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Introduction 
 

 

The following short book discusses some aspects of the Material World. 

This discussion is based on Chapter 3 Alee Imran, Verses 14-15 of the 

Holy Quran:  

 

 

“Beautified for people is the love of that which they desire - of women 

and sons, heaped-up sums of gold and silver, fine branded horses, and 

cattle and tilled land. That is the enjoyment of worldly life, but Allah has 

with Him the best return [i.e., Paradise]. Say, "Shall I inform you of 

[something] better than that? For those who fear Allah will be gardens in 

the presence of their Lord beneath which rivers flow, wherein they abide 

eternally, and purified spouses and approval from Allah. And Allah is 

Seeing of [His] servants.”” 

 

 

Implementing the lessons discussed will aid a Muslim to Achieve Noble 

Character. According to the Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 

2003, the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, 

has advised that the heaviest thing in the Scales of Judgment Day will 

be Noble Character. It is one of qualities of the Holy Prophet 

Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, which Allah, the Exalted, 

complimented in Chapter 68 Al Qalam, Verse 4 of the Holy Quran: 

 

 

“And indeed, you are of a great moral character.” 

 

 



Therefore, it is a duty on all Muslims to gain and act on the teachings of 

the Holy Quran and the traditions of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, 

peace and blessings be upon him, in order to Achieve Noble Character. 

 



The Material World 
 

Chapter 3 - Alee Imran, Verses 14-15 

 

 

 

 

“Beautified for people is the love of that which they desire - of women 

and sons, heaped-up sums of gold and silver, fine branded horses, and 

cattle and tilled land. That is the enjoyment of worldly life, but Allah has 

with Him the best return [i.e., Paradise]. 

Say, "Shall I inform you of [something] better than that? For those who 

fear Allah will be gardens in the presence of their Lord beneath which 

rivers flow, wherein they abide eternally, and purified spouses and 

approval from Allah. And Allah is Seeing of [His] servants.”” 

 



“Beautified for people is the love of that which they desire…” 

 

 

This verse is indirectly connected to chapter 29 Al Ankabut, verse 38: 

 

 

“…And Satan had made pleasing to them their deeds and averted them 

from the path…” 

 

 

As mentioned in this verse the Devil fools people into committing sins 

and making wrong decisions by beautifying the incorrect choice for 

them. This occurs in situations when a person must make a choice 

between two or more options. It also occurs when the choice is between 

the lawful and unlawful and even between two lawful options. If the Devil 

cannot guide someone to a sin then he attempts to guide them to the 

inferior option, even if it is lawful, hoping it will lead to some sort of a sin, 

such as a person complaining about life and destiny. The Devil 

beautifies a choice by causing one to focus on its apparent benefit to 

such a degree that they lose focus on the bigger picture and the 

consequences of the choice. An adult then behaves like a child who 

makes choices without reflecting over the consequences of their actions. 

This is one of the main reasons why people commit sins. In reality, if one 

truly reflected on the punishment of sins they would never commit them.  

 

 

Something which helps in situations like this is to mentally take a step 

back and assess the options by comparing their long-term benefits and 

harms. Only when the lawful benefits of something outweighs the harm 

should a person proceed. The other thing which helps is to deeply reflect 

on the consequences of the potential options. Some choices might be 



lawful but if one goes ahead with them it may make their life difficult in 

the long run. For example, sometimes people rush into marriage with 

someone they apparently love. They base their decision solely on their 

feelings instead of reflecting on other more important aspects, for 

example, if their potential future spouse will make a good life partner or a 

good parent and if they will help them in their obedience to Allah, the 

Exalted. Many marriages have ended in divorce because the couple did 

not reflect on the long term implications of a potential marriage. Many 

people often claim their spouse was very different before they got 

married but in most cases they have not changed at all. The truth is that 

before marriage they did not spend so much time with them so they did 

not observe certain characteristics which became obvious after 

marriage.  

 

 

Some often rush into action and later have regrets as their choice 

caused them more trouble and in many cases the issue was not a big 

deal in the first place. This type of action can only be avoided when one 

reflects on the situation and observes the bigger picture meaning, the 

wider and long-term implications and consequences of taking a step 

forward. 

  

 

One should not only assess if something is lawful or unlawful before 

making a decision. Even though, this is the most important thing to 

consider yet, it is not the only thing. As many lawful incorrect choices, 

which are beautified by the Devil, can lead to trouble further on in life.  

 

 

To sum up, before making any choice a person must take a step back 

and reflect deeply over its lawfulness and its potential long-term benefits 

and harms under the guidance of the Holy Quran and the traditions of 



the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him. 

Whoever acts like this will rarely make a wrong choice they later regret.  

 

 

 

 



“Beautified for people is the love of that which they desire…” 

 

 

A Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari, number 3294, advises that whichever 

path the second rightly guided Caliph of Islam, Umar Bin Khataab, may 

Allah be pleased with him, took the Devil would take a different path, 

meaning, out of fear of him. One of the reasons why the Devil acted in 

this way was because he had little influence over Umar Bin Khataab, 

may Allah be pleased with him. The Devil cannot physically force 

someone to commit sins. He instead encourages them to do so through 

whisperings. But in order for them to be effective he requires a person to 

possess some sort of worldly desire. Then through his whisperings he 

encourages the growth of this worldly desire until it drives the person to 

act on it thereby committing a sin. The reason the Devil had little effect 

on Umar Bin Khataab, may Allah be pleased with him, was because he 

had removed worldly desires from his heart. His only desires were 

connected to pleasing Allah, the Exalted. Therefore, if Muslims desire to 

minimise the effect the Devil has on them they should remove 

unnecessary desires from their heart. This only occurs when one 

refrains from indulging in the excess and unnecessary aspects of this 

material world. The more they do this the more these worldly desires will 

leave their heart until they reach a point where they only desire to please 

Allah, the Exalted, in all their actions. The Devil will flee from this person 

as he knows he will have little effect on them. But the more one indulges 

in the unnecessary aspects of this material world the more worldly 

desires they will possess and therefore, the more influence the Devil will 

have over them.  

 



“Beautified for people is the love of that which they desire - of 

women and sons…” 

 

 

The powerful desire for a spouse and children is not an evil desire in 

itself as this is required in order to continue populating the Earth. But if 

this desire is not controlled by the limits of Islam then it can become an 

evil one. If the desire is controlled correctly then these two things can 

become a source of peace for a Muslim. Chapter 25 Al Furqan, verse 

74:  

 

 

“And those who say, "Our Lord, grant us from among our wives and 

offspring comfort to our eyes…”” 

 

 

This verse indicates the importance of marrying according to the 

teachings of Islam. This means the true servants of the Most Merciful 

follow the advice of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings 

be upon him, found in Sahih Muslim, number 3635, when choosing who 

to marry. This Hadith advises that a person is married for their beauty, 

lineage, wealth or for their piety. The Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace 

and blessings be upon him, advised Muslims to marry someone who 

possesses piety.  

 

 

It is important to understand that the first three things mentioned in this 

Hadith are very transient and imperfect. They may give someone 

temporary happiness but ultimately these things will become a burden 

for them as they are linked to the material world and not to the thing 

which grants ultimate and permanent success namely, faith. One only 



needs to observe the rich and famous in order to understand that wealth 

does not bring happiness. In fact, the rich are the most unsatisfied and 

unhappy people on Earth. Marrying someone for the sake of their 

lineage is foolish as it does not guarantee the person will make a good 

spouse. In fact, if the marriage does not work out it destroys the family 

bond the two families possessed before the marriage. Marrying only for 

the sake of beauty meaning, love is not wise as this is a fickle emotion 

which changes with the passing of time and with one’s mood. How many 

couples supposedly drowned in love ended up hating each other?  

 

 

But it is important to note that this Hadith does not mean one should find 

a spouse who is poor as it is important to get married to someone who 

can financially support a family. Neither does it mean one should not be 

attracted to their spouse as this is an important aspect of a healthy 

marriage. But this Hadith means that these things should not be the 

main or ultimate reason someone gets married.  

 

 

The main and ultimate quality a Muslim should look for in a spouse is 

piety. This is when a Muslim fulfills the commands of Allah, the Exalted, 

refrains from His prohibitions and faces destiny with patience. Put 

simply, the one who fears Allah, the Exalted, will treat their spouse well 

in both times of happiness and difficulty. On the other hand, those who 

are irreligious will mistreat their spouse whenever they are upset. This is 

one of the main reasons why domestic violence has increased amongst 

Muslims in recent years.  

 

 

The true servants of the Most Merciful act on the advice given in this 

Hadith and through it they fulfil an aspect which helps them perfect their 

faith. This has been advised in a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, 



number 2521. Only through this behaviour can a Muslim achieve the 

coolness of their eyes through their spouse which is indicated in this 

verse. 

 

  

In order to achieve the second thing mentioned in this verse namely, a 

pious child, a parent must educate their child to adopt piety firstly by 

leading by example and giving their child a practical demonstration of 

piety. Secondly, they should teach them from a young age the different 

aspects of piety and noble character taught in the Holy Quran and 

Hadiths of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon 

him. This can be summed up into three things namely, to fulfil the 

commands of Allah, the Exalted, to refrain from His prohibitions and to 

face destiny with patience. Only when a parent takes these steps can 

they fulfil the supplication in this verse. Only then will they child benefit 

them in this world and the next. Neglecting this duty will only cause one's 

child to become a source of distress for them in both worlds.  

 



“Beautified for people is the love of that which they desire - of 

women and sons…” 

 

 

When a Muslim observes the teachings of Islam they will find that certain 

worldly blessings have been described in a positive way but in other 

places it has been described in a negative way. This is because in reality 

most things are not innately good or bad. What makes them good or bad 

is whether they take one towards the obedience and pleasure of Allah, 

the Exalted, or not. For example, the Holy Quran has described a 

spouse as a way of finding tranquillity, mercy and affection. Chapter 30 

Ar Rum, verse 21: 

 

 

“And of His signs is that He created for you from yourselves mates that 

you may find tranquility in them; and He placed between you affection 

and mercy…” 

 

 

But the same Holy Quran has also warned that a spouse and children 

can be enemies to a Muslim as well. Chapter 64 At Taghabun, verse 14: 

 

 

“O you who have believed, indeed, among your spouses and your 

children are enemies to you, so beware of them…” 

 

 

This indicates that they become a source of tranquillity when they 

encourage one towards the obedience of Allah, the Exalted, which 



involves fulfilling His commands, refraining from His prohibitions and 

facing destiny with patience.  But one’s family can become an enemy to 

them if they divert them away from the obedience of Allah, the Exalted.  

 

 

So Muslims should regularly assess and judge the worldly blessings 

they possess in order to determine whether they encourage them 

towards the obedience of Allah, the Exalted, or divert them from it. And if 

necessary take steps in order to benefit themselves in both worlds. 

Whoever does this self-assessment regularly during their lives will find 

that their final judgment on the Day of Resurrection will be easy as they 

remained obedient to Allah, the Exalted. But if they fail to do this self-

assessment they will get lost in the material world and fail to prepare for 

the hereafter adequately which will lead to a difficult accountability and a 

potential severe punishment. Chapter 9 At Tawbah, verse 24: 

 

 

“Say, [O Muhammad], "If your fathers, your sons, your brothers, your 

wives, your relatives, wealth which you have obtained, commerce 

wherein you fear decline, and dwellings with which you are pleased are 

more beloved to you than Allah and His Messenger and striving in His 

cause, then wait until Allah executes His command.” 

 

 



“Beautified for people is the love of that which they 

desire…heaped-up sums of gold and silver, fine branded horses, 

and cattle and tilled land…” 

 

 

The one who understands the purpose of these worldly blessings will 

use them correctly so that they find peace in both worlds. 

 

 

In a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 2376, the Holy Prophet 

Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, warned that craving for 

wealth and status is more destructive to one's faith than the destruction 

caused by two hungry wolves which are set free on a herd of sheep. 

 

 

This shows that hardly any of a Muslim’s faith remains secure if they 

crave after wealth and fame in this world just as hardly any of the sheep 

will be saved from two hungry wolves. So this great similitude contains a 

severe warning against the evil of craving after excess wealth and social 

status in the world. 

 

 

The first type of craving for wealth is when one has extreme love for 

wealth and strives without fatigue to acquire it through lawful means. To 

behave in such a manner is not the sign of wise person as a Muslim 

should firmly believe their provision is guaranteed to them and this 

allotment can never change. In fact, the provision of the creation was 

allocated over fifty thousand years before the creation of the Heavens 

and the Earth. This is confirmed in a Hadith found in Sahih Muslim, 

number 6748. This person will undoubtedly neglect their duties as they 

are too preoccupied with obtaining wealth. A body which is too busy 



acquiring wealth will never prepare adequately for the hereafter. In fact, 

this person will dedicate so much effort to acquiring wealth that they may 

not even get a chance to enjoy it. Instead, they will depart this world and 

leave it behind for other people to enjoy even though they will be held 

accountable for it. This person may acquire wealth lawfully but they will 

still not find peace of mind as no matter how much they obtain they will 

only desire more. This person is needy and therefore, a real pauper 

even if they possess much wealth.  

 

 

The only craving which is beneficial is craving for accumulating true 

wealth namely, righteous deeds in order to prepare for one's day of 

return.  

 

 

The second type of craving for wealth is similar to the first type but in 

addition to it this type of person acquires wealth through unlawful means 

and fails to fulfil the rights of people, such as the obligatory charity. The 

Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, has 

warned against this in many Hadiths. For example, in a Hadith found in 

Sahih Muslim, number 6576, he warned that this attitude destroyed the 

past nations as they made unlawful things lawful, withheld the rights of 

others and killed others for the sake of excess wealth. This person 

strives for the wealth they are not entitled to which leads to countless 

major sins. When one adopts this attitude they become intensely greedy. 

As warned by the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be 

upon him, in a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 1961, the 

greedy person is far from Allah, the Exalted, far from Paradise, far from 

people and close to Hell. In fact, a Hadith found in Sunan An Nasai, 

number 3114, warns that extreme greed and true faith will never 

combine in the heart of a true Muslim. 

 

 



If a Muslim adopts this type of craving then the extreme danger of it is 

clear even to an uneducated Muslim. It will destroy their faith until 

nothing except a little remains just like the main Hadith under discussion 

warns that this destruction to one’s faith is more severe than the 

destruction caused by two hungry wolves which are let loose on a herd 

of sheep. This Muslim risks losing the little faith they possess at the 

moment of their death, which is the greatest loss. A person's craving for 

fame and status is arguably more destructive to one's faith than craving 

for excess wealth. A person will often spend their beloved wealth on 

obtaining fame and prestige.  

 

 

It is rare for someone to obtain status and fame and still remain firm on 

the correct path whereby they prioritise the hereafter over the material 

world. In fact, a Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari, number 6723, warns that 

a person who seeks status in society, such as leadership, will be left to 

deal with it themself but if someone receives it without asking for it they 

will be aided by Allah, the Exalted, in remaining obedient to Him. This is 

the reason the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon 

him, would not appoint a person who requested to be appointed in a 

position of authority or even showed desire for it. This is confirmed in a 

Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari, number 6923. Another Hadith found in 

Sahih Bukhari, number 7148, warns that people will be keen to obtain 

status and authority but it will be a great regret for them on the Day of 

Judgment. This is a dangerous craving as it forces one to strive 

intensely to obtain it and then strive further in order to hold on to it even 

if it encourages them to commit oppression and other sins. 

  

 

The worse type of craving for status is when one obtains this through 

religion. The Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon 

him, has warned in a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 2654, 

that this person will go to Hell.  

 



 

Therefore, it is safer for a Muslim to avoid the craving for excess wealth 

and high social status as they are two things which can lead to the 

destruction of their faith by distracting them from preparing adequately 

for the hereafter. 

 



“Beautified for people is the love of that which they desire - of 

women and sons, heaped-up sums of gold and silver, fine branded 

horses, and cattle and tilled land. That is the enjoyment of worldly 

life...” 

 

 

In a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 2322, the Holy Prophet 

Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, advised that everything 

in this material world is cursed except the remembrance of Allah, the 

Exalted, what is connected to it, the knowledgeable person and the 

student of knowledge. 

 

 

The remembrance of Allah, the Exalted, encompasses all the levels of 

remembrance. Namely, internal silent remembrance, which includes 

correcting one’s intention so that they only act for the sake of Allah, the 

Exalted. Remembering Allah, the Exalted, via the tongue and the most 

important is practically remembering Allah, the Exalted, by fulfilling His 

commands, refraining from His prohibitions and by facing destiny with 

patience. 

 

  

Anything which leads to the remembrance of Allah, the Exalted, includes 

the obedience of Allah, the Exalted, such as striving in the material world 

in order to fulfill one's necessities and the necessities of their 

dependents according to the teachings of Islam without waste, 

excessiveness or extravagance. In reality, this includes any action which 

appears worldly or religious as long as it involves the obedience of Allah, 

the Exalted.  

 

 



Both the knowledgeable person and the student of knowledge are the 

only people in reality who will obey Allah, the Exalted, correctly as this is 

not possible to achieve without knowledge. An ignorant person disobeys 

Allah, the Exalted, without even realizing it as they are unaware of what 

counts as a sin or a righteous deed. In some cases, one may even 

believe they are strictly obeying Him even though they are far from it. 

 

  

To conclude, in reality nothing is really cursed in the material world in 

itself. It is how a thing is used which determines if it is cursed or not. For 

example, if wealth is used correctly according to the teachings of Islam 

then it is a great blessing in both worlds. But if it is misused or hoarded 

then it will become a curse for its owner in both worlds. This can be 

applied to all things in this world.  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



“Beautified for people is the love of that which they desire - of 

women and sons, heaped-up sums of gold and silver, fine branded 

horses, and cattle and tilled land. That is the enjoyment of worldly 

life...” 

 

 

In reality, in most cases nothing in this material world in itself is good or 

bad, such as wealth. What makes a thing good or bad is the way it is 

used. It is important to understand that the very purpose of everything 

which was created by Allah, the Exalted, was for it to be used correctly 

according to the teachings of Islam. When something is not used 

correctly it in reality becomes useless. For example, wealth is useful in 

both worlds when it is used correctly such as being spent on the 

necessities of a person and their dependents. But it can become useless 

and even a curse for its bearer if it is not used correctly, such as being 

hoarded or spent on sinful things. Simply hoarding wealth causes wealth 

to lose value. How can paper and metal coins one tucks away be 

useful? In this respect, there is no difference between a blank piece of 

paper and a note of money. It is only useful when it is used correctly.  

 

 

So if a Muslim desires all their worldly possessions to become a blessing 

for them in both worlds all they have to do is use them correctly 

according to the teachings found in the Holy Quran and the traditions of 

the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him. But if 

they use them incorrectly then the same blessing will become a burden 

and curse for them in both worlds. It is as simple as that.  

 



“Beautified for people is the love of that which they desire - of 

women and sons, heaped-up sums of gold and silver, fine branded 

horses, and cattle and tilled land. That is the enjoyment of worldly 

life...” 

 

 

It is important for Muslims to understand that they should not define a 

situation as good or bad according to worldly definitions. For example, 

according to a worldly definition being wealthy is good whereas being 

poor is bad. Instead, Muslims should ascribe good and bad to events 

and things according to the teachings of Islam. Meaning, anything which 

takes one closer to the obedience of Allah, the Exalted, in the form of 

fulfilling His commands, refraining from His prohibitions and by facing 

destiny with patience, is good even if it is seen as bad from a worldly 

point of view. And anything which takes one away from the obedience of 

Allah, the Exalted, is bad even if it appears good. 

 

 

There are many examples throughout the teachings of Islam which 

demonstrate this. For example, Qarun was an extremely wealthy person 

who lived in the time of the Holy Prophet Musa, peace be upon him. 

Many people then and now may consider his wealth to be a good thing 

but as it led him to pride it became a means of his destruction. So in his 

case being wealthy was a bad thing.  Chapter 28 Al Qasas, verses 79-

81. 

 

 

“So he came out before his people in his adornment. Those who desired 

the worldly life said, "Oh, would that we had like what was given to 

Qārūn. Indeed, he is one of great fortune. But those who had been given 

knowledge said, "Woe to you! The reward of Allah is better for he who 

believes and does righteousness. And none are granted it except the 



patient." And We caused the earth to swallow him and his home. And 

there was for him no company to aid him other than Allah, nor was he of 

those who [could] defend themselves.” 

 

 

On the other hand, the third rightly guided Caliph of Islam, Usman Bin 

Affan, may Allah be pleased with him, was also wealthy yet he used his 

wealth in the correct way. In fact, once after donating a large amount of 

wealth he was told by the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and 

blessings be upon him, that nothing could harm his faith after that day. 

This has been indicated in a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 

3701. So in his case wealth was a good thing. 

 

 

To conclude, a Muslim should remember that every difficulty they face 

has wisdoms behind it even if they do not observe them. So they should 

not believe something is good or bad from a worldly point of view. 

Meaning, if the thing encourages them towards the obedience of Allah, 

the Exalted, then it is good even if it looks bad. Chapter 2 Al Baqarah, 

verse 216: 

 

 

“…But perhaps you hate a thing and it is good for you; and perhaps you 

love a thing and it is bad for you. And Allah knows, while you know not.” 

 



“Beautified for people is the love of that which they desire - of women 

and sons, heaped-up sums of gold and silver, fine branded horses, 

and cattle and tilled land. That is the enjoyment of worldly life, but 

Allāh has with Him the best return.” 

 

 

The one who understands the purpose of these worldly blessings will use 

them correctly so that they find peace in both worlds. 

 

 

Every worldly blessing a Muslim possesses is only a means which should 

aid them in reaching the hereafter safely. It is not an end in itself. For 

example, wealth is a means one should use in order to obey Allah, the 

Exalted, by fulfilling the commands of Allah, the Exalted, fulfilling their 

necessities and the necessities of their dependents. It is not an end or an 

ultimate goal in itself.  

 

 

This not only aids a Muslim in maintaining their focus on the hereafter but it 

also aids them whenever they lose worldly blessings. When a Muslim treats 

each worldly blessing, such as a child, as a means to please Allah, the 

Exalted, and reach the hereafter safely then losing it will not have such a 

detrimental impact on them. They may become sad, which is an acceptable 

emotion, but they will not become grieved which leads to impatience and 

other mental problems, such as depression. This is because they firmly 

believe the worldly blessing they possessed was only a means so losing it 

does not cause a loss in the ultimate goal namely, Paradise, the loss of 

which is disastrous. Therefore, still possessing and concentrating on the 

ultimate goal will prevent them from becoming grieved.  



 

 

In addition, they will understand that just like the thing they lost was only a 

means they firmly believe they will be provided with another means to 

reach and fulfil their ultimate goal by Allah, the Exalted. This will also 

prevent them from grieving. Whereas, the one who believes their worldly 

blessing is the end instead of a means will experience severe grief when 

losing it as their whole purpose and objective has been lost. This grief will 

lead to depression and other mental issues.  

 

 

To conclude, Muslims should treat each blessing they possess as a means 

to reach the hereafter safely not as an end in itself. This is how one can 

possess things without being possessed by them. This is how they can 

keep worldly things in their hands and not in their hearts.  

 



“Beautified for people is the love of that which they desire - of women 

and sons, heaped-up sums of gold and silver, fine branded horses, 

and cattle and tilled land. That is the enjoyment of worldly life, but 

Allāh has with Him the best return.” 

 

 

The one who understands the purpose of these worldly blessings will use 

them correctly so that they find peace in both worlds. 

 

 

In a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 2465, the Holy Prophet 

Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, advised that whoever 

prioritises the hereafter over this material world will be granted 

contentment, their affairs will be corrected for them and they will receive 

their destined provision in an easy way. 

  

 

This half of the Hadith means that whoever correctly fulfils their duties in 

respect to Allah, the Exalted, and to the creation, such as providing for their 

family in a lawful manner while avoiding the excess of this material world 

will be granted contentment. This is when one is pleased with what they 

possess without being greedy and actively striving to obtain more worldly 

things. In reality, the one who is content with what they possess is a truly 

rich person even if they possess little wealth as they become independent 

of things. Independence of anything makes one rich in respect to it.  

 

 



In addition, this attitude will allow one to comfortably deal with any worldly 

issues which may arise during their life. This is because the less one 

interacts with the material world and focuses on the hereafter the less 

worldly issues they will face. The less worldly issues a person faces the 

more comfortable their life will become. For example, the one who 

possesses one house will have fewer issues to deal with in respect to it, 

such as a broken cooker, than the one who possesses ten houses. Finally, 

this person will easily and pleasantly obtain their lawful provision. Not only 

this but Allah, the Exalted, will place such grace in their provision that it will 

cover all their responsibilities and necessities meaning, it will satisfy them 

and their dependents.  

 

 

But as mentioned in the other half of this Hadith the one who prioritises the 

material world over the hereafter meaning, by neglecting their duties or 

striving for the unnecessary and excess of this material world will find that 

their need, meaning greed, for worldly things is never satisfied which by 

definition makes them poor even if they possess much wealth. These 

people will go from one worldly issue to another throughout the day failing 

to achieve contentment as they have opened too many worldly doors. And 

they will receive their destined provision with difficulty and it will not give 

them satisfaction and never seem enough to fill their greed. This may even 

push them towards the unlawful which only leads to a loss in both worlds. 

 



“Beautified for people is the love of that which they desire - of women 

and sons, heaped-up sums of gold and silver, fine branded horses, 

and cattle and tilled land. That is the enjoyment of worldly life, but 

Allāh has with Him the best return.” 

 

 

It is important to note, the material world which Islam encourages one to 

detach from actually refers to one’s desires. It does not refer to the physical 

world, such as the mountains. This is indicated by the main verse under 

discussion. 

 

 

These things are connected to the desires of people and by them one 

becomes distracted from preparing for the hereafter. When one abstains 

from their desires they are in fact detaching from the material world. This is 

why a Muslim who does not possess worldly things can still be regarded a 

worldly person because of their inner desire and love for it. Whereas, a 

Muslim who possesses worldly things, like some of the righteous 

predecessors, can be considered detached from the material world as they 

do not desire and occupy their minds, hearts and actions with them. 

Instead they desire lies in the eternal hereafter.  

 

 

The righteous predecessors understood why Allah, the Exalted, created 

them and what He desired from them. So they only spent wealth according 

to the commands of Allah, the Exalted, and never spent on things 

according to their own desires. These righteous people were certain that 

their souls and possessions belonged only to Allah, the Exalted. So they 

reached the highest level of gratitude by using each worldly blessing 

according to the commands of Allah, the Exalted. These people may have 



been given plenty of worldly things but they did not put their trust in them. 

They only put their trust in Allah, the Exalted. They took no pleasure in their 

belongings and only saw them as a duty which needed to be discharged 

according to the pleasure of Allah, the Exalted. Their hearts were not 

attached to their belongings nor did they exclude others from enjoying the 

worldly blessings they possessed by greedily hoarding them. This is why 

they possessed worldly things but the things did not possess them. They 

had wealth but chose poverty for themselves as they spent to fulfil the 

needs of others. They took delight only in the obedience of Allah, the 

Exalted, by using their worldly possessions according to His wish instead of 

their own. Neither did they grieve or show displeasure when they lost 

worldly things as they preferred the choice of Allah, the Exalted, over all 

things. They took no pleasure or joy in their worldly possessions. So in 

reality, they had abstained from the material world even though they 

possessed worldly things. The possessions were in their hands not in their 

hearts. They understood that the true love of Allah, the Exalted, consisted 

of turning away from this material world with their hearts and intentions. 

Chapter 20 Taha, verse 131: 

 

 

“And do not extend your eyes toward that by which We have given 

enjoyment to [some] categories of them, [its being but] the splendor of 

worldly life by which We test them. And the provision of your Lord is better 

and more enduring.” 

 

 

This in reality is quite clear when one actually studies the lives of the 

righteous predecessors instead of assuming they were just businessmen. 

Unfortunately, many Muslims today claim to follow in their footsteps even 

though they drown themselves collecting and hoarding the material world. 

The majority of people are fooled into thinking they are following in their 



footsteps when they are actually nothing alike. These worldly people trust 

and love their possessions whereas the righteous had worldly possessions 

but only trusted and loved Allah, the Exalted. Worldly possessions were in 

the hands of the righteous predecessors not in their hearts while many 

today have no possessions in their hands but still have them in their hearts. 

One should take heed to how Allah, the Exalted, has described the material 

world and therefore not prioritise it over preparing for the eternal hereafter. 

Chapter 57 Al Hadid, verse 20: 

 

 

“Know that the life of this world is but amusement and diversion and 

adornment and boasting to one another and competition in increase of 

wealth and children…” 

 



“…For those who fear Allāh will be gardens…” 

 

 

Piety/Fearing Allah, the Exalted, cannot be achieved without gaining and 

acting on Islamic knowledge so that one can fulfill the commands of Allah, 

the Exalted, refrain from His prohibitions and face destiny with patience 

according to the traditions of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and 

blessings be upon him. Chapter 35 Fatir, verse 28: 

 

 

“…Only those fear Allah, from among His servants, who have 

knowledge…” 

 

 

In a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 2451, the Holy Prophet 

Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon, advised that a Muslim cannot 

become pious until they avoid something which is not harmful to their 

religion out of caution that it will lead to something which is harmful. 

Therefore, an aspect of piety is to avoid things which are doubtful not just 

unlawful. This is because doubtful things takes a Muslim one step closer to 

the unlawful and the closer one is to the unlawful the easier it is to fall into 

it. It is why a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 1205, advises that 

the one who avoids unlawful and doubtful things will protect their religion 

and honor. If one observes those who have become misguided in society, 

in most cases, this occurred gradually not in one sudden step. Meaning, 

the person first indulged in doubtful things before falling into the unlawful. 

This is the reason why Islam stresses the need to avoid unnecessary and 

vain things in one's life as they can lead them to the unlawful. For example, 

vain and useless speech which is not classified sinful by Islam often leads 

to evil speech, such as backbiting, lying and slander. If a person avoids the 



first step by not indulging in vain speech they will undoubtedly avoid evil 

speech. This process can be applied to all things which are vain, 

unnecessary and especially, doubtful.  

 



“…For those who fear Allāh will be gardens in the presence of their 

Lord…” 

 

 

The one who sincerely strives to obtain the closeness of Allah, the Exalted, 

in this world will be granted it in the hereafter. 

 

 

In a divine Hadith of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be 

upon him, found in Sahih Bukhari, number 6502, Allah, the Exalted, 

declares that a Muslim can only draw close to Him through fulfilling their 

obligatory duties. And they can achieve the love of Allah, the Exalted, 

through voluntary righteous deeds.  

 

 

This description splits the servants of Allah, the Exalted, into two 

categories. The first group draws near to Allah, the Exalted, by fulfilling 

their obligatory duties in respect to Allah, the Exalted, such as the 

obligatory prayer, and in respect to people, such as the obligatory charity. 

This can be summed up by fulfilling the commands of Allah, the Exalted, 

refraining from His prohibitions and being patient with destiny.  

 

 

The second category of those who are brought near to Allah, the Exalted, 

are superior to the first group as they not only fulfil their obligatory duties 

but strive in voluntary righteous deeds. This clearly shows that this is the 

only path to the proximity of Allah, the Exalted. Whoever takes a path other 

than this will not achieve this vital goal. This completely rejects the concept 



of obtaining sainthood without striving in obedience to Allah, the Exalted. 

The person who claims this is simply a liar. The Holy Prophet Muhammad, 

peace and blessings be upon him, has confirmed in a Hadith found in 

Sahih Muslim, number 4094, that when the spiritual heart is pure the rest of 

the body becomes pure. This leads to righteous deeds. So if a person does 

not perform righteous deeds, such as their obligatory duties, then their 

body is impure which means their spiritual heart is impure as well. This 

person can never reach the proximity of Allah, the Exalted.  

 

 

It is important to note, the greatest voluntary righteous deeds one can 

perform are those based on the traditions of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, 

peace and blessings be upon him. Anyone who chooses to perform 

voluntary righteous deeds not based on his traditions has been fooled by 

the Devil as no path will take one close to Allah, the Exalted, except the 

path and actions of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be 

upon him. Chapter 3 Alee Imran, verse 31: 

 

 

“Say, [O Muhammad], "If you should love Allah, then follow me, [so] Allah 

will love you and forgive you your sins….” 

 

 

The pious Muslims who belong in the second higher group are also those 

who avoid unnecessary things of this material world. This attitude aids 

them in focusing their efforts on performing voluntary righteous deeds. It is 

this group who have perfected their faith by loving, hating, giving and 

withholding all for the sake of Allah, the Exalted. This has been advised in a 

Hadith found in Sunan Abu Dawud, number 4681. 



“…For those who fear Allāh will be gardens…and purified spouses…” 

 

 

This verse encourages Muslims to choose a spouse based on the 

teachings of Islam so that they encourage them towards the sincere 

obedience of Allah, the Exalted, which ultimately leads to the blessing 

mentioned in this verse. For example, in a Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari, 

number 5090, the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon 

him, advised that a person is married for four reasons: their wealth, lineage, 

beauty or for their piety. He concluded by warning that a person should 

marry for the sake of piety otherwise they will be a loser. 

 

 

It is important to understand that the first three things mentioned in this 

Hadith are very transient and imperfect. They may give someone 

temporary happiness but ultimately these things will become a burden for 

them as they are linked to the material world and not to the thing which 

grants ultimate and permanent success namely, faith. One only needs to 

observe the rich and famous in order to understand that wealth does not 

bring happiness. In fact, the rich are the most unsatisfied and unhappy 

people on Earth. Marrying someone for the sake of their lineage is foolish 

as it does not guarantee the person will make a good spouse. In fact, if the 

marriage does not work out it destroys the family bond the two families 

possessed before the marriage. Marrying only for the sake of beauty 

meaning, love is not wise as this is a fickle emotion which changes with the 

passing of time and with one’s mood. How many couples supposedly 

drowned in love ended up hating each other?  

 

 



But it is important to note, that this Hadith does not mean one should find a 

spouse who is poor as it is important to get married to someone who can 

financially support a family. Neither does it mean one should not be 

attracted to their spouse as this is an important aspect of a healthy 

marriage. But this Hadith means that these things should not be the main 

or ultimate reason someone gets married. The main and ultimate quality a 

Muslim should look for in a spouse is piety. This is when a Muslim fulfills 

the commands of Allah, the Exalted, refrains from His prohibitions and 

faces destiny with patience. Put simply, the one who fears Allah, the 

Exalted, will treat their spouse well in both times of happiness and difficulty. 

On the other hand, those who are irreligious will mistreat their spouse 

whenever they are upset. This is one of the main reasons why domestic 

violence has increased amongst Muslims in recent years.  

 

 

Finally, if a Muslim desires to get married they should firstly obtain the 

knowledge associated with it, such as the rights they owe their spouse, the 

rights they are owed from their spouse and how to correctly deal with one's 

spouse in different situations. Unfortunately, ignorance of this leads to 

many arguments and divorces as people demand things which their spouse 

is not obliged to fulfill. Knowledge is the foundation of a healthy and 

successful marriage.  

 

 

 

 

 



“…For those who fear Allāh will be gardens…and approval from 

Allah…” 

 

 

The first thing to note is that one must sincerely and practically obey Allah, 

the Exalted, in order to obtain His approval.  

 

 

Some people claim that their belief and obedience to their God is in their 

hearts and they therefore do not need to demonstrate it practically. 

Unfortunately, this foolish mentality has infected many Muslims who believe 

they possess a pure faithful heart even though they fail to fulfil the 

obligatory duties of Islam. The Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and 

blessings be upon him, has clearly declared in a Hadith found in Sunan Ibn 

Majah, number 3984, that when one's heart is pure the body becomes pure 

which means their actions become correct. But if one's heart is corrupt the 

body becomes corrupt which means their actions will be corrupt and 

incorrect. Therefore, the one who does not obey Allah, the Exalted, by 

fulfilling their duties practically can never have a pure heart.  

 

 

In addition, demonstrating one's faith in Allah, the Exalted, practically is 

their proof and evidence which is required on Judgment Day in order to be 

granted Paradise. Not having this practical evidence is as silly as a student 

who hands back a blank exam paper to their teacher claiming their 

knowledge is in their mind so they therefore do not need to write it down by 

answering the exam questions. The same way this student would 

undoubtedly fail so will a person who reaches Judgment Day without the 

obedience of Allah, the Exalted, in the form of fulfilling His commands, 



refraining from His prohibitions and by facing destiny with patience, even if 

they possess faith in their heart.  

 

 

 

 



“…For those who fear Allāh will be gardens…and approval from 

Allah…” 

 

 

It is important to note that one will only obtain the approval of Allah, the 

Exalted, after they approve His decisions in respect to their lives meaning, 

destiny. This is only achievable when one gains and acts on Islamic 

knowledge. For example, in a Hadith found in Sahih Muslim, number 7500, 

the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, advised 

that every situation is blessed for a believer. The only condition is that they 

need to respond to each situation they encounter while obeying Allah, the 

Exalted, specifically, patience in difficulties and gratitude in times of ease. 

 

  

There are two aspects of life. One aspect are the situations people find 

themselves in whether they are times of ease or difficulties. The control of 

what situation a person faces is out of their hands. Allah, the Exalted, has 

decided this and there is no escaping them. Therefore, stressing over the 

situations one faces does not make sense as they are destined and 

therefore inevitable. The other aspect is a person’s reaction to each 

situation. This is in each person's control and this is what they are judged 

on for example, showing patience or impatience in a difficult situation. 

Therefore, a Muslim must concentrate on their behaviour and reaction in 

each situation instead of stressing over being in a situation as this is 

unavoidable. If a Muslim desires to succeed in both worlds they should 

assess each situation and always act in the obedience of Allah, the 

Exalted. For example, in times of ease they must use the blessings they 

possess as prescribed by Islam which is true gratitude to Allah, the Exalted. 

Chapter 14 Ibrahim, verse 7: 

 



 

“And [remember] when your Lord proclaimed, 'If you are grateful, I will 

surely increase you [in favor]…” 

  

 

And in times of difficulty they must show patience knowing Allah, the 

Exalted, chooses what is best for His servants even if they do not 

understand the wisdom behind the choices. Chapter 2 Al Baqarah, verse 

216: 

 

 

“…But perhaps you hate a thing and it is good for you; and perhaps you 

love a thing and it is bad for you. And Allah knows, while you know not.”  

 

 

In addition, a Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari, number 6470, advises that 

whoever is content with what they possess will be made self-sufficient. The 

truly rich person is the one who is not needy and greedy for things. This 

occurs when one becomes satisfied with what they have been granted by 

Allah, the Exalted, which is achieved when one rightfully believes that 

Allah, the Exalted, gives what is best to each person according to His 

infinite knowledge. Chapter 2 Al Baqarah, verse 216: 

 

 

“…But perhaps you hate a thing and it is good for you; and perhaps you 

love a thing and it is bad for you. And Allah knows, while you know not.” 

 



 

This person is truly rich whereas the one who is always greedy and needy 

for things is poor even if they possess much wealth. This has been 

indicated in a Hadith found in Sahih Muslim, number 2420. 

 



“…For those who fear Allāh will be gardens in the presence of their 

Lord beneath which rivers flow, wherein they abide eternally, and 

purified spouses and approval from Allāh…” 

 

 

It is important to note, that one will only enter Paradise through the mercy 

of Allah, the Exalted. This has been confirmed in a Hadith found in Sahih 

Bukhari, number 5673. This is because every righteous deed is only 

possible through the mercy of Allah, the Exalted, in the form of knowledge, 

inspiration, strength and opportunity to do the deed. This understanding 

prevents one from adopting pride which is vital to avoid as only an atom’s 

worth of pride is needed to take a person to Hell. This has been warned in 

a Hadith found in Sahih Muslim, number 267.  

 

 

In addition, a Muslim must understand that this mercy of Allah, the Exalted, 

in the form of righteous deeds is in reality a light which one must gather in 

this world if they desire to obtain a guiding light in the hereafter. If a Muslim 

lives in heedlessness and refrains from gathering this light in the world by 

fulfilling the commands of Allah, the Exalted, refraining from His 

prohibitions and by facing destiny with patience then how can they expect 

to receive this guiding light in the hereafter?  

 

 

All Muslims desire to inhabit Paradise with the greatest servants of Allah, 

the Exalted, such as the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be 

upon him. But it is important to understand that simply wishing for this 

without action will not make it come true otherwise the Companions, may 

Allah be pleased with them, would have done this. Simply put, the more 

one strives in learning and acting on the traditions of the Holy Prophet 



Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, the closer they will be to 

him in the hereafter.  

 

 

The greatest blessing of Paradise is physically observing Allah, the 

Exalted, which is discussed in a Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari, number 

7436. If a Muslim desires to obtain this unimaginable blessing they must 

practically strive to achieve the level of excellence mentioned in a Hadith 

found in Sahih Muslim, number 99. This is when one performs actions, 

such as the prayer, as if they can observe Allah, the Exalted, overlooking 

them. This attitude ensures one's persistent and sincere obedience to 

Allah, the Exalted. It is hoped that the one who strives for this level of faith 

will receive the blessing of physically observing Allah, the Exalted, in the 

hereafter. 

 



“…And Allāh is Seeing [i.e., aware] of [His] servants.” 

 

 

Nothing irrespective of its size and location is out of the reach of the divine 

sight and hearing of Allah, the Exalted.  

 

 

The Muslim who understands this divine name will be extremely cautious in 

their actions and speech. The same way one becomes vigilant over their 

actions when they are in the hearing and seeing range of someone they 

respect or fear a true Muslim will be vigilant over their behaviour knowing 

no word or action escapes Allah, the Exalted. In fact, acting in this way is 

the high level of faith which has been described by the Holy Prophet 

Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, in a Hadith found in Sahih 

Muslim, number 99. If one remains steadfast on this behaviour then they 

will eventually reach excellence of faith whereby they perform acts, such as 

the prayer, as if they observe Allah, the Exalted, constantly watching their 

inner and outer being. This attitude will prevent sins and encourage one to 

sincerely perform righteous deeds.  

 

 

In addition, this divine name encourages Muslims never to give up hope 

whenever they face a difficulty thereby believing no one is aware or even 

cares about them. Allah, the Exalted, undoubtedly hears and sees their 

distress and will respond at the time which is best for His servant. Chapter 

40 Ghafir, verse 60: 

 

 



“And your Lord says, "Call upon Me; I will respond to you…” 

 

 

A Muslim should act on this divine name by using these two senses in the 

way commanded by Allah, the Exalted. Meaning, one should not observe 

unlawful and vain things nor should they listen to unlawful and vain things. 

They should instead use them in the obedience of Allah, the Exalted. It is 

important to avoid vain things as they are often the first step to the 

unlawful. This is achieved by acting on the Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari, 

number 6502. It advises that when one fulfils the commands of Allah, the 

Exalted, in respect to the obligatory duties and then strives in voluntary 

righteous deeds for the pleasure of Allah, the Exalted, He empowers their 

senses such as their sight and hearing so that they only use them in 

accordance to His desire and pleasure.  

 

 
 



“…And Allāh is Seeing [i.e., aware] of [His] servants.” 

 

 

In a long Hadith found in Sahih Muslim, number 99, the Holy Prophet 

Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, explained the meaning of 

Ihsan, which can be translated to mean excellence. This excellence refers 

to one’s conduct and behavior towards Allah, the Exalted, and the creation. 

Acting with excellence has been mentioned throughout the Holy Quran, 

such as chapter 10 Yunus, verse 26: 

 

 

“For them who have done excellent is the best [reward] - and extra…” 

 

 

The Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, has 

explained this verse in Hadiths found in Sahih Muslim, numbers 449 and 

450. The word extra in this verse refers to when the inhabitants of Paradise 

will be blessed with the divine vision of Allah, the Exalted. This reward 

befits the Muslim who acts with excellence. As excellence means to lead 

one’s life as if they can witness Allah, the Exalted, observing their outer and 

inner being at all times. A person who can observe a powerful authority 

watching them will never misbehave out of awe of them. In fact, the Holy 

Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, once advised 

someone to always behave as if they were constantly being observed by a 

righteous man they respected. This has been advised in a Hadith found in 

Imam Tabarani’s, Al Mu’jam Al Kabir, number 5539. 

 

 



Whoever acts in this manner will very rarely commit sins and always hasten 

towards good deeds. This attitude creates the fear of Allah, the Exalted, 

and acts as a shield from the fire of trials in this world and the fire of Hell in 

the hereafter. This vigilance will ensure one not only fulfills all their duties 

towards Allah, the Exalted, but it also encourages them to fulfill their 

responsibilities towards the creation. The peak of which is to sincerely treat 

others with kindness. This person will fulfill the Hadith found in Jami At 

Tirmidhi, number 251, which advises that a person cannot be a true 

believer until they love for others what they love for themself.  

 

 

This level of excellence ensures one acts with the right intention, which is 

the foundation of faith according to the Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari, 

number 1. Success is guaranteed for the one who performs good deeds 

and demonstrates good behavior with the right intention namely, to please 

Allah, the Exalted. The more excellent a person acts the stronger their faith 

becomes until they become a Muslim who is far from heedlessness and is 

always struggling to beautify their hereafter and worldly life according to the 

teachings of Islam. 

 

 

It is feared that the opposite of this reward will be given to those who turned 

away from Allah, the Exalted. As they lived without fearing the all-

encompassing gaze of Allah, the Exalted, they will be veiled from seeing 

Him in the hereafter. Chapter 83 Al Mutaffifin, verse 15: 

 

 

“No! Indeed, from their Lord, that Day, they will be partitioned.” 

 



 

Those who fail to reach the level of acting as if they witness Allah, the 

Exalted, must act on the second part of the advice given in the main Hadith 

quoted at the beginning. This person should sincerely believe that Allah, 

the Exalted, is constantly observing them. Even though this state is lower in 

rank than the one who acts as if they observe Allah, the Exalted, none the 

less, it is a great way of adopting true fear of Allah, the Exalted. As 

mentioned earlier this attitude will prevent one from committing sins and 

encourage them towards good deeds. As advised by the Holy Prophet 

Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, in Imam Tabarani’s, Al 

Mu’jam Al Kabir, number 7935, the one who strives to adopt this mentality 

will be granted shade on the Day of Judgment by Allah, the Exalted.  

 

 
The divine presence of Allah, the Exalted, is mentioned throughout the Holy 

Quran, such as Chapter 57 Al Hadid, verse 4: 

 

 

“…He is with you wherever you are. And Allah, of what you do, is Seeing.” 

 

 

The Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, has 

advised to adopt the true awareness of the divine presence of Allah, the 

Exalted, in many Hadiths. For example, in one divine Hadith found in Sahih 

Bukhari, number 7405, Allah, the Exalted, declares that He is with whoever 

remembers Him. This is the reason why it has been reported in Hilyat Al 

Awliya, volume 1, pages 84 and 85, about the Commander of the Faithful, 

Ali Bin Abu Talib, may Allah be pleased with him, that he shied away from 

the glitter and pomp of the material world and only found solace in the 



lonely night. Meaning, he sought the companionship of Allah, the Exalted, 

rather than the companionship of people. 

 

 

Adopting the awareness of the divine presence of Allah, the Exalted, not 

only prevents sins and encourages good deeds but it also prevents 

loneliness and depression. A person is very rarely affected by mental 

health issues when they are constantly surrounded by a person who loves 

them and aids them. No one loves the creation more than Allah, the 

Exalted, and there is no doubt that He is the source of all aid. Therefore, 

acting with excellence benefits one’s faith, actions, emotional state and the 

wider society.       

 

 

A Muslim must avoid becoming like those who treat Allah, the Exalted, as 

the most insignificant of those who observe them. This is a serious spiritual 

illness which leads to all types of sins and evil behavior towards Allah, the 

Exalted, and the creation.  

 
 



“Beautified for people is the love of that which they desire - of women 

and sons, heaped-up sums of gold and silver, fine branded horses, 

and cattle and tilled land. That is the enjoyment of worldly life, but 

Allāh has with Him the best return. Say, "Shall I inform you of 

[something] better than that? For those who fear Allāh will be gardens 

in the presence of their Lord beneath which rivers flow, wherein they 

abide eternally, and purified spouses and approval from Allāh…”” 

 

 

In a Hadith found in Sunan Ibn Majah, number 4108, the Holy Prophet 

Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, advised that the material 

world compared to the hereafter is like a drop of water compared to an 

ocean. 

 

  

In reality, this parable was given in order for people to understand how 

small the material world is compared to the hereafter. But in reality they 

cannot be compared as the material world is temporal whereas the 

hereafter is eternal. Meaning, the limited cannot be compared to the 

unlimited. The material world can be split into four categories: fame, 

fortune, authority and one's social life, such as their family and friends. No 

matter what worldly blessing one obtains which falls within these groups it 

will always be imperfect, transient and death will cut a person off from the 

blessing. On the other hand, the blessings in the hereafter are lasting and 

perfect. So in this respect the material world is no more than a drop 

compared to an endless ocean. 

 

 

In addition, a person is not guaranteed to experience a long life in this 

world as the time of death is unknown. Whereas, everyone is guaranteed to 



experience death and reach the hereafter. So it is foolish to strive for a day, 

such as one's retirement, which they may never reach over striving for the 

hereafter which they are guaranteed to reach.  

 

 

This does not mean one should abandon the world as it is a bridge which 

must be crossed in order to reach the hereafter safely. Instead, a Muslim 

should take from this material world enough to fulfill their necessities and 

the necessities of their dependents according to the teachings of Islam 

without waste, excessiveness or extravagance. And then dedicate the rest 

of their efforts in preparing for the eternal hereafter by fulfilling the 

commands of Allah, the Exalted, refraining from His prohibitions and by 

facing destiny with patience according to the teachings of Islam. 

 

  

An intelligent person will not prioritize the drop of water over an endless 

ocean and an intelligent Muslim would not prioritize the temporal material 

world over the eternal hereafter.  

 
 

 
 



“Beautified for people is the love of that which they desire - of 

women and sons, heaped-up sums of gold and silver, fine branded 

horses, and cattle and tilled land. That is the enjoyment of worldly 

life, but Allāh has with Him the best return. Say, "Shall I inform you 

of [something] better than that? For those who fear Allāh will be 

gardens in the presence of their Lord beneath which rivers flow, 

wherein they abide eternally, and purified spouses and approval 

from Allāh…”” 

 

 

It is important for Muslims to develop the correct perception so that they 

can increase their obedience to Allah, the Exalted, which involves 

fulfilling His commands, refraining from His prohibitions and facing 

destiny with patience. This is what the righteous predecessors 

possessed and it encouraged them to avoid the excess luxuries of the 

material world and instead prepare for the hereafter. This is an important 

characteristic to possess and it can be explained with a worldly example. 

Two people are extremely thirsty and come across a cup of murky water. 

They both desire to drink it even though it is not pure and even if it 

means they have to argue over it. As their thirst grows the more focused 

on the cup of murky water they become to the point they lose focus on 

everything else. But if one of them shifted their focus and observed a 

river of pure water which was only a short distance ahead they would 

immediately lose focus on the cup of water to the point they would no 

longer care about it and no longer argue over it. And instead they would 

endure their thirst patiently knowing a river of pure water is close. The 

person who is unaware of the river would probably believe the other 

person is crazy after observing their change in attitude. This is the case 

of the two types of people in this world. One group greedily focuses on 

the material world. The other group has shifted their focus to the 

hereafter and the pure and eternal blessings therein. When one shifts 

their focus to the bliss of the hereafter worldly problems do not seem like 

such a big deal. Therefore, patience becomes easier to adopt. But if one 

keeps their focus on this world then it will seem like everything to them. 

They will argue, fight, love and hate for it. Just like the person in the 

example mentioned earlier who only focuses on the cup of murky water. 



 

  

This correct perception is only achieved through gaining and acting on 

Islamic knowledge found within the Holy Quran and the traditions of the 

Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him.  Chapter 

41 Fussilat, verse 53: 

 

 

“We will show them Our signs in the horizons and within themselves until 

it becomes clear to them that it is the truth…” 
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