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Introduction 
 

 

The following short book discusses some of the characteristics of the 

People of Intelligence. This discussion is based on Chapter 2 Al 

Baqarah, Verse 13 of the Holy Quran:  

 

 

“And when it is said to them, "Believe as the people have believed," they 

say, "Should we believe as the foolish have believed?" Unquestionably, 

it is they who are the foolish, but they know [it] not.” 

 

 

Implementing the lessons discussed will aid a Muslim to Achieve Noble 

Character. According to the Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 

2003, the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, 

has advised that the heaviest thing in the Scales of Judgment Day will 

be Noble Character. It is one of qualities of the Holy Prophet 

Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, which Allah, the Exalted, 

complimented in Chapter 68 Al Qalam, Verse 4 of the Holy Quran: 

 

 

“And indeed, you are of a great moral character.” 

 

 

Therefore, it is a duty on all Muslims to gain and act on the teachings of 

the Holy Quran and the traditions of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, 

peace and blessings be upon him, in order to Achieve Noble Character. 



The People of Intelligence 
 

Chapter 2 - Al Baqarah, Verse 13 

 

 

 

 

 

“And when it is said to them, "Believe as the people have believed," they 

say, "Should we believe as the foolish have believed?" Unquestionably, 

it is they who are the foolish, but they know [it] not.” 

 



“And when it is said to them, "Believe as the people have 

believed...”” 

 

 

It is vital for Muslims not to fall for the trap of the Devil by believing they 

only need to accept faith in Islam through their hearts. True belief must 

be shown through one’s speech and physical actions. In a Hadith found 

in Sunan An Nasai, number 4998, the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace 

and blessings be upon him, advised the signs of a true Muslim and a 

true believer. A true Muslim is the one who keeps their verbal and 

physical harm away from others. This in fact, includes all people 

irrespective of their faith. It includes all types of verbal and physical sins 

which can cause harm or distress to another. This can include failing to 

give the best advice to others as this contradicts sincerity towards others 

which has been commanded in a Hadith found in Sunan An Nasai, 

number 4204. It includes advising others to disobey Allah, the Exalted, 

thereby, inviting them towards sins. A Muslim should avoid this behavior 

as they will be held accountable for every person who acts on their bad 

advice. This has been warned in a Hadith found in Sahih Muslim, 

number 2351.  

 

 

Physical harm includes causing problems for other people's livelihood, 

committing fraud, conning others and physical abuse. All of these 

characteristics contradict Islamic teachings and must be avoided. 

 

 

A true believer, according to the Hadith quoted earlier, is when one 

keeps their harm away from the lives and property of others. Again, this 

applies to all people irrespective of their faith. This includes stealing, 

misusing or damaging the property and belongings of others. Whenever 

one is entrusted with someone else's property they must ensure they 



only use it with the owner’s permission and in a way which is pleasing 

and agreeable to the owner. The Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and 

blessings be upon him, has warned in a Hadith found in Sunan An 

Nasai, number 5421, that whoever illegally takes someone else's 

property, through a false oath, even if it is as small as a twig of a tree will 

go to Hell. 

 

  

A Muslim must support their verbal declaration of belief with actions as 

they are the physical proof of one’s belief which will be needed in order 

to obtain success on the Day of Judgment. In addition, a Muslim should 

fulfill the characteristics of true belief in respect to Allah, the Exalted, and 

people. An excellent way of achieving this in respect to people is to 

simply treat others how they wished to be treated, which is with respect 

and peace.  

 

 



“And when it is said to them, "Believe as the people have 

believed...”” 

 

 

True belief involves sincerity. In a Hadith found in Sahih Muslim number 

196, the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, 

advised that Islam is sincerity towards Allah, the Exalted. 

 

 

Sincerity towards Allah, the Exalted, includes fulfilling all the duties given 

by Him in the form of commands and prohibitions, solely for His 

pleasure. As confirmed in a Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari, number 1, all 

will be judged by their intention. So if one is not sincere towards Allah, 

the Exalted, when performing good deeds they will gain no reward in this 

world or in the next. In fact, according to a Hadith found in Jami At 

Tirmidhi, number 3154, those who performed insincere deeds will be told 

on Judgement Day to seek their reward from those who they acted for, 

which will not be possible. Chapter 98 Al Bayyinah, verse 5. 

 

 

"And they were not commanded except to worship Allah, [being] sincere 

to Him in religion....." 

 

 

If one is lax in fulfilling their duties towards Allah, the Exalted, it proves a 

lack of sincerity. Therefore, they should sincerely repent and struggle to 

fulfil them all. It is important to bear in mind Allah, the Exalted, never 

burdens one with duties they cannot perform or handle. Chapter 2 Al 

Baqarah, verse 286. 

 



 

"Allah does not charge a soul except [with that within] its capacity...." 

 

 

Being sincere towards Allah, the Exalted, means that one should always 

choose His pleasure over the pleasure of themself and others. A Muslim 

should always give priority to those actions which are for the sake of 

Allah, the Exalted, over all else. One should love others and dislike their 

sins for the sake of Allah, the Exalted, and not for the sake of their own 

desires. When they help others or refuse to take part in sins it should be 

for the sake of Allah, the Exalted. The one who adopts this mentality has 

perfected their faith. This is confirmed in a Hadith found in Sunan Abu 

Dawud, number 4681. 

 



“And when it is said to them, "Believe as the people have 

believed...”” 

 

 

This verse also indicates that the only faith acceptable to Allah, the 

Exalted, is the faith adopted by the Companions, may Allah be pleased 

with them. Anything which contradicts their way, which is the way of the 

Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, is 

misguidance. 

 

 

In a Hadith found in Sunan Abu Dawud, number 4606, the Holy Prophet 

Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, warned that any matter 

which is not based on Islam will be rejected.  

 

 

If Muslims desire lasting success in both worldly and religious matters 

they must strictly adhere to the teachings of the Holy Quran and the 

traditions of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon 

him. Even though, certain actions which are not directly taken from these 

two sources of guidance can still be considered a righteous deed it is 

important to prioritize these two sources of guidance over all else. 

Because the fact is that the more one acts on things which are not taken 

from these two sources even if it is a righteous deed the less they will 

act on these two sources of guidance. An obvious example is how many 

Muslims have adopted cultural practices into their lives which do not 

have a foundation in these two sources of guidance. Even if these 

cultural practices are not sins they have preoccupied Muslims from 

learning and acting on these two sources of guidance as they feel 

satisfied with their behaviour. This leads to ignorance of the two sources 

of guidance which in turn will only lead to misguidance.  

 



 

This is why a Muslim must learn and act on these two sources of 

guidance which have been established by the leaders of guidance and 

only then act on other voluntary righteous deeds if they have the time 

and energy to do so. But if they choose ignorance and made up 

practices even if they are not sins over learning and acting on these two 

sources of guidance they will not achieve success.  



“And when it is said to them, "Believe as the people have believed," 

they say, "Should we believe as the foolish have believed...” 

 

 

It is important to understand that generally when one chooses a path 

which is different from the path of others, such as their relatives and 

friends, they will face criticism and resistance from them. In fact, the 

majority of criticism comes from a person’s relatives. For example, when 

a Muslim decides to concentrate more on acting on the teachings of 

Islam and if it is something their family have not pursued themselves 

then they will face criticism from them. They will be labelled foolish and 

extreme by those who they believed would support them on their path. It 

is important for Muslims to remain steadfast on the lawful path they 

choose and trust in the help of Allah, the Exalted, through sincere 

obedience, by fulfilling His commands, refraining from His prohibitions 

and by facing destiny with patience, in order to overcome these 

difficulties. 

 

  

This is a common reaction from people for when a person chooses a 

different path in life from others it makes them feel as if their path is bad 

or evil and this is the reason the person has chosen a different path. 

Even though the person does not believe this but only chooses a 

different path believing it is better for them yet they will still face criticism. 

It is the same reason all the Holy Prophets, peace be upon them, were 

criticised by their people as they chose and passively invited others to a 

different better path.  

 

 

To conclude, as long as one's path in life is lawful they should remain 

steadfast and not be deterred by the criticism of others. But this does not 

mean they should not try to improve their situation and character. It 



means they should not be deterred from pursuing their lawful choice 

according to the teachings of Islam. 

 
 



“And when it is said to them, "Believe as the people have believed," 

they say, "Should we believe as the foolish have believed?" 

Unquestionably, it is they who are the foolish, but they know [it] 

not.” 

 

 

This verse highlights the dangers of ignorance and heedlessness. These 

types of people are so lost in the material world that when they observe 

those who strive in the obedience of Allah, the Exalted, and refrain from 

the excess and luxuries of the material world for the sake of preparing 

for the eternal hereafter they call them foolish and ignorant. As their 

minds are completely focused on gathering and hoarding the material 

world they believe anyone who does not do the same is simply foolish. 

But in reality, as declared by this verse, they are the foolish ones as a 

time will certainly come when the veil of ignorance blocking their 

perception of the truth is lifted.  When it is lifted they will finally 

understand that those who they believed were foolish were the intelligent 

ones as they have reached the hereafter safely.  

 

 

In some cases, this veil is removed during one’s life on Earth which 

gives them an opportunity to change for the better. But in most cases, 

this veil is lifted at the time of death and more vividly on the Day of 

Judgment. But by this time it is too late to change for the better. The 

heedless have reached their graves unprepared and the grief of this 

realization is beyond words to describe.  

 

 

Therefore, Muslims must prioritize preparing for the hereafter over 

gaining the material world. They should assess their daily schedule and 

see how much time they dedicate to the hereafter and if necessary 



adjust their schedule so that they reach the hereafter safely instead of 

reaching it empty handed.   



“And when it is said to them, "Believe as the people have believed," 

they say, "Should we believe as the foolish have believed?" 

Unquestionably, it is they who are the foolish, but they know [it] 

not.” 

 

 

First of all, it is important to understand, that the major thing which 

separates a human from an animal is the fact that people live by a 

higher moral code. If people abandoned this and simply acted on their 

desires then they would be no difference between them and animals. In 

fact, people would be worse as they possess the higher level of thinking 

yet, still choose to live like animals.  

 

 

Secondly, whether people want to admit it or not in reality, every person 

is a servant of something or someone. Some are servants of others, 

such as Hollywood executives and do whatever they command them to 

do even if it challenges modesty and shame. Others are servants of their 

relatives and friends and do whatever it takes to please them. Others are 

the worse by being servants of their own desires as this is the attitude of 

animals who generally act to please themself. The best and highest form 

of servanthood is being a servant of Allah, the Exalted. This is quite 

evident if one turns the pages of history which clearly shows that those 

who were the servants of Allah, the Exalted, such as the Holy Prophets, 

peace be upon them, were granted the highest honour and respect in 

this world and will be granted this in the next. Centuries and millennia 

have passed yet their names are remembered as the pillars and 

beacons of history. Whereas those who became servants of others 

especially, their own desires were eventually disgraced in this world 

even if they achieved some worldly status and they became mere 

footnotes in history. The media barely remembers those who pass away 

for more than a few days before moving onto the next person to report 

on. During their lives these people eventually become sad, lonely, 

depressed and even suicidal as selling their souls and decency to their 



worldly masters did not grant them the contentment they were looking 

for. One does not need to be a scholar to understand this obvious truth. 

So if people must be servants they should be the servants of Allah, the 

Exalted, as lasting honour, greatness and true success lies only in this.  

 

 



“And when it is said to them, "Believe as the people have believed," 

they say, "Should we believe as the foolish have believed?" 

Unquestionably, it is they who are the foolish, but they know [it] 

not.” 

 

 

Unfortunately, they are some who claim that faith is not required in this 

world and others who are Muslims claim it is enough to profess Islam 

without supporting it with sincere obedience to Allah, the Exalted. But 

this increase in crimes proves the importance of faith and strengthening 

it through knowledge and action. This is because crimes and sins only 

occur as a person feels they will either face no consequences for their 

actions, such as prison, or they will somehow escape them for example, 

by fleeing the country. But the person who believes that no matter what 

action they perform, whether open or secret, big or small, and no matter 

what tricks they attempt a day will undoubtedly come where they will be 

held accountable for all their deeds will always think twice before 

committing a crime or a sin. If this belief is strengthened through gaining 

and acting on Islamic knowledge it will deter one from committing crimes 

and sins. If people acted in this way peace and justice would spread 

across society. The crime rate would decrease and the times would 

closely match the times of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and 

blessings be upon him, and his rightly guided Caliphs, may Allah be 

pleased with them. This fact alone indicates the importance of faith and 

strengthening it through gaining and acting on knowledge within society. 

Chapter 16 An Nahl, verse 90: 

 

 

“Indeed, Allah orders justice and good conduct and giving [help] to 

relatives and forbids immorality and bad conduct and oppression. He 

admonishes you that perhaps you will be reminded.” 

 



“And when it is said to them, "Believe as the people have believed," 

they say, "Should we believe as the foolish have believed?" 

Unquestionably, it is they who are the foolish, but they know [it] 

not.” 

 

 

These people fail to understand that true success meaning, peace of 

mind in both worlds, is only obtained through sincere belief. Failing in the 

hereafter is obvious but those who fail to truly believe in this world will 

never find peace of mind irrespective of what worldly success they 

obtain. 

 

 

Therefore, it is important for Muslims to strive in the obedience of Allah, 

the Exalted, by fulfilling His commands, refraining from His prohibitions 

and by facing destiny with patience as Allah, the Exalted, has 

guaranteed a good life in both worlds for the one who behaves in this 

manner. Chapter 16 An Nahl, verse 97: 

 

 

“Whoever does righteousness, whether male or female, while he is a 

believer - We will surely cause him to live a good life, and We will surely 

give them their reward [in the Hereafter] according to the best of what 

they used to do.” 

 

 

This good life will protect a Muslim from severe grief, depression and 

other extreme moods and mental disorders which can destroy a person's 

life. Even though, Muslims will face difficulties which will sadden them 

but if they obey Allah, the Exalted, this sadness will never become 

extreme and effect their entire life on a long term basis. This is because 



a Muslim who strives in the obedience of Allah, the Exalted, has an 

excellent reason to continue moving forward through their difficulty 

without giving up and turning to depression and even suicide. For 

example, they look forward to the countless reward which will be granted 

to the patient. Chapter 39 Az Zumar, verse 10: 

 

 

“…Indeed, the patient will be given their reward without account [i.e., 

limit].” 

 

 

Whereas, the Muslim who does not strive in the obedience of Allah, the 

Exalted, and only claims the title of being a Muslim with their tongue will 

not be granted this attitude and a good life. And whenever they face 

difficulties it will drive them to extreme moods and mental disorders 

which will destroy their entire life. 

 

 



“And when it is said to them, "Believe as the people have believed," 

they say, "Should we believe as the foolish have believed?" 

Unquestionably, it is they who are the foolish, but they know [it] 

not.” 

 

 

Unfortunately, this can become the attitude of those who possess 

worldly knowledge and therefore deem others, especially those who 

pursue faith, as foolish.  

 

 

It is important for Muslims to understand that their worldly knowledge 

irrespective of how much they possess is not enough to gain success in 

their religious life. Even though, gaining useful worldly knowledge is 

praiseworthy according to the teachings of Islam as it is an excellent 

means for one to obtain lawful provision for themself and their 

dependents yet, it is not enough to safely guide them through their 

religious life. For example, in most cases, worldly knowledge will not 

teach someone how to safely journey through a difficulty or a test in a 

way which pleases Allah, the Exalted, so that they gain reward in both 

worlds. The obligatory duties and traditions of the Holy Prophet 

Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, cannot be acted on by a 

Muslim who only possesses worldly knowledge. In fact, religious 

knowledge has the power to guide one to success in both worlds 

whereas worldly knowledge will only aid someone in this world. The one 

who possesses religious knowledge will adhere to the obedience of 

Allah, the Exalted, which will result in such blessings and grace that they 

will find success in both worlds. Whereas, worldly knowledge will inspire 

one to deduce their own path in religion instead of acting according to 

the teachings of the rightly guided namely, the righteous predecessors. 

Religion is not to about creating one’s own path it is simply to adhere to 

Islamic teachings.  

 



 

Unfortunately, many Muslims who possess worldly knowledge do not 

realise this important point which only reduces their chances of 

achieving success in both worlds. Therefore, Muslims should strive to 

obtain and act on both religious and useful worldly knowledge if they 

desire success in both worlds. This is why gaining useful knowledge is a 

duty on all Muslims according to a Hadith found in Sunan Ibn Majah, 

number 224. 

 

 

 

 



“And when it is said to them, "Believe as the people have believed," 

they say, "Should we believe as the foolish have believed?" 

Unquestionably, it is they who are the foolish, but they know [it] 

not.” 

 

 

This was the reply given by the hypocrites who were told to believe as 

the Companions, may Allah be pleased with them, believed. The 

hypocrites thought that accepting Islam and facing the dangers it 

brought was foolish. They deemed those who sacrificed their blessings, 

such as wealth, in ways pleasing to Allah, the Exalted, as misguided. But 

in reality, they are the foolish as they are unaware of what true success 

is. The hypocrites, like many today, believed that true success lied in 

enjoying the luxuries of this world and only fulfilling one’s desires and 

lusts. But in reality, true greatness and success are not connected to 

worldly things, such as wealth or fame. A person may obtain some 

worldly success through these things but it is quite obvious if one turns 

the pages of history that this type of success is very temporary and it 

eventually becomes a burden and regret for a person. A Muslim should 

never believe that superiority lies in these things thereby dedicating 

themself to obtaining them while neglecting their duties to Allah, the 

Exalted, and the creation. Nor should they look down at others who do 

not possess these worldly things believing they have no value or 

significance as this attitude contradicts the teachings of Islam. In fact, 

the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, has 

advised in a Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari, number 6071, that the 

people of Paradise are those who are considered insignificant by society 

and concluded that if they took an oath on something Allah, the Exalted, 

would fulfil it for them. 

 

  

The Companions, may Allah be pleased with them, understood that true 

honour, success and greatness in this world and the next only lies in 

piety. So the more one sincerely strives to fulfil the commands of Allah, 



the Exalted, refrain from His prohibitions and faces destiny with patience 

according to the traditions of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and 

blessings be upon him, the greater they are even if they appear 

insignificant to society. Chapter 49 Al Hujurat verse 13: 

 

 

“…Indeed, the most noble of you in the sight of Allah is the most 

righteous of you…” 

 

 

A Muslim should therefore search for true success in this and not waste 

their time and efforts in searching for it in worldly things otherwise they 

may well reach the hereafter a great loser. Chapter 18 Al Kahf, verses 

103-104: 

 

 

“Say, "Shall we [believers] inform you of the greatest losers as to [their] 

deeds? [They are] those whose effort is lost in worldly life, while they 

think that they are doing well in work."” 
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