that it guides them to success in both worlds. The first aspect is 

reciting it correctly and regularly. The second aspect is to understand it. 

And the final aspect is to act on its teachings according to the traditions of 

the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him. Those 

who behave in such a manner are the ones who are given glad tidings of 

right guidance through every difficulty in this world and its intercession on 

the Day of Judgment. But as warned by this Hadith the Holy Quran is only 

guidance and a mercy for those who correctly act on its aspects according 

to the traditions of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be 

upon him. But those who misinterpret it and instead act according to their 

desires in order to gain worldly things, such as fame, will be deprived of this 



right guidance and its intercession on Judgment Day. In fact, their complete 

loss in both worlds will only increase until they sincerely repent. Chapter 17 

Al Isra, verse 82: 

 

 

“And We send down of the Quran that which is healing and mercy for the 

believers, but it does not increase the wrongdoers except in loss.” 

 

 

Finally, it is important to understand that even though the Holy Quran is a 

cure for worldly problems a muslim should not only use it for this purpose. 

Meaning, they should not only recite it in order to fix their worldly problems 

thereby, treating the Holy Quran like a tool which is removed during a 

difficulty and then placed back in a toolbox. The main function of the Holy 

Quran is to guide one to the hereafter safely. Neglecting this main function 

and only using it to fix one's worldly problems is not correct as it contradicts 

the behaviour of a true muslim. It is like the one who purchases a car with 

many different accessories yet, it possesses no engine. There is no doubt 

that this person is simply foolish.  

 

 

 



Uthman Ibn Affan, the Third Rightly Guided Caliph, may Allah be 

pleased with him, once said when he was asked why he refrained 

from drinking alcohol even before the coming of Islam, “I saw it taking 

away a person’s intelligence completely. And I have never seen 

anything which disappears completely, returning completely.” (Ibn 

Abd Rabbih, Al Iqad Al Farid, 6/353) 

 

 

In a Hadith found in Sunan Ibn Majah, number 3371, the Holy Prophet 

Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, warned that a muslim must 

never consume alcohol as it is the key to all evil. 

  

 

Unfortunately, this major sin has increased amongst the muslims over time. 

This is the key to all evil as it gives rise to other sins. This is quite obvious 

as a drunk loses control over their tongue and physical actions. One only 

needs to look at the news to observe how much crime is committed due to 

drinking alcohol. Even those who drink moderately only cause damage to 

their bodies which science has proven. The physical and mental diseases 

associated with alcohol are numerous and cause a heavy burden on the 

National Health Service and the tax payers. It is the key to all evil as it 

negatively affects all three aspects of a person namely, their body, mind 

and soul. Chapter 5 Al Ma’idah, verse 90: 

 

 

“O you who have believed, indeed, intoxicants, gambling, [sacrificing on] 

stone alters [to other than Allah], and divining arrows are but defilement 

from the work of Satan, so avoid it that you may be successful.” 

 



 

The fact that drinking alcohol has been placed next to things which are 

associated with polytheism in this verse highlights how important it is to 

avoid.  

 

 

It is such a serious sin that the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and 

blessings be upon him, warned in a Hadith found in Sunan Ibn Majah, 

number 3376, that the one who drinks alcohol regularly will not enter 

Paradise.  

 

 

Spreading the Islamic greeting of peace is a key to obtaining Paradise 

according to a Hadith found in Sunan Ibn Majah, number 68. Yet, a Hadith 

found in Imam Bukhari's, Adab Al Mufrad, number 1017, advises muslims 

not to greet someone who regularly drinks alcohol. 

 

 

Alcohol is a unique major sin as it has been cursed from ten different 

angles in a single Hadith found in Sunan Ibn Majah, number 3380. This 

includes the alcohol itself, the one who produces it, the one it is produced 

for, the one who sells it, the one who buys it, the one who carries it, the one 

to whom it is carried to, the one who uses the wealth obtained through 

selling it, the one who drinks it and the one who pours it. The one who 

deals with something that has been cursed like this will not obtain true 

success unless they sincerely repent.  

 



Uthman Ibn Affan, the Third Rightly Guided Caliph, may Allah be 

pleased with him, once said, “…the calamity for this nation are the 

fault-finders…” (Imam Al Jahiz, Al Bayan Wa Al Tabyin, 1/377) 

 

 

It is a major sin to spy on others in order to uncover faults which have been 

concealed by Allah, the Exalted. Chapter 49 Al Hujurat, verse 12: 

 

 

“…And do not spy…” 

  

 

The Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, has 

warned in a Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari, number 7042, that whoever 

spies on others, such as ease dropping on their private conversations, will 

have molten lead poured into their ears on the Day of Judgment.  

 

 

Muslims should understand that if Allah, the Exalted, is All Knowing yet still 

conceals the faults of others then muslims who possess limited God-given 

knowledge should not spy on others with the intention to uncover their 

faults and personal issues. Whoever uncovers the faults of others will have 

their faults exposed by Allah, the Exalted. This is confirmed in a Hadith 

found in Sunan Ibn Majah, number 2546. Instead muslims should act on 

the other part of this Hadith which is to conceal the faults of others so that 

Allah, the Exalted, conceals their faults. 



Uthman Ibn Affan, the Third Rightly Guided Caliph, may Allah be 

pleased with him, once said, “…the calamity for this nation are 

the…critics…” (Imam Al Jahiz, Al Bayan Wa Al Tabyin, 1/377) 

 

 

A muslim should always remember that there are two types of people. The 

first are rightly guided as their criticism of others is based on the criticism 

and advice found in the Holy Quran and the traditions of the Holy Prophet 

Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him. This type will always be 

constructive and guide one to blessings and the pleasure of Allah, the 

Exalted, in both worlds. These people will also refrain from over or under 

praising others. Over praising others can cause them to become proud and 

arrogant. Under praising others can lead them to becoming lazy and put 

them off from doing good. This reaction is often observed in children. 

Praising according to the teachings of Islam will inspire others to strive 

harder in both worldly and religious matters and it will prevent them from 

becoming arrogant. Therefore, the praise and constructive criticism of this 

person should be accepted and acted upon even if it comes from a 

stranger. 

 

  

The second type of person criticises based on their own desires. This 

criticism is mostly unconstructive and only shows one's bad mood and 

attitude. These people often over and under praise others as they act 

based on their own desires. The negative effects of these two were 

mentioned earlier. Therefore, the criticism and praise of this person should 

be ignored in the majority of cases even if it comes from a loved one as it 

will only cause one to become unnecessarily sad in cases of criticism and 

arrogant in cases of praise. 

 



  

It is important to remember that a person who over praises others will often 

over criticise them too. The rule one should always follow is that they 

should only accept the criticism and praise based on the teachings of 

Islam. All other things should be ignored and not taken personally.  

 



Uthman Ibn Affan, the Third Rightly Guided Caliph, may Allah be 

pleased with him, once said in one of his sermons, “…So hasten the 

remaining part of your lives towards the best actions you can do…” 

(Imam Al Tabari, Tarikh Al Rusul We Al Muluk, 4/243) 

 

 

In a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 2306, the Holy Prophet 

Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, advised muslims to hasten 

in performing righteous deeds before seven things occur.  

 

 

The first is overwhelming poverty. This can refer to financial difficulties 

which distract a person from the obedience of Allah, the Exalted, which 

involves fulfilling His commands, refraining from His prohibitions and facing 

destiny with patience. In addition, stressing over wealth can even push one 

towards the unlawful. A muslim should remember that any righteous deed 

rooted in the unlawful will be rejected by Allah, the Exalted. This has been 

warned in a Hadith found in Sahih Muslim, number 2342. Allah, the 

Exalted, has allocated provision for the entire creation over fifty thousand 

years before He created the Heavens and the Earth according to a Hadith 

found in Sahih Muslim, number 6748. Therefore, a muslim should trust that 

their lawful provision will reach them as long as they continue to strive for it 

in lawful ways according to the teachings of Islam. A muslim should 

remember that Allah, the Exalted, chooses what is best for His servants 

according to His infinite wisdom. He does not give according to someone’s 

desires as this will most likely lead to their destruction. Chapter 2 Al 

Baqarah, verse 216: 

 

 



“…But perhaps you hate a thing and it is good for you; and perhaps you 

love a thing and it is bad for you. And Allah knows, while you know not.” 

 

 

And chapter 42 Ash Shuraa, verse 27: 

 

 

“And if Allah had extended [excessively] provision for His servants, they 

would have committed tyranny throughout the earth. But He sends [it] down 

in an amount which He wills…” 

 

 

The next thing mentioned in the main Hadith under discussion is that 

muslims should hasten in performing righteous deeds before they become 

distracted by wealth. Wealth itself is not evil but depending on how one 

obtains it and uses it can either make it a great blessing for them or a great 

burden for them in both worlds. If a muslim strives to obtain excess wealth 

while neglecting their duties to Allah, the Exalted, and people while 

hoarding or misspending their wealth it will become a great curse for them 

in both worlds. But if a muslim obtains enough to fulfill their needs and the 

needs of their dependents without excessiveness, waste or extravagance 

and spends in other ways pleasing to Allah, the Exalted, then they will 

achieve true richness in both worlds.  

 

 

The next thing mentioned in the main Hadith under discussion which 

prevents righteous actions is a debilitating sickness. This is a warning to 

make use of one's good health before they encounter sickness. One should 



observe those who have lost their good health either through sickness or 

through ageing and therefore make use of the good health they possess by 

striving to gain success in lawful worldly matters as well as religious 

matters while giving priority to religion over the world. For example, a 

muslim should use their good health to journey to the Mosques regularly in 

order to offer their obligatory prayers with congregation before a time 

comes when they desire to do this but do not possess the physical strength 

to do so. The amazing thing about utilizing one's good health correctly is 

that when a muslim eventually loses it Allah, the Exalted, will continue to 

grant them the same reward they used to receive when doing good deeds 

during their time of good health. This has been advised in a Hadith found in 

Imam Bukhari's, Adab Al Mufrad, number 500. But those who live in 

heedlessness fail to utilise their good health and therefore receive no 

reward during their good health or when they fall Ill. 

 

  

This is connected to the next thing mentioned in the main Hadith under 

discussion namely, senility. A muslim should make use of their youth and 

strong intelligence before they reach senility. This includes gaining and 

acting on knowledge and using one's mental strength to obey Allah, the 

Exalted, by fulfilling His commands, refraining from His prohibitions and by 

facing destiny with patience. It is important to behave in this manner before 

senility occurs as even the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings 

be upon him, sought refuge from senility in a Hadith found in Sahih 

Bukhari, number 6390.  

 

  

The next thing mentioned in the main Hadith under discussion which 

prevents righteous actions is a sudden death. Death is certain but the time 

is unknown. A muslim should not live in heedlessness believing that their 

death is far away as countless people have and will die long before 



reaching their life expectancy. Nor should they live in such a way as if they 

are not going to die at all. Having hopes of a long life can be considered the 

root of all evil as it causes one to delay performing righteous deeds 

believing they can always perform them tomorrow. It causes them to delay 

sincere repentance thereby, failing to change for the better believing they 

can do this tomorrow. And having hopes for a long life causes one to 

prioritize obtaining worldly things, such as wealth, in order to make their 

expected long life on this Earth comfortable. These prevent one from 

preparing adequately for the hereafter. Muslims should therefore reduce 

their hope for a long life so that they change for the better and direct their 

focus to the permanent hereafter. Muslims should not delay and instead act 

today as the tomorrow they hope for may never arrive. They should also 

strive to perform the righteous deeds which will benefit them in case their 

life ends unexpectedly, such as an ongoing charity, which benefits others 

as long as the thing is being used, such as a water well. This has been 

advised in a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 1376. 

 

  

The next thing mentioned in the main Hadith under discussion is the arrival 

of the anti-Christ. This event will prevent one from performing righteous 

deeds and instead tempt them towards disbelief. One lesson to learn from 

this is the importance of avoiding doubtful things. Just like a person who 

journeys close to a border is more likely to cross it similarly, a muslim who 

is surrounded by temptations will more likely be led astray and fail to 

perform righteous deeds. The one who avoids places and things which 

tempt them to commit sins will protect their faith and honour. This has been 

advised in a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 1205. Muslims 

should therefore guard their faith by avoiding things, places and the people 

who invite or tempt them towards the disobedience of Allah, the Exalted, 

and ensure their dependents, such as their children, do the same.  

 

 



The final thing mentioned in the main Hadith under discussion which 

prevents one from performing righteous deeds is the Final Hour. 

 

  

This is when the trumpet blast will occur. The trumpet blast will lead to the 

death of the creation. This has been confirmed in a Hadith found in Sahih 

Muslim, number 7381. The important thing to learn is that this is a call 

which no one can or will reject responding to. It will lead to the resurrection 

and final judgment. Therefore, muslims should respond to the call of Allah, 

the Exalted, through the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be 

upon him, through sincere obedience by fulfilling the commands of Allah, 

the Exalted, refraining from His prohibitions and by facing destiny with 

patience according to the traditions of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace 

and blessings be upon him. Chapter 8 An Anfal, verse 24: 

 

 

“O you who have believed, respond to Allah and to the Messenger when he 

calls you to that which gives you life…” 

 

 

Whoever responds to this call in this world will find the final call easy to 

endure and respond to. Whereas, the one who lives heedless to the call of 

Allah, the Exalted, in this world will not find peace in this world and they will 

be forced to answer the call of the trumpet which will be a great burden for 

them to endure and respond to. A person can only ignore the call of Allah, 

the Exalted, for so long as the final call will occur, sooner or later, and no 

one will be able to avoid or ignore it. If this is inevitable it makes sense that 

one respond to it now, today, instead of living in heedlessness. If one hears 

the trumpet blast while heedless no action or regret will benefit them and 

what comes after for this person will be even more terrifying. 



Uthman Ibn Affan, the Third Rightly Guided Caliph, may Allah be 

pleased with him, once said in one of his sermons, “…Take heed from 

those who have passed on before you…where are the children of the 

world who lived and inhabited the Earth and were able to enjoy it for a 

long time? Did the Earth not swallow them up?...” (Imam Al Tabari, 

Tarikh Al Rusul We Al Muluk, 4/243) 

 

 

It is important for a muslim to be observant in their daily life and avoid being 

too self-absorbed in their own worldly matters so that they become 

heedless over the things which are occurring around them and the things 

which have already occurred. This is an important quality to possess as it is 

an excellent way to strengthen one's faith which in turn helps one to remain 

obedient to Allah, the Exalted, at all times. For example, when a muslim 

observes a sick person they should not only aid them by whatever means 

they possess, even if it is only a supplication, but they should reflect on 

their own health and understand that they too will eventually lose their good 

health either by an illness, ageing or even death. This should inspire them 

to be grateful for their good health and show this through their actions by 

taking advantage of their good health in both worldly and religious matters 

which are pleasing to Allah, the Exalted.   

 

 

When they observe the death of a rich person they should not only feel sad 

for the deceased and their family but realise that one day which is unknown 

to them they will die also. They should understand that just like the rich 

person was abandoned by their wealth, fame and family at their grave so 

will they too be left only with their deeds in their grave. This will encourage 

them to prepare for their grave and the hereafter.  

 



 

This attitude can and should be applied to all things one observes. A 

muslim should learn a lesson from everything around them which has been 

advised in the Holy Quran. Chapter 3 Alee Imran, verse 191: 

 

 

“…and give thought to the creation of the heavens and the earth, [saying], 

"Our Lord, You did not create this aimlessly; exalted are You [above such a 

thing]; then protect us from the punishment of the Fire.”” 

 

 

Those who behave in this manner will strengthen their faith on a daily basis 

whereas those who are too self-absorbed in their worldly life will remain 

heedless which may lead them to their destruction.  

 

 

 

 

 



Uthman Ibn Affan, the Third Rightly Guided Caliph, may Allah be 

pleased with him, once said in one of his sermons, “…Put aside the 

world as Allah, the Exalted, has put it aside. Allah, the Exalted, gives a 

parable for this world and the hereafter, which is better than it, in 

chapter 18 Al Kahf, verses 45-46: 

 

 

“And present to them the example of the life of this world, [its being] 

like rain which We send down from the sky, and the vegetation of the 

earth mingles with it and [then] it becomes dry remnants, scattered by 

the winds. And Allāh is ever, over all things, Perfect in Ability. Wealth 

and children are [but] adornment of the worldly life. But the enduring 

good deeds are better to your Lord for reward and better for [one's] 

hope.”” (Imam Al Tabari, Tarikh Al Rusul We Al Muluk, 4/243) 

 

 

When people, irrespective of their faith, go on holiday they only pack the 

things they need and maybe a little extra but they try to avoid over packing. 

Even the amount of money they take with them they limit in respect to their 

stay abroad. When they arrive they often stay in a hotel which usually has 

the main necessities of living with a few extras. If they believe they will 

never return to the same destination in the future they will never buy a 

house as they will claim they stay is short and they will not return. They do 

not get a job during their holiday claiming that they stay is short so they do 

not need to earn more money. They do not get married nor have children 

claiming the holiday destination is not their homeland where they would get 

married and have children. Generally speaking, this is the attitude and 

mind-set of holiday makers.  

 

 



It is strange how muslims truly believe they will depart from this world soon 

meaning, they stay in the world is temporary just like being on holiday, and 

they believe their stay in the hereafter will be permanent yet, they do not 

adequately prepare for it. If they truly realised the short time they have, 

similarly to a holiday, they would not dedicate too much effort on their 

homes and instead be content with a simple home just like the traveller 

who is content with a simple hotel. So in reality, this world is like the holiday 

destination in the example yet, muslims do not treat it like one. Instead, 

they dedicate the majority of their efforts in beautifying their world while 

neglecting the eternal hereafter. It is sometimes hard to believe some 

muslims actually believe in the permanent hereafter when one observes 

the amount of effort they dedicate to the temporal world. Muslims should 

therefore strive in preparing for the hereafter by fulfilling the commands of 

Allah, the Exalted, refraining from His prohibitions and by facing destiny 

with patience while being pleased with obtaining and utilising the 

necessities of this world. It is why the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and 

blessings be upon him, advised muslims to live in this world as travellers in 

a Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari, number 6416. They should not take this 

world as a permanent home and instead treat it like a holiday destination.  

 

 



Uthman Ibn Affan, the Third Rightly Guided Caliph, may Allah be 

pleased with him, once said, “The word is green and lush, and it has 

been beautified for people. Many people incline towards it. You 

should neither incline to it nor rely on it because it is not something 

to be relied on…” (Imam Al Tabari, Tarikh Al Rusul We Al Muluk, 

4/422) 

 

 

In a Hadith found in Sunan Ibn Majah, number 3997, the Holy Prophet 

Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, warned that he did not fear 

poverty for the muslim nation. Instead he feared that the world would 

become easy to obtain and plentiful for them. This would cause them to 

compete for it which would lead to their destruction as this same 

competition destroyed the previous nations.  

 

 

It is important to understand that this does not only apply to wealth. But this 

warning applies to all aspects of people's worldly desires which can be 

encompassed by the desire for fame, wealth, authority and the social 

aspects of one's life, such as family, friends and a career. Whenever one 

aims to fulfil their desires by pursuing these things, even if they are lawful, 

beyond their needs it will distract them from preparing for the hereafter. It 

will lead them to bad character such as being wasteful and extravagant and 

may even take them towards sins in order to obtain these things. Failing to 

obtain them may lead to impatience and other acts of defiance and 

disobedience towards Allah, the Exalted. It is obvious these desires have 

taken control over many muslims as they would happily get up in the 

middle of the night in order to obtain these things such as wealth or go on a 

holiday but will fail to do so when advised to offer the voluntary night prayer 

or attend the morning obligatory prayer at the Mosque with congregation. 

 



  

There is no harm in obtaining these things as long as they are lawful and 

required in order to fulfil a person’s needs and the needs of their 

dependents. But when a person goes beyond this then they will become 

preoccupied with them at the loss of their hereafter as the more one 

pursues their desires the less they will strive in preparing for the hereafter. 

And therefore, the warning given in this Hadith will apply to them.  



Uthman Ibn Affan, the Third Rightly Guided Caliph, may Allah be 

pleased with him, once said, “The person who does not increase in 

good every day is actually willingly preparing for the Hellfire.” (Imam 

Ibn Abdul Malik Al Hindi, Kanz Al Ummal, 16/223) 

 

 

This is an encouragement to remain firm on the sincere obedience of Allah, 

the Exalted. 

 

 

In a Hadith found in Sahih Muslim, number 159, the Holy Prophet 

Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, gave a short but far 

reaching piece of advice. He advised people to sincerely declare their belief 

in Allah, the Exalted, and then remain steadfast on it. 

 

  

Remaining steadfast on one’s faith means that they must strive in the 

sincere obedience of Allah, the Exalted, in all aspects of their life. It 

consists of fulfilling the commands of Allah, the Exalted, which relate to 

Him, such as the obligatory fasts and those which relate to people, such as 

treating others kindly. It includes refraining from all the prohibitions of Islam 

which are between a person and Allah, the Exalted, and those involving 

others. A muslim must also face destiny with patience truly believing Allah, 

the Exalted, chooses what is best for His servants. Chapter 2 Al Baqarah, 

verse 216: 

 

 



“…But perhaps you hate a thing and it is good for you; and perhaps you 

love a thing and it is bad for you. And Allah knows, while you know not.” 

 

 

Steadfastness can include refraining from both types of polytheism. The 

major type is when one worships something other than Allah, the Exalted. 

The minor type is when one shows off their good deeds to others. This has 

been warned in a Hadith found in Sunan Ibn Majah, number 3989. 

Therefore, an aspect of steadfastness is to always act for the sake of Allah, 

the Exalted. 

 

 

It includes obeying Allah, the Exalted, at all times instead of obeying and 

pleasing oneself or others. If a Muslim disobeys Allah, the Exalted, by 

pleasing themself or others they should know neither their desires nor 

people will protect them from Allah, the Exalted. On the other hand, the one 

who is sincerely obedient to Allah, the Exalted, will be protected from all 

things by Him even if this protection is not apparent to them.  

 

 

Remaining steadfast on one’s faith includes following the path set out by 

the Holy Quran and the traditions of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace 

and blessings be upon him, and not adopting a path which deviates from 

this. The one who strives to adopt this path will not need anything else as 

this is enough to keep them steadfast on their faith. 

 

 



As people are not perfect they will undoubtedly make mistakes and commit 

sins. So being steadfast in matters of faith does not mean one has to be 

perfect but it means they must strive to adhere strictly to the obedience of 

Allah, the Exalted, as outlined earlier, and to sincerely repent if they commit 

a sin. This has been indicated in chapter 41 Fussilat, verse 6: 

 

 

“…so take a straight course to Him and seek His forgiveness…” 

 

 

This is further supported by a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 

1987, which advises to fear Allah, the Exalted, and to erase a (minor) sin 

which has occurred by performing a righteous deed. In another Hadith 

found in Imam Malik's Muwatta, book 2, Hadith number 37, the Holy 

Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, advised muslims 

to try their best to remain steadfast on the obedience of Allah, the Exalted, 

even though they will not be able to do it perfectly. Therefore, a muslim’s 

duty is to fulfil the potential they have been given through their intention 

and physical actions in the steadfast obedience of Allah, the Exalted. They 

have not been commanded to achieve perfection as this is not possible.  

 

 

It is important to note, that one cannot remain steadfast in the obedience of 

Allah, the Exalted, through their physical actions without purifying their 

heart first. As indicated in a Hadith found in Sunan Ibn Majah, number 

3984, the limbs of the body will only act in a pure way if the spiritual heart is 

pure. Purity of heart is only achieved by gaining and acting on the 

teachings of the Holy Quran and the traditions of the Holy Prophet 

Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him.  



 

 

Steadfast obedience requires one to control their tongue as it expresses 

the heart. Without controlling the tongue steadfast obedience to Allah, the 

Exalted, is not possible. This has been advised in a Hadith found in Jami At 

Tirmidhi, number 2407. 

 

 

Finally, if any deficiency in the steadfast obedience of Allah, the Exalted, 

occurs one must make sincere repentance to Allah, the Exalted, and seek 

the forgiveness of people if it involves their rights. Chapter 46 Al Ahqaf, 

verse 13: 

 

 

“Indeed, those who have said, "Our Lord is Allah," and then remained on a 

right course - there will be no fear concerning them, nor will they grieve.” 

 



Uthman Ibn Affan, the Third Rightly Guided Caliph, may Allah be 

pleased with him, once said, “Someone who has committed adultery 

often desires others to commit it also.” (Imam Ibn Taymiyyah, Al 

Istiqaamah, 2/257) 

 

 

This warns against bad companionship. 

 

 

In a Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari, number 5534, the Holy Prophet 

Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, described the difference 

between a good and bad companion. The good companion is like a person 

who sells perfume. Their companion will either obtain some perfume or at 

least be affected by the pleasant smell. Whereas, a bad companion is like a 

blacksmith, if their companion does not burn their clothes they will certainly 

be affected by the smoke. 

 

  

Muslims must understand that the people they accompany will have an 

effect on them whether this affect is positive or negative, obvious or subtle. 

It is not possible to accompany someone and not be affected by it. A Hadith 

found in Sunan Abu Dawud, number 4833, confirms that a person is on 

their companion’s religion. Meaning, a person adopts the characteristics of 

their companion. It is therefore important for muslims to always accompany 

the righteous as they will undoubtedly affect them in a positive way 

meaning, they will inspire them to obey Allah, the Exalted, by fulfilling His 

commands, refraining from His prohibitions and by facing destiny with 

patience. Whereas, bad companions will either inspire one to disobey 

Allah, the Exalted, or they will encourage a muslim to concentrate on the 

material world over preparing for the hereafter. This attitude will become a 



great regret for them on Judgment Day even if the things they strive for are 

lawful but beyond their needs.  

 

 

Finally, as a person will end up with those they love in the hereafter 

according to the Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari, number 3688, a muslim 

must practically show they love for the righteous by accompanying them in 

this world. But if they accompany bad or heedless people then it proves 

and indicates they love for them and their ultimate destination in the 

hereafter. Chapter 43 Az Zukhruf, verse 67: 

 

 

“Close friends, that Day, will be enemies to each other, except for the 

righteous.” 

 
 



Uthman Ibn Affan, the Third Rightly Guided Caliph, may Allah be 

pleased with him, once said, “Command good and forbid evil 

before there comes a time when evil people dominate you...” (Imam 

Ibn Abdul Malik Al Hindi, Kanz Al Ummal, 3/674) 

 

 

In a Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari, number 3267, the Holy Prophet 

Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, warned that the one 

who contradicts their own advice when commanding good and 

forbidding evil will be punished in Hell.  

 

 

Instead of following in the footsteps of the righteous predecessors by 

advising only for the sake of Allah, the Exalted, many people advise for 

other reasons, such as to gain popularity and worldly things. For 

example, some scholars often strive to be in the spotlight of gatherings 

and events and are not pleased with a seat which is to one side as they 

desire a central seat. When their intention became like this Allah, the 

Exalted, removed the positive effect of their advice and thus they now 

have little positive influence over their listeners. They should have 

shown a practical example instead of saying one thing and doing 

another. This caused their advice to become ineffective.  

 

 

Muslims should strive to always act on their own advice before 

commanding others to do so as behaving in this manner is hated by 

Allah, the Exalted. Chapter 61 As Saf, verse 3: 

 

 

“Greatly hateful in the sight of Allah is that you say what you do not do.” 



 

 

This does not mean one must become perfect before advising others as 

this is not possible. Instead, they should correct their intention and prove 

this through their actions by striving to act on their own advice before 

advising others. Only with this attitude will they avoid the punishment 

mentioned in this Hadith. The failure in acting on this principle has 

caused the advice of muslims to become ineffective even though the 

number of advisers has dramatically increased over the years.  

  



Uthman Ibn Affan, the Third Rightly Guided Caliph, may Allah be 

pleased with him, was called the possessor of two lights as he 

married two daughters of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and 

blessings be upon him, meaning, he married the second after the 

death of the first. (Imam Suyuti, Tarikh Al Khulafa, Page 159) 

 

 

It is obvious that a decent father always desires to give his daughter’s 

hand in marriage to a man with the best character. The fact that the Holy 

Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, gave two of his 

daughters in marriage to Uthman, may Allah be pleased with him, 

indicates his sublime character. 

 

 

In a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 2003, the Holy Prophet 

Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, advised that the 

heaviest thing in the scales of Judgment Day will be good character. 

This includes showing good character towards Allah, the Exalted, by 

fulfilling His commands, refraining from His prohibitions and by facing 

destiny with patience. It also includes showing good character towards 

people. Unfortunately, many muslims strive to fulfil the obligatory duties 

in respect to Allah, the Exalted, but neglect the second aspect by 

mistreating others. They fail to understand its importance. A Hadith 

found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 2515, clearly advises that a person 

will not be a true believer until they love for others what they love for 

themself. Meaning, the same way a person desires to be treated kindly 

they must also treat others with good character otherwise they will not 

succeed as the only truly successful people are the believers.  

 

 

In addition, a person cannot be a true believer until they keep their 

verbal and physical harm away from others and their possessions 



irrespective of their faith. This has been confirmed in a Hadith found in 

Sunan An Nasai, number 4998.  

 

 

The Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, once 

warned in a Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari, number 3318, that a woman 

will enter Hell because she mistreated a cat which led to its death. And 

another Hadith found in Sunan Abu Dawud, number 2550, advises that a 

man was forgiven because he fed a thirsty dog. If this is the outcome of 

showing good character and the consequences of showing evil 

character to animals can one imagine the importance of showing good 

character towards Allah, the Exalted, and people? In fact, the main 

Hadith under discussion concludes by advising that the one who 

possesses good character will be rewarded like the muslim who 

persistently worships Allah, the Exalted, and regularly fasts.  

 

 

 



When Uthman Ibn Affan, the Third Rightly Guided Caliph, may Allah 

be pleased with him, equipped the Army of Distress the Holy 

Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, said “It 

does not matter what Uthman, may Allah be pleased with him, does 

after this.” (Jami At Tirmidhi, Number 3700) 

 

 

This could mean that the faith of Uthman, may Allah be pleased with 

him, was so strong that nothing could uproot it. One must therefore, 

follow in his footsteps by gaining and acting on Islamic knowledge in 

order to obtain certainty of faith. 

 

 

All muslims have faith in Islam but the strength of their faith varies from 

person to person. For example, the one who follows the teachings of 

Islam because their family told them to is not the same as the one who 

believes in it through evidence. A person who has heard about 

something will not believe in it in the same way as the one who has 

witnessed the thing with their own eyes.  

 

 

As confirmed in a Hadith found in Sunan Ibn Majah, number 224, 

gaining useful knowledge is a duty on all muslims. One of the reasons 

for this is that it is the best way a muslim can strengthen their faith in 

Islam. This is important to pursue as the stronger one’s certainty of faith 

the greater the chance they will remain steadfast on the correct path, 

especially when facing difficulties. In addition, having certainty of faith 

has been described as one of the best things one can possess in a 

Hadith found in Sunan Ibn Majah, number 3849.  This knowledge should 

be obtained by studying the Holy Quran and the Hadith of the Holy 

Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, through a 

reliable source.  



 

 

Allah, the Exalted, did not only declare a truth in the Holy Quran but He 

also provided evidence for it through examples. Not only examples 

which are to be found in the past nations but examples which have been 

placed in one's very own life. For example, in the Holy Quran Allah, the 

Exalted, advises that sometimes a person loves a thing even though it 

will cause them trouble if they obtained it. Similarly, they might hate a 

thing while there is much hidden good in it for them. Chapter 2 Al 

Baqarah, verse 216: 

 

 

“…But perhaps you hate a thing and it is good for you; and perhaps you 

love a thing and it is bad for you. And Allah knows, while you know not.” 

 

 

There are many examples of this truth in history such as the Pact of 

Hudaiba. Some muslims believed this pact, which was made with the 

non-muslims of Mecca, would completely favour the latter group. Yet, 

history clearly shows that it favoured Islam and the muslims. This event 

is discussed in the Hadiths found in Sahih Bukhari, numbers 2731 and 

2732. 

 

 

If one reflects on their own life they will find many examples when they 

believed something was good when it was actually bad for them and 

vice versa. These examples prove the authenticity of this verse and help 

one's faith strengthen. 

 

 



Another example is found in chapter 79 An Naziat, verse 46: 

 

 

“It will be, on the Day they see it (Judgement Day) as though they had 

not remained [in the world] except for an afternoon or a morning 

thereof.” 

 

 

If one turns the pages of history they will clearly observe how great 

empires came and went. But when they left they passed away in such a 

way as if they were only on Earth for a moment. All but a few of their 

signs have faded away as if they were never present on Earth in the first 

place. Similarly, when one reflects on their own life they will realise that 

no matter how old they are and no matter how slow certain days might 

have felt overall their life so far has passed in a flash. Understanding the 

truthfulness of this verse strengthens one's certainty of faith and this 

inspires them to prepare for the hereafter before their time runs out. 

 

 

The Holy Quran and the Hadith of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace 

and blessings be upon him, are full of such examples. Therefore, one 

should strive to learn and act on these divine teachings so that they 

adopt certainty of faith. The one who achieves this will not be shaken by 

any difficulty they face and will remain steadfast on the path which leads 

to the gates of Paradise. Chapter 41 Fussilat, verse 53: 

 

 

“We will show them Our signs in the horizons and within themselves until 

it becomes clear to them that it is the truth…” 



The Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, 

once advised that out of his Companions, may Allah be pleased 

with him, Uthman Ibn Affan, may Allah be pleased with him, 

resembled him the most in character. (Imam Suyuti, Tarikh Al 

Khulafa, Page 163) 

 

 

One must emulate the attitude of Uthman, may Allah be pleased with 

him, who took the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be 

upon him, as his role model. 

 

 

If one turns the pages of history they will observe many people who 

achieved great worldly success and in some cases benefited mankind 

yet, they will also observe at least one thing which taints their 

achievements. But if one observes the life of the Holy Prophet 

Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, they will observe 

nothing except success and countless things which benefit mankind. 

Even though, there are people who falsely criticise the Holy Prophet 

Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, it is quite evident from 

his highly accurate and detailed biography which has been verified by 

reliable muslim and non-muslim historians that this criticism is based on 

nothing but falsehood. This is why muslims must put aside all role 

models and instead study and adopt the flawless character of the Holy 

Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, as this is the 

only way to achieve real untainted success in both one's worldly and 

religious life. Chapter 3 Alee Imran, verse 31: 

 

 

“Say, [O Muhammad], "If you should love Allah, then follow me, [so] 

Allah will love you and forgive you your sins…” 

 



 

There is no goal greater than this in this world. In fact, this is what 

people irrespective of their faith strive to achieve. And Allah, the Exalted, 

has placed all of it in the footsteps of his Holy Prophet Muhammad, 

peace and blessings be upon him. Chapter 33 Al Ahzab, verse 21: 

 

 

“There has certainly been for you in the Messenger of Allah an excellent 

pattern for anyone whose hope is in Allah and the Last Day and [who] 

remembers Allah often.” 

 

 

It is simple, if a person desires worldly and religious success they should 

follow in the footsteps of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and 

blessings be upon him. But if they choose a path other than his whatever 

tainted success they achieve will eventually become a burden for them 

and it may lead to a punishment on a Great Day. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

All praise is due to Allah, Lord of the worlds and may peace and 

blessings be upon His final Messenger, Muhammad, his noble Family 

and Companions. 
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