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Introduction 
 

 

The following short book discusses the difference between religious 

Knowledge and Assumptions. This discussion is based on Chapter 2 Al 

Baqarah, Verse 78 of the Holy Quran:  

 

 

“And among them are unlettered ones who do not know the Scripture 

except [indulging in] wishful thinking, but they are only assuming.” 

 

 

Implementing the lessons discussed will aid a Muslim to Achieve Noble 

Character. According to the Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 

2003, the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, 

has advised that the heaviest thing in the Scales of Judgment Day will 

be Noble Character. It is one of qualities of the Holy Prophet 

Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, which Allah, the Exalted, 

complimented in Chapter 68 Al Qalam, Verse 4 of the Holy Quran: 

 

 

“And indeed, you are of a great moral character.” 

 

 

Therefore, it is a duty on all Muslims to gain and act on the teachings of 

the Holy Quran and the traditions of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, 

peace and blessings be upon him, in order to Achieve Noble Character. 



Knowledge vs Assumptions 
 

Chapter 2 – Al Baqarah, Verse 78 

 
 

 
 
 

“And among them [people of the book] are unlettered ones who do not 
know the Scripture [the Torah and Bible] except [indulging in] wishful 

thinking, but they are only assuming.” 
 



“And among them [people of the book] are unlettered ones who do 

not know the Scripture [the Torah and Bible]...but they are only 

assuming.” 

 

 

These people assumed that abandoning knowledge and learning a few 

practices from their religion was enough for salvation. They turned their 

religion into a few empty practices and failed to understand that their 

faith was meant to affect every word they utter and every action they 

perform. This realization can only take place when one strives to gain 

and act on religious knowledge. Unfortunately, many Muslims have 

followed in their footsteps and only rely on a few physical acts of worship 

assuming this is the path of success.  

 

 

In a Hadith found in Sunan Ibn Majah, number 219, the Holy Prophet 

Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, advised that learning 

one verse of the Holy Quran is better than offering 100 cycles of 

voluntary prayer. And learning a topic of Islamic knowledge even if one 

does not act on it is better than offering 1000 cycles of voluntary prayer. 

 

 

Learning a verse includes studying and more importantly practically 

implementing its teachings in one's life. And it is important to note, a 

Muslim will only gain this reward when they sincerely strive to act on the 

topic of knowledge they have learned and practically implement it when 

the opportunity presents itself. Only when one does not gain the 

opportunity to act on their topic of Islamic knowledge will they gain the 

reward of offering 1000 cycles of prayer even if they do not actually act 

on it. This is because Allah, the Exalted, judges and rewards people 

based on their intention and will therefore grant reward to those who 



would sincerely act when given the opportunity. This is confirmed in a 

Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari, number 1.  

 

 

Finally, as indicated by the main Hadith under discussion gaining and 

acting on knowledge is far superior to voluntary worship. This is because 

the majority do not understand the Arabic language and are therefore 

less likely to change their behavior and obedience to Allah, the Exalted, 

in a positive way as they do not understand the language they use to 

worship Allah, the Exalted. Whereas, learning and acting on knowledge 

is much more likely to inspire one to change for the better. This is the 

reason why some Muslims spend decades performing voluntary worship 

yet, do not improve their behavior towards Allah, the Exalted, or people 

in the slightest. This by far is not the best course of action.  

 

 

 



“And among them [people of the book] are unlettered ones who do 

not know the Scripture [the Torah and Bible]...but they are only 

assuming.” 

 

 

Many Muslims have followed in their footsteps by failing to fulfil all three 

aspects of the divine scripture they were granted namely, the Holy 

Quran. 

 

 

In a Hadith found in Imam Munzari's, Awareness and Apprehension, 

number 30, the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon 

him, advised that the Holy Quran will intercede on Judgment Day. Those 

who follow it during their lives on Earth will be led to Paradise on 

Judgment Day. But those who neglect it during their lives on Earth will 

find that it pushes them into Hell on Judgment Day. 

 

  

The Holy Quran is a book of guidance. It is not merely a book of 

recitation. Muslims must therefore strive to fulfill all aspects of the Holy 

Quran to ensure that it guides them to success in both worlds. The first 

aspect is reciting it correctly and regularly. The second aspect is to 

understand it. And the final aspect is to act on its teachings according to 

the traditions of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be 

upon him. Those who behave in such a manner are the ones who are 

given glad tidings of right guidance through every difficulty in this world 

and its intercession on the Day of Judgment. But as warned by this 

Hadith the Holy Quran is only guidance and a mercy for those who 

correctly act on its aspects according to the traditions of the Holy 

Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him. But those who 

misinterpret it and instead act according to their desires in order to gain 

worldly things, such as fame, will be deprived of this right guidance and 



its intercession on Judgment Day. In fact, their complete loss in both 

worlds will only increase until they sincerely repent. Chapter 17 Al Isra, 

verse 82: 

 

 

“And We send down of the Quran that which is healing and mercy for the 

believers, but it does not increase the wrongdoers except in loss.” 

 

 

Finally, it is important to understand that even though the Holy Quran is 

a cure for worldly problems a Muslim should not only use it for this 

purpose. Meaning, they should not only recite it in order to fix their 

worldly problems thereby, treating the Holy Quran like a tool which is 

removed during a difficulty and then placed back in a toolbox. The main 

function of the Holy Quran is to guide one to the hereafter safely. 

Neglecting this main function and only using it to fix one's worldly 

problems is not correct as it contradicts the behaviour of a true Muslim. It 

is like the one who purchases a car with many different accessories yet, 

it possesses no engine. There is no doubt that this person is simply 

foolish.  



“And among them [people of the book] are unlettered ones who do 

not know the Scripture [the Torah and Bible]...but they are only 

assuming.” 

 

 

Some have adopted a strange attitude. When they are questioned about 

things they are unaware of instead of admitting the truth they give a 

reply which has little or no foundation in the truth. This can become a 

serious issue especially in matters connected to Islam. A Muslim may 

get punished for giving incorrect information which others act on. This 

has been indicated in a Hadith found in Sahih Muslim, number 2351. 

This is because they ignorantly attributed things to Allah, the Exalted, or 

the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him. 

Because of these people strange beliefs and customs have become 

attached to Islam which is a great deviation from the truth brought by the 

Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him. In fact, 

many of the cultural customs Muslims have adopted believing them to 

be a part of Islam occurred because of this ignorant mentality. 

 

  

These people believe that if they simply admit they do not know 

something they will appear foolish to others. This mentality in itself is 

extremely foolish as the righteous predecessors would stress the 

importance of admitting one's ignorance so that others do not become 

misguided. In fact, the righteous predecessors would only count the 

person who behaved in this manner as in intelligent person and counted 

the one who answered every question posed to them a fool.  

 

 

This attitude is often observed in elders who often advise their children 

on issues relating to the world and religion instead of admitting their 

ignorance and directing them to someone who knows the truth. When 



elders act in this way they fail their duty in rightly guiding their 

dependents which has been indicated in a Hadith found in Sunan Abu 

Dawud, number 2928. 

 

 

Muslims should therefore, gain correct knowledge, whether worldly or 

religious, before advising others and in cases they are unaware of 

something they should admit it as this will not reduce their rank in 

anyway. If anything Allah, the Exalted, and people will appreciate their 

honesty.  

 



“And among them [people of the book] are unlettered ones who do 

not know the Scripture [the Torah and Bible] except [indulging in] 

wishful thinking, but they are only assuming.” 

 

 

Many Muslims who have adopted this type of ignorance will eventually 

reach a level where they live in wishful thinking in respect to Allah, the 

Exalted. For example, they will refuse to learn and act on the Holy Quran 

and instead assume as Allah, the Exalted, is All Forgiving and Merciful 

He will forgive them in the hereafter. Even though Allah, the Exalted, is 

All Forgiving and Merciful He has made it clear that Muslims must strive 

to learn and act on the Holy Quran and the traditions of the Holy Prophet 

Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him. So in reality, this 

mentality is not true hope in Allah, the Exalted, it is merely wishful 

thinking. 

 

 

Even though there is no doubt that the mercy of Allah, the Exalted, is 

infinite and can overcome all sins. And giving up hope in the infinite 

mercy of Allah, the Exalted, is defined as unbelief in chapter 12 Yusuf, 

verse 87: 

 

 

“…Indeed, no one despairs of relief from Allah except the disbelieving 

people."   

 

 

Yet, none the less it is extremely important for Muslims to understand a 

fact. Namely, a Muslim has not been guaranteed to leave this world with 

their faith meaning, a Muslim is in danger of dying as a non-Muslim. This 

is the greatest loss. If this happens it does not take a scholar to conclude 



where this person will reside in the hereafter. This can occur when a 

Muslim abandons learning and acting on Islamic knowledge, persists on 

sins especially, major sins, such as drinking alcohol and fails to offer 

their obligatory prayers and reaches their end without sincerely 

repenting from their sins. This is the reason why Muslims must sincerely 

repent from all their sins and strive to fulfil all their obligatory duties as 

this is a task they can undoubtedly fulfil. Chapter 2 Al Baqarah, verse 

286: 

 

 

“Allah does not charge a soul except [with that within] its capacity…” 

 

 

They should not be fooled into believing they possess hope in the mercy 

of Allah, the Exalted. As true hope in the mercy of Allah, the Exalted, is 

supported by obedience to Allah, the Exalted, through actions. This 

involves fulfilling His commands, refraining from His prohibitions and 

facing destiny with patience. Failing to do this and then expecting the 

mercy and forgiveness of Allah, the Exalted, is not hope in His mercy it 

is merely wishful thinking which has no weight or significance. This has 

been clearly warned by the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and 

blessings be upon him, in a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 

2459.  

 

 
 



“And among them [people of the book] are unlettered ones who do 

not know the Scripture [the Torah and Bible] except [indulging in] 

wishful thinking, but they are only assuming.” 

 

 

Those who adopt this ignorant mentality often adopt non-Islamic 

practices assuming they are a part of Islam. The more Muslims do this 

the less they will follow the teachings of the Holy Quran and the 

traditions of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon 

him. This is quite evident in this day and age as many Muslims have 

adopted the cultural practices of other nations which has caused them to 

become distant from the teachings of Islam. For example, one only 

needs to observe the modern Muslim wedding to observe how many 

non-Muslim cultural practices have been adopted by Muslims. What 

makes this worse is that many Muslims cannot differentiate between 

Islamic practices based on the Holy Quran and traditions of the Holy 

Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, and the cultural 

practices of non-Muslims. Because of this non-Muslims cannot 

differentiate between them either which has caused great problems for 

Islam. For example, honour killings is a cultural practice which has 

nothing to do with Islam yet because of the ignorance of Muslims and 

their habit of adopting non-Muslim cultural practices Islam is blamed 

every time an honour killing occurs in society. The Holy Prophet 

Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, removed the social 

barriers in the form of casts and brotherhoods in order to unite people 

yet ignorant Muslims have resurrected them by adopting the cultural 

practices of non-Muslims. Simply put, the more cultural practices 

Muslims adopt the less they will act on the Holy Quran and the traditions 

of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him. 

 



“And among them [people of the book] are unlettered ones who do 

not know the Scripture [the Torah and Bible] except [indulging in] 

wishful thinking, but they are only assuming.” 

 

 

It is important for Muslims to understand that their worldly knowledge 

irrespective of how much they possess is not enough to gain success in 

their religious life. Even though, gaining useful worldly knowledge is 

praiseworthy according to the teachings of Islam as it is an excellent 

means for one to obtain lawful provision for themself and their 

dependents yet, it is not enough to safely guide them through their 

religious life. For example, in most cases, worldly knowledge will not 

teach someone how to safely journey through a difficulty or a test in a 

way which pleases Allah, the Exalted, so that they gain reward in both 

worlds. The obligatory duties and traditions of the Holy Prophet 

Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, cannot be acted on by a 

Muslim who only possesses worldly knowledge. In fact, religious 

knowledge has the power to guide one to success in both worlds 

whereas worldly knowledge will only aid someone in this world. The one 

who possesses religious knowledge will adhere to the obedience of 

Allah, the Exalted, which will result in such blessings and grace that they 

will find success in both worlds. Whereas, worldly knowledge will inspire 

one to deduce their own path in religion instead of acting according to 

the teachings of the rightly guided namely, the righteous predecessors. 

Religion is not to about creating one’s own path it is simply to adhere to 

Islamic teachings.  

 

 

Unfortunately, many Muslims who possess worldly knowledge do not 

realise this important point which only reduces their chances of 

achieving success in both worlds. Therefore, Muslims should strive to 

obtain and act on both religious and useful worldly knowledge if they 

desire success in both worlds. This is why gaining useful knowledge is a 



duty on all Muslims according to a Hadith found in Sunan Ibn Majah, 

number 224. 

 
 
 
 
 
 



“And among them [people of the book] are unlettered ones who do 

not know the Scripture [the Torah and Bible] except [indulging in] 

wishful thinking, but they are only assuming.” 

 

 

Even though, the number of preachers has increased over time and 

accessing information has become easier yet the strength of Muslims 

has only weakened. One of the reasons is that many Muslims have 

adopted a mentality which has hindered them from learning and acting 

on Islamic knowledge namely, they believe merely listening to Islamic 

knowledge is good enough to succeed. This is a trap of the Devil and 

completely contradicts the attitude of the Companions, may Allah be 

pleased with them, and the righteous predecessors. They not only 

listened to religious knowledge but they fully intended and fulfilled this 

intention by acting on the knowledge they heard. Failing to act in this 

way has caused the faith of Muslims to weaken. It is the reason why 

some Muslims have spent decades attending religious gatherings and 

talks yet have not changed for the better at all. The danger of this 

attitude is that eventually people will fall lower by believing that they can 

simply declare Islam with their tongues without the need to listen or act 

on religious teachings. Muslims will be left with ignorance as their guide 

which will only lead them to destruction.  

 
 



“And among them [people of the book] are unlettered ones who do 

not know the Scripture [the Torah and Bible] except [indulging in] 

wishful thinking, but they are only assuming.” 

 

 

When Muslims follow in their footsteps by abandoning learning and 

acting on Islamic knowledge they will become easily misguided by 

others, just like the general masses of the people of the book were 

misguided by their scholars. This type of ignorance leads to blind 

following of others and this very rarely leads to salvation. 

 

 

A Hadith found in Sunan Ibn Majah, number 4049, indicates the 

importance of not blindly imitating others in accepting Islam, such as 

one's family, without gaining and acting on Islamic knowledge so that 

one surpasses blind imitation and obeys Allah, the Exalted, while truly 

recognizing his Lordship and their own servanthood. This is in fact the 

purpose of mankind. Chapter 51 Adh Dhariyat, verse 56: 

 

 

“And I did not create the jinn and mankind except to worship Me.” 

 

 

How can one truly worship someone they do not even recognize? Blind 

imitation is acceptable for children but adults must follow in the footsteps 

of the righteous predecessors by truly understanding the purpose of their 

creation through knowledge. Ignorance is the very reason why the 

Muslims who fulfil their obligatory duties still feel disconnected from 

Allah, the Exalted. This recognition aids a Muslim to behave as a true 

servant of Allah, the Exalted, throughout the day not just during the five 

daily obligatory prayers. Only through this will Muslims fulfil true 



servanthood to Allah, the Exalted. And this is the weapon which 

overcomes all difficulties a Muslim faces during their life. If they do not 

possess this they will face difficulties without gaining reward. In fact, it 

will only lead to more difficulties in both worlds. Performing the obligatory 

duties through blind imitation may fulfil the obligation but it will not safely 

guide one through every difficulty in order to reach the proximity of Allah, 

the Exalted, in both worlds. In fact, in most cases blind imitation will lead 

to one eventually abandoning their obligatory duties. This Muslim will 

only fulfil their duties in times of difficulty and turn away from them in 

times of ease or vice versa. 

 

 

 



“And among them [people of the book] are unlettered ones who do 

not know the Scripture [the Torah and Bible] except [indulging in] 

wishful thinking, but they are only assuming.” 

 

 

An aspect of their wishful thinking and assumption was that they, the 

people of the book, were the chosen ones and they therefore were 

guaranteed salvation in both worlds even if they did not bother learning 

and acting on their divine scriptures. Chapter 5 Al Ma’idah, verse 18: 

 

 

“But the Jews and the Christians say, "We are the children of Allah and 

His beloved."…” 

 

 

Because of this misguided mentality they abandoned learning and acting 

on their faith even though they were clearly commanded countless times 

to adhere to the teachings of their divine scriptures. Chapter 2 Al 

Baqarah, verse 63: 

 

 

“And [recall] when We took your covenant, [O Children of Israel, to abide 

by the Torah] and We raised over you the mount, [saying], "Take what 

We have given you with determination and remember what is in it that 

perhaps you may become righteous."” 

 

 

Unfortunately, many Muslims have followed in their footsteps by 

abandoning learning and acting on the teachings of Islam and instead 



assume that as they belong to the nation of the Holy Prophet 

Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, they are the chosen 

ones and are guaranteed salvation. This was the same error in 

judgement made by the people of the book and Allah, the Exalted, 

punished them for it. 

 

 

If Muslims desire to avoid sharing the fate of the people of the book they 

must fulfill the role given to them by Allah, the Exalted, as His 

ambassadors, a role which the people of the book failed to fulfil. The 

best way to achieve this is by fulfilling the commands of Allah, the 

Exalted, refraining from His prohibitions and being patient with His 

choices. Islam spread across the entire globe because the righteous 

predecessors took this duty very seriously. When they gained and acted 

on beneficial knowledge the outside world recognised the truthfulness of 

Islam through their behaviour. This caused countless people to enter the 

fold of Islam. Unfortunately, many Muslims today believe that showing 

others about Islam is merely in one's appearance, such as growing a 

beard or wearing a scarf. This is only an aspect of representing Islam. 

The greatest part is by adopting the characteristics of Holy Prophet 

Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, discussed in the Holy 

Quran and his traditions. Only with this attitude will the outside world 

observe the true nature of Islam. A Muslim should always remember that 

adopting an Islamic appearance while possessing characteristics which 

oppose the teachings of Islam only causes the outside world to 

disrespect Islam. They will be held accountable for this disrespect as 

they are the cause of it. A Muslim should therefore behave as a true 

ambassador of Islam by adopting the inward teachings of Islam as well 

as the outer appearance of Islam.  

 

 

In addition, this important position should remind Muslims that they will 

be held accountable and questioned whether they fulfilled this role or not 

on Judgment Day. The same way a king would become angry at their 



diplomat and representative if they failed to fulfil their duty so will Allah, 

the Exalted, become angry with the Muslim who fails to fulfill their duty 

as an ambassador of Islam.   

 

 

 

 



“And among them [people of the book] are unlettered ones who do 

not know the Scripture [the Torah and Bible] except [indulging in] 

wishful thinking, but they are only assuming.” 

 

 

As discussed earlier, many Muslims have followed in the footsteps of the 

people of the book by abandoning learning and acting on the teachings 

of Islam and instead assume that as they belong to the nation of the 

Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, they are 

the chosen ones and are therefore guaranteed salvation. They assume 

that the intercession of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and 

blessings be upon him, will save them. 

 

 

In a Hadith found in Sunan Ibn Majah, number 4308, the Holy Prophet 

Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, advised that he is the 

first person to intercede and the first person whose intercession will be 

accepted by Allah, the Exalted, on Judgment Day.  

 

 

A Muslim should therefore strive to make themself worthy of the 

intercession of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be 

upon him, by performing the actions which result in this such as 

supplicating for it after hearing the call to prayer. This has been advised 

in a Hadith found in Sunan An Nasai, number 679. But this would require 

one to regularly attend the obligatory prayers at a Mosque instead of 

offering them at home. The greatest action which will result in the 

intercession is learning and acting on the traditions of the Holy Prophet 

Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him. A Muslim should not live 

in heedlessness by rejecting this duty and then expect intercession on 

Judgment Day as this is closer to wishful thinking which is blame worthy 



and of no real value compared to true hope in the mercy of Allah, the 

Exalted.  

 

 

Unfortunately, some Muslims who have adopted this wishful thinking 

expect to obtain Paradise through this intercession even though they do 

not obey Allah, the Exalted, by fulfilling His commands, refraining from 

His prohibitions and by facing destiny with patience according to the 

traditions of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon 

him. These Muslims must realise that even though the intercession is a 

fact some Muslims who will have their punishment reduced through 

intercession will still enter Hell. Even a single moment in Hell is truly 

unbearable. So one should abandon wishful thinking and instead adopt 

true hope by practically striving in the obedience of Allah, the Exalted. 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 



“And among them [people of the book] are unlettered ones who do 

not know the Scripture [the Torah and Bible] except [indulging in] 

wishful thinking, but they are only assuming.” 

 

 

To conclude, these people assumed that abandoning knowledge and 

learning a few practices from their religion was enough for salvation. 

They turned their religion into a few empty practices and failed to 

understand that their faith was meant to affect every word they utter and 

every action they perform. This realization can only take place when one 

strives to gain and act on religious knowledge. Unfortunately, many 

Muslims have followed in their footsteps and rely on a few physical acts 

of worship assuming this is the path of success. When one turns their 

faith into a few practices and rituals performed in a language they do not 

even understand they faith stops becoming a way of life. When the next 

generation follow in their footsteps it is only a matter of time before they 

abandon these few practices assuming that they are only a part of their 

culture instead of realizing their faith is meant to be a way of life. For 

example, the elders which migrated to western countries held onto their 

culture in respect to the clothes they wore but the next generation who 

were born and raised in the west abandoned this way of dressing 

assuming it was only a cultural practice and not a way of life. The issue 

with culture and fashion is that they are always changing from 

generation to generation and if faith is seen as a few cultural practices it 

too will be abandoned with the passing of time. If one turns the pages of 

history they will observe that this is what occurred with the people of the 

book, the Jews and Christians. Once upon a time their synagogues and 

churches were full of worshippers and students of knowledge but when 

the people abandoned knowledge and instead adopted a few practices 

the next generation went a step further and even abandoned these few 

practices and as a result their synagogues and churches became empty.  

 

 



In addition, those who adopted this mentality amongst the older 

generation held onto the few practices they learned but due to changes 

in the general mentality of society the next generation no longer desire 

to blindly follow practices and often question why they should adopt faith 

and act on these practices. If the older generation are unaware of why 

they are Muslims then how can they explain this to the next generation? 

Ignorance will only encourage the next generation to abandon their faith 

and the few practices they were taught by their elders and to instead 

lead a life serving their own desires. 

 

 

If Muslims do not change their attitude by devoting themselves to 

gaining and acting on Islamic knowledge and encourage the next 

generation to do the same then they too will share the fate of the people 

of the book mentioned in this verse. 
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