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Introduction 
 

 

The following short book discusses a long Hadith of the Holy Prophet 

Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, which describes many 

Noble Traits and their Benefits. This Hadith has been recorded in Imam 

Tirmidhi’s, Nawadir, 3/236, Tarikh Al Dimishque, 34/406-407 and Umdat 

Al Alqari, 11/181 & 22/92.   

 

 

Implementing the lessons discussed will aid a Muslim to Achieve Noble 

Character. According to the Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 

2003, the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, 

has advised that the heaviest thing in the Scales of Judgment Day will 

be Noble Character. It is one of qualities of the Holy Prophet 

Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, which Allah, the Exalted, 

complimented in Chapter 68 Al Qalam, Verse 4 of the Holy Quran: 

 

 

“And indeed, you are of a great moral character.” 

 

 

Therefore, it is a duty on all Muslims to gain and act on the teachings of 

the Holy Quran and the traditions of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, 

peace and blessings be upon him, in order to Achieve Noble Character. 

 



Noble Traits & their Benefits 
 

 

The Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, 

said “I saw something amazing last night (in a dream), I saw a man 

from my nation when the Angel of death came to take his soul. The 

righteousness he did towards his parents came and repelled (the 

punishment of) the Angel of death…” 

 

 

Being kind to parents is widely known characteristic amongst muslims 

yet unfortunately many fail to fulfil this important duty. Allah, the Exalted, 

has placed being kind to parents next to solely worshipping Him in many 

places of the Holy Quran such as, chapter 17 Al Isra, verse 23: 

 

 

“And your Lord has decreed that you worship not except Him, and to 

parents, good treatment. Whether one or both of them reach old age 

[while] with you, say not to them [so much as], "uff,"1 and do not repel 

them but speak to them a noble word.” 

 

 

In fact this same verse prohibits muslims to even utter a single word out 

of annoyance towards their parents. In another place of the Holy Quran 

Allah, the Exalted, has combined being grateful to Him with being 

grateful to parents. Chapter 31 Luqman, verse 14: 

 

 

“…Be grateful to Me and to your parents…” 



   

 

Even though, there are countless Hadiths commanding treating parents 

kindly a single Hadith found in Sunan Ibn Majah, number 3662, is 

enough to understand its importance. The Holy Prophet Muhammad, 

peace and blessings be upon him, answered someone who questioned 

what the rights of one's parents are by declaring that they are a child's 

Paradise or Hell. Meaning, if one treats their parents kindly for the sake 

of Allah, the Exalted, they may well be admitted into Paradise because 

of it. But those who mistreat their parents may well be hurled into Hell 

because of it.  

 

 

Even though, being obedient to parents, as long as it does not involve 

the disobedience of Allah, the Exalted, is very difficult, especially, in this 

day and age muslims should try to remain patient and not argue with 

their parents. If a muslim disagrees with them they can and should still 

maintain respect for them at all times. 

 

 

 

 

 



The Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, 

said “I saw something amazing last night (in a dream), I saw a man 

from my nation when the Angel of death came to take his soul. The 

righteousness he did towards his parents came and repelled (the 

punishment of) the Angel of death…” 

 

 

In a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 2612, the Holy Prophet 

Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, advised that the one 

who possesses complete faith is the one who is best in conduct and 

most kind to their family.  

 

 

Unfortunately, some have adopted the bad habit of treating non-relatives 

in a kind manner while mistreating their own family. They behave in this 

manner as they do not understand the importance of treating one's own 

family kindly and as they fail to appreciate their family. A muslim will 

never achieve success until they fulfill both aspects of faith. The first is 

fulfilling their duties towards Allah, the Exalted, by fulfilling His 

commands, refraining from His prohibitions and by facing destiny with 

patience according to the traditions of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, 

peace and blessings be upon him. The second is to fulfill the rights of 

people which includes treating them kindly. None have more right to this 

kind treatment than one’s own family. A muslim must aid their family in 

all matters which are good and warn them against bad things and 

practices in a gentle way according to the teachings of Islam. They 

should not blindly support them in bad things simply because they are 

their relatives neither should they fail to help them in good matters 

because of some ill feelings towards them as this contradicts Islamic 

teachings. Chapter 5 Al Ma’idah, verse 2: 

 

 



“…And cooperate in righteousness and piety, but do not cooperate in sin 

and aggression…” 

 

 

The best way to guide others is through a practical example as this is 

the tradition of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be 

upon him, and is much more effective than just verbal guidance.  

 

 

Finally, one should generally choose gentleness in all matters especially, 

when dealing with their family. Even if their commit sins they should be 

warned in a gentle manner and still be aided in matters which are good 

as this kindness is more effective in bringing them back to the obedience 

of Allah, the Exalted, than treating them harshly. 

 

 



The Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, 

said “…I saw a man from my nation for whom the punishment of 

the grave was laid before him. His ablution came to him and saved 

him from it…” 

 

 

The one who establishes their prayers is the one who will be regular in 

performing ablution correctly. 

 

 

In a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 2618, the Holy Prophet 

Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, warned that the 

difference between belief and disbelief is abandoning the obligatory 

prayers. 

 

 

In this day and age this has become far too common. Many give up their 

obligatory prayers for trivial reasons all of which are undoubtedly 

rejected. If the obligation of the prayer has not been removed for the one 

who is engaging in battle how can it be removed from anyone else? 

Chapter 4 An Nisa, verse 102: 

 

 

“And when you [i.e., the commander of an army] are among them and 

lead them in prayer, let a group of them stand [in prayer] with you and let 

them carry their arms. And when they have prostrated, let them be [in 

position] behind you and have the other group come forward which has 

not [yet] prayed and let them pray with you, taking precaution and 

carrying their arms…” 

 



 

Neither is the traveller or the sick exempt from offering their obligatory 

prayers. The traveller has been advised to reduce the amount of cycles 

in some of the obligatory prayers in order to reduce the burden for them 

but they have not been exempt from offering them. Chapter 4 An Nisa, 

verse 101: 

 

 

“And when you travel throughout the land, there is no blame upon you 

for shortening the prayer…” 

 

 

The sick have been advised to perform dry ablution if contact with water 

will harm them. Chapter 5 Al Ma’idah, verse 6: 

 

 

“…But if you are ill or on a journey or one of you comes from the place of 

relieving himself or you have contacted women and do not find water, 

then seek clean earth and wipe over your faces and hands with it…” 

 

 

In addition, the sick can perform the obligatory prayer in a way which is 

easier for them. Meaning, if they cannot stand they are allowed to sit and 

if they cannot sit they can lay down and offer the obligatory prayer. This 

is confirmed in a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 372. But 

again, no complete exemption is granted to the sick unless one is 

mentally ill which prevents them from comprehending the obligation of 

the prayer. 

 



  

The other major issue is that some muslims delay their obligatory 

prayers and offer them beyond their correct times. This clearly 

contradicts the Holy Quran as the believers have been described as 

those who offer their obligatory prayers on time. Chapter 4 An Nisa, 

verse 103: 

 

 

“…Indeed, prayer has been decreed upon the believers a decree of 

specified times.” 

 

 

Many believe that the following verse of the Holy Quran refers to those 

who unnecessarily delay their obligatory prayers. This has been 

discussed in Tafseer Ibn Kathir, volume 10, pages 603-604. Chapter 107 

Al Ma’un, verses 4-5: 

 

 

“So woe to those who pray. [But] who are heedless of their prayer.”  

 

 

Here Allah, the Exalted, has clearly cursed those who have adopted this 

evil trait. How can one find success in this world or the next if they have 

been removed from the mercy of Allah, the Exalted? 

 

 

The Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, 

declared in a Hadith found in Sunan An Nasai, number 512, that 

delaying one's obligatory prayers unnecessarily is a sign of hypocrisy. 



The Holy Quran has made it clear that one of the main reasons people 

will enter Hell is failing to establish the obligatory prayers. Chapter 74 Al 

Muddaththir, verses 42-43: 

 

 

“[And asking them], "What put you into Saqar?" They will say, "We were 

not of those who prayed.” 

 

 

Abandoning the obligatory prayers is such a serious sin that the Holy 

Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, declared in a 

Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 2621, that whoever commits 

this sin has disbelieved in Islam.  

 

 

In addition, no other good deed will benefit a muslim until their obligatory 

prayers are not established. A Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari, number 

553, clearly warns that one's good deeds are destroyed if they miss the 

afternoon obligatory prayer. If this is the case for abandoning one 

obligatory prayer can one imagine the penalty of abandoning them all?  

 

 

Observing the obligatory prayers at their correct times has been advised 

to be one of the most beloved deeds to Allah, the Exalted, in a Hadith 

found in Sahih Muslim, number 252. From this one can determine that 

delaying the obligatory prayers beyond their time or completely missing 

them is one of the most hated deeds by Allah, the Exalted.  

 

 



It is an important duty for all elders to encourage the children under their 

care to offer the obligatory prayers from a young age so that they 

establish them before it becomes legally binding on them. Those adults 

that delay this and wait until children are older have failed in this 

extremely important duty. The children who were only encouraged to 

offer the obligatory prayers when it became obligatory on them very 

rarely established them quickly. In most cases, it takes years for them to 

fulfil this important duty correctly. And the blame falls on the elders of the 

family especially, the parents. This is why the Holy Prophet Muhammad, 

peace and blessings be upon him, has advised in a Hadith found in 

Sunan Abu Dawud, number 495, that families most encourage their 

children to offer the obligatory prayers when they turn seven years old.  

 

 

Another major issue many muslims face is that they may offer the 

obligatory prayers but fail to do so correctly. For example, many do not 

complete the stages of the prayer correctly and instead rush through it. 

In fact, a Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari, number 757, clearly warns that 

the one who prays like this has not prayed at all. Meaning, they are not 

recorded as a person who offered their prayer and therefore their 

obligation has not been fulfilled. A Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, 

number 265, clearly warns that the prayer of the one who does not settle 

in each position of the prayer is not accepted. 

 

 

The Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, 

described the one who does not bow or prostrate correctly in the prayer 

as the worse thief. This has been warned in a Hadith found in Muwatta 

Malik, Book number 9, Hadith number 75. Unfortunately, many muslims 

who have spent decades offering their obligatory and many voluntary 

prayers like this will find that none of them have counted and thus they 

will be treated as one who did not fulfil their obligation. This is confirmed 

in a Hadith found in Sunan An Nasai, number 1313. 

 



 

The Holy Quran indicates the importance of offering the obligatory 

prayers with congregation usually at a Mosque. Chapter 2 Al Baqarah, 

verse 43: 

 

 

“…and bow with those who bow [in worship and obedience].” 

 

 

In fact, due to this verse and Hadiths of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, 

peace and blessings be upon him, some reliable scholars have declared 

this obligatory on muslim men. For example, one Hadith found in Sunan 

Abu Dawud, number 550, clearly warns that the muslims who would not 

offer their obligatory prayers with congregation at the Mosque were 

considered hypocrites by the Companions, may Allah be pleased with 

them. In fact, the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be 

upon him, even threatened to burn the houses of the men who failed to 

perform their obligatory prayers at the Mosque with congregation without 

a valid excuse. This is confirmed in a Hadith found in Sahih Muslim, 

number 1482. Those muslims who are in a position to perform this 

important deed should do so. They should not fool themselves into 

claiming they are performing other righteous deeds such as helping their 

family with house chores. Even though, this is a tradition of the Holy 

Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, according to a 

Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari, number 676, but it is important not to 

rearrange the importance of his traditions according to one's desires. 

Whoever does this is not following his traditions they are only following 

their own desires even if they are performing a righteous deed. In fact, 

this same Hadith concludes by advising that when it was time for the 

obligatory prayer the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be 

upon him, would leave for the Mosque. 



The Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, 

said “…I saw a man from my nation for whom the punishment of 

the grave was laid before him. His ablution came to him and saved 

him from it…” 

 

 

The one who establishes their prayers is the one who will be regular in 

performing ablution correctly. 

 

 

In a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 2460, the Holy Prophet 

Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, advised that a grave is 

either a garden of Paradise or a pit of Hell. This Hadith further explains 

that when a successful believer is placed in their grave it widens and 

becomes comfortable for them whereas, the grave of a sinful person 

becomes extremely constricted and harmful for them.  

 

 

It is important to note, that in reality each person takes the garden of 

Paradise or pit of Hell with them when they depart this world namely, 

their deeds. If a muslim obeys Allah, the Exalted, by fulfilling His 

commands, refraining from His prohibitions and faces destiny with 

patience according to the traditions of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, 

peace and blessings be upon him, then it will ensure they prepare the 

deeds required to make their grave a garden of Paradise. But if they 

disobey Allah, the Exalted, then their sins will create the pit of Hell they 

will rest in until the Day of Judgment.  

 

 

Therefore, muslims must act today and not delay in this preparation as 

the time of death is unknown and often comes suddenly. Delaying to a 



tomorrow one may not see is foolish and it only leads to regrets. The 

same way a person spends much energy and time beautifying their 

home in this world they must strive harder in beautifying their grave as 

the journey there is inevitable and the stay there long. And if one suffers 

in their grave then what follows will only be worse. This has been 

warned in a Hadith found in Sunan Ibn Majah, number 4267. 

 

 

 



The Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, 

said “…I saw a man from my nation who was surrounded by devils, 

and the remembrance of Allah, the Exalted, came to him and 

caused the devils to flee from him…” 

 

 

This is connected to chapter 7 Al A’raf, verse 201: 

 

 

“Indeed, those who fear Allāh - when an impulse touches them from 

Satan, they remember [Him] and at once they have insight.” 

 

 

In a Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari, number 6407, the Holy Prophet 

Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, advised that the 

difference between the person who remembers Allah, the Exalted, and 

the one who does not is like a living person compared to a dead person.  

 

 

It is important for muslims who desire to create a strong connection with 

Allah, the Exalted, so that they can overcome all difficulties in this world 

and in the hereafter successfully to remember Allah, the Exalted, as 

much as possible. Put simply, the more they remember Him the more 

they will achieve this vital goal. 

 

  

This is achieved by practically acting on the three levels of the 

remembrance of Allah, the Exalted. The first level is to remember Allah, 

the Exalted, internally and silently. This includes correcting one's 



intention so that they only act in order to please Allah, the Exalted. The 

second is by remembering Allah, the Exalted, through one’s tongue. But 

the highest and most effective way of strengthening one's bond with 

Allah, the Exalted, is practically remembering Him with one's limbs. This 

is achieved by fulfilling His commands, refraining from His prohibitions 

and by facing destiny with patience according to the traditions of the 

Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him. This 

requires one to gain and act on Islamic knowledge which in turn is the 

root of all good and success in both worlds.  

 

 

Those who remain on the first two levels will receive reward depending 

on their intention but they are unlikely to increase the strength of their 

faith and piety unless they move to the third and highest level of the 

remembrance of Allah, the Exalted.  

 

 

 

 

 



The Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, 

said “…I saw a man from my nation surrounded by the Angels of 

punishment and his prayer saved him…” 

 

 

In a Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari, number 574, the Holy Prophet 

Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, advised that whoever 

establishes the two cool obligatory prayers will enter Paradise.  

 

 

The two cool obligatory prayers refer to the dawn and late afternoon 

obligatory prayers as during these two times the weather is cooler than 

at other times meaning, before sunrise and before sunset. 

 

 

Establishing the obligatory prayers includes fulfilling all their conditions 

and etiquettes correctly according to the traditions of the Holy Prophet 

Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, such as offering them 

on time. In fact, offering them as soon as they occur is one of the most 

beloved deeds to Allah, the Exalted. This has been advised in a Hadith 

found in Sahih Muslim, number 252. 

 

  

Even though, there are five obligatory prayers which must be 

established yet, only two have been mentioned in the main Hadith under 

discussion. This is because these two prayers are arguably the two 

hardest to establish. The obligatory dawn prayer occurs at a time when 

most people are asleep. Therefore, it requires much energy and 

motivation in order to leave one's comfortable bed in order to offer it 

correctly. The obligatory late afternoon prayer mostly occurs at a time 

where most people have completed their working day and have returned 



home tired. So to leave one’s relaxation after a tiring and even stressful 

day of work in order to correctly offer their obligatory prayer is difficult. 

Therefore, if one correctly establishes these two prayers they will 

through the mercy of Allah, the Exalted, find it easier to establish the 

other obligatory prayers, which usually occur at more convenient times. 

 

  

Muslims should therefore strive to establish all their obligatory prayers 

as it is the very essence of Islam and it in fact separates belief from 

disbelief. This has been confirmed in a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, 

number 2618. 

 

 

 

 

 



The Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, 

said “…I saw a man from my nation surrounded by the Angels of 

punishment and his prayer saved him…” 

 

 

In a Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari, number 528, the Holy Prophet 

Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, advised that the five 

obligatory prayers erase one's sins just like taking a bath five times a 

day would clean the body of dirt. 

 

 

The first thing to note is that this Hadith refers to minor sins only as 

major sins require sincere repentance.  

 

 

In addition, it is important for muslims to not only purify their outer beings 

of minor sins by establishing the five obligatory prayers but also fulfill the 

other aspect of purification namely, inner purification. This is indicated by 

the fact that the five obligatory prayers were spread across the day 

instead of being put together. Meaning, a muslim should repeatedly 

inwardly turn to Allah, the Exalted, throughout the day just like their body 

turns to Allah, the Exalted, five times a day through the obligatory 

prayers. This inner purification involves correcting one's intention so that 

they are only perform actions in order to please Allah, the Exalted. This 

is the foundation of Islam and is what Allah, the Exalted, assesses when 

judging an action. This has been confirmed in a Hadith found in Sahih 

Bukhari, number 1. Those who act for the sake of other people will be 

told to gain their reward from them on Judgment Day which will not be 

possible. This has been warned in a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, 

number 3154.  

 



 

Finally, this inner purification includes learning and acting on the 

teachings of Islam so that one removes the bad characteristics they 

possess, such as envy and instead adopt good characteristics, such as 

patience. The outer purification is important but if a muslim desires to 

achieve success and overcome all difficulties in both worlds they must 

purify their inner being as well as their outer being. 

 
 
 



The Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, 

said “…I saw a man from my nation thirsty each time he would try 

to come near the lake (the celestial pool) he would be prevented 

and pushed back from it. His fasting during (the month of) 

Ramadan came to him and gave him water and quenched his 

thirst…” 

 

 

In a Divine Hadith found in Sunan An Nasai, number 2219, the Holy 

Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, advised that all 

righteous deeds people perform are for themselves except for fasting as 

this is for Allah, the Exalted, and He shall reward it directly.  

 

 

This Hadith indicates the uniqueness of fasting. One of the reasons it is 

described in this manner is because all other righteous deeds are visible 

to people, such as the prayer, or they are between people, such as 

secret charity. Whereas, fasting is a unique righteous deed as others 

cannot know someone is fasting by only observing them.  

 

 

In addition, fasting is a righteous deed which puts a lock on every aspect 

of oneself. Meaning, a person who fasts correctly will be prevented from 

committing verbal and physical sins, such as looking at and hearing 

unlawful things. This is also achieved through the prayer but the prayer 

is only performed for a short time and is visible to others whereas, 

fasting occurs throughout the day and is invisible to others.  Chapter 29 

Al Ankabut, verse 45: 

 

 

“…Indeed, prayer prohibits immorality and wrongdoing…” 



 

 

It is clear from the following verse a person who does not complete the 

obligatory fasts without a valid reason will not be a true believer as the 

two have been directly connected. Chapter 2 Al Baqarah, verse 183: 

 

 

“O you who have believed, decreed upon you is fasting as it was 

decreed upon those before you that you may become righteous” 

 

 

In fact, the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, 

has warned in a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 723, that if a 

muslim does not complete a single obligatory fast without a valid reason 

they cannot make up for the reward and blessings lost even if they 

fasted every day for their entire life.  

 

 

In addition, as indicated by the verse quoted earlier fasting correctly 

leads to piety. Meaning, simply starving during the day does not lead to 

piety but paying extra attention to abstaining from sins and performing 

righteous deeds during the fast will lead to piety. It is why a Hadith found 

in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 707, warns that a fast will not be significant 

if one does not abstain from speaking and acting on falsehood. A similar 

Hadith found in Sunan Ibn Majah, number 1690, warns that some fasting 

people obtain nothing except hunger. When one becomes more aware 

and careful in obeying Allah, the Exalted, while they are fasting this habit 

will eventually affect them so they behave in a similar way even when 

they are not fasting. This is in fact true piety.  

 



 

The righteousness mentioned in the verse quoted earlier is connected to 

fasting as fasting reduces one's evil desires and passions. It prevents 

pride and the encouragement of sins. This is because fasting hinders the 

appetite of the stomach and one's carnal desires. These two things lead 

to many sins. In addition, the desire for these two things is greater than 

the desire for other unlawful things. So whoever controls them through 

fasting will find it easier to control the weaker evil desires. This leads to 

true righteousness.  

 

 

As briefly indicated earlier there are different levels of fasting. The first 

and lowest level of fasting is when one abstains from the things which 

will break their fast, such as food. The next level is abstaining from sins 

which damages one’s fast thereby reducing the reward of their fast, such 

as lying. This has been indicated in a Hadith found in Sunan An Nasai, 

number 2235. Fasting which involves each member of the body is the 

next level. This is when each body part fasts from sins for example, the 

eyes from looking at the unlawful, the ears from listening to the unlawful 

and so on. The next level is when one behaves in this manner even 

when they are not fasting. Finally, the highest level of fasting is 

abstaining from all things which are not connected to Allah, the Exalted.  

 

 

A muslim should also fast inwardly as their body fasts outwardly by 

abstaining from sinful or vain thoughts. They should fast from persisting 

on their own plans in respect to their desires and try to concentrate on 

fulfilling their duties and responsibilities. In addition, they should fast 

from inwardly challenging the decree of Allah, the Exalted, and instead 

except destiny and whatever it brings knowing Allah, the Exalted, only 

chooses the best for His servants even if they do not understand the 

wisdom behind these choices. Chapter 2 Al Baqarah, verse 216: 

 



 

“…But perhaps you hate a thing and it is good for you; and perhaps you 

love a thing and it is bad for you. And Allah knows, while you know not.” 

 

 

Finally, a muslim should aim for the highest reward by keeping their fast 

a secret and not informing others if it is avoidable as informing others 

unnecessarily leads to a loss of reward as it is an aspect of showing off.  

 

 
 

 

 

 



The Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, 

said “…I saw a man from my nation come and the Holy Prophets, 

peace be upon them, were sitting down in circles. Each time he 

approached he was pushed back and then his bathing for ritual 

impurity came to him and took him by the hand and seated him 

down right next to me…” 

 

 

Generally speaking, as this is an obligatory duty, this Hadith indicates 

the importance of establishing the obligatory duties correctly. 

 

 

In a divine Hadith of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings 

be upon him, found in Sahih Bukhari, number 6502, Allah, the Exalted, 

declares that a muslim can only draw close to Him through fulfilling their 

obligatory duties. And they can achieve the love of Allah, the Exalted, 

through voluntary righteous deeds.  

 

 

This description splits the servants of Allah, the Exalted, into two 

categories. The first group draws near to Allah, the Exalted, by fulfilling 

their obligatory duties in respect to Allah, the Exalted, such as the 

obligatory prayer, and in respect to people, such as the obligatory 

charity. This can be summed up by fulfilling the commands of Allah, the 

Exalted, refraining from His prohibitions and being patient with destiny.  

 

 

The second category of those who are brought near to Allah, the 

Exalted, are superior to the first group as they not only fulfil their 

obligatory duties but strive in voluntary righteous deeds. This clearly 

shows that this is the only path to the proximity of Allah, the Exalted. 



Whoever takes a path other than this will not achieve this vital goal. This 

completely rejects the concept of obtaining sainthood without striving in 

obedience to Allah, the Exalted. The person who claims this is simply a 

liar. The Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, 

has confirmed in a Hadith found in Sahih Muslim, number 4094, that 

when the spiritual heart is pure the rest of the body becomes pure. This 

leads to righteous deeds. So if a person does not perform righteous 

deeds, such as their obligatory duties, then their body is impure which 

means their spiritual heart is impure as well. This person can never 

reach the proximity of Allah, the Exalted.  

 

 

It is important to note, the greatest voluntary righteous deeds one can 

perform are those based on the traditions of the Holy Prophet 

Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him. Anyone who chooses to 

perform voluntary righteous deeds not based on his traditions has been 

fooled by the Devil as no path will take one close to Allah, the Exalted, 

except the path and actions of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and 

blessings be upon him. Chapter 3 Alee Imran, verse 31: 

 

 

“Say, [O Muhammad], "If you should love Allah, then follow me, [so] 

Allah will love you and forgive you your sins….” 

 

 

The pious muslims who belong in the second higher group are also 

those who avoid unnecessary things of this material world. This attitude 

aids them in focusing their efforts on performing voluntary righteous 

deeds. It is this group who have perfected their faith by loving, hating, 

giving and withholding all for the sake of Allah, the Exalted. This has 

been advised in a Hadith found in Sunan Abu Dawud, number 4681.  



The Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, 

said “…I saw a man from my nation surrounded by darkness, 

behind him was darkness, on his right was darkness, on his left 

was darkness and from above was darkness and he was really 

confused in darkness. Then his Holy Pilgrimage came to him and it 

took him out of darkness and brought him into the light…” 

 

 

In a Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari, number 1773, the Holy Prophet 

Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, advised that the reward 

for an accepted Holy Pilgrimage is nothing except Paradise.  

 

 

The real purpose of the Holy Pilgrimage is to prepare muslims for their 

final journey to the hereafter. The same way a muslim leaves behind 

their home, business, wealth, family, friends and social status in order to 

perform the Holy Pilgrimage this will occur at the time of their death 

when they take their final journey to the hereafter. In fact, a Hadith found 

in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 2379, advises that a person's family and 

wealth abandons them at their grave and only their deeds, good and 

bad, accompany them.  

 

 

When a muslim bears this in mind during their Holy Pilgrimage they will 

fulfil all the aspects of this duty correctly. This muslim will return back 

home a changed person as they will prioritise preparing for their final 

journey to the hereafter over amassing the excess aspects of this 

material world. They will strive in fulfilling the commands of Allah, the 

Exalted, refraining from His prohibitions and facing destiny with patience 

according to the traditions of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and 

blessings be upon him, which includes taking from this world in order to 



fulfill their needs and the needs of their dependents without waste, 

excessiveness or extravagance. 

 

  

Muslims should not treat the Holy Pilgrimage as a holiday and a place to 

shop as this attitude defeats the purpose of it. It must remind muslims of 

their final journey to the hereafter a journey which has no return and no 

second chances. Only this will inspire one to fulfil the Holy Pilgrimage 

correctly and prepare adequately for the hereafter.  

 
 
 

 

 



The Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, 

said “…I saw a man from my nation trying to save himself from the 

glare and sparks of the fire (of Hell) with his bare hands. His charity 

came to him and shielded him from the fire and provided shade for 

his head…” 

 

 

In a Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari, number 1417, the Holy Prophet 

Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, advised that a muslim 

should save themself from Hell even by giving half a date fruit in charity.  

 

 

This Hadith like many other teachings of Islam indicates the importance 

of quality over quantity. The Devil often puts off muslims from performing 

righteous deeds by making them believe the deed is too small and 

therefore insignificant to Allah, the Exalted. It is important for a muslim 

not to fall for this trap and instead strive to perform all righteous deeds, 

big or small, as Allah, the Exalted, undoubtedly observes one's quality 

and judges people based on this. An aspect of this quality is one's 

intention meaning, are they doing it purely for the sake of Allah, the 

Exalted, or for some other reason such as showing off. A muslim should 

firstly concentrate on correcting the quality of their deed such as 

possessing a good intention and ensure that the source of the good 

deed, such as giving charity, is from a lawful source as any deed which 

has a foundation in the unlawful will not be accepted. This has been 

warned in a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 661. Next, a 

muslim should perform all voluntary righteous deeds according to their 

means and strength. The Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and 

blessings be upon him, has made it clear in a Hadith found in Sahih 

Bukhari, number 6465, that the most beloved deeds to Allah, the 

Exalted, are the regular ones even if they are considered small.  

 

 



In addition, regularly performing good deeds is more likely to change a 

muslim for the better than doing a big deed once in a blue moon. In 

respect to voluntary charity, a muslim should donate regularly according 

to their means even if it is a single pound and firmly believe Allah, the 

Exalted, will turn this into a mountain of reward on Judgment Day. This 

in fact has been promised in a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 

662.  

 

 

To conclude, a muslim should concentrate on quality over quantity and 

perform deeds regularly according to their means.   

 

 



The Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, 

said “…I saw a man from my nation trying to save himself from the 

glare and sparks of the fire (of Hell) with his bare hands. His charity 

came to him and shielded him from the fire and provided shade for 

his head…” 

 

 

In a Hadith found in Imam Munzari's, Awareness and Apprehension, 

number 603, the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be 

upon him, advised that everyone will stand under the shade of their 

charity on Judgment Day. 

 

  

It is important to bear in mind this is an extremely vital blessing to obtain 

as on Judgment Day the Sun will be brought within two miles of the 

creation. This has been warned in a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, 

number 2421. People struggle to handle the heat of a summer's day how 

will they possibly handle the heat of Judgment Day without shade?  

 

 

A muslim should therefore strive to give regular charity irrespective of its 

quantity as Allah, the Exalted, does not observe quantity He judges 

actions based on quality meaning, one's sincerity. This is confirmed in a 

Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari, number 1.  

 

 

In addition, a Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari, number 6465, advises that 

the most beloved deeds to Allah, the Exalted, are the regular ones even 

if they are small.  In fact, Allah, the Exalted, has made it clear that He 

will reward actions even if they are the size of an atom. Chapter 99 Az 

Zalzalah, verse 7: 



 

 

“So whoever does an atom's weight of good will see it” 

 

 

Therefore, this leaves muslims with no excuse in failing to regularly 

donate charity for the pleasure of Allah, the Exalted, hoping to gain a 

strong shade which protects them from the severe heat of a Great Day. 

 



The Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, 

said “…I saw a man from my nation trying to save himself from the 

glare and sparks of the fire (of Hell) with his bare hands. His charity 

came to him and shielded him from the fire and provided shade for 

his head…” 

 

 

In a long Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari, number 6806, the Holy Prophet 

Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, mentioned seven 

groups of people who will be granted shade on the Day of Judgment by 

Allah, the Exalted.  

 

 

This shade will protect them from the horrors of the Day of Judgment 

which includes the unbearable heat caused by the Sun being brought 

within two miles of the creation. This has been warned in a Hadith found 

in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 2421.  

 

 

One of these groups includes a person who donates secret charity. Even 

though donating charity publically can invite and encourage others to do 

the same, which increases one's reward depending on how many people 

follow their behaviour which is confirmed in a Hadith found in Sahih 

Muslim, number 2351, yet, donating charity in secret avoids the 

dangerous sin of showing off, which destroys one's deed. When a 

muslim donates in secret it indicates their sincerity to only please Allah, 

the Exalted. 

 

 

It is important to note, this Hadith did not set a limit of how much charity 

must be donated. So a muslim has no excuse if they fail to act on this 



advice as Allah, the Exalted, observes the quality of a deed meaning, a 

person’s sincerity, not quantity. This has been confirmed in a Hadith 

found in Sahih Bukhari, number 1.  

 

 

In addition, charity in Islam is not only restricted to donating wealth. In 

fact, it encompasses all good deeds, such as commanding good and 

forbidding evil. This has been advised in a Hadith found in Sahih Muslim, 

number 1671. As long as one of these righteous deeds is done in secret 

without the person mentioning it to others it is hoped they will fulfil this 

Hadith and be granted shade on Judgment Day. 

 

 



The Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, 

said “…I saw a man from my nation speaking to the believers but 

they would not respond, ignoring him, so the action of keeping the 

ties of kinship came and said: “O assembly of believers, indeed he 

was a person who kept the ties of kinship, so talk to him.” So the 

believers spoke to him and shook his hands and he shook theirs…” 

 

 

Upholding the ties of kinship is a vital aspect of Islam which cannot be 

abandoned if one desires success in both worlds. A true sign of one’s 

faith is not spending all day worshipping Allah, the Exalted, in a Mosque 

but it is to fulfill the rights of Allah, the Exalted, and to fulfill the rights of 

the creation. One of the most important rights of the creation is to uphold 

the ties of kinship. One can feign piety by dressing Islamically but they 

cannot deceive Allah, the Exalted. When one turns the pages of history 

they will always observe that the pious servants of Allah, the Exalted, 

maintained their ties of kinship. Even when their relative’s mistreated 

them they still responded with kindness. Chapter 41 Fussilat, verse 34: 

 

 

“And not equal are the good deed and the bad. Repel [evil] by that 

[deed] which is better; and thereupon, the one whom between you and 

him is enmity [will become] as though he was a devoted friend.” 

 

 

In a Hadith found in Sahih Muslim, number 6525, the Holy Prophet 

Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, advised that Allah, the 

Exalted, will always aid the one who strives to maintain their ties of 

kinship even if their relatives make things difficult for them. 

 

 



Replying good with good is not special whereas, replying good to evil is 

the sign of a sincere believer. The former behavior is even seen in 

animals. In most cases, when one treats an animal kindly it will in turn 

show affection back. It is confirmed in a Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari, 

number 5991, that the one who truly upholds the bonds of kinship is the 

one who maintains ties even when their relatives sever them. The Holy 

Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, was constantly 

terrorized by most of his relatives but he always showed kindness 

towards them. 

 

 

It is commonly known that one cannot achieve success without the 

closeness of Allah, the Exalted. But in a Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari, 

number 5987, Allah, the Exalted, has clearly declared that He will sever 

bonds with the one who cuts their ties of kinship over worldly reasons. 

Bear in mind, this is true irrespective of how much one struggles to fulfill 

the rights of Allah, the Exalted, in the form of worship such as, the 

obligatory prayers. If Allah, the Exalted, cuts ties with a muslim how can 

they achieve His closeness and eternal success?  

 

 

In addition, in most cases Allah, the Exalted, delays the punishment of 

sins in order to give people the opportunity to repent. But breaking the 

ties of kinship over worldly reasons is punished swiftly. This has been 

confirmed in a Hadith found in Sunan Ibn Majah, number 4212. 

 

 

Unfortunately, severing ties is commonly seen in the world today. People 

easily sever ties of kinship over petty worldly reasons. They fail to 

recognize that any loss which occurs in the material world is temporary 

but if they are disconnected from Allah, the Exalted, they will face 

prolonged suffering in both worlds. 



 

  

A reason for breaking the ties of kinship which is commonly seen within 

the Islamic community is when one reaches a higher social status 

through their occupation. This inspires them to discard their relatives as 

they believe they are not worthy of interacting with them anymore. Their 

love for their wealth and social status pushes them to the doors of 

paranoia which convinces them that their relatives only wish to take their 

wealth from them. 

 

 

The Holy Quran indicates that these bonds will be questioned about on 

the Day of Judgment. Chapter 4 An Nisa, verse 1: 

 

 

“…And fear Allah, through whom you ask one another, and the wombs. 

Indeed Allah is ever over you, an Observer.” 

 

 

This verse also clearly indicates that one cannot obtain piety without 

upholding the ties of kinship. So those who believe they can achieve it 

through excess worship and fasting are proven wrong and must 

therefore change their behaviour.  

 

 

Islam teaches muslims to uphold all ties of kinship by aiding their 

relatives in matters which are good whenever and wherever possible. 

They have been ordered to adopt a constructive mindset which unites 

relatives for the benefit of society rather than a destructive mentality 

which only causes divisions within families. According to a Hadith found 



in Sunan Abu Dawud, number 4919, creating divisions amongst people 

leads to one's destruction.  

 

 

Those who sever their ties of kinship have been cursed in the Holy 

Quran. Chapter 47 Muhammad, verses 22-23: 

 

 

“So would you perhaps, if you turned away, cause corruption on earth 

and sever your [ties of] relationship? Those [who do so] are the ones 

that Allah has cursed…” 

 

 

How can one achieve their lawful desires in this world or in the next 

when they are encompassed with the curse of Allah, the Exalted, and 

deprived of His mercy? 

 

  

Islam does not order one to go beyond their means in supporting their 

relatives nor does it ask them to sacrifice the limits of Allah, the Exalted, 

for their relatives as there is no obedience to the creation if it means 

disobedience to the Creator. This is confirmed in a Hadith found in 

Sunan Abu Dawud, number 2625. Therefore, one should never join their 

relatives in acts of evil. In this case, a muslim should command their 

relatives to do good and gently forbid them from evil while maintaining 

respect for them. Chapter 5 Al Ma’idah, verse 2: 

 

 



“And cooperate in righteousness and piety, but do not cooperate in sin 

and aggression…” 

 

 

Countless benefits are obtained by the one who maintains the ties of 

kinship for the sake of Allah, the Exalted. For example, the Holy Prophet 

Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, advised that the one 

who maintains ties will be blessed with extra grace in their provision and 

in their life. This is confirmed in a Hadith found in Sunan Abu Dawud, 

number 1693. This means that their provision irrespective of how little it 

is will be enough for them and it will provide them with peace of mind 

and body. Grace in life means they will find time to fulfill all their religious 

and worldly duties. These are two blessings muslims spend their whole 

life and wealth trying to obtain but many fail to recognize that Allah, the 

Exalted, has placed both of them in maintaining ties of kinship. 

 

 

Maintaining ties of kinship is so important that the Holy Prophet 

Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, ordered muslims to fulfill 

this vital duty even with their non-muslim relatives. A Hadith advising this 

is found in Sahih Muslim, number 2324. 

 

 

One of the traps of the Devil is that he aims to create dissension 

between relatives and within society which leads to broken families and 

social divisions. His ultimate goal is to weaken Islam as a nation. 

Unfortunately, some have become infamous for harboring grudges 

which go on for decades and pass on from generation to generation. A 

person will treat a relative well for decades but over one mistake and 

argument the latter will vow never to speak to them again. The Holy 

Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, has warned in a 

Hadith found in Sahih Muslim, number 6526, that it is unlawful for a 



muslim to cut off ties from another muslim over a worldly issue for more 

than three days. If this is the command regarding severing ties with a 

non-relative can one imagine the seriousness of severing ties with 

relatives? This question has been answered in Sahih Bukhari, number 

5984. The Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, 

has declared that the one who severs ties with a relative over worldly 

reasons will not enter Paradise. 

 

 

One must reflect on the verses and Hadiths which discuss this important 

topic and realize that if after decades of sins Allah, the Exalted, does not 

close His doors or servers links with people why do people so easily turn 

their backs on their relatives over small worldly issues? This must 

change if one desires for their connection to Allah, the Exalted, to remain 

intact. 

 

 

 



The Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, 

said “…I saw a man from my nation who had been surrounded by 

the Angels of punishment. His enjoining the good and forbidding 

the evil saved him and placed him in front of the Angels of 

mercy…” 

 

 

In a Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari, number 2686, the Holy Prophet 

Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, warned that failing to 

fulfill the important duty of commanding good and forbidding evil can be 

understood with the example of a boat with two levels full of people. The 

people on the lower level keep disturbing the people on the upper level 

whenever they desire to access water. So they decide to drill a hole in 

the lower level so that they can access water directly. If the people on 

the upper level fail to stop them they will all surely drown. 

 

 

It is important for muslims to never give up commanding good and 

forbidding evil according to their knowledge in a gentle way. A muslim 

should never believe that as long as they obey Allah, the Exalted, other 

misguided people will not be able to affect them in a negative way. A 

good apple will eventually get affected when placed with rotten apples. 

Similarly, the muslim who fails to command others to do good will 

eventually be effected by their negative behavior whether it is subtle or 

apparent. Even if the wider society has become heedless one should 

never give up advising their dependents such as their family as not only 

will their negative behavior affect them more but this is a duty on all 

muslims according to a Hadith found in Sunan Abu Dawud, number 

2928. Even if a muslim is ignored by others they should discharge their 

duty by persistently advising them in a gentle way which is supported by 

strong evidence and knowledge. Only in this way will they be protected 

from their negative effects and pardoned on the Day of Judgment. But if 

they only care about themself and ignore the actions of others it is 



feared that the negative effects of others may well lead to their eventual 

misguidance.  

 

 



The Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, 

said “…I saw a man from my nation who had been surrounded by 

the Angels of punishment. His enjoining the good and forbidding 

the evil saved him and placed him in front of the Angels of 

mercy…” 

 

 

In a Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari, number 3267, the Holy Prophet 

Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, warned that the one 

who contradicts their own advice when commanding good and 

forbidding evil will be punished in Hell.  

 

 

Instead of following in the footsteps of the righteous predecessors by 

advising only for the sake of Allah, the Exalted, many people advise for 

other reasons, such as to gain popularity and worldly things. For 

example, some scholars often strive to be in the spotlight of gatherings 

and events and are not pleased with a seat which is to one side as they 

desire a central seat. When their intention became like this Allah, the 

Exalted, removed the positive effect of their advice and thus they now 

have little positive influence over their listeners. They should have 

shown a practical example instead of saying one thing and doing 

another. This caused their advice to become ineffective.  

 

 

Muslims should strive to always act on their own advice before 

commanding others to do so as behaving in this manner is hated by 

Allah, the Exalted. Chapter 61 As Saf, verse 3: 

 

 

“Greatly hateful in the sight of Allah is that you say what you do not do.” 



 

 

This does not mean one must become perfect before advising others as 

this is not possible. Instead, they should correct their intention and prove 

this through their actions by striving to act on their own advice before 

advising others. Only with this attitude will they avoid the punishment 

mentioned in this Hadith. The failure in acting on this principle has 

caused the advice of muslims to become ineffective even though the 

number of advisers has dramatically increased over the years.  

 

 

 



The Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, 

said “…I saw a man from my nation kneeling on his knees and 

between him and Allah, the Exalted, was a veil, so his good 

manners came to him and took him by the hand and brought him to 

Allah, the Exalted…” 

 

 

In a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 2003, the Holy Prophet 

Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, advised that the 

heaviest thing in the scales of Judgment Day will be good character. 

This includes showing good character towards Allah, the Exalted, by 

fulfilling His commands, refraining from His prohibitions and by facing 

destiny with patience. It also includes showing good character towards 

people. Unfortunately, many muslims strive to fulfil the obligatory duties 

in respect to Allah, the Exalted, but neglect the second aspect by 

mistreating others. They fail to understand its importance. A Hadith 

found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 2515, clearly advises that a person 

will not be a true believer until they love for others what they love for 

themself. Meaning, the same way a person desires to be treated kindly 

they must also treat others with good character otherwise they will not 

succeed as the only truly successful people are the believers.  

 

 

In addition, a person cannot be a true believer until they keep their 

verbal and physical harm away from others and their possessions 

irrespective of their faith. This has been confirmed in a Hadith found in 

Sunan An Nasai, number 4998.  

 

 

The Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, once 

warned in a Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari, number 3318, that a woman 

will enter Hell because she mistreated a cat which led to its death. And 



another Hadith found in Sunan Abu Dawud, number 2550, advises that a 

man was forgiven because he fed a thirsty dog. If this is the outcome of 

showing good character and the consequences of showing evil 

character to animals can one imagine the importance of showing good 

character towards Allah, the Exalted, and people? In fact, the main 

Hadith under discussion concludes by advising that the one who 

possesses good character will be rewarded like the muslim who 

persistently worships Allah, the Exalted, and regularly fasts.  

 

 



The Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, 

said “…I saw a man from my nation whose book of deeds had been 

placed in his left hand, so his fear of Allah, the Exalted, came and 

took his book of deeds and put it in his right hand…” 

 

 

Those who have their book of deeds given to them in their left hands will 

be from the people of the left and those who are given their book of 

deeds in their right hands will be from the people of the right. Chapter 56 

Al Waqi’ah, verses 27-34: 

 

 

“The companions of the right - what are the companions of the right? 

[They will be] among lote trees with thorns removed. And [banana] trees 

layered [with fruit]. And shade extended. And water poured out. And 

fruit, abundant [and varied]. Neither limited [to season] nor forbidden. 

And [upon] beds raised high.” 

 

 

And chapter 56 Al Waqi’ah, verses 41-44: 

 

 

“And the companions of the left - what are the companions of the left? 

[They will be] in scorching fire and scalding water. And a shade of black 

smoke. Neither cool nor beneficial.” 

 

 

Piety/Fearing Allah, the Exalted, cannot be achieved without gaining and 

acting on Islamic knowledge so that one can fulfill the commands of 



Allah, the Exalted, refrain from His prohibitions and face destiny with 

patience according to the traditions of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, 

peace and blessings be upon him. Chapter 35 Fatir, verse 28: 

 

 

“…Only those fear Allah, from among His servants, who have 

knowledge…” 

 

 

In a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 2451, the Holy Prophet 

Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon, advised that a muslim 

cannot become pious until they avoid something which is not harmful to 

their religion out of caution that it will lead to something which is harmful. 

Therefore, an aspect of piety is to avoid things which are doubtful not 

just unlawful. This is because doubtful things takes a muslim one step 

closer to the unlawful and the closer one is to the unlawful the easier it is 

to fall into it. It is why a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 1205, 

advises that the one who avoids unlawful and doubtful things will protect 

their religion and honor. If one observes those who have become 

misguided in society, in most cases, this occurred gradually not in one 

sudden step. Meaning, the person first indulged in doubtful things before 

falling into the unlawful. This is the reason why Islam stresses the need 

to avoid unnecessary and vain things in one's life as they can lead them 

to the unlawful. For example, vain and useless speech which is not 

classified sinful by Islam often leads to evil speech, such as backbiting, 

lying and slander. If a person avoids the first step by not indulging in vain 

speech they will undoubtedly avoid evil speech. This process can be 

applied to all things which are vain, unnecessary and especially, 

doubtful.  

 

 



The Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, 

said “…I saw a man from my nation on the edge of the Hellfire and 

his hope in Allah, the Exalted, came and rescued him from the 

fire…” 

 

 

In a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 2459, the Holy Prophet 

Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, described the difference 

between true hope in the mercy of Allah, the Exalted, and wishful 

thinking. True hope is when one controls their soul by avoiding the 

disobedience of Allah, the Exalted, and actively struggles for preparing 

for the hereafter. Whereas, the foolish wishful thinker follows their 

desires and then expects Allah, the Exalted, to forgive them and fulfill 

their wishes. 

 

  

It is important for muslims not to confuse these two attitudes so that they 

avoid living and dying as a wishful thinker as this person is highly 

unlikely to succeed in this world or the next. Wishful thinking is like a 

farmer who fails to prepare the land for planting, fails to plant seeds, fails 

to water the land and then expects to harvest a huge crop. This is plain 

foolishness and this farmer is highly unlikely to succeed. Whereas, true 

hope is like a farmer who prepares the land, plants seeds, waters the 

land and then hopes Allah, the Exalted, will bless them with a huge 

harvest. The key difference is that the one who possesses true hope will 

actively strive to obey Allah, the Exalted, by fulfilling His commands, 

refraining from His prohibitions and by facing destiny with patience 

according to the traditions of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and 

blessings be upon him. And whenever they slip up they sincerely repent. 

Whereas, the wishful thinker will not actively strive in obeying Allah, the 

Exalted, and instead follow their desires and still expect Allah, the 

Exalted, to forgive them and fulfill their wishes.  

 



 

Muslims must therefore learn the key difference so that they can 

abandon wishful thinking and instead adopt true hope in Allah, the 

Exalted, which always leads to nothing except good and success in both 

worlds. This has been indicated in a Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari, 

number 7405. 

 

 

A specific type of wishful thinking which affected the past nations and 

even the muslim nation is when a person believes that they can ignore 

the commands and prohibitions of Allah, the Exalted, and somehow 

someone on the Day of Judgement will intercede for them and save 

them from Hell. Even though the intercession of the Holy Prophet 

Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, is a fact and has been 

discussed in many Hadiths, such as the one found in Sunan Ibn Majah, 

number 4308, none the less even with his intercession some muslims 

whose punishment will be reduced by it will still enter Hell. Even a single 

moment in Hell is truly unbearable. So one should abandon wishful 

thinking and instead adopt true hope by practically striving in the 

obedience of Allah, the Exalted.  

 

 

The Devil convinces those who do not believe in Judgement Day that 

even if it occurs they will make peace with Allah, the Exalted, on that day 

by claiming that they were not so bad as they avoided major crimes such 

as murder. They have convinced themselves that their pleas will be 

accepted and they will be sent to Paradise even though they disbelieved 

in Allah, the Exalted, during their lives on Earth. This is incredibly foolish 

as Allah, the Exalted, will not treat the person who believed in Him and 

tried to obey him like the one who disbelieved in Him. A single verse has 

erased this type of wishful thinking. Chapter 3 Alee Imran, verse 85: 

 



 

“And whoever desires other than Islām as religion - never will it be 

accepted from him, and he, in the Hereafter, will be among the losers.”  

 

 

 



The Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, 

said “…I saw a man from my nation fall into the Hellfire and his 

tears that he had shed in fear of Allah, the Exalted, rescued him 

from the fire…” 

 

 

In a long Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari, number 6806, the Holy Prophet 

Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, mentioned seven 

groups of people who will be granted shade on the Day of Judgment by 

Allah, the Exalted.  

 

 

This shade will protect them from the horrors of the Day of Judgment 

which includes the unbearable heat caused by the Sun being brought 

within two miles of the creation. This has been warned in a Hadith found 

in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 2421.  

 

 

One of these groups includes a person who remembers Allah, the 

Exalted, in solitude and cries. Firstly, the fact that this reaction occurs in 

solitude indicates the sincerity of the muslim meaning, their reaction is 

purely for the sake of Allah, the Exalted. This reaction could be due to a 

number of factors which include one’s realization of the uncountable 

blessings they have been granted even though they show a lack of 

gratitude for them by using them incorrectly. One's understanding of the 

mercy of Allah, the Exalted, when He conceals their sins from the 

creation. A muslim continuously receiving blessings from Allah, the 

Exalted, even when they sin. A muslim’s reflection and assessment of 

their own deeds which encourages them to sincerely repent. One's 

realisation that they will only be forgiven and granted Paradise through 

the mercy of Allah, the Exalted, and not because of their righteous 

deeds, which is confirmed in a Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari, number 



6467. The important thing to note is that this reaction only occurs when 

one truly reflects on this material world, the afterlife, death, Judgment 

Day and their deeds. The one who is heedless to this will never achieve 

this outcome.  

 

 



The Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, 

said “…I saw a man from my nation standing on the bridge (on 

Judgement Day) tossing and turning like a palm tree in a storm. His 

good thoughts of Allah, the Exalted, came to him, they calmed him 

down and he walked across…” 

 

 

In a long divine Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari, number 7405, Allah, the 

Exalted, advises that He acts and treats His servant according to their 

perception of Him. This means if a muslim has good thoughts and 

expects good from Allah, the Exalted, He in turn will not disappoint them. 

Similarly, if a person harbours negative thoughts about Allah, the 

Exalted, such as believing they will not be forgiven then Allah, the 

Exalted, may act according to their belief.  

 

 

It is important to note, there is a vast difference between true hope in 

Allah, the Exalted, which this Hadith refers to and wishful thinking. 

Wishful thinking is when one fails to strive in the obedience of Allah, the 

Exalted, by fulfilling His commands, refraining from His prohibitions and 

by facing destiny with patience and then expects Allah, the Exalted, to 

forgive them. This is not true hope it is merely wishful thinking. This is 

like a farmer who fails to plant any seeds, fails to water their crop and 

still hopes to reap a large harvest. True hope is when one strives to obey 

Allah, the Exalted, and whenever they slip up they sincerely repent and 

then hope for the mercy and forgiveness of Allah, the Exalted. This is 

like a farmer who plants seeds, waters their crop, dedicates effort to 

keeping the crop healthy and then hopes for a large harvest. The Holy 

Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, has 

summarised this explanation in a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, 

number 2459.  

 

 



Generally speaking, a muslim should harbour more fear of Allah, the 

Exalted, during their life as it prevents sins which is superior to hope 

which inspires one to perform righteous deeds especially, the voluntary 

type. But during periods of illness and difficulty and especially at the time 

of death a muslim should have nothing but hope in the mercy of Allah, 

the Exalted, even if they have spent their life disobeying Him as this has 

specifically been commanded by the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace 

and blessings be upon him, in a Hadith found in Sahih Muslim, number 

2877.  

  



The Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, 

said “…I saw a man from my nation crawling on the bridge (on 

Judgement Day). Sometimes he would be crawling and other times 

he would stop and hold on to it. Then the salutation he sent upon 

me came to him and stood him upright firmly on his two feet and he 

was saved…” 

 

 

In a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 484, the Holy Prophet 

Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, advised that the person 

who will be closest to him on Judgment Day will be the one who sent the 

most blessings and salutations on him. 

 

  

Sending blessings and salutations on the Holy Prophet Muhammad, 

peace and blessings be upon him, verbally has been commanded in the 

Holy Quran and advised in many Hadiths, such as the one found in 

Sahih Bukhari, number 3370. Chapter 33 Al Ahzab, verse 56: 

 

 

“Indeed, Allah confers blessing upon the Prophet, and His angels [ask 

Him to do so]. O you who have believed, ask [Allah to confer] blessing 

upon him and ask [Allah to grant him] peace.” 

 

 

But it is important to note, if one desires to correctly send blessings and 

salutations on him they must support their words through actions by 

learning and acting on his traditions. They should not reorder the priority 

of his traditions according to their desires. This is in fact the first step 

which allows one to fulfil another verse of the Holy Quran, chapter 3 

Alee Imran, verse 31: 



 

 

“Say, [O Muhammad], "If you should love Allah, then follow me, [so] 

Allah will love you and forgive you your sins…” 

 

 

When one persists on this attitude it will allow them to prioritise 

preparing for the hereafter over this material world without neglecting 

their worldly duties. Meaning, it will show them how to correctly fulfil their 

duties towards Allah, the Exalted, and towards people. This includes 

fulfilling their needs and the needs of their dependents without waste, 

excessiveness or extravagance. This will allow one to navigate through 

each situation correctly whether they are times of ease or difficulties 

without going overboard in devoting themself to the material world, their 

own desires or other people. This attitude will allow them to put 

everything and everyone in their rightful place within their life without 

neglecting or excessively devoting themself to anything or any person.  

 

 

Allah, the Exalted, would not have set an example in the life of the Holy 

Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, which was not 

possible to follow and adopt. Chapter 33 Al Ahzab, verse 21: 

 

 

“There has certainly been for you in the Messenger of Allah an excellent 

pattern for anyone whose hope is in Allah and the Last Day and [who] 

remembers Allah often.” 

 

 



Each person can achieve this according to their own potential but this 

requires a sincere effort which is supported by actions. This is the true 

meaning of sending blessings and salutations on the Holy Prophet 

Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him.  

 



The Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, 

said “…I saw a man from my nation reaching the gates of Paradise 

but all the doors were locked before him, then his testimony “that 

there is no one worthy of worship except Allah, the Exalted,” came 

and opened the gates of Paradise and led him inside.” 

 

 

There are many Hadiths of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and 

blessings be upon him, which advise mankind that whoever testifies that 

there is none worthy of worship except Allah, the Exalted, and that the 

Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, is the 

servant and final messenger of Allah, the Exalted, will be saved from the 

fire of Hell. One such example is found in Sahih Bukhari, number 128. 

 

  

The meaning of these Hadiths is that whoever dies while believing in this 

testimony will either enter Paradise and escape Hell or they will enter 

Hell to the extent of their sins and then eventually be allowed into 

Paradise where they will dwell forever. This has been advised in a 

Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari, number 7510. 

 

 

It is important to note, that those who desire to enter Paradise without 

entering Hell first must not only declare their belief in Islam verbally but 

they must also fulfil its conditions and obligations. The testimony of faith 

is undoubtedly the key to Paradise but a key needs teeth in order to 

unlock a specific door. The teeth of the key to Paradise are its 

obligations and duties. Without them meaning, the key without its teeth, 

will not open the door to Paradise. This is proven through many Hadiths 

which indicate entry into Paradise requires one to fulfil the conditions 

and duties of Islam. For example, a Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari, 

number 1397, indicates that the testimony must be supported by actions 



in the form of the pillars of Islam, such as establishing the obligatory 

prayers.  

 

 

The first part of the testimony namely, there is none worthy of worship 

save Allah, the Exalted, means that Allah, the Exalted, is the only One 

who must be obeyed and never disobeyed. When one accepts Allah, the 

Exalted, as their God they must not obey anything which leads to His 

disobedience as Allah, the Exalted, alone is their Master and they are 

only His slaves. But the moment one obeys anything which leads to the 

disobedience of Allah, the Exalted, then they have corrupted their belief 

in His Oneness which has been indicated in chapter 45 Al Jathiyah, 

verse 23:  

 

 

“Have you seen he who has taken as his god his [own] desire…” 

 

 

The Holy Quran has warned muslims that whoever commits sins is in 

reality worshipping the Devil as they have obeyed him over the 

obedience of Allah, the Exalted. Chapter 36 Yaseen, verse 60: 

 

 

“Did I not enjoin upon you, O children of Adam, that you not worship 

Satan - [for] indeed, he is to you a clear enemy.” 

 

 

The muslims who reject their desires, the desires of others and the 

commands of the Devil and instead only obey Allah, the Exalted, have 



truly taken Allah, the Exalted, as their God. These muslims have been 

granted the protection of Allah, the Exalted, in both worlds. These 

muslims have practically actualised the testimony of Islam as they 

supported their verbal and internal claim with sincere actions according 

to the traditions of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings 

be upon him. When one acts according to his traditions they have 

fulfilled the second aspect of the testimony namely, the Holy Prophet 

Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, is the servant and final 

messenger of Allah, the Exalted. These muslims are the ones referred to 

in a Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari, number 128. It advises they will be 

saved from the Hellfire by Allah, the Exalted.  

 

 

The person who declares Islam with the tongue and internally accepts it 

is undoubtedly a muslim but their true sincere belief in the Oneness of 

Allah, the Exalted, is diminished according to their sins.  

 

 

An aspect of truly acting on the testimony is sincerely loving Allah, the 

Exalted. In fact, the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be 

upon him, has indicated this in a Hadith found in Sunan Abu Dawud, 

number 4681. It advises that this is an aspect of perfecting one's faith. 

This is when one loves what Allah, the Exalted, loves and hates what He 

hates. As this was the characteristic of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, 

peace and blessings be upon him, according to a Hadith found in Sunan 

Ibn Majah, number 2333, muslims have been commanded to follow him. 

Chapter 3 Alee Imran, verse 31: 

 

 

“Say, [O Muhammad], "If you should love Allah, then follow me, [so] 

Allah will love you and forgive you your sins…” 

 



 

It is clear from Islamic teachings that loving what Allah, the Exalted, 

hates and disliking what Allah, the Exalted, loves is a clear indication of 

a person following their own desires and obeying them over Allah, the 

Exalted. This attitude reduces one's belief in the Oneness of Allah, the 

Exalted. The following verse makes it clear that adopting this mentality is 

a deviation from true belief in the testimony of Islam. Chapter 9 At 

Tawbah, verse 24: 

 

 

“Say, [O Muhammad], "If your fathers, your sons, your brothers, your 

wives, your relatives, wealth which you have obtained, commerce 

wherein you fear decline, and dwellings with which you are pleased are 

more beloved to you than Allah and His Messenger and striving in His 

cause, then wait until Allah executes His command. And Allah does not 

guide the defiantly disobedient people."” 

 

 

The one who worships Allah, the Exalted, according to their own desires 

worships Him on the edge. Meaning, when they face times of ease they 

become pleased but when they encounter difficulties they turn away 

from His obedience in anger. Chapter 22 Al Hajj, verse 11: 

 

 

“And of the people is he who worships Allah on an edge. If he is touched 

by good, he is reassured by it; but if he is struck by trial, he turns on his 

face [to unbelief]. He has lost [this] world and the Hereafter. That is what 

is the manifest loss.” 

 

 



A Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari, number 6502, informs muslims how to 

correctly believe and act on the testimony of faith, which prevents one 

being harmed by the fire of Hell in the next world. This is to first 

complete the obligatory duties correctly while fulfilling all their conditions 

and etiquettes. Then one must add to this by performing voluntary 

righteous deeds, the best of which are the established traditions of the 

Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him. This leads 

to the love of Allah, the Exalted, and causes Allah, the Exalted, to 

empower every organ of their body so that they only obey Him. This true 

and sincere obedience is the fulfilment of the testimony of faith. This is 

the sound heart which contains only the love of Allah, the Exalted, and is 

free of worldly desires and the love of the material world. Chapter 26 

Ash Shu’ara, verses 88-89: 

 

 

“The Day when there will not benefit [anyone] wealth or children. But 

only one who comes to Allah with a sound heart." 

 

 

It is important to note, this does not mean a muslim becomes free from 

committing sins but it means they sincerely repent from them whenever 

they are rarely committed. 

 

 

To conclude, it is vital for muslims to not only declare the testimony of 

Islam internally and verbally but they must also show it in their actions as 

this is the only way to achieve true success in this world and completely 

escape punishment in the next world also.  
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