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Introduction 
 

 

The following short book discusses the Story of Dhul Qarnayn. This 

discussion is based on Chapter 18 Al Kahf, Verses 83-99 of the Holy 

Quran:  

 

 

“And they ask you about Dhul-Qarnayn. Say, "I will recite to you about 

him a report." Indeed, We established him upon the earth, and We gave 

him from everything a way [i.e., means]. So he followed a way. Until, 

when he reached the setting of the sun [i.e., the west], he found it [as if] 

setting in a body of dark water, and he found near it a people. We [i.e., 

Allah] said, "O Dhul-Qarnayn, either you punish [them] or else adopt 

among them [a way of] goodness." He said, "As for one who wrongs, we 

will punish him. Then he will be returned to his Lord, and He will punish 

him with a terrible punishment [i.e., Hellfire]. But as for one who believes 

and does righteousness, he will have a reward of the best and we [i.e., 

Dhul-Qarnayn] will speak to him from our command with ease." Then he 

followed a way. Until, when he came to the rising of the sun [i.e., the 

east], he found it rising on a people for whom We had not made against 

it any shield. Thus. And We had encompassed [all] that he had in 

knowledge. Then he followed a way. Until, when he reached [a pass] 

between two mountains, he found beside them a people who could 

hardly understand [his] speech. They said, "O Dhul-Qarnayn, indeed 

Gog and Magog are [great] corrupters in the land. So may we assign for 

you an expenditure that you might make between us and them a 

barrier?" He said, "That in which my Lord has established me is better 

[than what you offer], but assist me with strength [i.e., manpower]; I will 

make between you and them a dam. Bring me bars of iron" - until, when 

he had leveled [them] between the two mountain walls, he said, "Blow 

[with bellows]," until when he had made it [like] fire, he said, "Bring me, 

that I may pour over it molten copper." So they [i.e., Gog and Magog] 

were unable to pass over it, nor were they able [to effect] in it any 



penetration.” [Dhul-Qarnayn] said, "This is a mercy from my Lord; but 

when the promise of my Lord comes [i.e., approaches], He will make it 

level, and ever is the promise of my Lord true.” And We will leave them 

that day surging over each other, and [then] the Horn will be blown, and 

We will assemble them in [one] assembly.” 

 

 

Implementing the lessons discussed will aid a Muslim to Achieve Noble 

Character. According to the Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 

2003, the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, 

has advised that the heaviest thing in the Scales of Judgment Day will 

be Noble Character. It is one of qualities of the Holy Prophet 

Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, which Allah, the Exalted, 

complimented in Chapter 68 Al Qalam, Verse 4 of the Holy Quran: 

 

 

“And indeed, you are of a great moral character.” 

 

 

Therefore, it is a duty on all Muslims to gain and act on the teachings of 

the Holy Quran and the traditions of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, 

peace and blessings be upon him, in order to Achieve Noble Character. 

 



The Story of Dhul Qarnayn 

Chapter 18 – Al Kahf, Verses 83-88 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“And they ask you about Dhul-Qarnayn. Say, "I will recite to you about him 

a report." 

Indeed, We established him upon the earth, and We gave him from 

everything a way [i.e., means]. 



So he followed a way. 

Until, when he reached the setting of the sun [i.e., the west], he found it [as 

if] setting in a body of dark water, and he found near it a people. We [i.e., 

Allah] said, "O Dhul-Qarnayn, either you punish [them] or else adopt 

among them [a way of] goodness." 

He said, "As for one who wrongs, we will punish him. Then he will be 

returned to his Lord, and He will punish him with a terrible punishment [i.e., 

Hellfire]. 

But as for one who believes and does righteousness, he will have a reward 

of the best and we [i.e., Dhul-Qarnayn] will speak to him from our command 

with ease."” 

 



“And they ask you about Dhul-Qarnayn…” 

 

 

The leaders of the non-Muslims of Mecca sent two of their men to meet 

with the Jewish scholars of Medina in order to inquire about the Holy 

Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, as they were the 

people who possessed the previous divine scriptures and were therefore 

more knowledgeable on this issue. The Jewish scholars informed them to 

test the truthfulness of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings 

be upon him, by asking him three questions. As the people of Mecca knew 

the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, did not 

study the previous scriptures at all he would only be able to answer the 

questions correctly if he was a Holy Prophet, peace be upon them. The 

three questions were about the people of the cave, the king who travelled 

to the east and west and what he encountered and finally about the human 

soul. When the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon 

him, was asked these questions he replied that he would answer them the 

next day but omitted the phrase “if Allah, the Exalted, so wills”. The 

answers to these questions were only revealed fifteen days later in the Holy 

Quran. This incident has been discussed in Imam Ibn Kathir’s, the Life of 

the Prophet, Volume 1, Pages 350-352. 

 

 

First of all, it is important to note that a delay in answering these questions 

was in fact a clear sign of the truthfulness of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, 

peace and blessings be upon him, as a liar would have answered the 

questions straight away in order to fool the people and achieve their worldly 

desires as soon as possible. The fact that there was a delay proved that 

even though the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon 

him, was most eager in guiding the people to Islam yet the answers were 



delayed in order to correct his omitting of the phrase “if Allah, the Exalted, 

so wills” and to prove his truthfulness.  

 



“And they ask you about Dhul-Qarnayn…” 

 

 

In a Hadith found in Sahih Muslim, number 3257, the Holy Prophet 

Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, warned against asking too 

many questions as this led to the destruction of the past nations. Muslims 

should instead do what they have been commanded according to their 

capacity and refrain from what they have been prohibited from.  

 

 

Muslims should not adopt this mentality as people who have a habit of 

asking too many questions often fail in fulfilling their duties and acquiring 

beneficial knowledge as they are too busy asking and researching about 

less important and sometimes irrelevant information. This mentality can 

inspire a person to argue and debate over these types of issues also. 

Unfortunately, this attitude is quite widespread amongst muslims today as 

they often argue about non obligatory and less important issues instead of 

concentrating on fulfilling their obligatory duties and the established 

traditions of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon 

him, correctly meaning, fulfilling them with their full etiquettes and 

conditions.  

 

  

A muslim should instead research and query about topics which are 

relevant and important to understand for both worldly and religious matters 

otherwise they will follow in the footsteps of the people mentioned in this 

Hadith and only make their own lives more difficult. 



“And they ask you about Dhul-Qarnayn. Say, "I will recite to you about 

him a report."” 

 

 

The Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, advised 

in a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 2645, that when Allah, the 

Exalted, desires to give someone good He provides them with Islamic 

knowledge.  

 

 

There is no doubt that every muslim irrespective of the strength of their 

faith desires good in both worlds. Even though many muslims incorrectly 

believe that this good which they desire lies in fame, wealth, authority, 

companionship and their career this Hadith makes it crystal clear that true 

lasting good lies in gaining and acting on Islamic knowledge. It is important 

to note a branch of religious knowledge is useful worldly knowledge 

whereby one earns lawful provision in order to fulfil their necessities and 

the necessities of their dependents. Even though the Holy Prophet 

Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, has pointed out where 

good lies yet it is a shame how many muslims do not place much value in 

this. They in most cases only strive to obtain the bare minimum of Islamic 

knowledge in order to fulfil their obligatory duties and fail to acquire and act 

on more such as the traditions of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and 

blessings be upon him. Instead they dedicate their efforts on worldly things 

believing true good is found there. Many muslims fail to appreciate that the 

righteous predecessors had to journey for weeks on end just to learn a 

single verse or Hadith of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and 

blessings be upon him, whereas today one can study Islamic teachings 

without leaving their home. Yet, many fail to make use of this blessing 

given to the modern day muslims. Out of His infinite mercy Allah, the 

Exalted, through his Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be 



upon him, has not only pointed out where true good lies but He has also 

placed this good at one's finger tips. Allah, the Exalted, has informed 

mankind of where an eternal buried treasure is located which can solve all 

the problems they may encounter in both worlds. But muslims will only 

obtain this good once they struggle to acquire and act on it.  



“And they ask you about Dhul-Qarnayn. Say, "I will recite to you about 

him a report."” 

 

 

The report consists of useful lessons which once understood and acted 

upon will increase one’s sincere obedience to Allah, the Exalted. Anything 

not mentioned and discussed in the Holy Quran or the traditions of the Holy 

Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, will not achieve 

this goal. 

 

 

Scholars have debated for many generations about Dhul Qarnayn, such as 

what was his real name, what time period he lived in, etc. But the important 

thing to note, is that Muslims should never fall into arguments over this and 

similar issues to the point that it creates enmity between them. In addition, 

believing one way or the other will not affect their faith and obedience to 

Allah, the Exalted. Neither will this be questioned about on the Day of 

Judgement by Allah, the Exalted, otherwise the Muslim nation would have 

been informed of this. So spending countless hours arguing, debating and 

publishing books discussing this issue does not make sense. Muslims 

should instead concentrate more on the things which when clarified will 

increase their sincere obedience to Allah, the Exalted, in the form of 

fulfilling His commands, refraining from His prohibitions and facing destiny 

with patience according to the traditions of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, 

peace and blessings be upon him, and concentrate on those things which 

will be questioned about on Judgement Day, such as fulfilling the rights of 

people. Unfortunately, arguing and debating over these types of issues has 

distracted Muslims from concentrating on more important things and issues 

and this is one of the reasons why the general strength of the Muslim 

nation has declined over time. 

 



 

This issue is connected to a Hadith of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace 

and blessings be upon him, which is found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 

2518. It advises that a Muslim should leave a thing which creates doubt in 

them and act on the things which create no doubt in them. The vast 

majority of Muslims are aware of the obligatory duties and the majority of 

the unlawful things, such as drinking alcohol. So these things create no 

doubt within Muslims therefore they should act accordingly meaning, fulfil 

the obligatory duties and abstain from unlawful things.  

 

 

All other things which are not obligatory and create a doubt in society 

should therefore be avoided. Allah, the Exalted, will not question why 

someone did not perform a voluntary deed on Judgement Day. Instead, He 

will question why they performed a voluntary deed. Therefore, leaving the 

voluntary action will have no consequences in the hereafter whereas 

performing a voluntary deed will namely, punishment, reward or 

forgiveness. It is important for Muslims to act on this short but extremely 

important Hadith as it will solve and prevent many problems and debates. 

In fact, this is the advice given in another Hadith of the Holy Prophet 

Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, which is found in Jami At 

Tirmidhi, number 1205. It advises that both the lawful and unlawful things in 

Islam have been made clear to mankind and all other matters of voluntary 

actions which create doubt should be left aside. This attitude will protect 

one’s religion and honour.  

 



“And they ask you about Dhul-Qarnayn. Say, "I will recite to you about 

him a report." Indeed, We established him upon the earth, and We 

gave him from everything a way [i.e., means].” 

 

 

In a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 2376, the Holy Prophet 

Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, warned that craving for 

wealth and status is more destructive to one's faith than the destruction 

caused by two hungry wolves which are set free on a herd of sheep. None 

the less, if one is granted it by Allah, the Exalted, they must follow in the 

footsteps of Dhul Qarnayn and use them in ways pleasing to Allah, the 

Exalted. 

 

 

In reality, in most cases nothing in this material world in itself is good or 

bad, such as wealth. What makes a thing good or bad is the way it is used. 

It is important to understand that the very purpose of everything which was 

created by Allah, the Exalted, was for it to be used correctly according to 

the teachings of Islam. When something is not used correctly it in reality 

becomes useless. For example, wealth is useful in both worlds when it is 

used correctly such as being spent on the necessities of a person and their 

dependents. But it can become useless and even a curse for its bearer if it 

is not used correctly, such as being hoarded or spent on sinful things. 

Simply hoarding wealth causes wealth to lose value. How can paper and 

metal coins one tucks away be useful? In this respect, there is no 

difference between a blank piece of paper and a note of money. It is only 

useful when it is used correctly.  

 

 



So if a muslim desires all their worldly possessions to become a blessing 

for them in both worlds all they have to do is use them correctly according 

to the teachings found in the Holy Quran and the traditions of the Holy 

Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him. But if they use 

them incorrectly then the same blessing will become a burden and curse 

for them in both worlds. It is as simple as that.  



“And they ask you about Dhul-Qarnayn. Say, "I will recite to you about 

him a report." Indeed, We established him upon the earth, and We 

gave him from everything a way [i.e., means].” 

 

 

In a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 2376, the Holy Prophet 

Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, warned that craving for 

wealth and status is more destructive to one's faith than the destruction 

caused by two hungry wolves which are set free on a herd of sheep. None 

the less, if one is granted it by Allah, the Exalted, they must follow in the 

footsteps of Dhul Qarnayn and use them in ways pleasing to Allah, the 

Exalted. One can adopt the correct attitude when they understand the 

purpose of these blessings. 

 

 

Every worldly blessing a muslim possesses is only a means which should 

aid them in reaching the hereafter safely. It is not an end in itself. For 

example, wealth is a means one should use in order to obey Allah, the 

Exalted, by fulfilling the commands of Allah, the Exalted, fulfilling their 

necessities and the necessities of their dependents. It is not an end or an 

ultimate goal in itself.  

 

 

This not only aids a muslim in maintaining their focus on the hereafter but it 

also aids them whenever they lose worldly blessings. When a muslim treats 

each worldly blessing, such as a child, as a means to please Allah, the 

Exalted, and reach the hereafter safely then losing it will not have such a 

detrimental impact on them. They may become sad, which is an acceptable 

emotion, but they will not become grieved which leads to impatience and 

other mental problems, such as depression. This is because they firmly 



believe the worldly blessing they possessed was only a means so losing it 

does not cause a loss in the ultimate goal namely, Paradise, the loss of 

which is disastrous. Therefore, still possessing and concentrating on the 

ultimate goal will prevent them from becoming grieved.  

 

 

In addition, they will understand that just like the thing they lost was only a 

means they firmly believe they will be provided with another means to 

reach and fulfil their ultimate goal by Allah, the Exalted. This will also 

prevent them from grieving. Whereas, the one who believes their worldly 

blessing is the end instead of a means will experience severe grief when 

losing it as their whole purpose and objective has been lost. This grief will 

lead to depression and other mental issues.  

 

 

To conclude, muslims should treat each blessing they possess as a means 

to reach the hereafter safely not as an end in itself. This is how one can 

possess things without being possessed by them. This is how they can 

keep worldly things in their hands and not in their hearts.  

 



“So he followed a way…” 

 

 

Generally speaking, all people follow a path during their lives. This path 

determines if they find peace and success in both worlds. A muslim must 

ensure they remain on the single straight path if they desire to achieve 

these things. This involves sincerely obeying and following the two sources 

of guidance.  

 

 

In a Hadith found in Sahih Muslim number 196, the Holy Prophet 

Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, advised that Islam is 

sincerity towards the Holy Quran and the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace 

and blessings be upon him. 

 

 

Sincerity towards the Holy Quran includes having deep respect and love for 

the words of Allah, the Exalted. This sincerity is proven when one fulfils the 

three aspects of the Holy Quran. The first is to recite it correctly and 

regularly. The second is to understand its teachings through a reliable 

source and teacher. The final aspect is to act on the teachings of the Holy 

Quran with the aim of pleasing Allah, the Exalted. The sincere muslim gives 

priority to acting on its teachings over acting on their desires which 

contradict the Holy Quran. Modelling one’s character on the Holy Quran is 

the sign of true sincerity towards the book of Allah, the Exalted. This is the 

tradition of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon 

him, which is confirmed in a Hadith found in Sunan Abu Dawud, number 

1342.  

 



 

The next thing mentioned in the main Hadith under discussion is sincerity 

towards the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him. 

This includes striving to acquire knowledge in order to act on his traditions. 

These traditions include the ones related to Allah, the Exalted, in the form 

of worship, and his blessed noble character towards the creation. Chapter 

68 Al Qalam, verse 4: 

 

 

"And indeed, you are of a great moral character." 

 

 

It includes to accept his commands and prohibitions at all times. This has 

been made a duty by Allah, the Exalted. Chapter 59 Al Hashr, verse 7: 

 

 

"...And whatever the Messenger has given you - take; and what he has 

forbidden you - refrain from..." 

 

 

Sincerity includes to give priority to his traditions over the actions of anyone 

else as all paths to Allah, the Exalted, are closed except the path of the 

Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him. Chapter 3 

Alee Imran, verse 31: 

 

 



"Say, [O Muḥammad], "If you should love Allah, then follow me, [so] Allah 

will love you and forgive you your sins..."  

 

 

One must love all those who supported him during his life and after his 

passing, whether they are from his Family or his Companions, may Allah 

be pleased with them all. Supporting those who walk on his path and teach 

his traditions is a duty on those who desire to be sincere to him. Sincerity 

also includes loving those who love him and disliking those who criticise 

him irrespective, of one’s relationship with these people. This is all 

summarised in a single Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari, number 16. It 

advises that a person cannot have true faith until they love Allah, the 

Exalted, and the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon 

him, more than the entire creation. This love must be shown through 

actions not just words.   

 



“Then he followed a way.” 

 

 

Generally speaking, all people follow a path during their lives.  

 

 

Muslims can be split into three groups. The first group are the best and 

consist of the muslims who hand their lives and possessions over to Allah, 

the Exalted, thereby fulfilling the purpose of their creation. They only take 

from the material world in order to fulfil their necessities and responsibilities 

and dedicate the rest of their efforts in gaining and acting on knowledge so 

that they can strengthen their faith and gain the proximity of Allah, the 

Exalted, in both worlds. Outwardly they may seem as if they do not enjoy 

life in this world but in reality they obtain more peace in it than the other 

types of muslims. Their reckoning on Judgment Day will be easy through 

the mercy of Allah, the Exalted.  

 

 

The second group consists of those muslims who fulfil their obligatory 

duties and whatever traditions of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and 

blessings be upon him, they come across without putting extra effort in 

obtaining or acting on Islamic knowledge. They dedicate the majority of 

their efforts to gaining and enjoying the lawful pleasures of this world. As 

they avoid the unlawful it is hoped they will gain the forgiveness of Allah, 

the Exalted, in the next world. But as they indulged in the material world 

their accountability will be long. And as warned by the Holy Prophet 

Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, in a Hadith found in Sahih 

Bukhari, number 6536, whoever has their deeds scrutinised will be 

punished. Standing and witnessing the horrors of the Day of Judgment for 



an extremely long time because of one's enjoyment in the world is a form of 

punishment.  

 

 

The final group of muslims are the worse type as they do not dedicate their 

lives to Allah, the Exalted, like the best group but neither do they enjoy the 

lawful pleasures of the material world like the second group. These people 

instead hoard the worldly things they obtain without fulfilling their lawful 

desires. This attitude causes them to stand between the two other groups 

meaning, they will not enjoy the lawful things of this world nor will they have 

an easy reckoning on the Day of Judgment because of the worldly things 

they obtained.  

 

 

It is therefore important for muslims not to belong to this final group as this 

is a clear loss. A muslim should try to belong to the best group but if they 

really cannot manage this then they should at least join the second group 

by fulfilling their obligatory duties, enjoy only the lawful pleasures of this 

world and hope for the forgiveness and mercy of Allah, the Exalted.  

 

 



“So he followed a way. Until, when he reached the setting of the sun 

[i.e., the west], he found it [as if] setting in a body of dark water…” 

 

 

Generally speaking, the daily occurrence of the Sun setting is a powerful 

reminder that no matter how power and influential one might be a day will 

certainly come when the Sun of their life will set meaning, death. 

 

 

Death is something which is certain to occur but the time is unknown so it 

therefore makes sense that a muslim who believes in the hereafter 

prioritises preparing for it over preparing for things which might not occur, 

such as marriage, children or their retirement. It is strange how many 

muslims have adopted the opposite mentality even though they testify that 

the world is temporary and uncertain whereas the hereafter is permanent 

and they are certain to reach it. No matter how one behaves they will be 

judged regarding their deeds. A muslim should not be fooled into believing 

that they can and will prepare for the hereafter in the future as this attitude 

only causes them to delay further until their death occurs and they leave 

this world with regrets that will not aid them.  

 

 

So the important thing is not that people will die as this is unavoidable but 

the key is acting in such a way that one is fully prepared for it. The only way 

to prepare for it correctly is by acting on the teachings of Islam namely, 

fulfilling the commands of Allah, the Exalted, refraining from His 

prohibitions and facing destiny with patience. This is only possible when 

one prioritises preparing for the hereafter over preparing for things which 

might not occur. 



“So he followed a way. Until, when he reached the setting of the sun 

[i.e., the west], he found it [as if] setting in a body of dark water, and 

he found near it a people. We [i.e., Allāh] said, "O Dhul-Qarnayn, 

either you punish [them] or else adopt among them [a way of] 

goodness." He said, "As for one who wrongs, we will punish 

him…But as for one who believes and does righteousness…we [i.e., 

Dhul-Qarnayn] will speak to him from our command with ease."” 

 

 

In a Hadith found in Sahih Muslim, number 4721, the Holy Prophet 

Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, advised that those who 

acted with justice will be sitting on thrones of light close to Allah, the 

Exalted, on Judgment Day. This includes those who are just in their 

decisions in respect to their families and those under their care and 

authority.  

 

 

It is important for muslims to always act with justice in all occasions. One 

must show justice to Allah, the Exalted, by fulfilling His commands, 

refraining from His prohibitions and by facing destiny with patience. They 

must use all the blessings they have been granted in the correct way 

according to the teachings of Islam. This includes being just to their own 

body and mind by fulfilling their rights of food and rest as well as using 

each limb according to its true purpose. Islam does not teach muslims to 

push their body and minds beyond their limits thereby causing themself 

harm.  

 

 

One should be just in respect to people by treating them how they wish to 

be treated by others. They should never compromise on the teachings of 



Islam by committing injustice to people in order to obtain worldly things. 

This will be a major cause of people entering Hell which has been indicated 

in a Hadith found in Sahih Muslim, number 6579. 

 

 

They should remain just even if it contradicts their desires and the desires 

of their loved ones.  Chapter 4 An Nisa, verse 135: 

 

 

“O you who have believed, be persistently standing firm in justice, 

witnesses for Allah, even if it be against yourselves or parents and 

relatives. Whether one is rich or poor, Allah is more worthy of both.1 So 

follow not [personal] inclination, lest you not be just…” 

 

 

One must be just towards their dependents by fulfilling their rights and 

necessities according to the teachings of Islam which has been advised in 

a Hadith found in Sunan Abu Dawud, number 2928. They should not be 

neglected nor handed over to others such as school and Mosque teachers. 

A person should not take on this responsibility if they are too lazy to act 

with justice in regards to them. 

 

  

To conclude, no person is free of acting with justice as the minimum is 

acting with justice in respect to Allah, the Exalted, and oneself.  

 



“So he followed a way. Until, when he reached the setting of the sun 

[i.e., the west], he found it [as if] setting in a body of dark water, and 

he found near it a people. We [i.e., Allāh] said, "O Dhul-Qarnayn, 

either you punish [them] or else adopt among them [a way of] 

goodness." He said, "As for one who wrongs, we will punish 

him…But as for one who believes and does righteousness…we [i.e., 

Dhul-Qarnayn] will speak to him from our command with ease."” 

 

 

One of the major reasons why society seems to be digressing is because 

people have abandoned acting justly. The Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace 

and blessings be upon him, once warned in a Hadith found in Sahih 

Bukhari, number 6787, that previous nations were destroyed as the 

authorities would punish the weak when they broke the law but would 

pardon the rich and influential. The Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and 

blessings be upon him, being the head of state even declared in this Hadith 

that if his own daughter committed a crime he would enforce the full legal 

punishment on her. Even though members of the general public might not 

be in a position to advise their leaders to remain just in their actions but 

they can influence them indirectly by acting justly in all their dealings and 

actions. For example, a muslim must act justly in respect to their 

dependents, such as their children, by treating them equally. This has been 

specifically advised in a Hadith found in Sunan Abu Dawud, number 3544. 

They should act justly in all their business dealings irrespective of who they 

deal with. If people act with justice on an individual level then communities 

can change for the better and in turn those who are in influential positions, 

such as politicians, will act justly whether they desire to or not.   



“He [Dhul-Qarnayn] said, "As for one who wrongs, we will punish him. 

Then he will be returned to his Lord, and He will punish him with a 

terrible punishment [i.e., Hellfire].”” 

 

 

In a Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari, number 2447, the Holy Prophet 

Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, warned that oppression will 

become a darkness on the Day of Judgment. 

 

 

This is vital to avoid as those who find themselves plunged in darkness are 

unlikely to find their way to Paradise. Only those who will be provided a 

guiding light will be able to do this successfully.  

 

 

Oppression can take many forms. The first type is when one fails to fulfill 

the commands of Allah, the Exalted, and refrain from His prohibitions. Even 

though this has no effect on the infinite status of Allah, the Exalted, it will 

cause the person to become submerged into darkness in both worlds. 

According to a Hadith found in Sunan Ibn Majah, number 4244, whenever a 

person commits a sin a black spot is etched on their spiritual heart. The 

more they sin the more their heart will become encompassed by darkness. 

This will prevent them from accepting and following true guidance in this 

world which will ultimately lead to darkness in the next world. Chapter 83 Al 

Mutaffifin, verse 14: 

 

 



“No! Rather, the stain has covered their hearts of that which they were 

earning.” 

 

 

The next type of oppression is when one oppresses themself by not 

fulfilling the trust they have been granted by Allah, the Exalted, in the form 

of their body and other worldly blessings they possess. The greatest of 

which is one's faith. This must be protected and strengthened through 

gaining and acting on Islamic knowledge.  

 

 

The final type of oppression is when one mistreats others. Allah, the 

Exalted, will not forgive these sins until the oppressor’s victim forgives them 

first. As people are not so merciful this is unlikely to happen. Then justice 

will be established on Judgment Day where the oppressor’s righteous 

deeds will be given to their victim and if necessary the victim’s sins will be 

given to the oppressor. This may lead to the oppressor being hurled into 

Hell. This has been warned in a Hadith found in Sahih Muslim, number 

6579. One should therefore treat others how they wish to be treated by 

people. A muslim should avoid all forms of oppression if they desire a 

guiding light in this world and in the next.  

 
 

 



“He [Dhul-Qarnayn] said, "As for one who wrongs, we will punish him. 

Then he will be returned to his Lord, and He will punish him with a 

terrible punishment [i.e., Hellfire].”” 

 

 

The thing to remember is that in reality each person who will end up in Hell 

takes the fire, which they will encounter in Hell, with them from this world in 

the form of their sins. When a muslim engraves this reality into their mind 

they will observe each sin, major or minor, as a piece of unbearable fire. 

The same way a person avoids fire in this world they should avoid sins as 

in reality sins are like hidden fire which will be shown to them in the 

hereafter.  

 

 

In addition, a muslim should not live in heedlessness and believe they can 

simply claim love for Allah, the Exalted, the Holy Prophet Muhammad, 

peace and blessings be upon him, and the Companions, may Allah be 

pleased with them, without supporting this verbal declaration with actions. If 

this was true then the Companions, may Allah be pleased with them, would 

not have strived so hard in the obedience of Allah, the Exalted, and they 

undoubtedly understood Islam and Judgment Day better than the people 

after them. Simply put, a declaration of love without actions will not save 

one from Hell. In fact, it has been made clear that some muslims will enter 

Hell on Judgment Day. The muslim who abandons acting on Islamic 

teachings should understand that their attitude may cause them to lose 

their faith before their death so that they enter Judgment Day as a non-

muslim, which is the greatest loss.  

 

 



The same way one would not enter a battle without armour and a shield a 

muslim should not enter Judgment Day without the armour and shield of 

righteous deeds. Otherwise, the same way the soldier who has no 

protection will most likely be harmed so will a muslim who reaches 

Judgment Day without the protection provided by the obedience of Allah, 

the Exalted, which involves fulfilling the commands of Allah, the Exalted, 

refraining from His prohibitions and facing destiny with patience. A muslim 

should remember that the luxuries and pleasures of the material world they 

enjoyed will not make them feel better if they end up in Hell. In fact, it will 

only make them feel worse.  

 

 



“He [Dhul-Qarnayn] said, "…But as for one who believes and does 

righteousness, he will have a reward of the best [i.e., Paradise], and 

we [i.e., Dhul-Qarnayn] will speak to him from our command with 

ease."” 

 

 

True belief involves sincerity. In a Hadith found in Sahih Muslim number 

196, the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, 

advised that Islam is sincerity towards Allah, the Exalted. 

 

 

Sincerity towards Allah, the Exalted, includes fulfilling all the duties given by 

Him in the form of commands and prohibitions, solely for His pleasure. As 

confirmed in a Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari, number 1, all will be judged 

by their intention. So if one is not sincere towards Allah, the Exalted, when 

performing good deeds they will gain no reward in this world or in the next. 

In fact, according to a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 3154, 

those who performed insincere deeds will be told on Judgement Day to 

seek their reward from those who they acted for, which will not be possible. 

Chapter 98 Al Bayyinah, verse 5. 

 

 

"And they were not commanded except to worship Allah, [being] sincere to 

Him in religion....." 

 

 

If one is lax in fulfilling their duties towards Allah, the Exalted, it proves a 

lack of sincerity. Therefore, they should sincerely repent and struggle to 



fulfil them all. It is important to bear in mind Allah, the Exalted, never 

burdens one with duties they cannot perform or handle. Chapter 2 Al 

Baqarah, verse 286. 

 

 

"Allah does not charge a soul except [with that within] its capacity...." 

 

 

Being sincere towards Allah, the Exalted, means that one should always 

choose His pleasure over the pleasure of themself and others. A Muslim 

should always give priority to those actions which are for the sake of Allah, 

the Exalted, over all else. One should love others and dislike their sins for 

the sake of Allah, the Exalted, and not for the sake of their own desires. 

When they help others or refuse to take part in sins it should be for the 

sake of Allah, the Exalted. The one who adopts this mentality has perfected 

their faith. This is confirmed in a Hadith found in Sunan Abu Dawud, 

number 4681. 

 

 

 

 



“He [Dhul-Qarnayn] said, "…But as for one who believes and does 

righteousness, he will have a reward of the best [i.e., Paradise], and 

we [i.e., Dhul-Qarnayn] will speak to him from our command with 

ease."” 

 

 

Righteousness cannot be achieved without gaining and acting on Islamic 

knowledge so that one can fulfill the commands of Allah, the Exalted, 

refrain from His prohibitions and face destiny with patience according to the 

traditions of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon 

him. Chapter 35 Fatir, verse 28: 

 

 

“…Only those fear Allah, from among His servants, who have 

knowledge…” 

 

 

In a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 2451, the Holy Prophet 

Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon, advised that a muslim cannot 

become righteous until they avoid something which is not harmful to their 

religion out of caution that it will lead to something which is harmful. 

Therefore, an aspect of righteousness is to avoid things which are doubtful 

not just unlawful. This is because doubtful things takes a muslim one step 

closer to the unlawful and the closer one is to the unlawful the easier it is to 

fall into it. It is why a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 1205, 

advises that the one who avoids unlawful and doubtful things will protect 

their religion and honor. If one observes those who have become 

misguided in society, in most cases, this occurred gradually not in one 

sudden step. Meaning, the person first indulged in doubtful things before 

falling into the unlawful. This is the reason why Islam stresses the need to 



avoid unnecessary and vain things in one's life as they can lead them to 

the unlawful. For example, vain and useless speech which is not classified 

sinful by Islam often leads to evil speech, such as backbiting, lying and 

slander. If a person avoids the first step by not indulging in vain speech 

they will undoubtedly avoid evil speech. This process can be applied to all 

things which are vain, unnecessary and especially, doubtful.  

 



“He [Dhul-Qarnayn] said, "…But as for one who believes and does 

righteousness, he will have a reward of the best [i.e., Paradise], and 

we [i.e., Dhul-Qarnayn] will speak to him from our command with 

ease."” 

 

 

Internal belief coupled with sincere obedience leads to good in both worlds. 

 

 

Disbelief can be a literal rejecting of Islam or through actions, which 

involves disobeying Allah, the Exalted, even though one believes in Him. 

This can be clearly understood by an example. If an unaware person is 

warned by another of an approaching lion and the unaware person takes 

practical steps to obtain safety they will be considered someone who 

believed in the warning given to them as they adapted their behaviour 

based on the warning. Whereas, if the unaware person does not practically 

change their behaviour after being warned, people will suspect that they do 

not believe in the warning given to them even if the unaware person 

verbally claims belief in the warning given to them. 

 

 

Some people claim that their belief and obedience to their God is in their 

hearts and they therefore do not need to demonstrate it practically. 

Unfortunately, this foolish mentality has infected many Muslims who believe 

they possess a pure faithful heart even though they fail to fulfil the 

obligatory duties of Islam. The Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and 

blessings be upon him, has clearly declared in a Hadith found in Sunan Ibn 

Majah, number 3984, that when one's heart is pure the body becomes pure 

which means their actions become correct. But if one's heart is corrupt the 

body becomes corrupt which means their actions will be corrupt and 



incorrect. Therefore, the one who does not obey Allah, the Exalted, by 

fulfilling their duties practically can never have a pure heart.  

 

 

In addition, demonstrating one's faith in Allah, the Exalted, practically is 

their proof and evidence which is required on Judgment Day in order to be 

granted Paradise. Not having this practical evidence is as silly as a student 

who hands back a blank exam paper to their teacher claiming their 

knowledge is in their mind so they therefore do not need to write it down by 

answering the exam questions. The same way this student would 

undoubtedly fail so will a person who reaches Judgment Day without the 

obedience of Allah, the Exalted, in the form of fulfilling His commands, 

refraining from His prohibitions and by facing destiny with patience, even if 

they possess faith in their heart.  

 

 



“He [Dhul-Qarnayn] said, "…But as for one who believes and does 

righteousness, he will have a reward of the best [i.e., Paradise], and 

we [i.e., Dhul-Qarnayn] will speak to him from our command with 

ease."” 

 

 

Internal belief coupled with sincere obedience leads to good in both worlds. 

 

 

It is important for muslims to strive in the obedience of Allah, the Exalted, 

by fulfilling His commands, refraining from His prohibitions and by facing 

destiny with patience as Allah, the Exalted, has guaranteed a good life in 

both worlds for the one who behaves in this manner. Chapter 16 An Nahl, 

verse 97: 

 

 

“Whoever does righteousness, whether male or female, while he is a 

believer - We will surely cause him to live a good life, and We will surely 

give them their reward [in the Hereafter] according to the best of what they 

used to do.” 

 

 

This good life will protect a muslim from severe grief, depression and other 

extreme moods and mental disorders which can destroy a person's life. 

Even though, muslims will face difficulties which will sadden them but if 

they obey Allah, the Exalted, this sadness will never become extreme and 

effect their entire life on a long term basis. This is because a muslim who 

strives in the obedience of Allah, the Exalted, has an excellent reason to 



continue moving forward through their difficulty without giving up and 

turning to depression and even suicide. For example, they look forward to 

the countless reward which will be granted to the patient. Chapter 39 Az 

Zumar, verse 10: 

 

 

“…Indeed, the patient will be given their reward without account [i.e., limit].” 

 

 

Whereas, the muslim who does not strive in the obedience of Allah, the 

Exalted, and only claims the title of being a muslim with their tongue will not 

be granted this attitude and a good life. And whenever they face difficulties 

it will drive them to extreme moods and mental disorders which will destroy 

their entire life. 

 

 

 

 



“He [Dhul-Qarnayn] said, "…But as for one who believes and does 

righteousness, he will have a reward of the best [i.e., Paradise], and 

we [i.e., Dhul-Qarnayn] will speak to him from our command with 

ease."” 

 

 

Internal belief coupled with sincere obedience leads to good in both worlds. 

 

 

In a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 2465, the Holy Prophet 

Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, advised that whoever 

prioritises the hereafter over this material world will be granted 

contentment, their affairs will be corrected for them and they will receive 

their destined provision in an easy way. 

  

 

This half of the Hadith means that whoever correctly fulfils their duties in 

respect to Allah, the Exalted, and to the creation, such as providing for their 

family in a lawful manner while avoiding the excess of this material world 

will be granted contentment. This is when one is pleased with what they 

possess without being greedy and actively striving to obtain more worldly 

things. In reality, the one who is content with what they possess is a truly 

rich person even if they possess little wealth as they become independent 

of things. Independence of anything makes one rich in respect to it.  

 

 

In addition, this attitude will allow one to comfortably deal with any worldly 

issues which may arise during their life. This is because the less one 



interacts with the material world and focuses on the hereafter the less 

worldly issues they will face. The less worldly issues a person faces the 

more comfortable their life will become. For example, the one who 

possesses one house will have fewer issues to deal with in respect to it, 

such as a broken cooker, than the one who possesses ten houses. Finally, 

this person will easily and pleasantly obtain their lawful provision. Not only 

this but Allah, the Exalted, will place such grace in their provision that it will 

cover all their responsibilities and necessities meaning, it will satisfy them 

and their dependents.  

 

 

But as mentioned in the other half of this Hadith the one who prioritises the 

material world over the hereafter meaning, by neglecting their duties or 

striving for the unnecessary and excess of this material world will find that 

their need, meaning greed, for worldly things is never satisfied which by 

definition makes them poor even if they possess much wealth. These 

people will go from one worldly issue to another throughout the day failing 

to achieve contentment as they have opened too many worldly doors. And 

they will receive their destined provision with difficulty and it will not give 

them satisfaction and never seem enough to fill their greed. This may even 

push them towards the unlawful which only leads to a loss in both worlds. 

 

 



“He [Dhul-Qarnayn] said, "…But as for one who believes and does 

righteousness, he will have a reward of the best [i.e., Paradise], and 

we [i.e., Dhul-Qarnayn] will speak to him from our command with 

ease."” 

 

 

Internal belief coupled with sincere obedience leads to good in both worlds. 

 

 

It is important to note, that one will only enter Paradise through the mercy 

of Allah, the Exalted. This has been confirmed in a Hadith found in Sahih 

Bukhari, number 5673. This is because every righteous deed is only 

possible through the mercy of Allah, the Exalted, in the form of knowledge, 

inspiration, strength and opportunity to do the deed. This understanding 

prevents one from adopting pride which is vital to avoid as only an atom’s 

worth of pride is needed to take a person to Hell. This has been warned in 

a Hadith found in Sahih Muslim, number 267.  

 

 

In addition, a muslim must understand that this mercy of Allah, the Exalted, 

in the form of righteous deeds is in reality a light which one must gather in 

this world if they desire to obtain a guiding light in the hereafter. If a muslim 

lives in heedlessness and refrains from gathering this light in the world by 

fulfilling the commands of Allah, the Exalted, refraining from His 

prohibitions and by facing destiny with patience then how can they expect 

to receive this guiding light in the hereafter?  

 

 



All muslims desire to inhabit Paradise with the greatest servants of Allah, 

the Exalted, such as the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be 

upon him. But it is important to understand that simply wishing for this 

without action will not make it come true otherwise the Companions, may 

Allah be pleased with them, would have done this. Simply put, the more 

one strives in learning and acting on the traditions of the Holy Prophet 

Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, the closer they will be to 

him in the hereafter.  

 

 

The greatest blessing of Paradise is physically observing Allah, the 

Exalted, which is discussed in a Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari, number 

7436. If a muslim desires to obtain this unimaginable blessing they must 

practically strive to achieve the level of excellence mentioned in a Hadith 

found in Sahih Muslim, number 99. This is when one performs actions, 

such as the prayer, as if they can observe Allah, the Exalted, overlooking 

them. This attitude ensures one's persistent and sincere obedience to 

Allah, the Exalted. It is hoped that the one who strives for this level of faith 

will receive the blessing of physically observing Allah, the Exalted, in the 

hereafter. 

 

 



“He [Dhul-Qarnayn] said, "…But as for one who believes and does 

righteousness, he will have a reward of the best [i.e., Paradise], and 

we [i.e., Dhul-Qarnayn] will speak to him from our command with 

ease."” 

 

 

It is important for muslims to understand that when they treat others kindly 

it in reality, benefits themself and not others. This is because treating 

others kindly has been commanded by Allah, the Exalted, and fulfilling this 

important duty gains one reward.  

  

 

In addition, when one is kind to others they will supplicate for them while 

they are alive which will benefit them. For example, the Holy Prophet 

Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, advised in a Hadith found 

in Sahih Muslim, number 6929, that a supplication done for a person in 

secret is always answered.  

 

 

In addition, the people will supplicate for them after they pass away which 

is definitely answered as it has been recorded in the Holy Quran. Chapter 

59 Al Hashr, verse 10: 

 

 

“…saying, "Our Lord, forgive us and our brothers who preceded us in 

faith…” 

 



 

Finally, a person who treated others kindly will gain their intercession on 

the Day of Judgment, which is a day people will be desperate for the 

intercession of others. This has been confirmed in a Hadith found in Sahih 

Bukhari, number 7439. 

 

  

But those who mistreat others even if they fulfil their duties towards Allah, 

the Exalted, will miss out on the benefits mentioned earlier. And on 

Judgment Day they will find that Allah, the Exalted, will not forgive them 

until their victim forgives them first. If they choose not to then the 

oppressor’s good deeds will be given to their victim and if needed the 

victim’s sins will be given to their oppressor. This may cause the oppressor 

to be hurled into Hell. This has been warned in a Hadith found in Sahih 

Muslim, number 6579.  

 

 

Therefore, a muslim should be kind to themself by being kind to others as 

in reality they are only benefiting themself in this world and the next. 

Chapter 29 Al Ankabut, verse 6: 

 

 

“And whoever strives only strives for [the benefit of] himself…” 

 



Chapter 18 – Al Kahf, Verses 89-91 
 

 

 

 

 

“Then he followed a way. 

Until, when he came to the rising of the sun [i.e., the east], he found it rising 

on a people for whom We had not made against it any shield. 

Thus. And We had encompassed [all] that he had in knowledge.” 



“Then he followed a way.” 

 

 

Generally speaking, all people follow a path during their lives. This path 

determines if they find peace and success in both worlds. A muslim must 

ensure they remain on the single straight path if they desire to achieve 

these things. This involves sincerely obeying and following the two sources 

of guidance.  

 

 

In a Hadith found in Sahih Muslim number 196, the Holy Prophet 

Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, advised that Islam is 

sincerity towards the Holy Quran and the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace 

and blessings be upon him. 

 

 

Sincerity towards the Holy Quran includes having deep respect and love for 

the words of Allah, the Exalted. This sincerity is proven when one fulfils the 

three aspects of the Holy Quran. The first is to recite it correctly and 

regularly. The second is to understand its teachings through a reliable 

source and teacher. The final aspect is to act on the teachings of the Holy 

Quran with the aim of pleasing Allah, the Exalted. The sincere muslim gives 

priority to acting on its teachings over acting on their desires which 

contradict the Holy Quran. Modelling one’s character on the Holy Quran is 

the sign of true sincerity towards the book of Allah, the Exalted. This is the 

tradition of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon 

him, which is confirmed in a Hadith found in Sunan Abu Dawud, number 

1342.  

 



 

The next thing mentioned in the main Hadith under discussion is sincerity 

towards the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him. 

This includes striving to acquire knowledge in order to act on his traditions. 

These traditions include the ones related to Allah, the Exalted, in the form 

of worship, and his blessed noble character towards the creation. Chapter 

68 Al Qalam, verse 4: 

 

 

"And indeed, you are of a great moral character." 

 

 

It includes to accept his commands and prohibitions at all times. This has 

been made a duty by Allah, the Exalted. Chapter 59 Al Hashr, verse 7: 

 

 

"...And whatever the Messenger has given you - take; and what he has 

forbidden you - refrain from..." 

 

 

Sincerity includes to give priority to his traditions over the actions of anyone 

else as all paths to Allah, the Exalted, are closed except the path of the 

Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him. Chapter 3 

Alee Imran, verse 31: 

 

 



"Say, [O Muḥammad], "If you should love Allah, then follow me, [so] Allah 

will love you and forgive you your sins..."  

 

 

One must love all those who supported him during his life and after his 

passing, whether they are from his Family or his Companions, may Allah 

be pleased with them all. Supporting those who walk on his path and teach 

his traditions is a duty on those who desire to be sincere to him. Sincerity 

also includes loving those who love him and disliking those who criticise 

him irrespective, of one’s relationship with these people. This is all 

summarised in a single Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari, number 16. It 

advises that a person cannot have true faith until they love Allah, the 

Exalted, and the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon 

him, more than the entire creation. This love must be shown through 

actions not just words.   

 



“Then he followed a way.” 

 

 

Generally speaking, all people follow a path during their lives.  

 

 

Muslims can be split into three groups. The first group are the best and 

consist of the muslims who hand their lives and possessions over to Allah, 

the Exalted, thereby fulfilling the purpose of their creation. They only take 

from the material world in order to fulfil their necessities and responsibilities 

and dedicate the rest of their efforts in gaining and acting on knowledge so 

that they can strengthen their faith and gain the proximity of Allah, the 

Exalted, in both worlds. Outwardly they may seem as if they do not enjoy 

life in this world but in reality they obtain more peace in it than the other 

types of muslims. Their reckoning on Judgment Day will be easy through 

the mercy of Allah, the Exalted.  

 

 

The second group consists of those muslims who fulfil their obligatory 

duties and whatever traditions of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and 

blessings be upon him, they come across without putting extra effort in 

obtaining or acting on Islamic knowledge. They dedicate the majority of 

their efforts to gaining and enjoying the lawful pleasures of this world. As 

they avoid the unlawful it is hoped they will gain the forgiveness of Allah, 

the Exalted, in the next world. But as they indulged in the material world 

their accountability will be long. And as warned by the Holy Prophet 

Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, in a Hadith found in Sahih 

Bukhari, number 6536, whoever has their deeds scrutinised will be 

punished. Standing and witnessing the horrors of the Day of Judgment for 



an extremely long time because of one's enjoyment in the world is a form of 

punishment.  

 

 

The final group of muslims are the worse type as they do not dedicate their 

lives to Allah, the Exalted, like the best group but neither do they enjoy the 

lawful pleasures of the material world like the second group. These people 

instead hoard the worldly things they obtain without fulfilling their lawful 

desires. This attitude causes them to stand between the two other groups 

meaning, they will not enjoy the lawful things of this world nor will they have 

an easy reckoning on the Day of Judgment because of the worldly things 

they obtained.  

 

 

It is therefore important for muslims not to belong to this final group as this 

is a clear loss. A muslim should try to belong to the best group but if they 

really cannot manage this then they should at least join the second group 

by fulfilling their obligatory duties, enjoy only the lawful pleasures of this 

world and hope for the forgiveness and mercy of Allah, the Exalted.  

 



“Then he followed a way. Until, when he came to the rising of the sun 

[i.e., the east], he found it rising on a people for whom We had not 

made against it any shield.” 

 

 

In a Hadith found in Sunan Ibn Majah, number 4118, the Holy Prophet 

Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, advised that simplicity is a 

part of faith.  

 

 

Islam does not teach muslims to give up all their wealth and lawful desires 

but it instead teaches them to adopt a simple lifestyle in all aspects of their 

life, such as their food, clothing, housing and business, so that it provides 

them free time to prepare for the hereafter adequately. This involves 

fulfilling the commands of Allah, the Exalted, refraining from His 

prohibitions and facing destiny with patience according to the traditions of 

the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him. This 

simple life includes striving in this world in order to fulfill one’s needs and 

the needs of their dependents without excessiveness, waste or 

extravagance.  

 

 

A muslim should understand that the simpler life they lead the less they will 

stress over worldly things and therefore the more they will be able to strive 

for the hereafter thereby, obtaining peace of mind, body and soul. But the 

more complicated a person's life is the more they will stress, encounter 

difficulties and strive less for their hereafter as their preoccupations with 

worldly things will never seem to end. This attitude will prevent them from 

obtaining peace of mind, body and soul.  



 

 

Simplicity leads to a life of ease in this world and a straight forward 

accounting on the Day of Judgment. Whereas, a complicated and indulgent 

life will only lead to a stressful life and a severe and difficult accounting on 

the Day of Judgment.  

 

 



“Then he followed a way. Until, when he came to the rising of the sun 

[i.e., the east], he found it rising on a people for whom We had not 

made against it any shield. Thus, and We had encompassed [all] that 

he had in knowledge.” 

 

 

The divine vision of Allah, the Exalted, encompasses everything 

irrespective of its size or location. In addition, Allah, the Exalted, is a 

witness to the actions of the creation. He observes their outer physical 

actions and inner hidden intentions. Nothing can escape His divine vision. 

 

 

A muslim should therefore strive in obedience to Allah, the Exalted, in order 

to reach the level where they become constantly vigilant of the divine 

vision. This level has been referred to as excellence of faith in a Hadith 

found in Sahih Muslim, number 99. When one is fully aware of the divine 

vision it prevents them from sinning and encourages them to perform 

righteous deeds.  

 

 

A muslim should be an overseer of their own soul and constantly take 

themself into account in order to ensure they do not become heedless. As 

the main cause of sin is heedlessness. The one who takes themself into 

account will find their accountability on Judgement Day easy. Whoever 

does not watch other themself like this will commit sins without even 

realising it. A muslim should also ensure they keep a watchful eye on all 

the people under their care and advise them accordingly as this is a 

responsibility given to them by Allah, the Exalted. This is confirmed in a 

Hadith found in Sunan Abu Dawud, number 2928.



“Then he followed a way. Until, when he came to the rising of the sun 

[i.e., the east], he found it rising on a people for whom We had not 

made against it any shield. Thus, and We had encompassed [all] that 

he had in knowledge.” 

 

 

Allah, the Exalted, is All Knowing as nothing escapes His knowledge 

whether in the Heavens or the Earth whether visible or not. The knowledge 

of Allah, the Exalted, has no limit, it has no beginning and no end and it is 

innate meaning, no one gave it to Him. Every creation which possesses 

knowledge has been granted it by none other than Allah, the Exalted. The 

knowledge of the creation is limited and has a beginning. Allah, the 

Exalted, is fully aware of one's outer and inner beings at all time.  

 

 

The muslim who understands this divine name will refrain from sins both 

outward and inward rightfully believing Allah, the Exalted, knows all this 

and will hold them accountable for their actions. In addition, they will not 

stress about worldly issues understanding that Allah, the Exalted, is fully 

aware of them and will respond to them at the right time.  

 

 

A muslim should act on this divine name by striving to gain and act on 

useful knowledge both worldly and religious which is the path of piety. This 

is the true inheritor of the Holy Prophets, peace be upon them, which has 

been indicated in a Hadith found in Sunan Ibn Majah, number 223. 

 



Chapter 18 – Al Kahf, Verses 92-99 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

“Then he followed a way. 

Until, when he reached [a pass] between two mountains, he found beside 

them a people who could hardly understand [his] speech. 

They said, "O Dhul-Qarnayn, indeed Gog and Magog are [great] corrupters 

in the land. So may we assign for you an expenditure that you might make 

between us and them a barrier?" 

He said, "That in which my Lord has established me is better [than what 

you offer], but assist me with strength [i.e., manpower]; I will make between 

you and them a dam. 

Bring me bars of iron" - until, when he had leveled [them] between the two 

mountain walls, he said, "Blow [with bellows]," until when he had made it 

[like] fire, he said, "Bring me, that I may pour over it molten copper." 

So they [i.e., Gog and Magog] were unable to pass over it, nor were they 

able [to effect] in it any penetration.” 

[Dhul-Qarnayn] said, "This is a mercy from my Lord; but when the promise 

of my Lord comes [i.e., approaches], He will make it level, and ever is the 

promise of my Lord true.” 

And We will leave them that day surging over each other, and [then] the 

Horn will be blown, and We will assemble them in [one] assembly.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 



“Then he followed a way.” 

 

 

Generally speaking, all people follow a path during their lives. This path 

determines if they find peace and success in both worlds. A muslim must 

ensure they remain on the single straight path if they desire to achieve 

these things. This involves sincerely obeying and following the two sources 

of guidance.  

 

 

In a Hadith found in Sahih Muslim number 196, the Holy Prophet 

Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, advised that Islam is 

sincerity towards the Holy Quran and the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace 

and blessings be upon him. 

 

 

Sincerity towards the Holy Quran includes having deep respect and love for 

the words of Allah, the Exalted. This sincerity is proven when one fulfils the 

three aspects of the Holy Quran. The first is to recite it correctly and 

regularly. The second is to understand its teachings through a reliable 

source and teacher. The final aspect is to act on the teachings of the Holy 

Quran with the aim of pleasing Allah, the Exalted. The sincere muslim gives 

priority to acting on its teachings over acting on their desires which 

contradict the Holy Quran. Modelling one’s character on the Holy Quran is 

the sign of true sincerity towards the book of Allah, the Exalted. This is the 

tradition of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon 

him, which is confirmed in a Hadith found in Sunan Abu Dawud, number 

1342.  

 



 

The next thing mentioned in the main Hadith under discussion is sincerity 

towards the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him. 

This includes striving to acquire knowledge in order to act on his traditions. 

These traditions include the ones related to Allah, the Exalted, in the form 

of worship, and his blessed noble character towards the creation. Chapter 

68 Al Qalam, verse 4: 

 

 

"And indeed, you are of a great moral character." 

 

 

It includes to accept his commands and prohibitions at all times. This has 

been made a duty by Allah, the Exalted. Chapter 59 Al Hashr, verse 7: 

 

 

"...And whatever the Messenger has given you - take; and what he has 

forbidden you - refrain from..." 

 

 

Sincerity includes to give priority to his traditions over the actions of anyone 

else as all paths to Allah, the Exalted, are closed except the path of the 

Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him. Chapter 3 

Alee Imran, verse 31: 

 

 



"Say, [O Muḥammad], "If you should love Allah, then follow me, [so] Allah 

will love you and forgive you your sins..."  

 

 

One must love all those who supported him during his life and after his 

passing, whether they are from his Family or his Companions, may Allah 

be pleased with them all. Supporting those who walk on his path and teach 

his traditions is a duty on those who desire to be sincere to him. Sincerity 

also includes loving those who love him and disliking those who criticise 

him irrespective, of one’s relationship with these people. This is all 

summarised in a single Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari, number 16. It 

advises that a person cannot have true faith until they love Allah, the 

Exalted, and the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon 

him, more than the entire creation. This love must be shown through 

actions not just words.   

 



“Then he followed a way.” 

 

 

Generally speaking, all people follow a path during their lives.  

 

 

Muslims can be split into three groups. The first group are the best and 

consist of the muslims who hand their lives and possessions over to Allah, 

the Exalted, thereby fulfilling the purpose of their creation. They only take 

from the material world in order to fulfil their necessities and responsibilities 

and dedicate the rest of their efforts in gaining and acting on knowledge so 

that they can strengthen their faith and gain the proximity of Allah, the 

Exalted, in both worlds. Outwardly they may seem as if they do not enjoy 

life in this world but in reality they obtain more peace in it than the other 

types of muslims. Their reckoning on Judgment Day will be easy through 

the mercy of Allah, the Exalted.  

 

 

The second group consists of those muslims who fulfil their obligatory 

duties and whatever traditions of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and 

blessings be upon him, they come across without putting extra effort in 

obtaining or acting on Islamic knowledge. They dedicate the majority of 

their efforts to gaining and enjoying the lawful pleasures of this world. As 

they avoid the unlawful it is hoped they will gain the forgiveness of Allah, 

the Exalted, in the next world. But as they indulged in the material world 

their accountability will be long. And as warned by the Holy Prophet 

Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, in a Hadith found in Sahih 

Bukhari, number 6536, whoever has their deeds scrutinised will be 

punished. Standing and witnessing the horrors of the Day of Judgment for 



an extremely long time because of one's enjoyment in the world is a form of 

punishment.  

 

 

The final group of muslims are the worse type as they do not dedicate their 

lives to Allah, the Exalted, like the best group but neither do they enjoy the 

lawful pleasures of the material world like the second group. These people 

instead hoard the worldly things they obtain without fulfilling their lawful 

desires. This attitude causes them to stand between the two other groups 

meaning, they will not enjoy the lawful things of this world nor will they have 

an easy reckoning on the Day of Judgment because of the worldly things 

they obtained.  

 

 

It is therefore important for muslims not to belong to this final group as this 

is a clear loss. A muslim should try to belong to the best group but if they 

really cannot manage this then they should at least join the second group 

by fulfilling their obligatory duties, enjoy only the lawful pleasures of this 

world and hope for the forgiveness and mercy of Allah, the Exalted.  

 



“Then he followed a way. Until, when he reached [a pass] between 

two mountains, he found beside them a people who could hardly 

understand [his] speech. They said, "O Dhul-Qarnayn, indeed Gog 

and Magog are [great] corrupters in the land…”” 

 

 

Corruption is when a person abuses the blessings they possess, especially 

their social influence, in order to gain worldly things, such as power and 

wealth. It affects a muslim’s duties towards Allah, the Exalted, and leads to 

much sins against people, such as oppression.  

 

 

A Hadith found in Sunan Ibn Majah, number 4019, warns that when the 

general public cheats each other financially Allah, the Exalted, punishes 

them by appointing oppressive leaders over them. One aspect of this 

oppression is corruption which causes the general public great distress. 

The same Hadith warns that when the general public break their covenant 

of sincere obedience to Allah, the Exalted, then they will be overpowered 

by their enemies who will illegally confiscate their wealth and property from 

them. Again, this is an aspect of corruption where people of influence, such 

as government officials, freely take the belongings of others without any 

fear of the consequences. When the general public becomes corrupt then 

their leaders and other people in influential social positions are inspired to 

act in the same way believing this behaviour is accepted by the general 

public. This leads to corruption on a national level. But if the general public 

obeyed Allah, the Exalted, and avoided mistreating others through 

corruption then their leaders and those in an influential social position 

would not dare act in a corrupt way full well knowing the general public 

would not stand for it. And according to the Hadith quoted earlier, if the 

general public remain obedient to Allah, the Exalted, He would protect them 



from corrupt officials by appointing people into influential positions who are 

just in their affairs.  

 

 

Instead of taking the immature path of blaming others for the widespread 

corruption observed in the world muslims should truly reflect on their own 

behaviour and if necessary adjust their attitude. Otherwise, corruption in 

society will only increase with the passing of time. No one should believe 

that as they are not in an influential social position they have no effect on 

the corruption which occurs in society. As proven by this discussion 

corruption occurs because of the negative behaviour of the general public 

and it therefore can only be removed by the good behaviour of the general 

public. Chapter 13 Ar Ra’d, verse 11: 

 

 

“…Indeed, Allah will not change the condition of a people until they change 

what is in themselves…” 

 

 



“Then he followed a way. Until, when he reached [a pass] between 

two mountains, he found beside them a people who could hardly 

understand [his] speech. They said, "O Dhul-Qarnayn, indeed Gog 

and Magog are [great] corrupters in the land…”” 

 

 

In a Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari, number 2447, the Holy Prophet 

Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, warned that oppression will 

become a darkness on the Day of Judgment. 

 

 

This is vital to avoid as those who find themselves plunged in darkness are 

unlikely to find their way to Paradise. Only those who will be provided a 

guiding light will be able to do this successfully.  

 

 

Oppression can take many forms. The first type is when one fails to fulfill 

the commands of Allah, the Exalted, and refrain from His prohibitions. Even 

though this has no effect on the infinite status of Allah, the Exalted, it will 

cause the person to become submerged into darkness in both worlds. 

According to a Hadith found in Sunan Ibn Majah, number 4244, whenever a 

person commits a sin a black spot is etched on their spiritual heart. The 

more they sin the more their heart will become encompassed by darkness. 

This will prevent them from accepting and following true guidance in this 

world which will ultimately lead to darkness in the next world. Chapter 83 Al 

Mutaffifin, verse 14: 

 

 



“No! Rather, the stain has covered their hearts of that which they were 

earning.” 

 

 

The next type of oppression is when one oppresses themself by not 

fulfilling the trust they have been granted by Allah, the Exalted, in the form 

of their body and other worldly blessings they possess. The greatest of 

which is one's faith. This must be protected and strengthened through 

gaining and acting on Islamic knowledge.  

 

 

The final type of oppression is when one mistreats others. Allah, the 

Exalted, will not forgive these sins until the oppressor’s victim forgives them 

first. As people are not so merciful this is unlikely to happen. Then justice 

will be established on Judgment Day where the oppressor’s righteous 

deeds will be given to their victim and if necessary the victim’s sins will be 

given to the oppressor. This may lead to the oppressor being hurled into 

Hell. This has been warned in a Hadith found in Sahih Muslim, number 

6579. One should therefore treat others how they wish to be treated by 

people. A muslim should avoid all forms of oppression if they desire a 

guiding light in this world and in the next.  

 



“Then he followed a way. Until, when he reached [a pass] between 

two mountains, he found beside them a people who could hardly 

understand [his] speech. They said, "O Dhul-Qarnayn, indeed Gog 

and Magog are [great] corrupters in the land. So may we assign for 

you an expenditure that you might make between us and them a 

barrier?" He said, "That in which my Lord has established me is better 

[than what you offer]…”” 

 

 

In a Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari, number 6470, the Holy Prophet 

Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, advised that whoever holds 

back from asking others will be granted independence. And whoever 

sincerely tries to be patient will be granted patience by Allah, the Exalted. 

And whoever is content with what they possess will be made self-sufficient. 

He concluded that there is no gift greater than patience.  

 

 

There is no harm in asking for help from others when one is in need but a 

muslim should not get into this habit as it can lead to a loss of self-respect. 

This can be dangerous as the one who loses self-respect is more likely to 

commit sins as they stop caring what Allah, the Exalted, and others think 

about them.  

 

 

In addition, a muslim should strive to utilize all the means they have been 

granted before turning to others for help. The one who behaves in this 

manner will be granted independence of people by Allah, the Exalted. A 

muslim must force patience on themself especially, during times of 

difficulty. The best way to achieve this is by gaining and acting on Islamic 

knowledge. For example, the one who knows Allah, the Exalted, will give 



an uncountable reward to the patient muslim is more likely to be patient 

than the one who is ignorant of this fact. Chapter 39 Az Zumar, verse 10: 

 

 

“…Indeed, the patient will be given their reward without account [i.e., limit]." 

 

 

The truly rich person is the one who is not needy and greedy for things. 

This occurs when one becomes satisfied with what they have been granted 

by Allah, the Exalted, which is achieved when one rightfully believes that 

Allah, the Exalted, gives what is best to each person according to His 

infinite knowledge. Chapter 2 Al Baqarah, verse 216: 

 

 

“…But perhaps you hate a thing and it is good for you; and perhaps you 

love a thing and it is bad for you. And Allah knows, while you know not.” 

 

 

This person is truly rich whereas the one who is always greedy and needy 

for things is poor even if they possess much wealth. This has been 

indicated in a Hadith found in Sahih Muslim, number 2420. 

 

 

Finally, patience is important to adopt as it is required in each element of 

obeying Allah, the Exalted. This involves fulfilling His commands, refraining 

from His prohibitions and when facing destiny. Put simply, success in 

worldly or religious matters is not possible without patience. 



“Then he followed a way. Until, when he reached [a pass] between 

two mountains, he found beside them a people who could hardly 

understand [his] speech. They said, "O Dhul-Qarnayn, indeed Gog 

and Magog are [great] corrupters in the land. So may we assign for 

you an expenditure that you might make between us and them a 

barrier?" He said, "That in which my Lord has established me is better 

[than what you offer]…”” 

 

 

He did not take a wage for his help as he did it in order to solely please 

Allah, the Exalted. Even though he was entitled to take a fair payment for 

his assistance but he chose the higher station. 

 

 

In a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 3154, the Holy Prophet 

Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, warned that those who 

perform deeds for the sake of people, such as showing off, instead of doing 

them for the pleasure of Allah, the Exalted, will be told to gain their reward 

on Judgment Day from the people they acted for which in reality is not 

possible to do. 

 

  

It is important to understand that the foundation of all deeds and even Islam 

itself is one’s intention. It is the very thing which Allah, the Exalted, judges 

people on according to a Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari, number 1. A 

muslim should ensure they perform all religious and useful worldly actions 

for the sake of Allah, the Exalted, so that they gain reward from Him in both 

worlds. A sign of this correct mentality is that this person neither expects 

nor desires people to appreciate or show gratitude to them for the deeds 

they perform. If one desires this then it indicates their incorrect intention.  



 

 

In addition, acting with the correct intention prevents sadness and 

bitterness as the one who acts for the sake of people will eventually 

encounter ungrateful people who will make them annoyed and bitter as 

they feel they wasted their effort and time. Unfortunately, this is seen in 

parents and relatives as they often fulfill their duties towards their children 

and relatives for their sake instead of for the pleasure of Allah, the Exalted. 

But the one who acts for the sake of Allah, the exalted, will fulfill all their 

duties towards others such as their children and never become bitter or 

enraged when they fail to show gratitude towards them. This attitude leads 

to peace of mind and general happiness as they know Allah, the Exalted, is 

fully aware of their righteous deed and will reward them for it. This is the 

way all muslims must act otherwise they may well be left empty handed on 

the Day of Judgment.  

 

 

 



“Then he followed a way. Until, when he reached [a pass] between 

two mountains, he found beside them a people who could hardly 

understand [his] speech. They said, "O Dhul-Qarnayn, indeed Gog 

and Magog are [great] corrupters in the land. So may we assign for 

you an expenditure that you might make between us and them a 

barrier?" He said, "That in which my Lord has established me is better 

[than what you offer]…”” 

 

 

These verses also indicate the importance of a person appreciating what 

Allah, the Exalted, has granted them instead of looking at what others 

have. 

 

 

In a Hadith found in Sunan Ibn Majah, number 4142, the Holy Prophet 

Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, advised muslims to 

observe those who possess less worldly things than them instead of those 

who possess more as this will prevent them from becoming ungrateful.  

 

 

Unfortunately, some incorrectly observe the lives of others which appear to 

be better than their own life. For example, normal people often observe 

celebrities and mistakenly believe their life is better. In most cases, this 

concept is not true. As people who appear to be in a better situation may 

well be facing difficulties which would make others not wish to trade places 

with them. An outsider will only observe things from one point of view. But if 

they could see the whole story they would realise everyone faces problems 

and no one has the perfect life irrespective of what their own or how 

famous they are. Often this misconception is caused by the media. But 

people fail to remember that the aim of the media is to paint a certain 



picture of the lives of celebrities which look appealing to read about. In 

most cases, if they only reported facts without sugar coating them the 

majority of their customers would turn away from them. 

 

  

Muslims must avoid this false belief as it is a tool of the Devil who uses it to 

inspire people to become ungrateful over what they possess. The correct 

mind-set which has been advised in this Hadith will prevent one becoming 

ungrateful to Allah, the Exalted. Whenever a muslim feels ungrateful they 

should shift their focus to the countless people who are living in severe 

poverty and facing much greater hardships than them. 

 

  

The grass is not greener on the other side of the fence it is in fact green 

enough on one’s own side. Chapter 2 Al Baqarah, verse 216: 

 

 

“…But perhaps you hate a thing and it is good for you; and perhaps you 

love a thing and it is bad for you. And Allah knows, while you know not.” 

 
 

 



“Then he followed a way. Until, when he reached [a pass] between 

two mountains, he found beside them a people who could hardly 

understand [his] speech. They said, "O Dhul-Qarnayn, indeed Gog 

and Magog are [great] corrupters in the land. So may we assign for 

you an expenditure that you might make between us and them a 

barrier?" He said, "…assist me with strength [i.e., manpower]; I will 

make between you and them a dam. Bring me bars of iron" - until, 

when he had leveled [them] between the two mountain walls, he said, 

"Blow [with bellows]," until when he had made it [like] fire, he said, 

"Bring me, that I may pour over it molten copper." So they [i.e., Gog 

and Magog] were unable to pass over it, nor were they able [to effect] 

in it any penetration.” 

 

 

Since the passing of the righteous predecessors the strength of the muslim 

nation has weakened dramatically. It is logical that the greater the number 

of people in a group the stronger the group will become yet muslims have 

somehow defied this logic. The strength of the muslim nation has only 

decreased as the number of muslims have increased. One of the main 

reasons this has occurred is connected to chapter 5 Al Ma’idah, verse 2 of 

the Holy Quran:  

 

 

“…And cooperate in righteousness and piety, but do not cooperate in sin 

and aggression…” 

 

 

Allah, the Exalted, clearly commands muslims to aid each other in any 

matter which is good and not support each other in any matter which is 

bad. This is what the righteous predecessors acted on but many muslims 



have failed to follow in their footsteps. Many muslims now observe who is 

doing an action instead of observing what they are doing. If the person is 

linked to them for example, a relative, they support them even if the thing is 

not good. Similarly, if the person has no relationship with them they turn 

away from supporting them even if the thing is good. This attitude 

completely contradicts the traditions of the righteous predecessors. They 

would support others in good irrespective of who was doing it. In fact, they 

went so far on acting on this verse of the Holy Quran that they would even 

support those they did not get on with as long as it was a good thing.  

 

 

The other thing connected to this is that many muslims fail to support each 

other in good as they believe the person they are supporting will gain more 

prominence than them. This condition has even affected scholars and 

Islamic educational institutes. They make lame excuses not to aid others in 

good as they do not have a relationship with them and they fear their own 

institution will be forgotten and those they help will gain further respect in 

society. But this is completely wrong as one only needs to turn the pages of 

history to observe the truth. As long as one's intention is to please Allah, 

the Exalted, supporting others in good will increase their respect within 

society. Allah, the Exalted, will cause the hearts of the people to turn to 

them even if their support is for another organisation, institution or person. 

For example, when the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be 

upon him, departed this world Umar Bin Khattab, may Allah be pleased 

with him, could have easily challenged for the Caliphate and would have 

found plenty of support in his favour. But he knew the right thing to do was 

to nominate Abu Bakkar Siddique, may Allah be pleased with him, as the 

first Caliph of Islam. Umar Bin Khattab, may Allah be pleased with him, did 

not worry about being forgotten by society if he supported another person. 

He instead obeyed the command in the verse mentioned earlier and 

supported what was right. This is confirmed in the Hadiths found in Sahih 

Bukhari numbers 3667 and 3668. The honour and respect of Umar Bin 



Khattab, may Allah be pleased with him, within society only increased by 

this action. This is obvious to those who are aware of Islamic history.  

 

 

Muslims must reflect on this deeply, change their mentality and strive to aid 

others in good irrespective of who is doing it and not hold back fearing their 

support will cause them to be forgotten within society. Those who obey 

Allah, the Exalted, will never be forgotten in both this world and the next. In 

fact, their respect and honour will only grow in both worlds.  

 

 

 

 



“Then he followed a way. Until, when he reached [a pass] between 

two mountains, he found beside them a people who could hardly 

understand [his] speech. They said, "O Dhul-Qarnayn, indeed Gog 

and Magog are [great] corrupters in the land. So may we assign for 

you an expenditure that you might make between us and them a 

barrier?" He said, "…assist me with strength [i.e., manpower]; I will 

make between you and them a dam. Bring me bars of iron" - until, 

when he had leveled [them] between the two mountain walls, he said, 

"Blow [with bellows]," until when he had made it [like] fire, he said, 

"Bring me, that I may pour over it molten copper." So they [i.e., Gog 

and Magog] were unable to pass over it, nor were they able [to effect] 

in it any penetration.” 

 

 

In a Hadith found in Sahih Muslim, number 6853, the Holy Prophet 

Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, advised that whoever 

relieves the distress of a muslim Allah, the Exalted, will relieve a hardship 

from them on the Day of Judgment. 

 

  

This shows that a muslim is treated by Allah, the Exalted, in the same way 

they act. There are many examples of this within the teachings of Islam. 

For example, chapter 2 Al Baqarah, verse 152: 

 

 

“So remember Me; I will remember you…” 

 

 



Another example is mentioned in a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, 

number 1924. The Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon 

him, advised that the one who shows mercy to others will receive mercy 

from Allah, the Exalted.  

 

 

A distress is anything which causes someone to fall into anxiety and 

difficulty. Therefore, the one who eases such a distress for another whether 

worldly or religious for the sake of Allah, the Exalted, will be protected from 

a hardship on Judgment Day by Allah, the Exalted. This has been indicated 

in different ways in many Hadiths. For example, the Holy Prophet 

Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, advised in a Hadith found 

in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 2449, that the one who feeds a hungry muslim 

will be fed the fruits of Paradise on the Day of Judgment. And the one who 

gives a drink to a thirsty muslim will be given a drink from Paradise by 

Allah, the Exalted, on the Day of Judgment.  

 

 

As the difficulties of the hereafter are much greater than those found in the 

world this reward is held back for a muslim until they reach the hereafter.  

 

 

The next thing mentioned in the main Hadith under discussion is that Allah, 

the Exalted, will continue helping a muslim as long as they are helping 

others. A muslim must understand that when they strive for something or 

are aided by another person to complete a particular task the outcome may 

be successful or end in failure. But when Allah, the Exalted, helps someone 

with anything a successful outcome is guaranteed. Therefore, muslims 

should, for their own sake, strive to help others in all good things so that 



they receive the help of Allah, the Exalted, in both worldly and religious 

matters.  

 

 



“He said, "…assist me with strength [i.e., manpower]; I will make 

between you and them a dam. Bring me bars of iron" - until, when he 

had leveled [them] between the two mountain walls, he said, "Blow 

[with bellows]," until when he had made it [like] fire, he said, "Bring 

me, that I may pour over it molten copper." So they [i.e., Gog and 

Magog] were unable to pass over it, nor were they able [to effect] in it 

any penetration. [Dhul-Qarnayn] said, "This is a mercy from my 

Lord…”” 

 

 

Allah, the Exalted, safeguards and preserves the creation and takes care of 

them with special care. He protects the obedient from the plots and traps of 

the Devil and He safeguards the disobedient from His immediate 

punishment in order to give them an opportunity to sincerely repent.  

 

 

A muslim should act on this divine name by using the means provided to 

them by Allah, the Exalted, but always trust in His divine care and choices 

in every situation and outcome they face even if they do not observe the 

wisdom behind some choices. This inspires patience and even 

contentment with the choice of Allah, the Exalted. Chapter 65 At Talaq, 

verse 3: 

 

 

“…And whoever relies upon Allah - then He is sufficient for him…” 

 

 



A muslim should also understand that they will only be protected from 

misguidance and punishment by the Guardian namely, Allah, the Exalted. 

This removes any signs of pride and ensures they seek His protection 

through sincere obedience to Him. A muslim must act on this divine name 

by safeguarding every trust they possess such as their blessings by using 

them according to the teachings of Islam. They should safeguard their 

actions and speech from the disobedience of Allah, the Exalted. This will 

ensure they receive more blessings from Allah, the Exalted. Chapter 14 

Ibrahim, verse 7: 

 

 

“And [remember] when your Lord proclaimed, 'If you are grateful, I will 

surely increase you [in favor]…” 

 

 



“He said, "…assist me with strength [i.e., manpower]; I will make 

between you and them a dam. Bring me bars of iron" - until, when he 

had leveled [them] between the two mountain walls, he said, "Blow 

[with bellows]," until when he had made it [like] fire, he said, "Bring 

me, that I may pour over it molten copper." So they [i.e., Gog and 

Magog] were unable to pass over it, nor were they able [to effect] in it 

any penetration. [Dhul-Qarnayn] said, "This is a mercy from my 

Lord…”” 

 

 

This reminds muslims that when they achieve something good they should 

always acknowledge the help of Allah, the Exalted, which made the task 

possible. 

 

 

A muslim must understand that their righteous deeds are a blessing from 

Allah, the Exalted, as the inspiration, knowledge, strength and opportunity 

to perform them comes from Allah, the Exalted. Therefore, muslims will 

only enter Paradise through the mercy of Allah, the Exalted. Understanding 

this fact prevents the deadly characteristic of pride. An atom’s worth of 

which is enough to take one to Hell. This has been warned in a Hadith 

found in Sahih Muslim, number 266. 

 

 

The servants of Allah, the Exalted, have understood that anything good 

they possess is solely because Allah, the Exalted, granted it to them. And 

any evil they are saved from is because Allah, the Exalted, protected them. 

Is it not foolish to be proud of something that does not belong to someone? 

Just like a person does not boast about a sports car which does not belong 

to them muslims must realize nothing in reality belongs to them. This 



attitude ensures one remains humble at all times. The humble servants of 

Allah, the Exalted, fully believe in the Hadith of the Holy Prophet 

Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, found in Sahih Bukhari, 

number 5673, which declares that the righteous deeds of a person will not 

take them to Paradise. Only the mercy of Allah, the Exalted, can cause this 

to occur. This is because every righteous deed is only possible when Allah, 

the Exalted, provides one with the knowledge, strength, opportunity and 

inspiration to perform it. Even the acceptance of the deed is dependent on 

the mercy of Allah, the Exalted. When one bares this in mind it saves them 

from pride and inspires them to adopt humility. One should always 

remember that being humble is not a sign of weakness as Islam has 

encouraged one to defend themself if necessary. In other words, Islam 

teaches muslims to be humble without weakness. In fact, the Holy Prophet 

Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, has confirmed in a Hadith 

found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 2029, that whoever humbles themself 

before Allah, the Exalted, will be raised by Him. So in reality, humility leads 

to honor in both worlds. One only needs to reflect on the most humble of 

the creation to understand this fact namely, the Holy Prophet Muhammad, 

peace and blessings be upon him. Allah, the Exalted, has clearly ordered 

people by ordering the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be 

upon him, to adopt this important quality. Chapter 26 Ash Shu’ara, verse 

215: 

 

 

“And lower your wing [i.e., show kindness] to those who follow you of the 

believers.”  

 

 

The Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, led a 

humble life. For example, he happily carried out the domestic duties at 



home thereby proving these chores are gender-neutral. This is confirmed in 

Imam Bukhari’s, Adab Al Mufrad, number 538. 

 

  

Chapter 25 Al Furqan, verse 63, shows that humility is an inner 

characteristic that manifests outwards such as the way one walks. This is 

discussed in another verse chapter 31 Luqman, verse 18: 

 

 

“And do not turn your cheek [in contempt] toward people and do not walk 

through the earth exultantly…” 

 

 

Allah, the Exalted, has made it clear that Paradise is for the humble 

servants who possess no trace of pride. Chapter 28 Al Qasas, verse 83: 

 

 

“That home of the Hereafter We assign to those who do not desire 

exaltedness upon the earth or corruption. And the [best] outcome is for the 

righteous.” 

 

 

In fact, the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, 

has confirmed in a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 1998, that 

whoever possesses an atom’s worth of pride will not enter Paradise. Only 

Allah, the Exalted, has the right to be proud as He is the Creator, Sustainer 

and Owner of the entire universe. 



 

 

It is important to note, pride is when one believes they are superior to 

others and rejects the truth when it is presented to them as they dislike 

accepting the truth when it comes from other than them. This is confirmed 

in a Hadith found in Sunan Abu Dawud, number 4092. 

 



“[Dhul-Qarnayn] said, "This is a mercy from my Lord…”” 

 

 

Allah, the Exalted, is the Most Merciful according to His infinite status. This 

attribute means that Allah, the Exalted, bestows countless favours on the 

creation and is always extremely kind to them. This same characteristic has 

been attributed to others such as the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and 

blessings be upon him. Chapter 9 At Tawbah, verse 128: 

 

 

“There has certainly come to you a Messenger from among yourselves. 

Grievous to him is what you suffer; [he is] concerned over you [i.e., your 

guidance] and to the believers is kind and merciful.” 

 

 

When used in reference to the creation merciful means soft-hearted and 

compassionate. A muslim must adopt these qualities by looking at the 

creation through the eye of mercy and by treating them with mercy and 

compassion whether they are obedient or sinful. Many Hadiths such as the 

one found in Sahih Muslim, number 6030, indicate that the one who does 

not show mercy to others will not be shown mercy by Allah, the Exalted. So 

it is vital for muslims to show mercy to all through their actions such as 

financial and physical help and through their words such as supplicating for 

them. Islam in fact rewards a muslim who shows mercy to all living things 

such as animals. This has been confirmed in a Hadith found in Sunan Abu 

Dawud, number 2550. In addition, the mercy they show should not be 

selective or occasional instead they should strive to demonstrate mercy at 

all times with all of creation. 

 



“He said, "…assist me with strength [i.e., manpower]; I will make 

between you and them a dam. Bring me bars of iron" - until, when he 

had leveled [them] between the two mountain walls, he said, "Blow 

[with bellows]," until when he had made it [like] fire, he said, "Bring 

me, that I may pour over it molten copper." So they [i.e., Gog and 

Magog] were unable to pass over it, nor were they able [to effect] in it 

any penetration. [Dhul-Qarnayn] said, "…but when the promise of my 

Lord comes [i.e., approaches], He will make it level, and ever is the 

promise of my Lord true." And We will leave them that day surging 

over each other, and [then] the Horn will be blown…” 

 

 

The wall will break and the Gog Magog tribe will unleash evil on Earth. This 

will occur very close to the end of time after the Holy Prophet Eesa, peace 

be upon him, descends from the Heavens and kills the Anti-Christ. This has 

been discussed in detail in many Hadiths such as the one found in Sahih 

Muslim, number 7373. 

 

 

This reminds Muslims that they must make use of the blessings they have 

been granted by using them in ways pleasing to Allah, the Exalted, before 

their time runs out. 

 

 

In reality, in most cases nothing in this material world in itself is good or 

bad, such as wealth. What makes a thing good or bad is the way it is used. 

It is important to understand that the very purpose of everything which was 

created by Allah, the Exalted, was for it to be used correctly according to 

the teachings of Islam. When something is not used correctly it in reality 

becomes useless. For example, wealth is useful in both worlds when it is 



used correctly such as being spent on the necessities of a person and their 

dependents. But it can become useless and even a curse for its bearer if it 

is not used correctly, such as being hoarded or spent on sinful things. 

Simply hoarding wealth causes wealth to lose value. How can paper and 

metal coins one tucks away be useful? In this respect, there is no 

difference between a blank piece of paper and a note of money. It is only 

useful when it is used correctly.  

 

 

So if a muslim desires all their worldly possessions to become a blessing 

for them in both worlds all they have to do is use them correctly according 

to the teachings found in the Holy Quran and the traditions of the Holy 

Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him. But if they use 

them incorrectly then the same blessing will become a burden and curse 

for them in both worlds. It is as simple as that.  

 

 

  

 

 



“He said, "…assist me with strength [i.e., manpower]; I will make 

between you and them a dam. Bring me bars of iron" - until, when he 

had leveled [them] between the two mountain walls, he said, "Blow 

[with bellows]," until when he had made it [like] fire, he said, "Bring 

me, that I may pour over it molten copper." So they [i.e., Gog and 

Magog] were unable to pass over it, nor were they able [to effect] in it 

any penetration. [Dhul-Qarnayn] said, "…but when the promise of my 

Lord comes [i.e., approaches], He will make it level, and ever is the 

promise of my Lord true." And We will leave them that day surging 

over each other, and [then] the Horn will be blown…” 

 

 

The wall will break and the God Magog tribe will unleash evil on Earth. This 

will occur very close to the end of time after the Holy Prophet Eesa, peace 

be upon him, descends from the Heavens and kills the Anti-Christ. This has 

been discussed in detail in many Hadiths such as the one found in Sahih 

Muslim, number 7373. 

 

 

This reminds Muslims that they must make use of the blessings they have 

been granted by using them in ways pleasing to Allah, the Exalted, before 

their time runs out. One can adopt the correct attitude when they 

understand the purpose of these blessings. 

 

 

Every worldly blessing a muslim possesses is only a means which should 

aid them in reaching the hereafter safely. It is not an end in itself. For 

example, wealth is a means one should use in order to obey Allah, the 

Exalted, by fulfilling the commands of Allah, the Exalted, fulfilling their 



necessities and the necessities of their dependents. It is not an end or an 

ultimate goal in itself.  

 

 

This not only aids a muslim in maintaining their focus on the hereafter but it 

also aids them whenever they lose worldly blessings. When a muslim treats 

each worldly blessing, such as a child, as a means to please Allah, the 

Exalted, and reach the hereafter safely then losing it will not have such a 

detrimental impact on them. They may become sad, which is an acceptable 

emotion, but they will not become grieved which leads to impatience and 

other mental problems, such as depression. This is because they firmly 

believe the worldly blessing they possessed was only a means so losing it 

does not cause a loss in the ultimate goal namely, Paradise, the loss of 

which is disastrous. Therefore, still possessing and concentrating on the 

ultimate goal will prevent them from becoming grieved.  

 

 

In addition, they will understand that just like the thing they lost was only a 

means they firmly believe they will be provided with another means to 

reach and fulfil their ultimate goal by Allah, the Exalted. This will also 

prevent them from grieving. Whereas, the one who believes their worldly 

blessing is the end instead of a means will experience severe grief when 

losing it as their whole purpose and objective has been lost. This grief will 

lead to depression and other mental issues.  

 

 

To conclude, muslims should treat each blessing they possess as a means 

to reach the hereafter safely not as an end in itself. This is how one can 

possess things without being possessed by them. This is how they can 

keep worldly things in their hands and not in their hearts.  



“He said, "…assist me with strength [i.e., manpower]; I will make 

between you and them a dam. Bring me bars of iron" - until, when he 

had leveled [them] between the two mountain walls, he said, "Blow 

[with bellows]," until when he had made it [like] fire, he said, "Bring 

me, that I may pour over it molten copper." So they [i.e., Gog and 

Magog] were unable to pass over it, nor were they able [to effect] in it 

any penetration. [Dhul-Qarnayn] said, "…but when the promise of my 

Lord comes [i.e., approaches], He will make it level, and ever is the 

promise of my Lord true." And We will leave them that day surging 

over each other, and [then] the Horn will be blown…” 

 

 

Scholars have debated for many generations about the Gog Magog and 

the barrier Dhul Qarnayn built. But the important thing to note, is that 

Muslims should never fall into arguments over this and similar issues to the 

point that it creates enmity between them. In addition, knowing the 

information beyond what the Holy Quran and the traditions of the Holy 

Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, have mentioned 

will not affect their faith and obedience to Allah, the Exalted. Neither will 

this be questioned about on the Day of Judgement by Allah, the Exalted, 

otherwise the Muslim nation would have been informed of this. So 

spending countless hours arguing, debating and publishing books 

discussing this issue does not make sense. Muslims should instead 

concentrate more on the things which when clarified will increase their 

sincere obedience to Allah, the Exalted, in the form of fulfilling His 

commands, refraining from His prohibitions and facing destiny with 

patience according to the traditions of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace 

and blessings be upon him, and concentrate on those things which will be 

questioned about on Judgement Day, such as fulfilling the rights of people. 

Unfortunately, arguing and debating over these types of issues has 

distracted Muslims from concentrating on more important things and issues 

and this is one of the reasons why the general strength of the Muslim 

nation has declined over time. 



 

 

This issue is connected to a Hadith of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace 

and blessings be upon him, which is found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 

2518. It advises that a Muslim should leave a thing which creates doubt in 

them and act on the things which create no doubt in them. The vast 

majority of Muslims are aware of the obligatory duties and the majority of 

the unlawful things, such as drinking alcohol. So these things create no 

doubt within Muslims therefore they should act accordingly meaning, fulfil 

the obligatory duties and abstain from unlawful things.  

 

 

All other things which are not obligatory and create a doubt in society 

should therefore be avoided. Allah, the Exalted, will not question why 

someone did not perform a voluntary deed on Judgement Day. Instead, He 

will question why they performed a voluntary deed. Therefore, leaving the 

voluntary action will have no consequences in the hereafter whereas 

performing a voluntary deed will namely, punishment, reward or 

forgiveness. It is important for Muslims to act on this short but extremely 

important Hadith as it will solve and prevent many problems and debates. 

In fact, this is the advice given in another Hadith of the Holy Prophet 

Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, which is found in Jami At 

Tirmidhi, number 1205. It advises that both the lawful and unlawful things in 

Islam have been made clear to mankind and all other matters of voluntary 

actions which create doubt should be left aside. This attitude will protect 

one’s religion and honour.  

 



“…and [then] the Horn will be blown, and We will assemble them in 

[one] assembly.” 

 

 

The trumpet blast will lead to the death of the creation. This has been 

confirmed in a Hadith found in Sahih Muslim, number 7381. The 

important thing to learn is that this is a call which no one can or will 

reject responding to. It will lead to the resurrection and final judgment. 

Therefore, muslims should respond to the call of Allah, the Exalted, 

through the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon 

him, through sincere obedience by fulfilling the commands of Allah, the 

Exalted, refraining from His prohibitions and by facing destiny with 

patience according to the traditions of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, 

peace and blessings be upon him. Chapter 8 An Anfal, verse 24: 

 

  

“O you who have believed, respond to Allah and to the Messenger when 

he calls you to that which gives you life…” 

 

 

Whoever responds to this call in this world will find the final call easy to 

endure and respond to. Whereas, the one who lives heedless to the call 

of Allah, the Exalted, in this world will not find peace in it and they will be 

forced to answer the call of the trumpet which will be a great burden for 

them to endure and respond to. A person can only ignore the call of 

Allah, the Exalted, for so long as the final call will occur, sooner or later, 

and no one will be able to avoid or ignore it. If this is inevitable it makes 

sense that one respond to it now, today, instead of living in 

heedlessness. If one hears the trumpet blast while heedless no action or 

regret will benefit them and what comes after for this person will be even 

more terrifying.  

 



“…and [then] the Horn will be blown, and We will assemble them in 

[one] assembly.” 

 

 

In a Hadith found in Sahih Muslim, number 7232, the Holy Prophet 

Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, advised that people will 

be resurrected on Judgment Day in the same state they died on Earth. 

 

  

This means that if a person dies on good they will be resurrected on 

good. But if they die on evil they will be raised in an evil way.  

 

 

A muslim should not live in heedlessness by believing just because they 

have faith in Islam it guarantees they will die and therefore be raised in a 

good state on Judgment Day. If they persist on the disobedience of 

Allah, the Exalted, and then die in this state without sincerely repenting 

then they will be raised in an evil way. It does not take a scholar to 

determine what will happen to this person on Judgment Day.  

 

 

From this Hadith one can understand that the way they will die will be in 

the same state they have lived. Meaning, if they lived in the obedience of 

Allah, the Exalted, by sincerely fulfilling His commands, refraining from 

His prohibitions and by facing destiny with patience according to the 

traditions of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon 

him, then they will die in a good state and therefore be raised in a good 

state which includes being raised with the righteous as they practically 

followed in their footsteps. This has been indicated in a Hadith found in 

Sahih Bukhari, number 3688. 



 

 

A muslim should therefore not walk the path to Hell by disobeying Allah, 

the Exalted, and believe that they will somehow be raised with the pious 

and end up in Paradise.  

 



“…and [then] the Horn will be blown, and We will assemble them in 

[one] assembly.” 

 

 

Every muslim openly declares that they desire the companionship of the 

Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, the other 

Holy Prophets, peace be upon him them, and the Companions, may 

Allah be pleased with them, in the hereafter. They often quote the Hadith 

found in Sahih Bukhari, number 3688, which advises that a person will 

be with those they love in the hereafter. And because of this they openly 

declare their love for these righteous servants of Allah, the Exalted. But 

it is strange how they desire this outcome and claim love for the Holy 

Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, yet they barely 

know him as they are too busy to study his life, character and teachings. 

This is foolish as how can one truly love someone they do not even 

know?  

 

 

In addition, when these people are asked for proof of their love for the 

Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, on 

Judgment Day what will they say? What will they present? The proof of 

this declaration is studying and acting on the life, character and 

teachings of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be 

upon him. A declaration without this evidence will not be accepted by 

Allah, the Exalted. This is quite obvious as no one understood Islam 

better than the Companions, may Allah be pleased with them, did and 

this was not their attitude. They declared love for the Holy Prophet 

Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, and supported their 

claim through actions by following in his footsteps. This is why they will 

be with him in the hereafter.  

 

 



Those who believe love is in the heart and does not require it to be 

shown through actions is as foolish as the student who hands back a 

blank exam paper to their teacher claiming that knowledge is in their 

mind so they do not need to practically write it down on paper and then 

still expects to pass. 

 

 

The one who behaves in such a manner does not love the righteous 

servants of Allah, the Exalted, only their own desires and they have 

undoubtedly been fooled by the Devil. 

 

 

Finally, it is important to note that members of other religions also claim 

love for their Holy Prophets, peace be upon them. But as they failed to 

follow in their footsteps and act on their teachings they will certainly not 

be with them on Judgment Day. This is quite obvious if one ponders 

over this fact for a moment.  
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