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Introduction

The following short book discusses some aspects of Obtaining Divine
Love. This discussion is based on Chapter 5 Al Ma’idah, Verse 54 of the
Holy Quran:

‘O you who have believed, whoever of you should revert from his
religion - Allah will bring forth [in place of them] a people He will love and
who will love Him [who are] humble toward the believers, strong against
the disbelievers; they strive in the cause of Allah and do not fear the
blame of a critic. That is the favor of Allah; He bestows it upon whom He
wills. And Allah is all-Encompassing and Knowing.”

Implementing the lessons discussed will aid a Muslim to Achieve Noble
Character. According to the Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number
2003, the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him,
has advised that the heaviest thing in the Scales of Judgment Day will
be Noble Character. It is one of qualities of the Holy Prophet
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, which Allah, the Exalted,
complimented in Chapter 68 Al Qalam, Verse 4 of the Holy Quran:

“And indeed, you are of a great moral character.”



Therefore, it is a duty on all Muslims to gain and act on the teachings of
the Holy Quran and the traditions of the Holy Prophet Muhammad,
peace and blessings be upon him, in order to Achieve Noble Character.



Obtaining Divine Love

Chapter 5 - Al Ma'idah, Verse 54
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“O you who have believed, whoever of you should revert from his
religion - Allah will bring forth [in place of them] a people He will love and
who will love Him [who are] humble toward the believers, strong against

the disbelievers; they strive in the cause of Allah and do not fear the
blame of a critic. That is the favor of Allah; He bestows it upon whom He
wills. And Allah is all-Encompassing and Knowing.”



“O you who have believed...”

In a Hadith found in Sunan An Nasai, number 4998, the Holy Prophet
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, advised the signs of a
true Muslim and a true believer. A true Muslim is the one who keeps
their verbal and physical harm away from others. This in fact, includes all
people irrespective of their faith. It includes all types of verbal and
physical sins which can cause harm or distress to another. This can
include failing to give the best advice to others as this contradicts
sincerity towards others which has been commanded in a Hadith found
in Sunan An Nasai, number 4204. It includes advising others to disobey
Allah, the Exalted, thereby, inviting them towards sins. A Muslim should
avoid this behavior as they will be taken account for every person who
acts on their bad advice. This has been warned in a Hadith found in
Sahih Muslim, number 2351.

Physical harm includes causing problems for other people's livelihood,
committing fraud, conning others and physical abuse. All of these
characteristics contradict Islamic teachings and must be avoided.

A true believer, according to the main Hadith under discussion, is the
one who keeps their harm away from the lives and property of others.
Again, this applies to all people irrespective of their faith. This includes
stealing, misusing or damaging the property and belongings of others.
Whenever one is entrusted with someone else's property they must
ensure they only use it with the owner’s permission and in a way which
Is pleasing and agreeable to the owner. The Holy Prophet Muhammad,
peace and blessings be upon him, has warned in a Hadith found in
Sunan An Nasai, number 5421, that whoever illegally takes someone



else's property, through a false oath, even if it is as small as a twig of a
tree will go to Hell.

To conclude a Muslim must support their verbal declaration of belief with
actions as they are the physical proof of one’s belief which will be
needed in order to obtain success on the Day of Judgment. In addition, a
Muslim should fulfill the characteristics of true belief in respect to Allah,
the Exalted, and people. An excellent way of achieving this in respect to
people is to simply treat others how they wish to be treated by people,
which is with respect and peace.



“O you who have believed, whoever of you should revert from his
religion - Allah will bring forth [in place of them] a people He will
love and who will love Him...”

The disbelief can be a literal rejecting of Islam or through actions, which
involves disobeying Allah, the Exalted, even though one believes in Him.
This can be clearly understood by an example. If an unaware person is
warned by another of an approaching lion and the unaware person takes
practical steps to obtain safety they will be considered someone who
believed in the warning given to them as they adapted their behaviour
based on the warning. Whereas, if the unaware person does not
practically change their behaviour after being warned, people will
suspect that they do not believe in the warning given to them even if the
unaware person verbally claims belief in the warning given to them.

Some people claim that their belief and obedience to their God is in their
hearts and they therefore do not need to demonstrate it practically.
Unfortunately, this foolish mentality has infected many Muslims who
believe they possess a pure faithful heart even though they fail to fulfil
the obligatory duties of Islam. The Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and
blessings be upon him, has clearly declared in a Hadith found in Sunan
Ibn Majah, number 3984, that when one's heart is pure the body
becomes pure which means their actions become correct. But if one's
heart is corrupt the body becomes corrupt which means their actions will
be corrupt and incorrect. Therefore, the one who does not obey Allah,
the Exalted, by fulfilling their duties practically can never have a pure
heart.



In addition, demonstrating one's faith in Allah, the Exalted, practically is
their proof and evidence which is required on Judgment Day in order to
be granted Paradise. Not having this practical evidence is as silly as a
student who hands back a blank exam paper to their teacher claiming
their knowledge is in their mind so they therefore do not need to write it
down by answering the exam questions. The same way this student
would undoubtedly fail so will a person who reaches Judgment Day
without the obedience of Allah, the Exalted, in the form of fulfilling His
commands, refraining from His prohibitions and by facing destiny with
patience, even if they possess faith in their heart.



“O you who have believed, whoever of you should revert from his
religion - Allah will bring forth [in place of them] a people He will
love and who will love Him...”

An aspect of this is when Muslims fail to fulfill their duty as the
ambassadors of Islam. It is extremely important for Muslims to fulfil this
duty according to their potential. The best way to achieve this is by
fulfilling the commands of Allah, the Exalted, refraining from His
prohibitions and being patient with His choices. Islam spread across the
entire globe because the righteous predecessors took this duty very
seriously. When they gained and acted on beneficial knowledge the
outside world recognised the truthfulness of Islam through their
behaviour. This caused countless people to enter the fold of Islam.
Unfortunately, many Muslims today believe that showing others about
Islam is merely in one's appearance, such as growing a beard or
wearing a scarf. This is only an aspect of representing Islam. The
greatest part is by adopting the characteristics of Holy Prophet
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, discussed in the Holy
Quran and his traditions. Only with this attitude will the outside world
observe the true nature of Islam. A Muslim should always remember that
adopting an Islamic appearance while possessing characteristics which
oppose the teachings of Islam only causes the outside world to
disrespect Islam. They will be held accountable for this disrespect as
they are the cause of it. A Muslim should therefore behave as a true
ambassador of Islam by adopting the inward teachings of Islam as well
as the outer appearance of Islam.

In addition, this important position should remind Muslims that they will
be held accountable and questioned whether they fulfilled this role or not
on Judgment Day. The same way a king would become angry at their
diplomat and representative if they failed to fulfil their duty so will Allah,



the Exalted, become angry with the Muslim who fails to fulfill their duty
as an ambassador of Islam.



“O you who have believed, whoever of you should revert from his
religion - Allah will bring forth [in place of them] a people He will
love and who will love Him...”

Allah, the Exalted, is rich beyond needing anything whereas the creation
are poor and are completely in need of Him.

The Muslim who understands this divine name will seek all things from
Allah, the Exalted, through sincere obedience by fulfilling His
commands, refraining from His prohibitions and by facing destiny with
patience. They will understand that both worldly and religious richness
which are free of any defects can only be achieved through the sincere
obedience of Allah, the Exalted.

A Muslim must act on this divine name by striving to become
independent of people and only rely on Allah, the Exalted. In fact,
becoming independent of the material world and the possessions of
people will lead to the love of Allah, the Exalted, and the love of people
according to a Hadith found in Sunan Ibn Majah, number 4102. This is
achieved when one uses the blessings they have been given, such as
good health, to lawfully fulfil their needs and the needs of their
dependents and avoid laziness by relying on others, such as the
government, to fulfil this duty for them.



“...Allah will bring forth [in place of them] a people He will love...”

In a divine Hadith of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings
be upon him, found in Sahih Bukhari, number 6502, Allah, the Exalted,
declares that a Muslim can only draw close to Him through fulfilling their
obligatory duties. And they can achieve the love of Allah, the Exalted,
through voluntary righteous deeds.

This description splits the servants of Allah, the Exalted, into two
categories. The first group draws near to Allah, the Exalted, by fulfilling
their obligatory duties in respect to Allah, the Exalted, such as the
obligatory prayer, and in respect to people, such as the obligatory
charity. This can be summed up by fulfilling the commands of Allah, the
Exalted, refraining from His prohibitions and being patient with destiny.

The second category of those who are brought near to Allah, the
Exalted, are superior to the first group as they not only fulfil their
obligatory duties but strive in voluntary righteous deeds. This clearly
shows that this is the only path to the proximity of Allah, the Exalted.
Whoever takes a path other than this will not achieve this vital goal. This
completely rejects the concept of obtaining sainthood without striving in
obedience to Allah, the Exalted. The person who claims this is simply a
liar. The Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him,
has confirmed in a Hadith found in Sahih Muslim, number 4094, that
when the spiritual heart is pure the rest of the body becomes pure. This
leads to righteous deeds. So if a person does not perform righteous
deeds, such as their obligatory duties, then their body is impure which
means their spiritual heart is impure as well. This person can never
reach the proximity of Allah, the Exalted.



It is important to note, the greatest voluntary righteous deeds one can
perform are those based on the traditions of the Holy Prophet
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him. Anyone who chooses to
perform voluntary righteous deeds not based on his traditions has been
fooled by the Devil as no path will take one close to Allah, the Exalted,
except the path and actions of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and
blessings be upon him. Chapter 3 Alee Imran, verse 31:

‘Say, [O Muhammad], "If you should love Allah, then follow me, [sO]
Allah will love you and forgive you your sins....”

The pious Muslims who belong in the second higher group are also
those who avoid unnecessary things of this material world. This attitude
aids them in focusing their efforts on performing voluntary righteous
deeds. It is this group who have perfected their faith by loving, hating,
giving and withholding all for the sake of Allah, the Exalted. This has
been advised in a Hadith found in Sunan Abu Dawud, number 4681.

The next thing mentioned in the main Hadith under discussion is that
when one strives in fulfilling the obligatory duties and performing
voluntary righteous deeds Allah, the Exalted, blesses their five senses
so that they use them in obedience to Him. This righteous servant will
very rarely commit sins. This increase in guidance has been indicated in
Chapter 29 Al Ankabut, verse 69:



“And those who strive for Us - We will surely guide them to Our ways...”

This Muslim reaches the level of excellence which has been discussed
in a Hadith found in Sahih Muslim, number 99. This is when a Muslim
performs actions, such as the prayer, as if they observe Allah, the
Exalted. The one who reaches this level will guard their mind and body
from sins. This is the one who when they speak they speak for Allah, the
Exalted, when they are silent they are silent for Allah, the Exalted. When
they act they act for Him and when they are still they are for His sake.
This is an aspect of monotheism and understanding the Oneness of
Allah, the Exalted.

The next thing mentioned in the main Hadith under discussion is that this
Muslim’s supplication will be fulfilled and they will be granted the refuge
and protection of Allah, the Exalted. This is a clear lesson for those who
desire lawful worldly things. They should not seek to obtain them using
any means except through the sincere obedience of Allah, the Exalted.
No spiritual teacher or anyone else will be able to grant things to a
person unless the person strives in the obedience of Allah, the Exalted
and they are destined to obtain those things.

To conclude this Hadith makes it clear that the proximity of Allah, the
Exalted, is only gained through sincere obedience to Him in the form of
fulfilling His commands, refraining from His prohibitions and being
patient with destiny. This is the path of the Holy Prophet Muhammad,
peace and blessings be upon him, and the only path of success in both
worlds.



“...Allah will bring forth [in place of them] a people He will love...”

In a Hadith found in Sahih Muslim, number 7432, the Holy Prophet
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, advised that Allah, the
Exalted, loves the servant who possesses the following characteristics.
The first characteristic is piety. This means they strive to fulfill their
duties towards Allah, the Exalted, by fulfilling His commands, refraining
from His prohibitions and by facing destiny with patience according to
the traditions of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be
upon him, and they fulfill their duties towards people, such as striving in
this world in order to obtain their necessities and the necessities of their
dependents without waste, excessiveness or extravagance.

The next characteristic mentioned in the main Hadith under discussion is
being independent of the creation. This means that a Muslim should fully
utilize the means they have been provided by Allah, the Exalted, such as
their physical strength in order to fulfill their duties. They should not
behave lazily and seek things from people as this habit leads to
dependence on them and reduces trusting in Allah, the Exalted. One
should firmly believe that no matter what happens whatever is destined
to be their provision was allocated to them over fifty thousand years
before the creation of the Heavens and the Earth. This is confirmed in a
Hadith found in Sahih Muslim, number 6748. A Muslim should focus on
their efforts and trust that Allah, the Exalted, will grant them what is best
for them.

The final characteristic mentioned in the main Hadith under discussion is
being anonymous. This means a Muslim should not strive in worldly or
religious matters in order to obtain fame. As this can lead to many sins,



such as showing off, and this only destroys one’s reward. It is why a
Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 2376, warns that seeking fame
IS more destructive to one's religion than two wolves which are let loose
on a herd of sheep. Instead, a Muslim should strive to fulfill their duties
and if they become famous they must maintain sincerity to Allah, the
Exalted, without altering their obedience to Him in order to please people
as this leads to destruction in both worlds.



“...Allah will bring forth [in place of them] a people He will love and
who will love Him...”

Both loving Allah, the Exalted, and gaining His love lies in sincerely
following and obeying the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and
blessings be upon him, and by extension what he brought namely, the
Holy Quran. Chapter 3 Alee Imran, verse 31.:

"Say, "If you should love Allah, then follow me, [so] Allah will love you
and forgive you your sins..."

In a Hadith found in Sahih Muslim number 196, the Holy Prophet
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, advised that Islam is
sincerity towards the Holy Quran and the Holy Prophet Muhammad,
peace and blessings be upon him.

Sincerity towards the Holy Quran includes having deep respect and love
for the words of Allah, the Exalted. This sincerity is proven when one
fulfils the three aspects of the Holy Quran. The first is to recite it correctly
and regularly. The second is to understand its teachings through a
reliable source and teacher. The final aspect is to act on the teachings of
the Holy Quran with the aim of pleasing Allah, the Exalted. The sincere
Muslim gives priority to acting on its teachings over acting on their
desires which contradict the Holy Quran. Modelling one’s character on
the Holy Quran is the sign of true sincerity towards the book of Allah, the
Exalted. This is the tradition of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and



blessings be upon him, which is confirmed in a Hadith found in Sunan
Abu Dawud, number 1342.

The next thing mentioned in the main Hadith under discussion is
sincerity towards the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be
upon him. This includes striving to acquire knowledge in order to act on
his traditions. These traditions include the ones related to Allah, the
Exalted, in the form of worship, and his blessed noble character towards
the creation. Chapter 68 Al Qalam, verse 4:

"And indeed, you are of a great moral character.”

It includes to accept his commands and prohibitions at all times. This
has been made a duty by Allah, the Exalted. Chapter 59 Al Hashr, verse
7

"...And whatever the Messenger has given you - take; and what he has
forbidden you - refrain from..."

Sincerity includes to give priority to his traditions over the actions of
anyone else as all paths to Allah, the Exalted, are closed except the path
of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him.
Chapter 3 Alee Imran, verse 31:



"Say, [O Muhammad], "If you should love Allah, then follow me, [sO]
Allah will love you and forgive you your sins..."

One must love all those who supported him during his life and after his
passing, whether they are from his Family or his Companions, may Allah
be pleased with them all. Supporting those who walk on his path and
teach his traditions is a duty on those who desire to be sincere to him.
Sincerity also includes loving those who love him and disliking those
who criticise him irrespective, of one’s relationship with these people.
This is all summarised in a single Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari, number
16. It advises that a person cannot have true faith until they love Allah,
the Exalted, and the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be
upon him, more than the entire creation. This love must be shown
through actions not just words.



“ ..and who will love Him...”

True love involves showing sincerity to Allah, the Exalted, at all times. In
a Hadith found in Sahih Muslim number 196, the Holy Prophet
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, advised that Islam is
sincerity towards Allah, the Exalted.

Sincerity towards Allah, the Exalted, includes fulfilling all the duties given
by Him in the form of commands and prohibitions, solely for His
pleasure. As confirmed in a Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari, number 1, all
will be judged by their intention. So if one is not sincere towards Allah,
the Exalted, when performing good deeds they will gain no reward in this
world or in the next. In fact, according to a Hadith found in Jami At
Tirmidhi, number 3154, those who performed insincere deeds will be told
on Judgement Day to seek their reward from those who they acted for,
which will not be possible. Chapter 98 Al Bayyinah, verse 5.

"And they were not commanded except to worship Allah, [being] sincere
to Him in religion....."

If one is lax in fulfilling their duties towards Allah, the Exalted, it proves a
lack of sincerity. Therefore, they should sincerely repent and struggle to
fulfil them all. It is important to bear in mind Allah, the Exalted, never
burdens one with duties they cannot perform or handle. Chapter 2 Al
Bagarah, verse 286.



"Allah does not charge a soul except [with that within] its capacity...."

Being sincere towards Allah, the Exalted, means that one should always
choose His pleasure over the pleasure of themself and others. A Muslim
should always give priority to those actions which are for the sake of
Allah, the Exalted, over all else. One should love others and dislike their
sins for the sake of Allah, the Exalted, and not for the sake of their own
desires. When they help others or refuse to take part in sins it should be
for the sake of Allah, the Exalted. The one who adopts this mentality has
perfected their faith. This is confirmed in a Hadith found in Sunan Abu
Dawud, number 4681.



“...[who are] humble toward the believers...”

In a Hadith found in Sahih Muslim, number 6586, the Holy Prophet
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, declared that the Muslim
nation is like one body. If any part of the body suffers pain the rest of the
body shares in its pain.

This Hadith, like many others, indicates the importance of not becoming
so self-absorbed into one's own life thereby behaving as if the universe
revolves around them and their problems. The Devil inspires a Muslim to
focus so much on their own life and their problems that they lose focus
on the bigger picture which leads to impatience and causes them to
become heedless of others thereby failing their duty in supporting others
according to their means. A Muslim should always bear this in mind and
strive to aid others as much as they can. This extends to beyond
financial help and includes all verbal and physical help such as good and
sincere advice.

Muslims should regularly observe the news and those who are in difficult
situations all over the world. This will inspire them to avoid becoming
self-centered and instead aid others. In reality, the one who only cares
about themself is lower in rank than an animal as even they care about
their offspring. In fact, a Muslim should be better than animals by
practically caring for others beyond their own family.



Even though a Muslim cannot remove all the problems of the world but
they can play their part and help others according to their means as this
Is what Allah, the Exalted, commands and expects.



“...[who are] humble toward the believers...”

The Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, once
advised in a Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari, number 13, that a person
cannot become a true believer until they love for others what they love
for themself.

This does not mean a Muslim will lose their faith if they fail to adopt this
characteristic. It means that a Muslim’s faith will not be complete until
they act on this advice. This Hadith also indicates that a Muslim will not
perfect their faith until they also dislike for others what they dislike for
themself. This is supported by another Hadith found in Sahih Muslim,
number 6586. It advises that the Muslim nation is like one body. If one
part of the body is in pain the rest of the body shares the pain. This
mutual feeling includes loving and hating for others what one loves and
hates for themself.

A Muslim can only achieve this status when their heart is free from evil
traits, such as envy. These evil traits will always cause one to desire
better for themself. So in reality, this Hadith is an indication that one
should purify their heart by adopting good characteristics, such as being
forgiving, and eliminate evil traits, such as envy. This is only possible
through learning and acting on the teachings of the Holy Quran and the
traditions of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon
him.



It is important for Muslims to understand that desiring good for others will
cause them to lose out on good things. The treasury of Allah, the
Exalted, has no limits so there is no need to adopt a selfish and greedy
mentality.

Desiring good for others includes striving to aid others in anyway one
can, such as financial or emotional support, in the same way a person
would desire others to aid them in their moment of need. Therefore, this
love must be shown through actions not just words. Even when a Muslim
forbids evil and offers advice which contradicts the desire of others they
should do so gently just like they would want others to advise them
kindly.

As mentioned earlier, the main Hadith under discussion indicates the
importance of eliminating all bad characteristics which contradict mutual
love and care, such as envy. Envy is when a person desires to possess
a specific blessing which is only obtainable when it is taken away from
someone else. This attitude is a direct challenge to the distribution of
blessings chosen by Allah, the Exalted. This is why it is a major sin and
leads to the destruction of the envier's good deeds. This has been
warned in a Hadith found in Sunan Abu Dawud, number 4903. If a
Muslim must desire the lawful things others possess they should wish
and supplicate to Allah, the Exalted, to grant them the same or similar
thing without the other person losing the blessing. This type of jealousy
Is lawful and is praiseworthy in aspects of religion. This has been
advised in a Hadith found in Sahih Muslim, number 1896. The Holy
Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, advised that
Muslims should only be jealous of a wealthy person who uses their
wealth correctly. And be jealous of a knowledgeable person who uses
their knowledge to benefit themself and others.



A Muslim should not only love for others to obtain lawful worldly
blessings but also for them to gain religious blessings in both worlds. In
fact, when one wishes this for others it encourages them to strive harder
in the obedience of Allah, the Exalted, by fulfilling His commands,
refraining from His prohibitions and by facing destiny with patience. This
type of healthy competition is welcomed in Islam. Chapter 83 Al
Mutaffifin, verse 26:

“...So for this let the competitors compete.”

This encouragement will also inspire a Muslim to assess themself in
order to find and eliminate any faults in their character. When these two
elements combine meaning, striving in sincere obedience to Allah, the
Exalted, and purifying one's character, it leads to success in both worlds.

A Muslim must therefore not only claim to love for others what they
desire for themself verbally but show it through their actions. It is hoped
that the one who is concerned for others in this way will receive the
concern of Allah, the Exalted, in both worlds. This has been indicated in
a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 1930.



“...[who are] humble toward the believers...”

This indicates the importance of unity amongst Muslims.

A Hadith found in Sahih Muslim, number 6541, discusses some aspects
of creating unity within society. The Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace
and blessings be upon him, firstly advised Muslims not to envy each
other.

This is when a person desires to obtain the very blessing someone else
possesses meaning, they desire for the owner to lose the blessing. And
it involves disliking the fact that the owner was given the blessing by
Allah, the Exalted, instead of them. Some only desire this to occur in
their hearts without showing it through their actions or speech. If they
dislike their thought and feeling it is hoped that they will not be held
accountable for their envy. Some exert efforts through their speech and
actions in order to confiscate the blessing from the other person which is
undoubtedly a sin. The worse kind is when a person strives to remove
the blessing from the owner even if the envier does not obtain the
blessing.

Envy is only lawful when a person does not act on their feelings, dislikes
their feeling and if they strive to obtain a similar blessing without the
owner losing the blessing they possess. Even though this type is not
sinful yet it is disliked if the envy is over a worldly blessing and only
praiseworthy if it involves a religious blessing. For example, the Holy
Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, mentioned two



examples of the praiseworthy type in a Hadith found in Sahih Muslim,
number 1896. The first is when a person envies the one who acquires
and spends lawful wealth in ways pleasing to Allah, the Exalted. The
second is when a person envies the one who uses their wisdom and
knowledge in the correct way and teaches it to others.

The evil type of envy, as mentioned earlier, directly challenges the
choice of Allah, the Exalted. The envious person behaves as if Allah, the
Exalted, made a mistake giving a particular blessing to someone else
instead of them. This is why it is a major sin. In fact, as warned by the
Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, in a Hadith
found in Sunan Abu Dawud, number 4903, envy destroys good deeds
just like fire consumes wood.

An envious Muslim must strive to act on the Hadith found in Jami At
Tirmidhi, number 2515. It advises that a person cannot be a true believer
until they love for others what they love for themself. An envious Muslim
should therefore, strive to remove this feeling from their heart by
showing good character and kindness towards the person they envy,
such as praising their good qualities and supplicating for them until their
envy becomes love for them.

Another thing advised in the main Hadith quoted at the beginning is that
Muslims should not hate each other. This means one should only dislike
something if Allah, the Exalted, dislikes it. This has been described as
an aspect of perfecting one's faith in a Hadith found in Sunan Abu
Dawud, number 4681. A Muslim should therefore, not dislike things or
people according to their own desires. If one dislikes another according
to their own desires they should never allow it to affect their speech or



actions as it is sinful. A Muslim should strive to remove the feeling by
treating the other according to the teachings of Islam meaning, with
respect and kindness. A Muslim should remember that other people are
not perfect just like they are not perfect. And if others possess a bad
characteristic they will undoubtedly possess good qualities also.
Therefore, a Muslim should advise others to abandon their bad
characteristics but continue to love the good qualities they possess.

Another point must be made on this topic. A Muslim who follows a
particular scholar who advocates a specific belief should not act like a
fanatic and believe their scholar is always right thereby hating those who
oppose their scholar's opinion. This behaviour is not disliking
something/someone for the sake of Allah, the Exalted. As long as there
Is a legitimate difference of opinion amongst the scholars a Muslim
following a particular scholar should respect this and not dislike others
who differ from what the scholar they follow believes.

The next thing mentioned in the main Hadith under discussion is that
Muslims should not turn away from each other. This means they should
not sever ties with other Muslims over worldly issues thereby refusing to
support them according to the teachings of Islam. According to a Hadith
found in Sahih Bukhari, number 6077, it is unlawful for a Muslim to sever
ties with another Muslim over a worldly issue for more than three days.
In fact, the one who severs ties for more than a year over a worldly issue
Is considered like the one who has killed another Muslim. This has been
warned in a Hadith found in Sunan Abu Dawud, number 4915. Severing
ties with others is only lawful in matters of faith. But even then a Muslim
should continue to advise the other Muslim to sincerely repent and only
avoid their company if they refuse to change for the better. They should
still support them on lawful things when they are requested to do so as
this act of kindness may inspire them to sincerely repent from their sins.



Another thing mentioned in the main Hadith under discussion is that
Muslims are commanded to be like brothers to one another. This is only
achievable if they obey the previous advice given in this Hadith and
strive to fulfil their duty towards other Muslims according to the teachings
of Islam, such as helping others in matters of good and warning them
from evil matters. Chapter 5 Al Ma'’idah, verse 2:

“...And cooperate in righteousness and piety, but do not cooperate in sin
and aggression...”

A Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari, number 1240, advises that a Muslim
should fulfil the following rights of other Muslims: they are to return the
Islamic greeting of peace, to visit the sick, to take part in their funeral
prayers and to reply to the sneezer who praises Allah, the Exalted. A
Muslim must learn and fulfil all the rights other people, especially other
Muslims, have over them.

Another thing mentioned in the main Hadith under discussion is that a
Muslim should not wrong, forsake or hate another Muslim. The sins a
person commits should be hated but the sinner should not be as they
may sincerely repent at any time.

The Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, has
warned in a Hadith found in Sunan Abu Dawud, number 4884, that
whoever humiliates another Muslim Allah, the Exalted, will humiliate



them. And whoever protects a Muslim from humiliation will be protected
by Allah, the Exalted.

The negative characteristics mentioned in the main Hadith quoted at the
beginning can develop when one adopts pride. According to a Hadith
found in Sahih Muslim, number 265, pride is when one looks down on
others in contempt. The proud person sees themself as perfect while
seeing others as imperfect. This prevents them from fulfilling the rights of
others and encourages them to dislike others.

Another thing mentioned in the main Hadith is that true piety is not in
one's physical appearance, such as wearing beautiful clothes, but it is an
internal characteristic. This internal characteristic manifests outwardly in
the form of fulfilling the commands of Allah, the Exalted, refraining from
His prohibitions and by facing destiny with patience. This is why the Holy
Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, has declared in
a Hadith found in Sahih Muslim, number 4094, that when the spiritual
heart is purified the whole body becomes purified but when the spiritual
heart is corrupt the whole body becomes corrupt. It is important to note
that Allah, the Exalted, does not judge based on outward appearances,
such as wealth, but He considers the intentions and actions of people.
This is confirmed in a Hadith found in Sahih Muslim, number 6542.
Therefore, a Muslim must strive to adopt internal piety through learning
and acting on the teachings of Islam so that it manifests outwardly in the
way they interact with Allah, the Exalted, and the creation.

The next thing mentioned in the main Hadith under discussion is that it is
a sin for a Muslim to hate another Muslim. This hatred applies to worldly
things and not disliking others for the sake of Allah, the Exalted. In fact,



loving and hating for the sake of Allah, the Exalted, is an aspect of
perfecting one's faith. This is confirmed in a Hadith found in Sunan Abu
Dawud, number 4681. But even then a Muslim must show respect to
others in all cases and dislike only their sins without actually hating the
person. In addition, their dislike must never cause them to act against
the teachings of Islam as this would prove their hatred is based on their
own desires and not for the sake of Allah, the Exalted. The root cause of
despising others for worldly reasons is pride. It is vital to understand that
an atom’s worth of pride is enough to take one to Hell. This is confirmed
in a Hadith found in Sahih Muslim, number 265.

The next thing mentioned in the main Hadith is that a Muslim’s life,
property and honour are all sacred. A Muslim must not violate any of
these rights without a just reason. In fact, the Holy Prophet Muhammad,
peace and blessings be upon him, has declared in a Hadith found in
Sunan An Nasai, number 4998, that a person cannot be a true Muslim
until they protect other people, including non-Muslims, from their harmful
speech and actions. And a true believer is the one who keeps their evil
away from the lives and property of others. Whoever violates these
rights will not be forgiven by Allah, the Exalted, until their victim forgives
them first. If they do not then justice will be established on Judgment
Day whereby the good deeds of the oppressor will be given to the victim
and if necessary the sins of the victim will be given to the oppressor.
This may cause the oppressor to be hurled into Hell. This is warned in a
Hadith found in Sahih Muslim, number 6579.

To conclude, a Muslim should treat others exactly how they want people
to treat them. This will lead to much blessings for an individual and
create unity within their society.



“...[who are] humble toward the believers...”

This indicates the importance of adopting a soft nature.

In this day and age due to ignorance it has become more difficult to fulfil
the rights of people, such as one's parents. Even though a Muslim has
no excuse but to strive to fulfil them it is important for Muslims to be
merciful with each other. As advised by the Holy Prophet Muhammad,
peace and blessings be upon him, in a Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari,
number 6655, Allah, the Exalted, shows mercy to those who are merciful
to others.

One aspect of this mercy is for a Muslim not to demand their full rights
from others. Instead, they should use the means such as their physical
or financial strength to help themself and make things easy for others. In
some cases, when a Muslim demands their full rights from others and
they fail to fulfil them it may lead to their punishment. In order to be
merciful to others they should therefore only demand their rights in some
cases. This does not mean a Muslim should not strive to fulfil the rights
of others but it means they should try to overlook and excuse the people
they have rights over. For example, a parent can excuse their adult child
from a particular house chore and do it themself if they possess the
means to do so without troubling themself, especially if they child returns
home from work exhausted. This leniency and mercy will not only cause
Allah, to Exalted, to be more merciful to them but it will also increase the
love and respect people have for them. The one who always demands
their full rights is not a sinner but they will lose out on this reward and
outcome if they behave in this manner.



Muslims should make things easy for others and hope Allah, the
Exalted, will make things easy for them in this world and in the next.



“...[who are] humble toward the believers, strong against the
disbelievers...”

In a Hadith found in Sunan Abu Dawud, number 4681, the Holy Prophet
Muhammad, peace and blessings be wupon him, advised the
characteristics which perfect a Muslim’s faith.

The first is to love for the sake of Allah, the Exalted. This includes
desiring what is best for others in both worldly and religious matters.
This must be practically shown through one's actions meaning,
supporting others financially, emotionally and physically within one's
means. Counting one's favors to others not only cancels the reward but
also proves their lack of love for the sake of Allah, the Exalted, as this
person only loves gaining praise and other forms of compensation from
people. Chapter 2 Al Bagarah, verse 264:

‘O you who have believed, do not invalidate your charities with
reminders [of it] or injury...”

Any type of negative feelings towards others over worldly reasons, such
as envy, contradicts loving others for the sake of Allah, the Exalted, and
must be avoided.



To sum up, this noble quality includes loving for others what one loves
for themself through actions not just words. This is an aspect of being a
true believer according to a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number
2515.

The next characteristic mentioned in the main Hadith under discussion is
to hate for the sake of Allah, the Exalted. This means one should dislike
the things Allah, the Exalted, dislikes such as His disobedience. It is
important to note, this does not mean one should hate others as people
can sincerely repent to Allah, the Exalted. Instead a Muslim should
dislike the sin itself which is proven by them avoiding it and warning
others against it also. Muslims should continue to advise others instead
of breaking ties with them as this act of kindness may well cause them to
sincerely repent. This includes not disliking things based on one’s own
feelings, such as an action, which is lawful. Finally the proof of one
disliking for the sake of Allah, the Exalted, is that when they show their
dislike through their words and actions it will never be in a way which
contradicts the teachings of Islam. Meaning, their dislike for something
will never cause them to commit a sin as this would prove that their
dislike for something is for their own sake.



“...strong against the disbelievers ; they strive in the cause of Allah
and do not fear the blame of a critic...”

This verse reminds Muslims the importance of remaining steadfast
whenever they are attacked by their enemies namely, the Devil, their
inner Devil and those who invite them towards the disobedience of Allah,
the Exalted. A Muslim should not turn their back on the obedience of
Allah, the Exalted, whenever they are tempted by these enemies. They
should instead remain steadfast on the obedience to Allah, the Exalted,
which involves fulfilling His commands, refraining from His prohibitions
and facing destiny with patience. This is achieved by avoiding the
places, things and people who invite and tempt them towards sins and
the disobedience of Allah, the Exalted. Avoiding the traps of the Devil is
only achieved through gaining and acting on Islamic knowledge. The
same way traps on a path are only avoided by possessing knowledge of
them similarly; Islamic knowledge is required to avoid the traps of the
Devil. For example, a Muslim might spend much time reciting the Holy
Quran but because of their ignorance they might destroy their righteous
deeds without realising it through sins such as, backbiting. A Muslim is
bound to face these attacks so they should therefore prepare for them
through the sincere obedience of Allah, the Exalted, and in return gain
an uncountable reward. Allah, the Exalted, has guaranteed right
guidance for those who struggle in this way for His sake. Chapter 29 Al
Ankabut, verse 69:

“And those who strive for Us - We will surely guide them to Our ways...”

Whereas facing these attacks with ignorance and disobedience will only
lead one to difficulties and disgrace in both worlds. The same way a



solider that possesses no weapons to defend themself would be
defeated; an ignorant Muslim will have no weapon to defend themself
when facing these attacks which will result in their defeat. Whereas, the
knowledgeable Muslim is provided with the most powerful weapon which
cannot be overcome or beaten namely, sincere obedience of Allah, the
Exalted. This is only achieved through sincerely gaining and acting on
Islamic knowledge.



“...they strive in the cause of Allah...”

In a Hadith found in Sahih Muslim, number 159, the Holy Prophet
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, gave a short but far
reaching piece of advice. He advised people to sincerely declare their
belief in Allah, the Exalted, and then remain steadfast on it.

Remaining steadfast on one’s faith means that they must strive in the
sincere obedience of Allah, the Exalted, in all aspects of their life. It
consists of fulfilling the commands of Allah, the Exalted, which relate to
Him, such as the obligatory fasts and those which relate to people, such
as treating others kindly. It includes refraining from all the prohibitions of
Islam which are between a person and Allah, the Exalted, and those
involving others. A Muslim must also face destiny with patience truly
believing Allah, the Exalted, chooses what is best for His servants.
Chapter 2 Al Bagarah, verse 216:

“...But perhaps you hate a thing and it is good for you; and perhaps you
love a thing and it is bad for you. And Allah knows, while you know not.”

Steadfastness can include refraining from both types of polytheism. The
major type is when one worships something other than Allah, the
Exalted. The minor type is when one shows off their good deeds to
others. This has been warned in a Hadith found in Sunan Ibn Majah,
number 3989. Therefore, an aspect of steadfastness is to always act for
the sake of Allah, the Exalted.



It includes obeying Allah, the Exalted, at all times instead of obeying and
pleasing oneself or others. If a Muslim disobeys Allah, the Exalted, by
pleasing themself or others they should know neither their desires nor
people will protect them from Allah, the Exalted. On the other hand, the
one who is sincerely obedient to Allah, the Exalted, will be protected
from all things by Him even if this protection is not apparent to them.

Remaining steadfast on one’s faith includes following the path set out by
the Holy Quran and the traditions of the Holy Prophet Muhammad,
peace and blessings be upon him, and not adopting a path which
deviates from this. The one who strives to adopt this path will not need
anything else as this is enough to keep them steadfast on their faith.

As people are not perfect they will undoubtedly make mistakes and
commit sins. So being steadfast in matters of faith does not mean one
has to be perfect but it means they must strive to adhere strictly to the
obedience of Allah, the Exalted, as outlined earlier, and to sincerely
repent if they commit a sin. This has been indicated in chapter 41
Fussilat, verse 6:

“...S0 take a straight course to Him and seek His forgiveness...”

This is further supported by a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number
1987, which advises to fear Allah, the Exalted, and to erase a (minor) sin



which has occurred by performing a righteous deed. In another Hadith
found in Imam Malik's Muwatta, book 2, Hadith number 37, the Holy
Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, advised
Muslims to try their best to remain steadfast on the obedience of Allah,
the Exalted, even though they will not be able to do it perfectly.
Therefore, a Muslim’s duty is to fulfil the potential they have been given
through their intention and physical actions in the steadfast obedience of
Allah, the Exalted. They have not been commanded to achieve
perfection as this is not possible.

It is important to note, that one cannot remain steadfast in the obedience
of Allah, the Exalted, through their physical actions without purifying their
heart first. As indicated in a Hadith found in Sunan Ibn Majah, number
3984, the limbs of the body will only act in a pure way if the spiritual
heart is pure. Purity of heart is only achieved by gaining and acting on
the teachings of the Holy Quran and the traditions of the Holy Prophet
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him.

Steadfast obedience requires one to control their tongue as it expresses
the heart. Without controlling the tongue steadfast obedience to Allah,
the Exalted, is not possible. This has been advised in a Hadith found in
Jami At Tirmidhi, number 2407.

Finally, if any deficiency in the steadfast obedience of Allah, the Exalted,
occurs one must make sincere repentance to Allah, the Exalted, and
seek the forgiveness of people if it involves their rights. Chapter 46 Al
Ahgaf, verse 13:



‘Indeed, those who have said, "Our Lord is Allah,"” and then remained on
a right course - there will be no fear concerning them, nor will they
grieve.”



“ ..and do not fear the blame of a critic...”

A Muslim should always remember that there are two types of people.
The first are rightly guided as their criticism of others is based on the
criticism and advice found in the Holy Quran and the traditions of the
Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him. This type
will always be constructive and guide one to blessings and the pleasure
of Allah, the Exalted, in both worlds. These people will also refrain from
over or under praising others. Over praising others can cause them to
become proud and arrogant. Under praising others can lead them to
becoming lazy and put them off from doing good. This reaction is often
observed in children. Praising according to the teachings of Islam will
inspire others to strive harder in both worldly and religious matters and it
will prevent them from becoming arrogant. Therefore, the praise and
constructive criticism of this person should be accepted and acted upon
even if it comes from a stranger.

The second type of person criticises based on their own desires. This
criticism is mostly unconstructive and only shows one's bad mood and
attitude. These people often over and under praise others as they act
based on their own desires. The negative effects of these two were
mentioned earlier. Therefore, the criticism and praise of this person
should be ignored in the majority of cases even if it comes from a loved
one as it will only cause one to become unnecessarily sad in cases of
criticism and arrogant in cases of praise.

It is important to remember that a person who over praises others will
often over criticise them too. The rule one should always follow is that



they should only accept the criticism and praise based on the teachings
of Islam. All other things should be ignored and not taken personally.



“ ..and do not fear the blame of a critic...”

It is important to understand that generally when one chooses a path
which is different from the path of others, such as their relatives and
friends, they will face criticism and resistance from them. In fact, the
majority of criticism comes from a person’s relatives. For example, when
a Muslim decides to concentrate more on acting on the teachings of
Islam and if it is something their family have not pursued themselves
then they will face criticism from them. They will be labelled foolish and
extreme by those who they believed would support them on their path. It
is important for Muslims to remain steadfast on the lawful path they
choose and trust in the help of Allah, the Exalted, through sincere
obedience by fulfilling His commands, refraining from His prohibitions
and by facing destiny with patience, in order to overcome these
difficulties.

This is a common reaction from people for when a person chooses a
different path in life from others it makes them feel as if their path is bad
or evil and this is the reason the person has chosen a different path.
Even though the person does not believe this but only chooses a
different path believing it is better for them yet they will still face criticism.
It is the same reason all the Holy Prophets, peace be upon them, were
criticised by their people as they chose and passively invited others to a
different better path.

To conclude, as long as one's path in life is lawful they should remain
steadfast and not be deterred by the criticism of others. But this does not
mean they should not try to improve their situation and character. It



means they should not be deterred from pursuing their lawful choice
according to the teachings of Islam.



“ ..and do not fear the blame of a critic...”

The Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, has
advised the importance of objecting to evil things in a Hadith found in
Sunan Abu Dawud, number 4340. This Hadith clearly shows that it is a
duty on all Muslims to object to all forms of evil according to their
strength and means. The lowest level, as mentioned in this Hadith, is
rejecting the evil with one's heart.

This shows internally approving evil actions is one of the ugliest of those
things which are forbidden. In fact, the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace
and blessings be upon him, warned in a Hadith found in Sunan Abu
Dawud, number 4345, that the one who is present when an evil is
committed and denounces it is like the one who was not present. But the
one who was absent and approved the evil deed is like the one who was
present when it was committed.

The first two aspects of objecting to evil, mentioned in the main Hadith
under discussion, are through one’s physical actions and speech. This is
only a duty on a Muslim who has the strength to do so for example, they
will not be harmed by their actions or words.

It is important to note, objecting to evil with one's hand does not refer to
fighting. It refers to correcting the evil actions of others, such as
returning the rights of someone which have been unlawfully violated.
The one who is in a position to do so yet, refrains from doing so has



been warned of a punishment in a Hadith found in Sunan Abu Dawud,
number 4338.

The Holy Prophet, peace and blessings be upon him, has advised
Muslims in a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 2191, that they
should not fear the creation in respect to speaking the truth. In fact, the
one who allows the fear of the creation to prevent them from objecting to
evil things has been described as the one who hates themself and will
be criticized by Allah, the Exalted, on Judgment Day. This is confirmed
in a Hadith found in Sunan lbn Majah, number 4008. It is important to
note, this does not refer to the one who remains silent out of fear of
being harmed as this is an acceptable excuse but it refers to the person
who remains silent because of the status people hold in their eyes.

A Hadith found in Sunan Abu Dawud, number 4341, advises that a
person can give up objecting to evil things through their actions and
speech when others obey their greed, follow their incorrect opinions and
desires and when they prefer the material world over the hereafter. It
does not take a scholar to conclude this time has arrived. Chapter 5 Al
Ma'’idah, verse 105.

“O you who have believed, upon you is [responsibility for] yourselves.
Those who have gone astray will not harm you when you have been
guided...”

But it is important to note, a Muslim should continue with this important
duty in respect to their dependents as this is a duty on them according to



a Hadith found in Sunan Abu Dawud, number 2928, and in respect to
those they feel physically and verbally safe from, as this is the superior
attitude.

Objecting to evil things which are apparent is what the main Hadith
under discussion refers to. Meaning, it does not grant permission to
Muslims to spy on others in order to find evil things to object to. Spying
and anything associated with it in this respect are forbidden. Chapter 49
Al Hujurat, verse 12:

“O you who have believed...do not spy...”

It is important to note, that a Muslim must object to evil according to the
teachings of Islam and not their on desires. A Muslim may believe they
are acting for sake of Allah, the Exalted, when they are not. This is
proven when they object to evil in a way which contradicts the teachings
of Islam. In fact, what is considered a good deed may well become a sin
because of this negative attitude.

A Muslim must object to evil in a gentle and fair way preferably in private
in accordance to the teachings of the Holy Quran and the traditions of
the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him. The
opposite of these characteristics will only push people away from
sincerely repenting and may lead to further sins as a result of angering
them.



“...That is the favor of Allah; He bestows it upon whom He wills...”

A Muslim must understand that their righteous deeds are a blessing from
Allah, the Exalted, as the inspiration, knowledge, strength and
opportunity to perform them comes from Allah, the Exalted. Therefore,
Muslims will only enter Paradise through the mercy of Allah, the Exalted.
Understanding this fact prevents the deadly characteristic of pride. An
atom’s worth of which is enough to take one to Hell. This has been
warned in a Hadith found in Sahih Muslim, number 266.

The servants of Allah, the Exalted, have understood that anything good
they possess is solely because Allah, the Exalted, granted it to them.
And any evil they are saved from is because Allah, the Exalted,
protected them. Is it not foolish to be proud of something that does not
belong to someone? Just like a person does not boast about a sports
car which does not belong to them Muslims must realize nothing in
reality belongs to them. This attitude ensures one remains humble at all
times. The humble servants of Allah, the Exalted, fully believe in the
Hadith of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon
him, found in Sahih Bukhari, number 5673, which declares that the
righteous deeds of a person will not take them to Paradise. Only the
mercy of Allah, the Exalted, can cause this to occur. This is because
every righteous deed is only possible when Allah, the Exalted, provides
one with the knowledge, strength, opportunity and inspiration to perform
it. Even the acceptance of the deed is dependent on the mercy of Allah,
the Exalted. When one bares this in mind it saves them from pride and
inspires them to adopt humility. One should always remember that being
humble is not a sign of weakness as Islam has encouraged one to
defend themself if necessary. In other words, Islam teaches Muslims to
be humble without weakness. In fact, the Holy Prophet Muhammad,
peace and blessings be upon him, has confirmed in a Hadith found in
Jami At Tirmidhi, number 2029, that whoever humbles themself before



Allah, the Exalted, will be raised by Him. So in reality, humility leads to
honor in both worlds. One only needs to reflect on the most humble of
the creation to understand this fact namely, the Holy Prophet
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him. Allah, the Exalted, has
clearly ordered people by ordering the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace
and blessings be upon him, to adopt this important quality. Chapter 26
Ash Shu’ara, verse 215:

“And lower your wing [i.e., show kindness] to those who follow you of the
believers.”

The Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, led a
humble life. For example, he happily carried out the domestic duties at
home thereby proving these chores are gender-neutral. This is
confirmed in Imam Bukhari’s, Adab Al Mufrad, number 538.

Chapter 25 Al Furgan, verse 63, shows that humility is an inner
characteristic that manifests outwards such as the way one walks. This
Is discussed in another verse chapter 31 Lugman, verse 18:

“And do not turn your cheek [in contempt] toward people and do not walk
through the earth exultantly...”



Allah, the Exalted, has made it clear that Paradise is for the humble
servants who possess no trace of pride. Chapter 28 Al Qasas, verse 83:

“That home of the Hereafter We assign to those who do not desire
exaltedness upon the earth or corruption. And the [best] outcome is for
the righteous.”

In fact, the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him,
has confirmed in a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 1998, that
whoever possesses an atom’s worth of pride will not enter Paradise.
Only Allah, the Exalted, has the right to be proud as He is the Creator,
Sustainer and Owner of the entire universe.

It is important to note, pride is when one believes they are superior to
others and rejects the truth when it is presented to them as they dislike
accepting the truth when it comes from other than them. This is
confirmed in a Hadith found in Sunan Abu Dawud, number 4092.



“...That is the favor of Allah; He bestows it upon whom He wills...”

Allah, the Exalted, is the One who is infinitely bountiful and bestows
favours and blessings without recompense or external cause. He gives
generously without being asked.

The Muslim who understands this divine name will always seek bounty
and blessings from Allah, the Exalted, as they know the Bestower loves
to be asked. This is confirmed in a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi,
number 3571. But it is important to note, the one who seeks bounty from
the Bestower should know it is not gained through His disobedience.
Any worldly blessings obtained through the disobedience of Allah, the
Exalted, will only become a burden for its possessor in both worlds. A
Muslim should instead strive to obtain beneficial blessings from the
Bestower by fulfilling His commands, refraining from His prohibitions and
by facing destiny with patience. When a Muslim truly understands that all
blessings have been given by the Bestower they will show true gratitude
to Him. This is when one uses all the blessings they possess according
to the pleasure of Allah, the Exalted. This leads to an increase in
blessings. Chapter 14 lbrahim, verse 7:

“And [remember] when your Lord proclaimed, 'If you are grateful, | will
surely increase you [in favor]...”

A Muslim should act on this divine name by bestowing the blessings
they have been given to others for the pleasure of Allah, the Exalted.



The one who gives to others will be given more than they could have
ever imagined. Chapter 2 Al Bagarah, verse 245:

“Who is it that would loan Allah a goodly loan so He may muiltiply it for
him many times over? And it is Allah who withholds and grants
abundance, and to Him you will be returned.”



“...And Allah is all-Encompassing...”

The generosity, mercy and control of Allah, the Exalted, extends to all
things and He is never preoccupied from one thing thereby being
distracted from another. The vastness of His mercy and the blessings
He has generously bestowed on the creation are truly uncountable.
Chapter 16 An Nahl, verse 18:

“And if you should count the favors of Allah, you could not enumerate
them.”

The Muslim who understands this divine name will strike a balance
between fear and hope as they know Allah, the Exalted, is vast in both
mercy and power. His mercy inspires hope while His power inspires fear.

A Muslim should act on this divine name by adopting good character
which extends far and wide by effecting everyone they are in contact
with in a positive way. They should constrict the number of negative
characteristics they possess until they remove them entirely from their
character.



“...Allah is...Knowing.”

Allah, the Exalted, is All Knowing as nothing escapes His knowledge
whether in the Heavens or the Earth whether visible or not. The
knowledge of Allah, the Exalted, has no limit, it has no beginning and no
end and it is innate meaning, no one gave it to Him. Every creation
which possesses knowledge has been granted it by none other than
Allah, the Exalted. The knowledge of the creation is limited and has a
beginning. Allah, the Exalted, is fully aware of one's outer and inner
beings at all time.

The Muslim who understands this divine name will refrain from sins both
outward and inward rightfully believing Allah, the Exalted, knows all this
and will hold them accountable for their actions. In addition, they will not
stress about worldly issues understanding that Allah, the Exalted, is fully
aware of them and will respond to them at the right time.

A Muslim should act on this divine name by striving to gain and act on
useful knowledge both worldly and religious which is the path of piety.
This is the true inheritor of the Holy Prophets, peace be upon them,
which has been indicated in a Hadith found in Sunan Ibn Majah, number
223.



“O you who have believed, whoever of you should revert from his
religion - Allah will bring forth [in place of them] a people He will
love and who will love Him [who are] humble toward the believers,
strong against the disbelievers; they strive in the cause of Allah
and do not fear the blame of a critic...”

According to the great Companion, lbn Abbas, may Allah be pleased
with him, this came to pass after the death of the Holy Prophet
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, and during the reign of
the first rightly guided Caliph of Islam, Abu Bakr Siddique, may Allah be
pleased with him. This has been discussed in Tanwir Al Migbas Min
Tafsir Ibn Abbas, 5:54, Page 120.

This is when the first rightly guided Caliph of Islam Abu Bakr Siddique,
may Allah be pleased with him, remained firm on the teachings of Islam
even though many Muslims at that time refused to donate the obligatory
charity, which is a pillar of faith according to the Hadith found in Sahih
Muslim, number 111. This whole event has been discussed in Hadiths
found in Sahih Bukhari, numbers 7284 and 7285.

This steadfast attitude is an important aspect of Islam Muslims must
adopt. Muslims should not compromise on any duty for worldly things as
these things will eventually become a burden for them let alone the
punishment which awaits them in the next world if they do not sincerely
repent.



A Muslim should not be fooled into believing that if they fail to fulfil their
obligatory duties they will somehow find a way out of the judgment and
punishment of Allah, the Exalted. Simply ignoring one's disobedience
and the reality of Judgment Day will not make it go away. When one
accepted Islam as their faith and became a Muslim this included
accepting the responsibility of fulfilling the duties which accompany
Islam. A person who accepts a job by definition accepts the duties which
come with it. If they simply refuse to fulfil their duties they will
undoubtedly be sacked. Similarly, the one who refuses to fulfil their
obligatory duties after accepting Islam as their religion may well find
themself surrounded by punishment and difficulties in both worlds.

In reality, the obligatory duties are not many and do not require that
much time or effort. In fact, Allah, the Exalted, has made it clear in the
Holy Quran that He does not burden someone with more than they can
handle. Chapter 2 Al Bagarah, verse 286:

“Allah does not charge a soul except [with that within] its capacity...”

So any duty which is obligatory on a person can be carried out by them.
It is only their extreme laziness and poor judgment which prevents them
from doing it. Muslims must therefore change their attitude and fulfil their
duties according to the traditions of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace
and blessings be upon him, before they encounter a severe torment on a
Great Day.
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