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Introduction 
 

 

The following short book discusses the role of people as the Successors 

on the Earth. This discussion is based on Chapter 6 Al An’am, Verse 

165 of the Holy Quran:  

 

 

“And it is He who has made you successors upon the earth and has 

raised some of you above others in degrees [of rank] that He may try 

you through what He has given you. Indeed, your Lord is swift in penalty; 

but indeed, He is Forgiving and Merciful.” 

 

 

Implementing the lessons discussed will aid a Muslim to Achieve Noble 

Character. According to the Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 

2003, the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, 

has advised that the heaviest thing in the Scales of Judgment Day will 

be Noble Character. It is one of qualities of the Holy Prophet 

Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, which Allah, the Exalted, 

complimented in Chapter 68 Al Qalam, Verse 4 of the Holy Quran: 

 

 

“And indeed, you are of a great moral character.” 

 

 

Therefore, it is a duty on all Muslims to gain and act on the teachings of 

the Holy Quran and the traditions of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, 

peace and blessings be upon him, in order to Achieve Noble Character.



Successors on the Earth 
 

Chapter 6 – Al An’am, Verse 165 

 

 

 

“And it is He who has made you successors upon the earth and has 

raised some of you above others in degrees [of rank] that He may try 

you through what He has given you. Indeed, your Lord is swift in penalty; 

but indeed, He is Forgiving and Merciful.” 



“And it is He who has made you successors upon the earth…” 

 

 

Muslims must remember the very important position they have been 

appointed to by Allah, the Exalted, namely, the ambassadors of Islam. It 

is extremely important for muslims to fulfil this duty according to their 

potential. The best way to achieve this is by fulfilling the commands of 

Allah, the Exalted, refraining from His prohibitions and being patient with 

His choices. Islam spread across the entire globe because the righteous 

predecessors took this duty very seriously. When they gained and acted 

on beneficial knowledge the outside world recognised the truthfulness of 

Islam through their behaviour. This caused countless people to enter the 

fold of Islam. Unfortunately, many muslims today believe that showing 

others about Islam is merely in one's appearance, such as growing a 

beard or wearing a scarf. This is only an aspect of representing Islam. 

The greatest part is by adopting the characteristics of Holy Prophet 

Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, discussed in the Holy 

Quran and his traditions. Only with this attitude will the outside world 

observe the true nature of Islam. A muslim should always remember that 

adopting an Islamic appearance while possessing characteristics which 

oppose the teachings of Islam only causes the outside world to 

disrespect Islam. They will be held accountable for this disrespect as 

they are the cause of it. A muslim should therefore behave as a true 

ambassador of Islam by adopting the inward teachings of Islam as well 

as the outer appearance of Islam.  

 

 

In addition, this important position should remind muslims that they will 

be held accountable and questioned whether they fulfilled this role or not 

on Judgment Day. The same way a king would become angry at their 

diplomat and representative if they failed to fulfil their duty so will Allah, 

the Exalted, become angry with the muslim who fails to fulfill their duty 

as an ambassador of Islam.   

 



“And it is He who has made you successors upon the earth and 

has raised some of you above others in degrees [of rank] that He 

may try you through what He has given you…” 

 

 

It is important for a muslim to be observant in their daily life and avoid 

being too self-absorbed in their own worldly matters so that they become 

heedless over the things which are occurring around them and the 

things which have already occurred. This is an important quality to 

possess as it is an excellent way to strengthen one's faith which in turn 

helps one to remain obedient to Allah, the Exalted, at all times. For 

example, when a muslim observes a sick person they should not only 

aid them by whatever means they possess, even if it is only a 

supplication, but they should reflect on their own health and understand 

that they too will eventually lose their good health either by an illness, 

ageing or even death. This should inspire them to be grateful for their 

good health and show this through their actions by taking advantage of 

their good health in both worldly and religious matters which are 

pleasing to Allah, the Exalted.   

 

 

When they observe the death of a rich person they should not only feel 

sad for the deceased and their family but realise that one day which is 

unknown to them they will die also. They should understand that just like 

the rich person was abandoned by their wealth, fame and family at their 

grave so will they too be left only with their deeds in their grave. This will 

encourage them to prepare for their grave and the hereafter.  

 

 

This attitude can and should be applied to all things one observes. A 

muslim should learn a lesson from everything around them which has 

been advised in the Holy Quran. Chapter 3 Alee Imran, verse 191: 



 

 

“…and give thought to the creation of the heavens and the earth, 

[saying], "Our Lord, You did not create this aimlessly; exalted are You 

[above such a thing]; then protect us from the punishment of the Fire.”” 

 

 

Those who behave in this manner will strengthen their faith on a daily 

basis whereas those who are too self-absorbed in their worldly life will 

remain heedless which may lead them to their destruction.  

 
 



“…and has raised some of you above others in degrees [of rank] 

that He may try you through what He has given you…” 

 

 

In a Hadith found in Sunan Ibn Majah, number 4210, the Holy Prophet 

Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, warned that envy 

destroys good deeds just like fire consumes wood. 

 

 

Envy is a serious and major sin because the envier’s problem is not with 

another person in reality it is with Allah, the Exalted, as He is the One 

who granted the blessing which is envied. So a person’s envy only 

demonstrates their displeasure with the allocation and choice of Allah, 

the Exalted. They believe Allah, the Exalted, made a mistake when He 

allocated a particular blessing to another person instead of them.  

 

 

Some exert efforts through their speech and actions in order to 

confiscate the blessing from the other person which is undoubtedly a sin. 

The worse kind is when the envier strives to remove the blessing from 

the owner even if the envier does not obtain the blessing. Envy is only 

lawful when a person does not act on their feelings, dislikes their 

feelings and strives to obtain a similar blessing without the owner losing 

the blessing. Even though this type is not a sin it is considered disliked if 

the envy is over a worldly blessing and praiseworthy if it is over a 

religious blessing. For example, the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace 

and blessings be upon him, mentioned two examples of the 

praiseworthy type in a Hadith found in Sahih Muslim, number 1896. The 

first person who can be lawfully envied is the one who acquires and 

spends lawful wealth in ways pleasing to Allah, the Exalted. The second 

person who can be lawfully envied is the one who uses their knowledge 

in the correct way and teaches it to others. 



 

 

An envious muslim should strive to remove this feeling from their heart 

by showing good character and kindness towards the person envied 

such as praising their good qualities and supplicating for them until their 

envy becomes love for them.  

 



“…and has raised some of you above others in degrees [of rank] 

that He may try you through what He has given you…” 

 

 

Whenever a muslim finds themself on a lawful path they should firstly 

show true gratitude to Allah, the Exalted, by using the blessings He 

alone granted them in the way prescribed by Islam. The other important 

thing is that a muslim should never look down on others believing that 

their path is somehow superior to the path of others especially those 

who are on a lawful path also. This only leads to pride which will lead 

one to Hell. This is confirmed in a Hadith found in Sahih Muslim, number 

266. Instead, they should firstly understand that they are unaware of the 

final outcome of their life or the lives of others. Someone on an unlawful 

path can easily sincerely repent and be saved before death.  

 

 

Secondly, in the case of others on a lawful path a muslim should 

understand that each person has been granted the best path for them 

which differs from the best possible path of others. For example, one 

muslim may spend most of their time in a Mosque and another muslim 

may spend most of their time on lawful worldly things, such as an 

occupation. The first muslim is not better than the second as each 

person is on the best path for them. If they swapped places it would 

most likely lead them to destruction. For example, if they swapped the 

one who now spends time in a Mosque could adopt pride and thus be 

destroyed. So it is better for them to be involved in lawful worldly things. 

On the other hand, the other muslim who now dedicates most of their 

time to the material world could get lost in it and head towards the 

unlawful. So it would be better for this muslim to spend most of their time 

in a Mosque.  

 

 



Therefore, muslims should never be jealous nor look down upon each 

other as each person is on the best possible path for them, as long as 

this path is lawful. This attitude will always lead to humility and mutual 

love for each other and according to a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, 

number 2510, sincerely loving each other for the sake of Allah, the 

Exalted, is a characteristic which leads one to Paradise. It is important to 

note, this discussion does not mean one should not try to improve 

themself by acting on the teachings of Islam. It means they should be 

happy for others who are journeying down a lawful path. 

 

 

 



“…and has raised some of you above others in degrees [of rank] 

that He may try you through what He has given you…” 

 

 

In a Hadith found in Sunan Ibn Majah, number 4142, the Holy Prophet 

Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, advised muslims to 

observe those who possess less worldly things than them instead of 

those who possess more as this will prevent them from becoming 

ungrateful.  

 

 

Unfortunately, some incorrectly observe the lives of others which appear 

to be better than their own life. For example, normal people often 

observe celebrities and mistakenly believe their life is better. In most 

cases, this concept is not true. As people who appear to be in a better 

situation may well be facing difficulties which would make others not 

wish to trade places with them. An outsider will only observe things from 

one point of view. But if they could see the whole story they would 

realise everyone faces problems and no one has the perfect life 

irrespective of what their own or how famous they are. Often this 

misconception is caused by the media. But people fail to remember that 

the aim of the media is to paint a certain picture of the lives of celebrities 

which look appealing to read about. In most cases, if they only reported 

facts without sugar coating them the majority of their customers would 

turn away from them. 

 

  

Muslims must avoid this false belief as it is a tool of the Devil who uses it 

to inspire people to become ungrateful over what they possess. The 

correct mind-set which has been advised in this Hadith will prevent one 

becoming ungrateful to Allah, the Exalted. Whenever a muslim feels 



ungrateful they should shift their focus to the countless people who are 

living in severe poverty and facing much greater hardships than them. 

 

  

The grass is not greener on the other side of the fence it is in fact green 

enough on one’s own side. Chapter 2 Al Baqarah, verse 216: 

 

 

“…But perhaps you hate a thing and it is good for you; and perhaps you 

love a thing and it is bad for you. And Allah knows, while you know not.” 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 



“…and has raised some of you above others in degrees [of rank] 

that He may try you through what He has given you…” 

 

 

The Devil tries to convince muslims to always observe those who are 

worse than them in behaviour in order to justify their lack of striving in 

the obedience of Allah, the Exalted, and improving their character and 

behaviour for the better. For example, a muslim who offers their 

obligatory prayers once in a while will observe someone who does not 

pray at all in order to make themself feel better. A thief will look at a 

murderer and convince themself stealing is not so bad. The examples 

are endless. It is very strange how these muslims so easily observe 

those who appear worse than them in order to justify their lack of effort 

in obeying Allah, the Exalted, but these same people will not observe 

those who are in a worse off position than them when they face 

difficulties. For example, the person who suffers from back pain will not 

observe the one who is physically disabled so that it prevents them from 

complaining. This attitude has specifically been advised by the Holy 

Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, in a Hadith 

found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 2513. 

 

  

In addition, if observing those who appear worse in their behaviour does 

not save one from punishment in a worldly court, such as a thief being 

pardoned by a judge because there are many murderers in the world, 

how can one imagine this excuse will hold up in the court of Allah, the 

Exalted?  

 

 

Muslims should therefore avoid this trap of the Devil by observing those 

who appear better than them so that they are inspired to improve their 

character and behaviour progressively for the pleasure of Allah, the 



Exalted. This is what Allah, the Exalted, demands meaning, He does not 

demand perfection.  

 



“…and has raised some of you above others in degrees [of rank] 

that He may try you through what He has given you…” 

 

 

Unfortunately, some muslims have adopted a weak characteristic which 

only hinders them from improving for the better. Namely, they compare 

their situation and circumstances to others who are facing easier 

circumstances and use this as an excuse not to increase their obedience 

to Allah, the Exalted, by fulfilling His commands, refraining from His 

prohibitions and by facing destiny with patience according to the 

traditions of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon 

him. For example, a person who works full time excuses their lack of 

striving in the obedience of Allah, the Exalted, by comparing themself to 

someone who works part time and simply claims it is easier for them to 

increase their obedience to Allah, the Exalted, as they have more free 

time. Or a poorer muslim turns away from giving any form of charity by 

observing those who possess more wealth and claims that the wealthy 

person can more easily give charity than them. They fail to understand 

that these excuses may make their souls feel better but it does not aid 

them in this world or in the next. Allah, the Exalted, does not desire 

people to act according to the means of others He only desires people to 

act in His obedience according to their own means. For example, a 

person who works full time can dedicate whatever free time they 

possess in the obedience of Allah, the Exalted, even if that is less than 

someone who works part time. In this respect what the part timer does 

has no effect on the one who works full time so using them as an excuse 

not to strive harder is simply a lame excuse. The poor muslim should 

simply donate according to their means even if that is much less than 

the wealthy person as Allah, the Exalted, will judge them on what they 

do and He will not judge them according to what other muslims do.  

 

 

Muslims should give up these useless excuses and simply obey Allah, 

the Exalted, according to their own means. 



“…and has raised some of you above others in degrees [of rank] 

that He may try you through what He has given you…” 

 

 

In a divine Hadith of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings 

be upon him, found in Sahih Bukhari, number 6502, Allah, the Exalted, 

declares that a muslim can only draw close to Him through fulfilling their 

obligatory duties. And they can achieve the love of Allah, the Exalted, 

through voluntary righteous deeds.  

 

 

This description splits the servants of Allah, the Exalted, into two 

categories. The first group draws near to Allah, the Exalted, by fulfilling 

their obligatory duties in respect to Allah, the Exalted, such as the 

obligatory prayer, and in respect to people, such as the obligatory 

charity. This can be summed up by fulfilling the commands of Allah, the 

Exalted, refraining from His prohibitions and being patient with destiny.  

 

 

The second category of those who are brought near to Allah, the 

Exalted, are superior to the first group as they not only fulfil their 

obligatory duties but strive in voluntary righteous deeds. This clearly 

shows that this is the only path to the proximity of Allah, the Exalted. 

Whoever takes a path other than this will not achieve this vital goal. This 

completely rejects the concept of obtaining sainthood without striving in 

obedience to Allah, the Exalted. The person who claims this is simply a 

liar. The Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, 

has confirmed in a Hadith found in Sahih Muslim, number 4094, that 

when the spiritual heart is pure the rest of the body becomes pure. This 

leads to righteous deeds. So if a person does not perform righteous 

deeds, such as their obligatory duties, then their body is impure which 



means their spiritual heart is impure as well. This person can never 

reach the proximity of Allah, the Exalted.  

 

 

It is important to note, the greatest voluntary righteous deeds one can 

perform are those based on the traditions of the Holy Prophet 

Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him. Anyone who chooses to 

perform voluntary righteous deeds not based on his traditions has been 

fooled by the Devil as no path will take one close to Allah, the Exalted, 

except the path and actions of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and 

blessings be upon him. Chapter 3 Alee Imran, verse 31: 

 

 

“Say, [O Muhammad], "If you should love Allah, then follow me, [so] 

Allah will love you and forgive you your sins….” 

 

 

The pious muslims who belong in the second higher group are also 

those who avoid unnecessary things of this material world. This attitude 

aids them in focusing their efforts on performing voluntary righteous 

deeds. It is this group who have perfected their faith by loving, hating, 

giving and withholding all for the sake of Allah, the Exalted. This has 

been advised in a Hadith found in Sunan Abu Dawud, number 4681.  

 

 

 



“…and has raised some of you above others in degrees [of rank] 

that He may try you through what He has given you…” 

 

 

Muslims often increase their obedience to Allah, the Exalted, such as 

attending the Mosques for the congregational prayers or reciting more 

spiritual exercises in times of difficulty. But in times of ease they often 

relax and become lazy. But it is important to note, that generally it is 

more important to be more on guard and increase one's obedience 

during times of ease then times of difficulty. This is because one often 

sins more during times of ease than difficulty, such as abandoning their 

obligatory duties. If one reviews the different misguided people in 

history, such as Pharaoh and Quroon they will observe that their sins 

only multiplied during times of ease. Someone who is facing a difficulty 

where they are stuck and have no option but to patiently wait for relief is 

less likely to sin as they desire to be relieved of their difficulty. Whereas, 

a person experiencing times of ease will be in a better position to enjoy 

and over indulge in worldly things which often leads to sins. For 

example, a person facing poverty is less likely to sin as many sins 

require wealth. Whereas, a wealthy person is in an easier position to 

commit those sins, such as purchasing alcohol or drugs. Therefore, 

muslims should take note of this and ensure they maintain or even 

increase their obedience to Allah, the Exalted, during times of ease so 

that they do not fall into sins and disobedience.  

 

 

In addition, the one who is obedient to Allah, the Exalted, by fulfilling His 

commands and refraining from His prohibitions during times of ease will 

gain the support of Allah, the Exalted, during their times of difficulty 

which will aid them to overcome them successfully. Chapter 47 

Muhammad, verse 7: 

 

 



“O you who have believed, if you support Allah, He will support you and 

plant firmly your feet.” 



“…and has raised some of you above others in degrees [of rank] 

that He may try you through what He has given you…” 

 

 

A muslim can only pass this test when they use the blessings granted to 

them in ways pleasing to Allah, the Exalted. 

 

 

In reality, in most cases nothing in this material world in itself is good or 

bad, such as wealth. What makes a thing good or bad is the way it is 

used. It is important to understand that the very purpose of everything 

which was created by Allah, the Exalted, was for it to be used correctly 

according to the teachings of Islam. When something is not used 

correctly it in reality becomes useless. For example, wealth is useful in 

both worlds when it is used correctly such as being spent on the 

necessities of a person and their dependents. But it can become useless 

and even a curse for its bearer if it is not used correctly, such as being 

hoarded or spent on sinful things. Simply hoarding wealth causes wealth 

to lose value. How can paper and metal coins one tucks away be 

useful? In this respect, there is no difference between a blank piece of 

paper and a note of money. It is only useful when it is used correctly.  

 

 

So if a muslim desires all their worldly possessions to become a blessing 

for them in both worlds all they have to do is use them correctly 

according to the teachings found in the Holy Quran and the traditions of 

the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him. But if 

they use them incorrectly then the same blessing will become a burden 

and curse for them in both worlds. It is as simple as that.  

 



“…and has raised some of you above others in degrees [of rank] 

that He may try you through what He has given you…” 

 

 

A muslim can only pass this test when they use the blessings granted to 

them in ways pleasing to Allah, the Exalted. One can adopt this correct 

attitude when they understand the purpose of these blessings. 

 

 

Every worldly blessing a muslim possesses is only a means which 

should aid them in reaching the hereafter safely. It is not an end in itself. 

For example, wealth is a means one should use in order to obey Allah, 

the Exalted, by fulfilling the commands of Allah, the Exalted, fulfilling 

their necessities and the necessities of their dependents. It is not an end 

or an ultimate goal in itself.  

 

 

This not only aids a muslim in maintaining their focus on the hereafter 

but it also aids them whenever they lose worldly blessings. When a 

muslim treats each worldly blessing, such as a child, as a means to 

please Allah, the Exalted, and reach the hereafter safely then losing it 

will not have such a detrimental impact on them. They may become sad, 

which is an acceptable emotion, but they will not become grieved which 

leads to impatience and other mental problems, such as depression. 

This is because they firmly believe the worldly blessing they possessed 

was only a means so losing it does not cause a loss in the ultimate goal 

namely, Paradise, the loss of which is disastrous. Therefore, still 

possessing and concentrating on the ultimate goal will prevent them 

from becoming grieved.  

 

 



In addition, they will understand that just like the thing they lost was only 

a means they firmly believe they will be provided with another means to 

reach and fulfil their ultimate goal by Allah, the Exalted. This will also 

prevent them from grieving. Whereas, the one who believes their worldly 

blessing is the end instead of a means will experience severe grief when 

losing it as their whole purpose and objective has been lost. This grief 

will lead to depression and other mental issues.  

 

 

To conclude, muslims should treat each blessing they possess as a 

means to reach the hereafter safely not as an end in itself. This is how 

one can possess things without being possessed by them. This is how 

they can keep worldly things in their hands and not in their hearts.  



“…Indeed, your Lord is swift in penalty…” 

 

 

Allah, the Exalted, takes revenge on those who oppress His weak 

servants as they do not possess the power to defend nor avenge 

themselves.  

 

 

A muslim who understands this divine name will not oppress the 

servants of Allah, the Exalted, especially those who appear defenceless 

as in reality their Protector and Avenger is Allah, the Exalted. Allah, the 

Exalted, will take revenge for His servants during their lives on Earth and 

especially on Judgement Day. He will establish justice by forcing the 

oppressor to hand over their righteous deeds to their victim and if 

necessary, the victim’s sins will be shifted to their oppressor. This may 

well cause the oppressor to be hurled into Hell. This is confirmed in a 

Hadith found in Sahih Muslim, number 6579.  

 

 

A muslim must act on this divine name by taking revenge against their 

own inner Devil which inspires them towards evil by subjecting it to the 

strict obedience of Allah, the Exalted, which involves fulfilling His 

commands, refraining from His prohibitions and by facing destiny with 

patience. And a muslim must seek revenge on all things which prevent 

them from the obedience of Allah, the Exalted, by turning away from 

them.  



“…but indeed, He is Forgiving…” 

 

 

Allah, the Exalted, conceals and covers the faults of His repentant 

servants without punishing them or holding it against them in anyway.  

 

 

A muslim should therefore never lose hope in the mercy of Allah, the 

Exalted, as this leads to unbelief. Chapter 12 Yusuf, verse 87: 

 

 

“…and despair not of relief from Allah. Indeed, no one despairs of relief 

from Allah except the disbelieving people." 

 

 

A muslim should understand that the forgiveness of Allah, the Exalted, is 

unlimited while their sins will always be limited. The limited can never 

overcome the unlimited. But it is important to note this applies to the one 

who repents sincerely not the person who continues sinning believing 

they will be forgiven. This is merely wishful thinking not true hope in the 

forgiveness of Allah, the Exalted. Sincere repentance involves feeling 

remorse, seeking forgiveness from Allah, the Exalted, and if necessary 

from people, sincerely promising to refrain from the same or similar sin 

again and making up for any rights which have been violated in respect 

to Allah, the Exalted, and people. 

 

 

Muslims should act on this blessed divine name by overlooking and 

forgiving the mistakes of others. It is logical to understand that if one 



desires the forgiveness of Allah, the Exalted, they should learn to forgive 

others. Chapter 24 An Nur, verse 22: 

 

 

“…and let them pardon and overlook. Would you not like that Allah 

should forgive you? And Allah is Forgiving and Merciful.” 

 



“…but indeed, He is…Merciful.” 

 

 

Allah, the Exalted, is the Most Merciful according to His infinite status. 

This attribute means that Allah, the Exalted, bestows countless favours 

on the creation and is always extremely kind to them. This same 

characteristic has been attributed to others such as the Holy Prophet 

Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him. Chapter 9 At Tawbah, 

verse 128: 

 

 

“There has certainly come to you a Messenger from among yourselves. 

Grievous to him is what you suffer; [he is] concerned over you [i.e., your 

guidance] and to the believers is kind and merciful.” 

 

 

When used in reference to the creation merciful means soft-hearted and 

compassionate. A muslim must adopt these qualities by looking at the 

creation through the eye of mercy and by treating them with mercy and 

compassion whether they are obedient or sinful. Many Hadiths such as 

the one found in Sahih Muslim, number 6030, indicate that the one who 

does not show mercy to others will not be shown mercy by Allah, the 

Exalted. So it is vital for muslims to show mercy to all through their 

actions such as financial and physical help and through their words such 

as supplicating for them. Islam in fact rewards a muslim who shows 

mercy to all living things such as animals. This has been confirmed in a 

Hadith found in Sunan Abu Dawud, number 2550. In addition, the mercy 

they show should not be selective or occasional instead they should 

strive to demonstrate mercy at all times with all of creation. 



“…Indeed, your Lord is swift in penalty; but indeed, He is Forgiving 

and Merciful.” 

 

 

In a long divine Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari, number 7405, Allah, the 

Exalted, advises that He acts and treats His servant according to their 

perception of Him. This means if a muslim has good thoughts and 

expects good from Allah, the Exalted, He in turn will not disappoint them. 

Similarly, if a person harbours negative thoughts about Allah, the 

Exalted, such as believing they will not be forgiven then Allah, the 

Exalted, may act according to their belief.  

 

 

It is important to note, there is a vast difference between true hope in 

Allah, the Exalted, which this Hadith refers to and wishful thinking. 

Wishful thinking is when one fails to strive in the obedience of Allah, the 

Exalted, by fulfilling His commands, refraining from His prohibitions and 

by facing destiny with patience and then expects Allah, the Exalted, to 

forgive them. This is not true hope it is merely wishful thinking. This is 

like a farmer who fails to plant any seeds, fails to water their crop and 

still hopes to reap a large harvest. True hope is when one strives to obey 

Allah, the Exalted, and whenever they slip up they sincerely repent and 

then hope for the mercy and forgiveness of Allah, the Exalted. This is 

like a farmer who plants seeds, waters their crop, dedicates effort to 

keeping the crop healthy and then hopes for a large harvest. The Holy 

Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, has 

summarised this explanation in a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, 

number 2459.  

 

 

Generally speaking, a muslim should harbour more fear of Allah, the 

Exalted, during their life as it prevents sins which is superior to hope 



which inspires one to perform righteous deeds especially, the voluntary 

type. But during periods of illness and difficulty and especially at the time 

of death a muslim should have nothing but hope in the mercy of Allah, 

the Exalted, even if they have spent their life disobeying Him as this has 

specifically been commanded by the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace 

and blessings be upon him, in a Hadith found in Sahih Muslim, number 

2877. 
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