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Introduction 
 

 

The following short book discusses the Devil’s Promise. This discussion 

is based on Chapter 17 Al Isra, Verses 61-65 of the Holy Quran:  

 

 

“And [mention] when We said to the angels, "Prostrate to Adam," and 

they prostrated, except for Iblees. He said, "Should I prostrate to one 

You created from clay?" [Iblees] said, "Do You see this one whom You 

have honored above me? If You delay me [i.e., my death] until the Day 

of Resurrection, I will surely destroy his descendants, except for a few." 

[Allah] said, "Go, for whoever of them follows you, indeed Hell will be the 

recompense of [all of] you - an ample recompense. And incite [to 

senselessness] whoever you can among them with your voice and 

assault them with your horses and foot soldiers and become a partner in 

their wealth and their children and promise them. But Satan does not 

promise them except delusion. Indeed, over My [believing] servants 

there is for you no authority. And sufficient is your Lord as Disposer of 

affairs.”” 

 

 

Implementing the lessons discussed will aid a Muslim to Achieve Noble 

Character. According to the Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 

2003, the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, 

has advised that the heaviest thing in the Scales of Judgment Day will 

be Noble Character. It is one of qualities of the Holy Prophet 

Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, which Allah, the Exalted, 

complimented in Chapter 68 Al Qalam, Verse 4 of the Holy Quran: 

 

 



“And indeed, you are of a great moral character.” 

 

 

Therefore, it is a duty on all Muslims to gain and act on the teachings of 

the Holy Quran and the traditions of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, 

peace and blessings be upon him, in order to Achieve Noble Character. 

 



The Devil’s Promise 
 

Chapter 17 – Al Isra, Verses 61-65 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



“And [mention] when We said to the angels, "Prostrate to Adam," and they 

prostrated, except for Iblees. He said, "Should I prostrate to one You 

created from clay?" 

[Iblees] said, "Do You see this one whom You have honored above me? If 

You delay me [i.e., my death] until the Day of Resurrection, I will surely 

destroy his descendants, except for a few." 

[Allah] said, "Go, for whoever of them follows you, indeed Hell will be the 

recompense of [all of] you - an ample recompense. 

And incite [to senselessness] whoever you can among them with your 

voice and assault them with your horses and foot soldiers and become a 

partner in their wealth and their children and promise them. But Satan does 

not promise them except delusion. 

Indeed, over My [believing] servants there is for you no authority. And 

sufficient is your Lord as Disposer of affairs.”” 

 

 

 

 



“And [mention] when We said to the angels, "Prostrate to Adam," and 

they prostrated, except for Iblees. He said, "Should I prostrate to one 

You created from clay?" [Iblees] said, "Do You see this one whom 

You have honored above me?...”” 

 

 

Many lessons can be learned from this great event. The first thing to 

understand is that there are two types of prostration. The Angels were 

ordered to prostrate out of respect to the Holy Prophet Adam, peace be 

upon him. This is no longer lawful and has been prohibited in Islam. This 

has been confirmed in a Hadith found in Sunan Ibn Majah, number 1853. 

The other type of prostration is for the sake of worship and is only for Allah, 

the Exalted.  

 

 

In addition, the superiority of knowledge compared to worship is clearly 

shown by this event. The Holy Prophet Adam, peace be upon him, was 

newly created when this event occurred. He did not have much time to 

perform worship whereas the Angels and the Devil had been worshipping 

Allah, the Exalted, for countless centuries. The Holy Quran clearly declares 

that the reason the Holy Prophet Adam, peace be upon him, was given 

superiority to the Angels was because of the knowledge Allah, the Exalted, 

had granted him. Chapter 2 Al Baqarah, verses 31-32: 

 

 

“And He taught Adam the names - all of them. Then He showed them to 

the angels and said, "Inform Me of the names of these, if you are truthful." 

They said, "Exalted are You; we have no knowledge except what You have 

taught us. Indeed, it is You who is the Knowing, the Wise."” 



 

 

From this it is clear that knowledge is superior to worship. This is quite 

evident as correct worship and other good deeds cannot be performed 

correctly without knowledge. It is why gaining useful knowledge is a duty on 

all muslims. This is confirmed in a Hadith found in Sunan Ibn Majah, 

number 224. But it is important to note, that true beneficial knowledge is 

knowledge which is correct and acted upon.  

 

 

It is important to note that the Devil is not an Angel but as he dwelled 

amongst them the command to prostrate included him. Chapter 18, verse 

50. 

 

 

“…except for Iblees. He was of the jinn…” 

 

 

The first ever sin was committed at this great event namely, envy. The 

Devil became envious that the newly created Holy Prophet Adam, peace 

be upon him, who was made from clay was given superiority to him, even 

though he was made from fire and performed countless years of worship.  

 

 

The Devil was mistaken when he declared that fire was superior to clay. 

Fire rages up which is a sign of exaltedness but greatness only belongs to 



Allah, the Exalted. On the other hand, clay is an indication of humility which 

is a characteristic of the true servants of Allah, the Exalted.  

 

 

All muslims should avoid envy at all costs as it destroys one's good deeds 

just like fire destroys wood. This is confirmed in a Hadith found in Sunan 

Ibn Majah, number 4210. This is quite evident as the Devil's many 

centuries of worship and righteous deeds were destroyed because of this 

envy, which in turn led to pride. The reason envy is such a serious and 

major sin is because in reality the envier’s problem is not with another 

person it is in fact with Allah, the Exalted, as He is the One who granted the 

blessing which is envied. So a person’s envy only demonstrates their 

displeasure with the allocation and choice of Allah, the Exalted. They 

behave as if they know better than Allah, the Exalted.  

 

 

Envy led to the second sin and evil trait to be committed which was pride. 

As the Devil performed countless years of worship he believed it made him 

special. He remained heedless to the fact that every act of worship he 

performed was only possible through the mercy of Allah, the Exalted. It is 

Allah, the Exalted, who provides the knowledge, inspiration, strength, 

opportunity and desire to perform a good deed. Therefore, being proud of a 

good deed is simply foolish. One should avoid this deadly characteristic as 

the person who possesses even an atom’s worth of it will not enter 

Paradise. This is confirmed in a Hadith found in Sahih Muslim, number 265. 

 

 

The Devil refused to prostrate as he believed he was superior to the Holy 

Prophet Adam, peace be upon him. It is important to note, that the Devil did 

not reject the Lordship of Allah, the Exalted, instead he rejected the 



command of Allah, the Exalted. He used his own subjective thinking 

instead of submitting to the order of Allah, the Exalted. This caused him to 

become a sinner and a disbeliever. This is a clear message to all of 

mankind that a true servant of Allah, the Exalted, does not apply their own 

thinking in matters of faith. The duty of a servant is to simply fulfil the 

commands of their Master. This is true servanthood. Those who question 

the commands of the Master only do so as they believe they themselves 

are masters. But this is not true as there is no master except Allah, the 

Exalted. A muslim should not question the wisdom behind the commands 

of Islam as this is the path of the Devil. Instead, they should submit humbly 

to them and follow the path of the cherished and blessed Angels. Chapter 

66 At Tahrim, verse 66: 

 

 

“…over which are [appointed] angels, harsh and severe; they do not 

disobey Allah in what He commands them but do what they are 

commanded. 

 

 

Muslims know that this great event led to the Devil tempting the Holy 

Prophet Adam, peace be upon him, which caused his descent to Earth so 

that he could fulfil his purpose of creation namely, the Caliph of Allah, the 

Exalted, on Earth. Chapter 2 Al Baqarah, verse 30: 

 

 

“…Indeed, I will make upon the earth a successive authority…”” 

 

 



The Holy Prophet Adam, peace be upon him, had his lapse forgiven as he 

demonstrated humility and turned to Allah, the Exalted, without losing hope 

in His infinite mercy. The Devil was left wondering in misguidance as he did 

not acknowledge his sin nor ask for forgiveness as he lost hope in the 

mercy of Allah, the Exalted. It is important for muslims to adhere to the 

traits of their forefather the Holy Prophet Adam, peace be upon him, as 

they are bound to commit sins. One should never give up hope, sincerely 

repent and strive in the obedience of Allah, the Exalted, at all times. 

Chapter 41 Fussilat, verse 6: 

 

 

“…so take a straight course to Him and seek His forgiveness…” 



“[Iblees] said, "Do You see this one [Prophet Adam, peace be upon 

him] whom You have honored above me?...”” 

 

 

In a Hadith found in Sunan Ibn Majah, number 4210, the Holy Prophet 

Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, warned that envy destroys 

good deeds just like fire consumes wood. 

 

 

Envy is a serious and major sin because the envier’s problem is not with 

another person in reality it is with Allah, the Exalted, as He is the One who 

granted the blessing which is envied. So a person’s envy only 

demonstrates their displeasure with the allocation and choice of Allah, the 

Exalted. They believe Allah, the Exalted, made a mistake when He 

allocated a particular blessing to another person instead of them.  

 

 

Some exert efforts through their speech and actions in order to confiscate 

the blessing from the other person which is undoubtedly a sin. The worse 

kind is when the envier strives to remove the blessing from the owner even 

if the envier does not obtain the blessing. Envy is only lawful when a 

person does not act on their feelings, dislikes their feelings and strives to 

obtain a similar blessing without the owner losing the blessing. Even 

though this type is not a sin it is considered disliked if the envy is over a 

worldly blessing and praiseworthy if it is over a religious blessing. For 

example, the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, 

mentioned two examples of the praiseworthy type in a Hadith found in 

Sahih Muslim, number 1896. The first person who can be lawfully envied is 

the one who acquires and spends lawful wealth in ways pleasing to Allah, 



the Exalted. The second person who can be lawfully envied is the one who 

uses their knowledge in the correct way and teaches it to others. 

 

 

An envious muslim should strive to remove this feeling from their heart by 

showing good character and kindness towards the person envied such as 

praising their good qualities and supplicating for them until their envy 

becomes love for them.  

 

 

 

 



“[Iblees] said, "Do You see this one [Prophet Adam, peace be upon 

him] whom You have honored above me?...”” 

 

 

In a Hadith found in Sunan Ibn Majah, number 4142, the Holy Prophet 

Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, advised muslims to 

observe those who possess less worldly things than them instead of those 

who possess more as this will prevent them from becoming ungrateful.  

 

 

Unfortunately, some incorrectly observe the lives of others which appear to 

be better than their own life. For example, normal people often observe 

celebrities and mistakenly believe their life is better. In most cases, this 

concept is not true. As people who appear to be in a better situation may 

well be facing difficulties which would make others not wish to trade places 

with them. An outsider will only observe things from one point of view. But if 

they could see the whole story they would realise everyone faces problems 

and no one has the perfect life irrespective of what their own or how 

famous they are. Often this misconception is caused by the media. But 

people fail to remember that the aim of the media is to paint a certain 

picture of the lives of celebrities which look appealing to read about. In 

most cases, if they only reported facts without sugar coating them the 

majority of their customers would turn away from them. 

 

  

Muslims must avoid this false belief as it is a tool of the Devil who uses it to 

inspire people to become ungrateful over what they possess. The correct 

mind-set which has been advised in this Hadith will prevent one becoming 

ungrateful to Allah, the Exalted. Whenever a muslim feels ungrateful they 



should shift their focus to the countless people who are living in severe 

poverty and facing much greater hardships than them. 

 

  

The grass is not greener on the other side of the fence it is in fact green 

enough on one’s own side. Chapter 2 Al Baqarah, verse 216: 

 

 

“…But perhaps you hate a thing and it is good for you; and perhaps you 

love a thing and it is bad for you. And Allah knows, while you know not.” 

 



“[Iblees] said, "…If You delay me [i.e., my death] until the Day of 

Resurrection, I will surely destroy his descendants, except for a few." 

[Allāh] said, "Go, for whoever of them follows you, indeed Hell will be 

the recompense of [all of] you - an ample recompense.”” 

 

 

The thing to remember is that in reality each person who will end up in Hell 

takes the fire, which they will encounter in Hell, with them from this world in 

the form of their sins. When a muslim engraves this reality into their mind 

they will observe each sin, major or minor, as a piece of unbearable fire. 

The same way a person avoids fire in this world they should avoid sins as 

in reality sins are like hidden fire which will be shown to them in the 

hereafter.  

 

 

In addition, a muslim should not live in heedlessness and believe they can 

simply claim love for Allah, the Exalted, the Holy Prophet Muhammad, 

peace and blessings be upon him, and the Companions, may Allah be 

pleased with them, without supporting this verbal declaration with actions. If 

this was true then the Companions, may Allah be pleased with them, would 

not have strived so hard in the obedience of Allah, the Exalted, and they 

undoubtedly understood Islam and Judgment Day better than the people 

after them. Simply put, a declaration of love without actions will not save 

one from Hell. In fact, it has been made clear that some muslims will enter 

Hell on Judgment Day. The muslim who abandons acting on Islamic 

teachings should understand that their attitude may cause them to lose 

their faith before their death so that they enter Judgment Day as a non-

muslim, which is the greatest loss.  

 

 



The same way one would not enter a battle without armour and a shield a 

muslim should not enter Judgment Day without the armour and shield of 

righteous deeds. Otherwise, the same way the soldier who has no 

protection will most likely be harmed so will a muslim who reaches 

Judgment Day without the protection provided by the obedience of Allah, 

the Exalted, which involves fulfilling the commands of Allah, the Exalted, 

refraining from His prohibitions and facing destiny with patience. A muslim 

should remember that the luxuries and pleasures of the material world they 

enjoyed will not make them feel better if they end up in Hell. In fact, it will 

only make them feel worse.  

 



“[Iblees] said, "…If You delay me [i.e., my death] until the Day of 

Resurrection, I will surely destroy his descendants, except for a few." 

[Allāh] said, "Go, for whoever of them follows you, indeed Hell will be 

the recompense of [all of] you - an ample recompense.”” 

 

 

People must choose the correct role model to follow if they desire success 

and peace in both worlds. 

 

 

If one turns the pages of history they will observe many people who 

achieved great worldly success and in some cases benefited mankind yet, 

they will also observe at least one thing which taints their achievements. 

But if one observes the life of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and 

blessings be upon him, they will observe nothing except success and 

countless things which benefit mankind. Even though, there are people 

who falsely criticise the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be 

upon him, it is quite evident from his highly accurate and detailed biography 

which has been verified by reliable muslim and non-muslim historians that 

this criticism is based on nothing but falsehood. This is why muslims must 

put aside all role models and instead study and adopt the flawless 

character of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon 

him, as this is the only way to achieve real untainted success in both one's 

worldly and religious life. Chapter 3 Alee Imran, verse 31: 

 

 

“Say, [O Muhammad], "If you should love Allah, then follow me, [so] Allah 

will love you and forgive you your sins…” 

 



 

There is no goal greater than this in this world. In fact, this is what people 

irrespective of their faith strive to achieve. And Allah, the Exalted, has 

placed all of it in the footsteps of his Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and 

blessings be upon him. Chapter 33 Al Ahzab, verse 21: 

 

 

“There has certainly been for you in the Messenger of Allah an excellent 

pattern for anyone whose hope is in Allah and the Last Day and [who] 

remembers Allah often.” 

 

 

It is simple, if a person desires worldly and religious success they should 

follow in the footsteps of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and 

blessings be upon him. But if they choose a path other than his whatever 

tainted success they achieve will eventually become a burden for them and 

it may lead to a punishment on a Great Day.  



“[Iblees] said, "…If You delay me [i.e., my death] until the Day of 

Resurrection, I will surely destroy his descendants, except for a few." 

[Allāh] said, "Go, for whoever of them follows you, indeed Hell will be 

the recompense of [all of] you - an ample recompense. And incite [to 

senselessness] whoever you can among them with your voice and 

assault them with your horses and foot soldiers and become a partner 

in their wealth and their children and promise them." But Satan does 

not promise them except delusion.”” 

 

 

This verse reminds muslims the importance of remaining steadfast 

whenever they are attacked by their enemies namely, the Devil, their inner 

Devil and those who invite them towards the disobedience of Allah, the 

Exalted. A muslim should not turn their back on the obedience of Allah, the 

Exalted, whenever they are tempted by these enemies. They should 

instead remain steadfast on the obedience to Allah, the Exalted, which 

involves fulfilling His commands, refraining from His prohibitions and facing 

destiny with patience. This is achieved by avoiding the places, things and 

people who invite and tempt them towards sins and the disobedience of 

Allah, the Exalted. Avoiding the traps of the Devil is only achieved through 

gaining and acting on Islamic knowledge. The same way traps on a path 

are only avoided by possessing knowledge of them similarly; Islamic 

knowledge is required to avoid the traps of the Devil. For example, a 

muslim might spend much time reciting the Holy Quran but because of their 

ignorance they might destroy their righteous deeds without realising it 

through sins such as, backbiting. A muslim is bound to face these attacks 

so they should therefore prepare for them through the sincere obedience of 

Allah, the Exalted, and in return gain an uncountable reward. Allah, the 

Exalted, has guaranteed right guidance for those who struggle in this way 

for His sake. Chapter 29 Al Ankabut, verse 69: 

 

 



“And those who strive for Us - We will surely guide them to Our ways…” 

 

 

Whereas facing these attacks with ignorance and disobedience will only 

lead one to difficulties and disgrace in both worlds. The same way a solider 

that possesses no weapons to defend themself would be defeated; an 

ignorant muslim will have no weapon to defend themself when facing these 

attacks which will result in their defeat. Whereas, the knowledgeable 

muslim is provided with the most powerful weapon which cannot be 

overcome or beaten namely, sincere obedience of Allah, the Exalted. This 

is only achieved through sincerely gaining and acting on Islamic 

knowledge. 

 

 

 

 

 



“[Iblees] said, "…If You delay me [i.e., my death] until the Day of 

Resurrection, I will surely destroy his descendants, except for a few." 

[Allāh] said, "Go, for whoever of them follows you, indeed Hell will be 

the recompense of [all of] you - an ample recompense. And incite [to 

senselessness] whoever you can among them with your voice and 

assault them with your horses and foot soldiers and become a partner 

in their wealth and their children and promise them." But Satan does 

not promise them except delusion.”” 

 

 

The term foot soldiers indicates the importance of avoiding bad 

companionship. 

 

 

In a Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari, number 5534, the Holy Prophet 

Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, described the difference 

between a good and bad companion. The good companion is like a person 

who sells perfume. Their companion will either obtain some perfume or at 

least be affected by the pleasant smell. Whereas, a bad companion is like a 

blacksmith, if their companion does not burn their clothes they will certainly 

be affected by the smoke. 

 

  

Muslims must understand that the people they accompany will have an 

effect on them whether this affect is positive or negative, obvious or subtle. 

It is not possible to accompany someone and not be affected by it. A Hadith 

found in Sunan Abu Dawud, number 4833, confirms that a person is on 

their companion’s religion. Meaning, a person adopts the characteristics of 

their companion. It is therefore important for muslims to always accompany 

the righteous as they will undoubtedly affect them in a positive way 



meaning, they will inspire them to obey Allah, the Exalted, by fulfilling His 

commands, refraining from His prohibitions and by facing destiny with 

patience. Whereas, bad companions will either inspire one to disobey 

Allah, the Exalted, or they will encourage a muslim to concentrate on the 

material world over preparing for the hereafter. This attitude will become a 

great regret for them on Judgment Day even if the things they strive for are 

lawful but beyond their needs.  

 

 

Finally, as a person will end up with those they love in the hereafter 

according to the Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari, number 3688, a muslim 

must practically show they love for the righteous by accompanying them in 

this world. But if they accompany bad or heedless people then it proves 

and indicates they love for them and their ultimate destination in the 

hereafter. Chapter 43 Az Zukhruf, verse 67: 

 

 

“Close friends, that Day, will be enemies to each other, except for the 

righteous.” 

 



“[Iblees] said, "…If You delay me [i.e., my death] until the Day of 

Resurrection, I will surely destroy his descendants, except for a few." 

[Allāh] said, "Go, for whoever of them follows you, indeed Hell will be 

the recompense of [all of] you - an ample recompense. And incite [to 

senselessness] whoever you can among them with your voice and 

assault them with your horses and foot soldiers and become a partner 

in their wealth and their children and promise them." But Satan does 

not promise them except delusion.”” 

 

 

This verse is connected to chapter 29 Al Ankabut, verse 38: 

 

 

“…And Satan had made pleasing to them their deeds and averted them 

from the path…” 

 

 

As mentioned in this verse the Devil fools people into committing sins and 

making wrong decisions by beautifying the incorrect choice for them. This 

occurs in situations when a person must make a choice between two or 

more options. It also occurs when the choice is between the lawful and 

unlawful and even between two lawful options. If the Devil cannot guide 

someone to a sin then he attempts to guide them to the inferior option, 

even if it is lawful, hoping it will lead to some sort of a sin, such as a person 

complaining about life and destiny. The Devil beautifies a choice by 

causing one to focus on its apparent benefit to such a degree that they lose 

focus on the bigger picture and the consequences of the choice. An adult 

then behaves like a child who makes choices without reflecting over the 

consequences of their actions. This is one of the main reasons why people 



commit sins. In reality, if one truly reflected on the punishment of sins they 

would never commit them.  

 

 

Something which helps in situations like this is to mentally take a step back 

and assess the options by comparing their long-term benefits and harms. 

Only when the lawful benefits of something outweighs the harm should a 

person proceed. The other thing which helps is to deeply reflect on the 

consequences of the potential options. Some choices might be lawful but if 

one goes ahead with them it may make their life difficult in the long run. For 

example, sometimes people rush into marriage with someone they 

apparently love. They base their decision solely on their feelings instead of 

reflecting on other more important aspects, for example, if their potential 

future spouse will make a good life partner or a good parent and if they will 

help them in their obedience to Allah, the Exalted. Many marriages have 

ended in divorce because the couple did not reflect on the long term 

implications of a potential marriage. Many people often claim their spouse 

was very different before they got married but in most cases they have not 

changed at all. The truth is that before marriage they did not spend so 

much time with them so they did not observe certain characteristics which 

became obvious after marriage.  

 

 

Some often rush into action and later have regrets as their choice caused 

them more trouble and in many cases the issue was not a big deal in the 

first place. This type of action can only be avoided when one reflects on the 

situation and observes the bigger picture meaning, the wider and long-term 

implications and consequences of taking a step forward. 

  

 



One should not only assess if something is lawful or unlawful before 

making a decision. Even though, this is the most important thing to 

consider yet, it is not the only thing. As many lawful incorrect choices, 

which are beautified by the Devil, can lead to trouble further on in life.  

 

 

To sum up, before making any choice a person must take a step back and 

reflect deeply over its lawfulness and its potential long-term benefits and 

harms under the guidance of the Holy Quran and the traditions of the Holy 

Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him. Whoever acts like 

this will rarely make a wrong choice they later regret.  

 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 



“[Iblees] said, "…If You delay me [i.e., my death] until the Day of 

Resurrection, I will surely destroy his descendants, except for a few." 

[Allāh] said, "Go, for whoever of them follows you, indeed Hell will be 

the recompense of [all of] you - an ample recompense. And incite [to 

senselessness] whoever you can among them with your voice and 

assault them with your horses and foot soldiers and become a partner 

in their wealth and their children and promise them." But Satan does 

not promise them except delusion.”” 

 

 

The Devil tries to convince muslims to always observe those who are 

worse than them in behaviour in order to justify their lack of striving in the 

obedience of Allah, the Exalted, and improving their character and 

behaviour for the better. For example, a muslim who offers their obligatory 

prayers once in a while will observe someone who does not pray at all in 

order to make themself feel better. A thief will look at a murderer and 

convince themself stealing is not so bad. The examples are endless. It is 

very strange how these muslims so easily observe those who appear 

worse than them in order to justify their lack of effort in obeying Allah, the 

Exalted, but these same people will not observe those who are in a worse 

off position than them when they face difficulties. For example, the person 

who suffers from back pain will not observe the one who is physically 

disabled so that it prevents them from complaining. This attitude has 

specifically been advised by the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and 

blessings be upon him, in a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 2513. 

 

  

In addition, if observing those who appear worse in their behaviour does 

not save one from punishment in a worldly court, such as a thief being 

pardoned by a judge because there are many murderers in the world, how 

can one imagine this excuse will hold up in the court of Allah, the Exalted?  



 

 

Muslims should therefore avoid this trap of the Devil by observing those 

who appear better than them so that they are inspired to improve their 

character and behaviour progressively for the pleasure of Allah, the 

Exalted. This is what Allah, the Exalted, demands meaning, He does not 

demand perfection.  

 

 

 



“[Iblees] said, "…If You delay me [i.e., my death] until the Day of 

Resurrection, I will surely destroy his descendants, except for a few." 

[Allāh] said, "Go, for whoever of them follows you, indeed Hell will be 

the recompense of [all of] you - an ample recompense. And incite [to 

senselessness] whoever you can among them with your voice and 

assault them with your horses and foot soldiers and become a partner 

in their wealth and their children and promise them." But Satan does 

not promise them except delusion.”” 

 

 

It is important to understand that no matter how much religious knowledge 

one obtains or how much worship and righteous deeds they perform they 

will never be safe from the attacks and traps of the Devil. This is because 

the Devil attacks each person according to how much knowledge they 

possess and how much righteous deeds they perform. For example, he will 

try to convince the muslim who is strict in offering their obligatory prayers 

not to offer them in congregation at the Mosque or by convincing them to 

delay their obligatory prayers beyond their starting times as he knows he 

will not be able to convince them to completely abandon the obligatory 

prayers. Whereas, in respect to the muslim who is struggling to establish 

their obligatory prayers he will attempt to convince them that they are too 

difficult to establish therefore they should only offer them when they are 

completely free. He tries to convince those who perform many voluntary 

righteous deeds not to gain and act on Islamic knowledge in order to 

improve their character so that they continue to destroy their good deeds 

through bad characteristics such as, lying and backing.  

 

 

The Devil aims to prevent a person from a reaching a higher level if he 

cannot convince them to fall in rank through disobedience to Allah, the 

Exalted. Therefore, muslims should always be on guard against his attacks 



and traps by persistently striving to increase in rank, improve their 

character and avoid acts of disobedience which is all achieved by gaining 

and acting on Islamic knowledge.  

 



“[Iblees] said, "…If You delay me [i.e., my death] until the Day of 

Resurrection, I will surely destroy his descendants, except for a few." 

[Allāh] said, "Go, for whoever of them follows you, indeed Hell will be 

the recompense of [all of] you - an ample recompense. And incite [to 

senselessness] whoever you can among them with your voice and 

assault them with your horses and foot soldiers and become a partner 

in their wealth and their children and promise them." But Satan does 

not promise them except delusion.”” 

 

 

A Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari, number 3294, advises that whichever 

path the second rightly guided Caliph of Islam, Umar Bin Khataab, may 

Allah be pleased with him, took the Devil would take a different path, 

meaning, out of fear of him. One of the reasons why the Devil acted in this 

way was because he had little influence over Umar Bin Khataab, may Allah 

be pleased with him. The Devil cannot physically force someone to commit 

sins. He instead encourages them to do so through whisperings. But in 

order for them to be effective he requires a person to possess some sort of 

worldly desire. Then through his whisperings he encourages the growth of 

this worldly desire until it drives the person to act on it thereby committing a 

sin. The reason the Devil had little effect on Umar Bin Khataab, may Allah 

be pleased with him, was because he had removed worldly desires from 

his heart. His only desires were connected to pleasing Allah, the Exalted. 

Therefore, if muslims desire to minimise the effect the Devil has on them 

they should remove unnecessary desires from their heart. This only occurs 

when one refrains from indulging in the excess and unnecessary aspects of 

this material world. The more they do this the more these worldly desires 

will leave their heart until they reach a point where they only desire to 

please Allah, the Exalted, in all their actions. The Devil will flee from this 

person as he knows he will have little effect on them. But the more one 

indulges in the unnecessary aspects of this material world the more worldly 

desires they will possess and therefore, the more influence the Devil will 

have over them. 



“[Iblees] said, "…If You delay me [i.e., my death] until the Day of 

Resurrection, I will surely destroy his descendants, except for a few." 

[Allāh] said, "Go, for whoever of them follows you, indeed Hell will be 

the recompense of [all of] you - an ample recompense. And incite [to 

senselessness] whoever you can among them with your voice and 

assault them with your horses and foot soldiers and become a partner 

in their wealth and their children and promise them." But Satan does 

not promise them except delusion.”” 

 

 

The Devil becomes a partner in the worldly blessings a person has been 

granted by Allah, the Exalted, when they use them incorrectly. 

 

 

In reality, in most cases nothing in this material world in itself is good or 

bad, such as wealth. What makes a thing good or bad is the way it is used. 

It is important to understand that the very purpose of everything which was 

created by Allah, the Exalted, was for it to be used correctly according to 

the teachings of Islam. When something is not used correctly it in reality 

becomes useless. For example, wealth is useful in both worlds when it is 

used correctly such as being spent on the necessities of a person and their 

dependents. But it can become useless and even a curse for its bearer if it 

is not used correctly, such as being hoarded or spent on sinful things. 

Simply hoarding wealth causes wealth to lose value. How can paper and 

metal coins one tucks away be useful? In this respect, there is no 

difference between a blank piece of paper and a note of money. It is only 

useful when it is used correctly.  

 

 



So if a muslim desires all their worldly possessions to become a blessing 

for them in both worlds all they have to do is use them correctly according 

to the teachings found in the Holy Quran and the traditions of the Holy 

Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him. But if they use 

them incorrectly then the same blessing will become a burden and curse 

for them in both worlds. It is as simple as that.  

  



“[Iblees] said, "…If You delay me [i.e., my death] until the Day of 

Resurrection, I will surely destroy his descendants, except for a few." 

[Allāh] said, "Go, for whoever of them follows you, indeed Hell will be 

the recompense of [all of] you - an ample recompense. And incite [to 

senselessness] whoever you can among them with your voice and 

assault them with your horses and foot soldiers and become a partner 

in their wealth and their children and promise them." But Satan does 

not promise them except delusion.”” 

 

 

The Devil becomes a partner in the worldly blessings a person has been 

granted by Allah, the Exalted, when they use them incorrectly. 

 

 

The Holy Quran has labelled those who are wasteful as the siblings of the 

Devil. Chapter 17 Al Isra, verse 27: 

 

 

“Indeed, the wasteful are brothers of the devils, and ever has Satan been to 

his Lord ungrateful.” 

 

 

The comparison has been made to the Devil for several reasons. First of 

all, the people who spend wealth excessively on unnecessary things often 

do so in haste without thinking things through meaning, an impulse 

spender. In fact, according to a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 

2012, the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, has 

warned that being hasty is from the Devil while thinking things through is 



from Allah, the Exalted. If a muslim truly pondered over what they desired 

to purchase they would not spend on unnecessary and extravagant things 

as this is not a sign of a true muslim.  

 

 

In addition, when one spends on unnecessary and extravagant things 

especially, excessively they in most cases are only fuelling the companies 

who make a profit by distracting people from right guidance, such as the 

entertainment industry, which is the Devil's main and ultimate goal.  

 

 

Spending wastefully always distracts one from preparing for the hereafter 

as this person dedicates much time to earning wealth, spending it 

wastefully and enjoying what they acquired. Distracting a muslim from 

preparing for the hereafter is another goal of the Devil.  

 

 

Finally, the verse quoted earlier specifically mentions the ingratitude of the 

Devil. In reality, the one who spends wastefully on unnecessary things 

does so because they too are ungrateful over what they already possess. If 

they possessed true gratitude it would prevent them from acting in this 

manner. Islam does not prohibit one from spending on necessary things in 

fact it encourages muslims to do so. And even spending on unnecessary 

things is acceptable if it is done occasionally and without extravagance as 

this is something which is disliked by Allah, the Exalted, and leads to 

wasting wealth. Chapter 6 Al An’am, verse 141: 

 

 



“…And be not excessive. Indeed, He does not like those who commit 

excess.” 



“[Iblees] said, "…If You delay me [i.e., my death] until the Day of 

Resurrection, I will surely destroy his descendants, except for a few." 

[Allāh] said, "Go, for whoever of them follows you, indeed Hell will be 

the recompense of [all of] you - an ample recompense. And incite [to 

senselessness] whoever you can among them with your voice and 

assault them with your horses and foot soldiers and become a partner 

in their wealth and their children and promise them." But Satan does 

not promise them except delusion.”” 

 

 

The Devil becomes a partner in the worldly blessings a person has been 

granted by Allah, the Exalted, when they use them incorrectly. One can 

adopt the correct attitude when they understand the purpose of these 

blessings. 

 

 

Every worldly blessing a muslim possesses is only a means which should 

aid them in reaching the hereafter safely. It is not an end in itself. For 

example, wealth is a means one should use in order to obey Allah, the 

Exalted, by fulfilling the commands of Allah, the Exalted, fulfilling their 

necessities and the necessities of their dependents. It is not an end or an 

ultimate goal in itself.  

 

 

This not only aids a muslim in maintaining their focus on the hereafter but it 

also aids them whenever they lose worldly blessings. When a muslim treats 

each worldly blessing, such as a child, as a means to please Allah, the 

Exalted, and reach the hereafter safely then losing it will not have such a 

detrimental impact on them. They may become sad, which is an acceptable 

emotion, but they will not become grieved which leads to impatience and 



other mental problems, such as depression. This is because they firmly 

believe the worldly blessing they possessed was only a means so losing it 

does not cause a loss in the ultimate goal namely, Paradise, the loss of 

which is disastrous. Therefore, still possessing and concentrating on the 

ultimate goal will prevent them from becoming grieved.  

 

 

In addition, they will understand that just like the thing they lost was only a 

means they firmly believe they will be provided with another means to 

reach and fulfil their ultimate goal by Allah, the Exalted. This will also 

prevent them from grieving. Whereas, the one who believes their worldly 

blessing is the end instead of a means will experience severe grief when 

losing it as their whole purpose and objective has been lost. This grief will 

lead to depression and other mental issues.  

 

 

To conclude, muslims should treat each blessing they possess as a means 

to reach the hereafter safely not as an end in itself. This is how one can 

possess things without being possessed by them. This is how they can 

keep worldly things in their hands and not in their hearts. 

 

 



“…But Satan does not promise them except delusion.” 

 

 

A great obstacle to the obedience of Allah, the Exalted, is having false 

hope for a long life. It is an extremely blameworthy characteristic as it is the 

main cause for a muslim giving priority to amassing the material world over 

preparing for the hereafter. One only needs to assess their average 24 

hour day and observe how much time they dedicate to the material world 

and how much time they dedicate to the hereafter in order to realise this 

truth. In fact, having false hope for a long life is one of the strongest 

weapons the Devil uses in order to misguide people. When a person 

believes they will live long they delay preparing for the hereafter falsely 

believing they can prepare for it in the near future. In most cases, this near 

future never comes and a person passes away without adequately 

preparing for the hereafter.  

 

 

In addition, false hope for a long life causes one to delay sincere 

repentance and changing one's character for the better as they believe 

they have much time left to do this. It encourages a person to hoard the 

things of this material world, such as wealth, as it convinces them they will 

need these things during their long life on Earth. The Devil scares people 

into thinking they must hoard wealth for their old age as they may find no 

one to support them when they become physically weaker and therefore 

can no longer work for themself. They forget that the same way Allah, the 

Exalted, took care of their provision when they were younger He will 

provide for them in old age too. In fact, the provision of the creation was 

allocated over fifty thousand years before the creation of the Heavens and 

the Earth. This is confirmed in a Hadith found in Sahih Muslim, number 

6748. It is strange how a person will dedicate 40 years of their life saving 



for their retirement which very rarely lasts longer than 20 years but fails to 

prepare in the same way for the eternal hereafter.  

 

 

Islam does not teach muslims to not prepare anything for the world. There 

is no harm in saving for the near future as long as priority is given to the 

hereafter. Even though, people admit they may die at any time yet, some 

behave as if they will live forever in this world. Even to the point that if they 

were given a promise of eternal life on Earth they would not be able to 

strive harder in order to accumulate more of the material world due to the 

restrictions of the day and night. How many people have passed away 

earlier than expected? And how many learn a lesson from this and change 

their behaviour? 

 

 

In reality, one of the greatest pains a person will feel at the time of death or 

any other stage of the hereafter is regret for delaying their preparation for 

the hereafter. Chapter 63 Al Munafiqun, verses 10-11: 

 

 

“And spend [in the way of Allah] from what We have provided you before 

death approaches one of you and he says, "My Lord, if only You would 

delay me for a brief term so I would give charity and be of the righteous." 

But never will Allah delay a soul when its time has come. And Allah is 

Aware of what you do.” 

 

 



A person would be labelled a fool if they dedicated more time and wealth 

on a house which they were only going to live in for a short while compared 

to a house they were planning to live in for a very long time. This is the 

example of giving priority to the temporal world over the eternal hereafter. 

 

 

Muslims should work for both the world and the hereafter but know that 

death does not come to a person at a time, situation or age known to them 

but it is certain to come. Therefore, preparing for it and what it leads to 

should take priority over preparing for a future in this world which is not 

certain to occur.  

 



“…But Satan does not promise them except delusion.” 

 

 

This involves convincing them to adopt wishful thinking in respect to Allah, 

the Exalted, instead of hope. He promises them that Allah, the Exalted, will 

forgive them irrespective of what they do. 

 

 

In a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 2459, the Holy Prophet 

Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, described the difference 

between true hope in the mercy of Allah, the Exalted, and wishful thinking. 

True hope is when one controls their soul by avoiding the disobedience of 

Allah, the Exalted, and actively struggles for preparing for the hereafter. 

Whereas, the foolish wishful thinker follows their desires and then expects 

Allah, the Exalted, to forgive them and fulfill their wishes. 

 

  

It is important for muslims not to confuse these two attitudes so that they 

avoid living and dying as a wishful thinker as this person is highly unlikely 

to succeed in this world or the next. Wishful thinking is like a farmer who 

fails to prepare the land for planting, fails to plant seeds, fails to water the 

land and then expects to harvest a huge crop. This is plain foolishness and 

this farmer is highly unlikely to succeed. Whereas, true hope is like a 

farmer who prepares the land, plants seeds, waters the land and then 

hopes Allah, the Exalted, will bless them with a huge harvest. The key 

difference is that the one who possesses true hope will actively strive to 

obey Allah, the Exalted, by fulfilling His commands, refraining from His 

prohibitions and by facing destiny with patience according to the traditions 

of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him. And 

whenever they slip up they sincerely repent. Whereas, the wishful thinker 



will not actively strive in obeying Allah, the Exalted, and instead follow their 

desires and still expect Allah, the Exalted, to forgive them and fulfill their 

wishes.  

 

 

Muslims must therefore learn the key difference so that they can abandon 

wishful thinking and instead adopt true hope in Allah, the Exalted, which 

always leads to nothing except good and success in both worlds. This has 

been indicated in a Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari, number 7405. 

 

 

A specific type of wishful thinking which affected the past nations and even 

the muslim nation is when a person believes that they can ignore the 

commands and prohibitions of Allah, the Exalted, and somehow someone 

on the Day of Judgement will intercede for them and save them from Hell. 

Even though the intercession of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and 

blessings be upon him, is a fact and has been discussed in many Hadiths, 

such as the one found in Sunan Ibn Majah, number 4308, none the less 

even with his intercession some muslims whose punishment will be 

reduced by it will still enter Hell. Even a single moment in Hell is truly 

unbearable. So one should abandon wishful thinking and instead adopt true 

hope by practically striving in the obedience of Allah, the Exalted.  

 

 

The Devil convinces those who do not believe in Judgement Day that even 

if it occurs they will make peace with Allah, the Exalted, on that day by 

claiming that they were not so bad as they avoided major crimes such as 

murder. They have convinced themselves that their pleas will be accepted 

and they will be sent to Paradise even though they disbelieved in Allah, the 

Exalted, during their lives on Earth. This is incredibly foolish as Allah, the 



Exalted, will not treat the person who believed in Him and tried to obey him 

like the one who disbelieved in Him. A single verse has erased this type of 

wishful thinking. Chapter 3 Alee Imran, verse 85: 

 

 

“And whoever desires other than Islām as religion - never will it be 

accepted from him, and he, in the Hereafter, will be among the losers.”  

 
 



“…But Satan does not promise them except delusion.” 

 

 

This verse is connected to chapter 14 Ibrahim, verse 22: 

 

 

“And Satan will say when the matter has been concluded, "Indeed, Allah 

had promised you the promise of truth. And I promised you, but I betrayed 

you. But I had no authority over you except that I invited you, and you 

responded to me. So do not blame me; but blame yourselves…” 

 

 

This is when people on Judgment Day will try to blame the Devil for their 

sins in order to shift their burden of punishment to him. But this verse 

makes it clear that this is a futile and foolish excuse as the Devil only 

inspires people to commit sins meaning, he cannot physically force 

someone to disobey Allah, the Exalted. Each person makes a choice to 

obey or disobey Allah, the Exalted, and will therefore face the 

consequences of their choice. Unfortunately, some do not understand this 

important point. They often commit sins and either blame others by 

declaring they were convinced to act in this way or they declare as others 

are committing sins openly it somehow gives them a license to act in the 

same way. The same way a worldly judge in a court of law will never 

accept these excuses neither will Allah, the Exalted, on Judgment Day. It is 

important for muslims not to make culture or fashion the standards for their 

behaviour as this will misguide them and they will be left with no valid 

excuses on Judgment Day. Instead, they should adhere to the teachings of 

Islam which simply outlines how a person must behave in all situations. It is 

time muslims abandon childish excuses and sincerely obey Allah, the 

Exalted, by fulfilling His commands, refraining from His prohibitions and by 



facing destiny with patience according to the traditions of the Holy Prophet 

Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, before they reach a day 

when their excuses will not be accepted by Allah, the Exalted. If Allah, the 

Exalted, will reject the excuses of those who blame the Devil when he is 

their open enemy and promised to misguide them how will Allah, the 

Exalted, accept any other excuse for disobeying Him?  

 



“…But Satan does not promise them except delusion.” 

 

 

He promises some that simply believing in Allah, the Exalted, without 

practically obeying Him is good enough to succeed in both worlds. 

 

 

Disbelief can be a literal rejecting of Islam or through actions, which 

involves disobeying Allah, the Exalted, even though one believes in Him. 

This can be clearly understood by an example. If an unaware person is 

warned by another of an approaching lion and the unaware person takes 

practical steps to obtain safety they will be considered someone who 

believed in the warning given to them as they adapted their behaviour 

based on the warning. Whereas, if the unaware person does not practically 

change their behaviour after being warned, people will suspect that they do 

not believe in the warning given to them even if the unaware person 

verbally claims belief in the warning given to them. 

 

 

Some people claim that their belief and obedience to their God is in their 

hearts and they therefore do not need to demonstrate it practically. 

Unfortunately, this foolish mentality has infected many Muslims who believe 

they possess a pure faithful heart even though they fail to fulfil the 

obligatory duties of Islam. The Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and 

blessings be upon him, has clearly declared in a Hadith found in Sunan Ibn 

Majah, number 3984, that when one's heart is pure the body becomes pure 

which means their actions become correct. But if one's heart is corrupt the 

body becomes corrupt which means their actions will be corrupt and 

incorrect. Therefore, the one who does not obey Allah, the Exalted, by 

fulfilling their duties practically can never have a pure heart.  



 

 

In addition, demonstrating one's faith in Allah, the Exalted, practically is 

their proof and evidence which is required on Judgment Day in order to be 

granted Paradise. Not having this practical evidence is as silly as a student 

who hands back a blank exam paper to their teacher claiming their 

knowledge is in their mind so they therefore do not need to write it down by 

answering the exam questions. The same way this student would 

undoubtedly fail so will a person who reaches Judgment Day without the 

obedience of Allah, the Exalted, in the form of fulfilling His commands, 

refraining from His prohibitions and by facing destiny with patience, even if 

they possess faith in their heart.  



“[Iblees] said, "…If You delay me [i.e., my death] until the Day of 

Resurrection, I will surely destroy his descendants, except for a 

few."…[Allah said] “Indeed, over My [sincere] servants there is for 

you no authority…”” 

 

 

This refers to the sincere servants of Allah, the Exalted. Chapter 15 Al Hijr, 

verses 39-40: 

 

 

“[Iblees] said, "…I will mislead them all. Except, among them, Your sincere 

servants."” 

 

 

In a Hadith found in Sahih Muslim number 196, the Holy Prophet 

Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, advised that Islam is 

sincerity towards: Allah, the Exalted, His book, meaning, the Holy Quran, to 

the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, to the 

leaders of society and to the general public. 

 

 

Sincerity towards Allah, the Exalted, includes fulfilling all the duties given by 

Him in the form of commands and prohibitions, solely for His pleasure. As 

confirmed in a Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari, number 1, all will be judged 

by their intention. So if one is not sincere towards Allah, the Exalted, when 

performing good deeds they will gain no reward in this world or in the next. 

In fact, according to a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 3154, 

those who performed insincere deeds will be told on Judgement Day to 



seek their reward from those who they acted for, which will not be possible. 

Chapter 98 Al Bayyinah, verse 5. 

 

 

"And they were not commanded except to worship Allah, [being] sincere to 

Him in religion....." 

 

 

If one is lax in fulfilling their duties towards Allah, the Exalted, it proves a 

lack of sincerity. Therefore, they should sincerely repent and struggle to 

fulfil them all. It is important to bear in mind Allah, the Exalted, never 

burdens one with duties they cannot perform or handle. Chapter 2 Al 

Baqarah, verse 286. 

 

 

"Allah does not charge a soul except [with that within] its capacity...." 

 

 

Being sincere towards Allah, the Exalted, means that one should always 

choose His pleasure over the pleasure of themself and others. A Muslim 

should always give priority to those actions which are for the sake of Allah, 

the Exalted, over all else. One should love others and dislike their sins for 

the sake of Allah, the Exalted, and not for the sake of their own desires. 

When they help others or refuse to take part in sins it should be for the 

sake of Allah, the Exalted. The one who adopts this mentality has perfected 

their faith. This is confirmed in a Hadith found in Sunan Abu Dawud, 

number 4681. 

 



 

Sincerity towards the Holy Quran includes having deep respect and love for 

the words of Allah, the Exalted. This sincerity is proven when one fulfils the 

three aspects of the Holy Quran. The first is to recite it correctly and 

regularly. The second is to understand its teachings through a reliable 

source and teacher. The final aspect is to act on the teachings of the Holy 

Quran with the aim of pleasing Allah, the Exalted. The sincere muslim gives 

priority to acting on its teachings over acting on their desires which 

contradict the Holy Quran. Modelling one’s character on the Holy Quran is 

the sign of true sincerity towards the book of Allah, the Exalted. This is the 

tradition of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon 

him, which is confirmed in a Hadith found in Sunan Abu Dawud, number 

1342.  

 

 

The next thing mentioned in the main Hadith under discussion is sincerity 

towards the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him. 

This includes striving to acquire knowledge in order to act on his traditions. 

These traditions include the ones related to Allah, the Exalted, in the form 

of worship, and his blessed noble character towards the creation. Chapter 

68 Al Qalam, verse 4: 

 

 

"And indeed, you are of a great moral character." 

 

 

It includes to accept his commands and prohibitions at all times. This has 

been made a duty by Allah, the Exalted. Chapter 59 Al Hashr, verse 7: 

 



 

"...And whatever the Messenger has given you - take; and what he has 

forbidden you - refrain from..." 

 

 

Sincerity includes to give priority to his traditions over the actions of anyone 

else as all paths to Allah, the Exalted, are closed except the path of the 

Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him. Chapter 3 

Alee Imran, verse 31: 

 

 

"Say, [O Muḥammad], "If you should love Allah, then follow me, [so] Allah 

will love you and forgive you your sins..."  

 

 

One must love all those who supported him during his life and after his 

passing, whether they are from his Family or his Companions, may Allah 

be pleased with them all. Supporting those who walk on his path and teach 

his traditions is a duty on those who desire to be sincere to him. Sincerity 

also includes loving those who love him and disliking those who criticise 

him irrespective, of one’s relationship with these people. This is all 

summarised in a single Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari, number 16. It 

advises that a person cannot have true faith until they love Allah, the 

Exalted, and the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon 

him, more than the entire creation. This love must be shown through 

actions not just words.   

 

 



The next thing mentioned in the main Hadith under discussion is being 

sincere to the leaders of the community. This includes kindly offering them 

the best advice and supporting them in their good decisions by any means 

necessary, such as financial or physical help. According to a Hadith found 

in Imam Malik’s Muwatta, book number 56, Hadith number 20, fulfilling this 

duty pleases Allah, the Exalted. Chapter 4 An Nisa, verse 59: 

 

 

"O you who have believed, obey Allah and obey the Messenger and those 

in authority among you..."  

 

 

This makes it clear that it is a duty to obey the leaders of society. But it is 

important to note, this obedience is a duty as long as one does not disobey 

Allah, the Exalted. There is no obedience to the creation if it leads to the 

disobedience of the Creator. In cases like this, revolting against leaders 

should be avoided as it only leads to the harm of innocent people. Instead, 

the leaders should be gently advised good and forbidden evil according to 

the teachings of Islam. One should advise others to act accordingly and 

always supplicate for the leaders to remain on the correct path. If the 

leaders remain straight the general public will remain straight, also. 

 

 

To be deceitful towards the leaders is a sign of hypocrisy, which one must 

avoid at all times. Sincerity also includes striving to obey them in matters 

which unite society on good and warning against anything which causes 

disruption in society.  

 

 



The final thing mentioned in the main Hadith under discussion is sincerity 

towards the general public. This includes desiring the best for them at all 

times and showing this through one’s words and actions. It includes 

advising others to do good, forbidding them from evil, to be merciful and 

kind to others at all times. This can be summed up by a single Hadith found 

in Sahih Muslim, number 170. It warns that one cannot be a true believer 

until they love for others what they desire for themself.  

 

 

Being sincere to people is so important that according to the Hadith found 

in Sahih Bukhari, number 57, the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and 

blessings be upon him, placed this duty next to establishing the obligatory 

prayer and donating the obligatory charity. From this Hadith alone one can 

understand its importance as it has been placed with two vital obligatory 

duties. 

 

 

It is a part of sincerity towards people that one is pleased when they are 

happy and sad whenever they are grieved as long as their attitude does not 

contradict the teachings of Islam. A high level of sincerity includes one 

going to extreme limits to make the lives of others better, even if this puts 

themself in difficulty. For example, one may sacrifice purchasing certain 

things in order to donate the wealth to the needy. Desiring and striving to 

always unite people on good is a part of sincerity towards others. Whereas, 

dividing others is a characteristic of the Devil. Chapter 17 Al Isra, verse 53: 

 

 

“…Satan certainly seeks to sow discord among them…” 

 



 

One way of uniting people is to veil the faults of others and advise them 

privately against sins. The one who acts in this way will have their sins 

veiled by Allah, the Exalted. This is confirmed in a Hadith found in Jami At 

Tirmidhi, number 1426. Whenever possible one should advise and teach 

the aspects of religion and the important aspects of the world to others so 

that both their worldly and religious lives improve. A proof of one’s sincerity 

to others is that they support them in their absence for example, from the 

slander of others. Turning away from others and only worrying about 

oneself is not the attitude of a muslim. In fact, this is how most animals 

behave. Even if one cannot change the whole society they can still be 

sincere in helping those in their life, such as their relatives and friends. 

Simply put, one must treat others how they desire people to treat them. 

Chapter 28 Al Qasas, verse 77: 

 

 

“…And do good as Allah has done good to you…” 



“…And sufficient is your Lord as Disposer of affairs.” 

 

 

Allah, the Exalted, is the only One who is responsible for the affairs and 

needs of the creation and fulfils them all according to His infinite wisdom.  

 

 

A muslim who understands this divine name will only entrust their affairs to 

Allah, the Exalted, knowing He only chooses the best for His servants. 

Chapter 2 Al Baqarah, verse 216: 

 

 

“…But perhaps you hate a thing and it is good for you; and perhaps you 

love a thing and it is bad for you. And Allah knows, while you know not.” 

 

 

They will prove this by being patient and even content in times of difficulty 

and grateful in times of ease.  Patience must be shown from the very onset 

of a calamity until one departs from this world. Gratitude must be shown 

through one’s actions by using all the blessings they possess in ways 

pleasing to Allah, the Exalted. If they persevere on this they may even 

reach the level where they are grateful in every situation knowing the 

Trustee is looking after their affairs in the best possible way. Chapter 65 At 

Talaq, verse 3: 

 

 

“…And whoever relies upon Allah - then He is sufficient for him...” 



 

 

A muslim should act on this divine name by understanding that every 

blessing they possess was granted to them by Allah, the Exalted, therefore 

they are trustees of the blessings not the true owners. They must fulfil the 

duty of a trustee by using each blessing they have been entrusted with 

according to the wishes of the true Owner. The biggest blessing entrusted 

to a muslim is faith. They must fulfil this trust by fulfilling the commands of 

Allah, the Exalted, refrain from His prohibitions and face destiny with 

patience according to the traditions of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace 

and blessings be upon him. These blessings also include one’s dependents 

therefore a muslim must fulfil this trust by treating and teaching their 

dependents according to the teachings of Islam without any signs of 

neglect.  



“…And sufficient is your Lord as Disposer of affairs.” 

 

 

The Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, 

indicated the infinite and absolute power and authority of Allah, the 

Exalted, in a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 2516. This Hadith 

advises that the entire creation cannot benefit a person if Allah, the 

Exalted, did not desire them to do so. Similarly, the entire creation 

together could not harm someone if Allah, the Exalted, did not desire 

them to. This means only what Allah, the Exalted, decides happens 

within the universe. It is important to note, that this advice does not 

indicate one should abandon using means, such as medicine, but it 

means that one can use the means as they have been created by none 

other than Allah, the Exalted, but they must understand that Allah, the 

Exalted, is the only One who decides the outcome of all things. For 

example, they are many sick people who take medicine and recover 

from their illness. But they are others who take medicine and do not 

recover. This indicates that another factor decides the end result 

namely, the will of Allah, the Exalted. Chapter 9 At Tawbah, verse 51: 

 

 

“Say, "Never will we be struck except by what Allah has decreed for 

us…” 

 

 

The one who understands this knows that anything that affected them 

could not have been avoided. And those things which missed them 

could never have been obtained. 

 

 



It is important to note, that whatever the end result even if it is against a 

person's desire they should remain patient and truly believe Allah, the 

Exalted, has chosen the best for them even if they do not observe the 

wisdom behind the outcome. Chapter 2 Al Baqarah, verse 216: 

 

 

“…But perhaps you hate a thing and it is good for you; and perhaps you 

love a thing and it is bad for you. And Allah knows, while you know not.” 

 

 

When one truly understands this truth they stop relying on the creation 

knowing they cannot innately harm or benefit them. Instead, they turn to 

Allah, the Exalted, seeking His support and protection through sincere 

obedience by fulfilling His commands, refraining from His prohibitions 

and by facing destiny with patience. This leads a muslim to trusting in 

Allah, the Exalted. It also encourages one to only fear Allah, the Exalted, 

as they know the creation cannot harm them without the will of Allah, the 

Exalted.  

 

 

Recognising that all things which occur within one’s life and the universe 

originate from Allah, the Exalted, is a part of understanding the Oneness 

of Allah, the Exalted. This is a topic which has no end and goes beyond 

only superficially believing that there is none worthy of worship except 

Allah, the Exalted. When this is fixed in one's heart then they only hope 

in Allah, the Exalted, knowing He is the only One who can help them. 

They will only submit and obey Allah, the Exalted, in all aspects of their 

life. In reality, a person only obeys another in order to receive protection 

from harm or gain some benefit. Only Allah, the Exalted, can grant this 

therefore only He deserves to be obeyed and worshipped. If anyone 

chooses the obedience of another over the obedience of Allah, the 

Exalted, this shows they believe that this other can bring them some sort 



of benefit or protect them from harm. This is a sign of the weakness of 

their faith. The source of all things which occur is Allah, the Exalted, so 

muslims should only obey Him. Chapter 35 Fatir, verse 2: 

 

 

“Whatever Allah grants to people of mercy - none can withhold it; and 

whatever He withholds - none can release it thereafter…” 

 

 

It is important to note, that obeying a person which encourages the 

obedience of Allah, the Exalted, in reality is obeying Allah, the Exalted. 

For example, obeying the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and 

blessings be upon him. Chapter 4 An Nisa, verse 80: 

 

 

“He who obeys the Messenger has obeyed Allah…” 
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