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Introduction 
 

 

The following short book discusses some Good Social Manners. This 

discussion is based on Chapter 49 Al Hujurat, Verses 11-12 of the Holy 

Quran:  

 

 

“O you who have believed, let not a people ridicule [another] people; 

perhaps they may be better than them; nor let women ridicule [other] 

women; perhaps they may be better than them. And do not insult one 

another and do not call each other by [offensive] nicknames. Wretched 

is the name [i.e., mention] of disobedience after [one's] faith. And 

whoever does not repent - then it is those who are the wrongdoers. O 

you who have believed, avoid much [negative] assumption. Indeed, 

some assumption is sin. And do not spy or backbite each other. Would 

one of you like to eat the flesh of his brother when dead? You would 

detest it. And fear Allah; indeed, Allah is Accepting of Repentance and 

Merciful.” 

 

 

Implementing the lessons discussed will aid a Muslim to Achieve Noble 

Character. According to the Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 

2003, the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, 

has advised that the heaviest thing in the Scales of Judgment Day will 

be Noble Character. It is one of qualities of the Holy Prophet 

Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, which Allah, the Exalted, 

complimented in Chapter 68 Al Qalam, Verse 4 of the Holy Quran: 

 

 

“And indeed, you are of a great moral character.” 



 

 

Therefore, it is a duty on all Muslims to gain and act on the teachings of 

the Holy Quran and the traditions of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, 

peace and blessings be upon him, in order to Achieve Noble Character. 

 



Good Social Manners 

Chapter 49 – Al Hujurat, Verse 11 
 

 

 

“O you who have believed, let not a people ridicule [another] people; 

perhaps they may be better than them; nor let women ridicule [other] 

women; perhaps they may be better than them. And do not insult one 

another and do not call each other by [offensive] nicknames. Wretched is 

the name [i.e., mention] of disobedience after [one's] faith. And whoever 

does not repent - then it is those who are the wrongdoers.” 



“O you who have believed…” 

 

 

True belief involves sincerity. In a Hadith found in Sahih Muslim number 

196, the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, 

advised that Islam is sincerity towards Allah, the Exalted. 

 

 

Sincerity towards Allah, the Exalted, includes fulfilling all the duties given 

by Him in the form of commands and prohibitions, solely for His 

pleasure. As confirmed in a Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari, number 1, all 

will be judged by their intention. So if one is not sincere towards Allah, 

the Exalted, when performing good deeds they will gain no reward in this 

world or in the next. In fact, according to a Hadith found in Jami At 

Tirmidhi, number 3154, those who performed insincere deeds will be told 

on Judgement Day to seek their reward from those who they acted for, 

which will not be possible. Chapter 98 Al Bayyinah, verse 5. 

 

 

"And they were not commanded except to worship Allah, [being] sincere 

to Him in religion....." 

 

 

If one is lax in fulfilling their duties towards Allah, the Exalted, it proves a 

lack of sincerity. Therefore, they should sincerely repent and struggle to 

fulfil them all. It is important to bear in mind Allah, the Exalted, never 

burdens one with duties they cannot perform or handle. Chapter 2 Al 

Baqarah, verse 286. 

 

 



"Allah does not charge a soul except [with that within] its capacity...." 

 

 

Being sincere towards Allah, the Exalted, means that one should always 

choose His pleasure over the pleasure of themself and others. A Muslim 

should always give priority to those actions which are for the sake of 

Allah, the Exalted, over all else. One should love others and dislike their 

sins for the sake of Allah, the Exalted, and not for the sake of their own 

desires. When they help others or refuse to take part in sins it should be 

for the sake of Allah, the Exalted. The one who adopts this mentality has 

perfected their faith. This is confirmed in a Hadith found in Sunan Abu 

Dawud, number 4681. 

 



“…let not a people ridicule [another] people; perhaps they may be 

better than them; nor let women ridicule [other] women; perhaps they 

may be better than them…” 

 

 

Looking down upon others is a sign of pride. 

 

 

In a Hadith found in Sahih Muslim, number 265, the Holy Prophet 

Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, warned that a person who 

possesses even an atom’s worth of pride in their heart will not enter 

Paradise. He clarified that pride is when a person rejects the truth and 

looks down on others.  

  

 

No amount of good deeds will benefit someone who possesses pride. This 

is quite obvious when one observes the Devil and how his countless years 

of worship did not benefit him when he became proud. In fact, the following 

verse clearly connects pride with disbelief so a muslim must avoid this evil 

characteristic at all costs. Chapter 2 Al Baqarah, verse 34: 

 

 

“And [mention] when We said to the angels, "Prostrate before Adam"; so 

they prostrated, except for Iblees. He refused and was arrogant and 

became of the disbelievers.” 

 

 



The proud is the one who rejects the truth when it is presented to them 

simply because it did not come from them and as it challenges their desires 

and mentality. The proud person also believes they are superior to others 

even though they are unaware of their own ultimate end and the ultimate 

end of others. This is plain ignorance. In reality, it is foolish to be proud of 

anything seeing as Allah, the Exalted, created and granted everything a 

person owns. Even the righteous deeds one performs are only due to the 

inspiration, knowledge and strength granted by Allah, the Exalted. 

Therefore, being proud of something which does not innately belong to 

them is plain foolishness. This is just like a person who becomes proud 

over a mansion they do not even own or live in.  

 

 

This is the reason why pride belongs to Allah, the Exalted, as He alone is 

the Creator and innate Owner of all things. The one who challenges Allah, 

the Exalted, in pride will be thrown into Hell. This has been confirmed in a 

Hadith found in Sunan Abu Dawud, number 4090. 

 

 

A muslim should instead follow in the footsteps of the Holy Prophet 

Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, and adopt humility. The 

humble truly recognise that all the good they possess and all the evil they 

are protected from comes from no one except Allah, the Exalted. 

Therefore, humility is more fitting for a person than pride. A person should 

not be fooled into believing humility leads to disgrace as no one has been 

more honoured than the humble servants of Allah, the Exalted. In fact, the 

Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, has 

guaranteed an increase in status for the one who adopts humility for the 

sake of Allah, the Exalted, in a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 

2029.  



“…let not a people ridicule [another] people; perhaps they may be 

better than them; nor let women ridicule [other] women; perhaps they 

may be better than them…” 

 

 

Whenever a muslim finds themself on a lawful path they should firstly show 

true gratitude to Allah, the Exalted, by using the blessings He alone granted 

them in the way prescribed by Islam. The other important thing is that a 

muslim should never look down on others believing that their path is 

somehow superior to the path of others especially those who are on a 

lawful path also. This only leads to pride which will lead one to Hell. This is 

confirmed in a Hadith found in Sahih Muslim, number 266. Instead, they 

should firstly understand that they are unaware of the final outcome of their 

life or the lives of others. Someone on an unlawful path can easily sincerely 

repent and be saved before death.  

 

 

Secondly, in the case of others on a lawful path a muslim should 

understand that each person has been granted the best path for them 

which differs from the best possible path of others. For example, one 

muslim may spend most of their time in a Mosque and another muslim may 

spend most of their time on lawful worldly things, such as an occupation. 

The first muslim is not better than the second as each person is on the best 

path for them. If they swapped places it would most likely lead them to 

destruction. For example, if they swapped the one who now spends time in 

a Mosque could adopt pride and thus be destroyed. So it is better for them 

to be involved in lawful worldly things. On the other hand, the other muslim 

who now dedicates most of their time to the material world could get lost in 

it and head towards the unlawful. So it would be better for this muslim to 

spend most of their time in a Mosque.  

 



 

Therefore, muslims should never be jealous nor look down upon each other 

as each person is on the best possible path for them, as long as this path is 

lawful. This attitude will always lead to humility and mutual love for each 

other and according to a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 2510, 

sincerely loving each other for the sake of Allah, the Exalted, is a 

characteristic which leads one to Paradise. It is important to note, this 

discussion does not mean one should not try to improve themself by acting 

on the teachings of Islam. It means they should be happy for others who 

are journeying down a lawful path. 

 
 



“…let not a people ridicule [another] people; perhaps they may be 

better than them; nor let women ridicule [other] women; perhaps they 

may be better than them…” 

 

 

In a Hadith found in Sahih Muslim, number 6543, the Holy Prophet 

Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, advised that Allah, the 

Exalted, does not judge people based on their outward appearance or their 

wealth instead He observes and judges people's inward intention and their 

physical actions.  

 

 

The first thing to note is that a muslim should always correct their intention 

when performing any deed as Allah, the Exalted, will only reward them 

when they perform righteous deeds for His sake. Those who perform deeds 

for the sake of other people and things will be told to gain their reward from 

those who they acted for on Judgment Day, which will not be possible. This 

has been warned in a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 3154. 

 

 

In addition, this Hadith indicates the importance of equality in Islam. A 

person is not superior to others by worldly things such as their ethnicity or 

wealth. Even though, many muslims have erected these barriers such as 

social castes and sects thereby believing some are better than others Islam 

has clearly rejected this concept and declared that in this respect all people 

are equal in the sight of Islam. The only thing which makes one muslim 

superior to another is their piety meaning, how much they fulfill the 

commands of Allah, the Exalted, refrain from His prohibitions and face 

destiny with patience. Chapter 49 Al Hujurat, verse 13: 



 

 

“…Indeed, the most noble of you in the sight of Allah is the most righteous 

of you…” 

 

 

A muslim should therefore busy themself in obeying Allah, the Exalted, by 

fulfilling His rights and the rights of people and not believe that something 

they possess or belong to will somehow save them from punishment. The 

Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, has made it 

clear in a Hadith found in Sahih Muslim, number 6853, that the muslim who 

lacks in righteous deeds meaning, the obedience of Allah, the Exalted, will 

not be increased in rank because of their lineage. In reality, this applies to 

all worldly things such as wealth, ethnicity, gender or social brotherhoods 

and castes. 

 



“…let not a people ridicule [another] people; perhaps they may be 

better than them; nor let women ridicule [other] women; perhaps they 

may be better than them…” 

 

 

In a Hadith found in Sunan Abu Dawud, number 5116, the Holy Prophet 

Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, clearly warned that nobility 

does not lie in one's lineage as all people are the descendants of the Holy 

Prophet Adam, peace be upon him, and he was made of dust. Therefore, 

people should give up boasting about their relatives and lineage. 

 

  

It is important to understand that even though some ignorant muslims have 

adopted the attitude of other nations by creating castes and sects thereby 

believing some people are superior to others based on these groups Islam 

declared a simple criterion for superiority namely, piety. Meaning, the more 

a muslim fulfills the commands of Allah, the Exalted, refrains from His 

prohibitions and faces destiny with patience the greater they are in rank in 

the sight of Allah, the Exalted. Chapter 49 Al Hujurat, verse 13: 

 

 

“…Indeed, the most noble of you in the sight of Allah is the most righteous 

of you…” 

 

 

This verse destroys all other standards which have been created by 

ignorant people such as one’s race, ethnicity, wealth, gender or social 

status.  



 

 

In addition, if a muslim is proud of a pious person in their lineage they 

should correctly demonstrate this belief by praising Allah, the Exalted, and 

following in their footsteps. Boasting about others without following in their 

footsteps will not help someone in either this world or the next. This has 

been made clear in a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 2945. 

  

 

Finally, the one who is proud of others but fails to follow in their footsteps is 

indirectly dishonoring them as the outside world will observe their bad 

character and assume their righteous ancestor behaved in the same 

manner. These people should therefore strive harder in the obedience of 

Allah, the Exalted, because of this reason. These are like those people who 

adopt the outward traditions and advice of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, 

peace and blessings be upon him, such as growing a beard or wearing a 

scarf yet, fail to adopt his inner character. The outside world will only think 

negatively about the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be 

upon him, when they observe the bad character of these muslims.  

 



“…And do not insult one another…” 

 

 

A Hadith found in Sunan An Nasai, number 5023, warns that a sign of 

hypocrisy is insulting others especially, when they disagree with them. 

When speaking to others a muslim should never use foul and sinful 

language. It is important to remember that it only takes a single sinful word 

to cause a person to plummet into Hell on Judgement Day. This has been 

confirmed in a Hadith found in Jami At  Tirmidhi, number 2314. A muslim 

should adhere to the tradition of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and 

blessings be upon him, by replying evil words with kind words or they 

should simply remain silent and ignore the person who utters foul 

language.  

 

 



“…And do not insult one another…” 

 

 

The one who is obscene and bad mouthed is hated by Allah, the Exalted. 

This is confirmed in a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 2002. The 

one who angers Allah, the Exalted, is far away from His mercy and thus 

more susceptible to punishment in both worlds.  

 

 

Foul language is speech which contradicts modesty and good manners. It 

includes swearing and using shameless language. Wherever possible one 

should reference something indirectly rather than using shameless 

language.  

 

 

The Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, has 

made it clear in a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 1977, that a 

true believer does not utter foul words. So the one who makes this their 

habit should review their faith and sincerely repent from this evil trait. In 

fact, using foul language has been indicated as a branch of hypocrisy by 

the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, in a 

Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 2027. 

 

  

Replying to a shameless person is foolish and only leads to sins. For 

example, a person commits a major sin when they abuse their own 

parents. According to a Hadith found in Sahih Muslim, number 5973, this 



occurs when a person abuses another person's parents and the latter in 

response abuses their parents.  

 

 

A muslim should strive to purify their tongue by only uttering sensible words 

otherwise they may speak a foul word which causes them to sink into Hell 

greater than the distance between the east and west of this world. This is 

confirmed in a Hadith found in Sahih Muslim, number 7481. 

 



“…And do not insult one another…” 

 

 

In a Hadith found in Sahih Muslim, number 6593, the Holy Prophet 

Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, explained the meaning of 

backbiting and slander.  

 

 

Backbiting is when one criticizes someone behind their back in a way which 

would be displeasing to them even though it is the truth. Whereas, slander 

is similar to backbiting except that the statement is not true. These sins 

mainly involve speech but can include other things, such as using hand 

signals. These are major sins and backbiting has been compared to eating 

the flesh of a dead corpse in the Holy Quran. Chapter 49 Al Hujurat, verse 

12: 

 

 

“…And do not spy or backbite each other. Would one of you like to eat the 

flesh of his brother when dead? You would detest it…” 

 

 

It is important to understand that these sins are worse than most of the sins 

which are between a person and Allah, the Exalted. This is because the 

sins between a person and Allah, the Exalted, will be forgiven by Him if the 

sinner sincerely repents. But Allah, the Exalted, will not forgive a backbiter 

or a slanderer until their victim forgives them first. If they do not then on 

Judgment day the good deeds of the backbiter/slanderer will be given to 

their victim as compensation and if needed the sins of the victim will be 



given to their backbiter/slanderer until justice is established. This may well 

cause the backbiter/slanderer to be hurled into Hell. This has been 

confirmed in a Hadith found in Sahih Muslim, number 6579. 

 

 

The only times backbiting is lawful is if one is warning and protecting 

another person of harm or if a person is resolving a complaint against 

another with a third party, such as a legal case.  

 

 

One should avoid backbiting and slandering by firstly gaining knowledge on 

the evil consequences of these major sins. Secondly, a person should only 

utter words which they would happily say in front of the person full well 

knowing they would not take it in an offensive way. Thirdly, a muslim 

should only utter words about another if they would not mind someone else 

saying those or similar words about them. Meaning, they should talk about 

others how they want people to talk about them. Finally, a muslim should 

concentrate on fixing their own faults and when done sincerely it will 

prevent them from backbiting and slandering others. 

 



“…And do not insult one another…” 

 

 

The literal translation of this part of the verse would be do not insult 

yourselves. This indicates that one should care for others just like they care 

for themself, as insulting others is like insulting oneself in the eyes of Islam.  

 

 

In a Hadith found in Sahih Muslim, number 6586, the Holy Prophet 

Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, declared that the muslim 

nation is like one body. If any part of the body suffers pain the rest of the 

body shares in its pain.  

 

 

This Hadith, like many others, indicates the importance of not becoming so 

self-absorbed into one's own life thereby behaving as if the universe 

revolves around them and their problems. The Devil inspires a muslim to 

focus so much on their own life and their problems that they lose focus on 

the bigger picture which leads to impatience and causes them to become 

heedless of others thereby failing their duty in supporting others according 

to their means. A muslim should always bear this in mind and strive to aid 

others as much as they can. This extends to beyond financial help and 

includes all verbal and physical help such as good and sincere advice. 

 

  

Muslims should regularly observe the news and those who are in difficult 

situations all over the world. This will inspire them to avoid becoming self-

centered and instead aid others. In reality, the one who only cares about 



themself is lower in rank than an animal as even they care about their 

offspring. In fact, a muslim should be better than animals by practically 

caring for others beyond their own family.  

 

 

Even though a muslim cannot remove all the problems of the world but they 

can play their part and help others according to their means as this is what 

Allah, the Exalted, commands and expects.  

 

 

 

 

 



“…and do not call each other by [offensive] nicknames. Wretched is 

the name [i.e., mention] of disobedience after [one's] faith…” 

 

 

In a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 2315, the Holy Prophet 

Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, cursed three times the one 

who lies in order to make people laugh. 

 

 

Joking while sticking to the truth is not a sin but it is difficult to do 

consistently. The one who jokes excessively will eventually slip up and utter 

words which are sinful, such as lying, backbiting or mocking others. 

Therefore, it is safer to avoid joking excessively which has been advised in 

a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 1995. In addition, the one who 

jokes excessively even if they manage to always speak the truth and not 

offend anyone will encounter a spiritual disease which has been warned of 

in a Hadith found in Sunan Ibn Majah, number 4193, namely, a spiritually 

dead heart. This occurs to the person who jokes and laughs excessively as 

this mentality demands they always think and discuss funny issues and 

avoid serious issues. The matter of preparing for death and the hereafter 

are serious issues and if one avoids thinking and discussing them they will 

never correctly prepare for them. This lack of preparation will cause their 

spiritual heart to die. In fact, the more seriously one ponders over the 

hereafter the less they will laugh and joke. This is indicated in a Hadith 

found in Sahih Bukhari, number 6486.  

 

 

Joking too often also causes others to lose respect for them. This can 

cause many problems such as, not being taken seriously when they 

command good and forbid evil even if it is to their own children.  



 

 

Excessively joking often leads to enmity between people as one can easily 

take things seriously. This leads to fractured and broken relationships. 

Many people have even become physically and emotionally hurt because 

of jokes. 

 

 



“O you who have believed, let not a people ridicule [another] people; 

perhaps they may be better than them; nor let women ridicule [other] 

women; perhaps they may be better than them. And do not insult one 

another and do not call each other by [offensive] nicknames. 

Wretched is the name [i.e., mention] of disobedience after [one's] 

faith…” 

 

 

In a Hadith found in Sunan An Nasai, number 4998, the Holy Prophet 

Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, advised the signs of a true 

muslim and a true believer. A true muslim is the one who keeps their verbal 

and physical harm away from others. This in fact, includes all people 

irrespective of their faith. It includes all types of verbal and physical sins 

which can cause harm or distress to another. This can include failing to 

give the best advice to others as this contradicts sincerity towards others 

which has been commanded in a Hadith found in Sunan An Nasai, number 

4204. It includes advising others to disobey Allah, the Exalted, thereby, 

inviting them towards sins. A muslim should avoid this behavior as they will 

be taken account for every person who acts on their bad advice. This has 

been warned in a Hadith found in Sahih Muslim, number 2351.  

 

 

Physical harm includes causing problems for other people's livelihood, 

committing fraud, conning others and physical abuse. All of these 

characteristics contradict Islamic teachings and must be avoided. 

 

 

A true believer, according to the main Hadith under discussion, is the one 

who keeps their harm away from the lives and property of others. Again, 

this applies to all people irrespective of their faith. This includes stealing, 



misusing or damaging the property and belongings of others. Whenever 

one is entrusted with someone else's property they must ensure they only 

use it with the owner’s permission and in a way which is pleasing and 

agreeable to the owner. The Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and 

blessings be upon him, has warned in a Hadith found in Sunan An Nasai, 

number 5421, that whoever illegally takes someone else's property, 

through a false oath, even if it is as small as a twig of a tree will go to Hell. 

 

  

To conclude a muslim must support their verbal declaration of belief with 

actions as they are the physical proof of one’s belief which will be needed 

in order to obtain success on the Day of Judgment. In addition, a muslim 

should fulfill the characteristics of true belief in respect to Allah, the Exalted, 

and people. An excellent way of achieving this in respect to people is to 

simply treat others how they wish to be treated by people, which is with 

respect and peace.  

 

 



“O you who have believed, let not a people ridicule [another] people; 

perhaps they may be better than them; nor let women ridicule [other] 

women; perhaps they may be better than them. And do not insult one 

another and do not call each other by [offensive] nicknames. 

Wretched is the name [i.e., mention] of disobedience after [one's] 

faith…” 

 

 

In a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 2501, the Holy Prophet 

Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, declared that whoever is 

silent is saved.  

 

 

This means the one who is silent from vain or evil speech and only speaks 

good words will be saved by Allah, the Exalted, in both worlds. This is 

important to understand as the main reason people will enter Hell is 

because of their speech. This has been warned in a Hadith found in Jami 

At Tirmidhi, number 2616. In fact, it only takes a single evil word to cause a 

person to plunge into Hell on Judgement Day which has been confirmed in 

a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 2314. 

 

 

Speech can be of three types. The first is evil speech which should be 

avoided at all costs. The second is vain speech which only causes one to 

waste time which will lead to a great regret on Judgment Day. In addition, 

the first step of sinful speech is often vain speech. So it is safer to avoid 

this type of speech. The final type is good speech which should always be 

adopted. Based on these aspects two thirds of speech should be removed 

from one's life. 



 

  

In addition, the one who speaks too much will only reflect on their actions 

and the hereafter a little as this requires silence. This will prevent one from 

assessing their deeds which inspires one to perform more righteous deeds 

and sincerely repent from their sins. This person will then be prevented 

from changing for the better.  

 

 

Finally, those who speak too much often discuss worldly things and things 

which are entertaining and fun. This will cause them to adopt a mentality 

whereby they dislike discussing or listening to serious issues like death and 

the hereafter. This will prevent them from preparing adequately for the 

hereafter which will lead to a great regret and a potential punishment.  

 

 

All of this can be avoided if one simply remains silent from sinful and vain 

speech and instead only speaks good words. Therefore, the one who is 

silent in this way will be saved from trouble in this world and from 

punishment in the next world.  

 



“O you who have believed, let not a people ridicule [another] people; 

perhaps they may be better than them; nor let women ridicule [other] 

women; perhaps they may be better than them. And do not insult one 

another and do not call each other by [offensive] nicknames. 

Wretched is the name [i.e., mention] of disobedience after [one's] 

faith…” 

 

 

In a Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari, number 67, the Holy Prophet 

Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, declared that the blood, 

property and honor of a muslim are sacred in Islam. 

 

  

This Hadith, like many others, teaches muslims that success can only be 

obtained when one fulfills the rights of Allah, the Exalted, such as the 

obligatory prayers, and the rights of people. One without the other is not 

good enough.  

 

 

A true believer and muslim is the one who keeps their verbal and physical 

harm away from the self and possessions of others. This is confirmed in a 

Hadith found in Sunan An Nasai, number 4998. Therefore, it is vital for 

muslims not to harm others through their actions or words. 

 

  

A muslim must respect the possessions of others and not try to wrongfully 

acquire them for example, in a legal case. A Hadith found in Sahih Muslim, 

number 353, warns that someone who does this will go to Hell even if the 



thing they acquired was as insignificant as a twig of a tree. Muslims should 

only use the possessions of others according to their wishes and return 

them in a way pleasing to its owner.  

 

 

The honor of a muslim should not be violated through actions or speech, 

such as backbiting or slander. A muslim should instead defend the honor of 

others whether in their presence or absence as this will lead to their 

protection from the fire of Hell. This has been advised in a Hadith found in 

Jami At Tirmidhi, number 1931. 

 

 

To conclude, one should avoid wronging the self, possessions or honor of 

others by treating others exactly how they desire others to treat them. Just 

like one loves this for themself they should love it for others and prove this 

through their actions and speech. This is the sign of a true believer 

according to a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 2515. 

 

 



“O you who have believed, let not a people ridicule [another] people; 

perhaps they may be better than them; nor let women ridicule [other] 

women; perhaps they may be better than them. And do not insult one 

another and do not call each other by [offensive] nicknames. 

Wretched is the name [i.e., mention] of disobedience after [one's] 

faith. And whoever does not repent - then it is those who are the 

wrongdoers.” 

 

 

In a Hadith found in Sunan Ibn Majah, number 4251, the Holy Prophet 

Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, advised that people 

commit sins but the best person who commits sins is the one who sincerely 

repents. 

 

 

As people are not Angels they are bound to commit sins. The thing that 

makes these people special is when they sincerely repent from their sins. 

Sincere repentance includes feeling remorse, seeking the forgiveness of 

Allah, the Exalted, and anyone who has been wronged, making a firm 

promise not to commit the sin or a similar sin again and making up for any 

rights which have been violated in respect to Allah, the Exalted, and 

people.  

 

 

It is important to note, minor sins can be erased through righteous deeds 

which has been advised in many Hadiths, such as the one found in Sahih 

Muslim, number 550. It advises that the five daily obligatory prayers and 

two consecutive Friday congregational prayers erase the minor sins 

committed in between them as long as major sins are avoided.  



 

 

Major sins are only erased through sincere repentance. Therefore, a 

muslim should strive to avoid all sins, minor and major, and if they happen 

to occur to immediately sincerely repent as the time of death is unknown. 

And they should continue obeying Allah, the Exalted, by fulfilling His 

commands, refraining from His prohibitions and by facing destiny with 

patience.  



“O you who have believed, let not a people ridicule [another] 

people; perhaps they may be better than them; nor let women 

ridicule [other] women; perhaps they may be better than them. And 

do not insult one another and do not call each other by [offensive] 

nicknames. Wretched is the name [i.e., mention] of disobedience 

after [one's] faith. And whoever does not repent - then it is those 

who are the wrongdoers.” 

 

 

In a Hadith found in Sahih Muslim, number 6579, the Holy Prophet 

Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, warned that the 

bankrupt muslim is the one who accumulates many righteous deeds, 

such as fasting and prayer, but as they mistreated people their good 

deeds will be given to their victims and if necessary their victim’s sins will 

be given to them on Judgement Day. This will lead to them being hurled 

into Hell.  

 

 

It is important to understand that a muslim must fulfil two aspects of faith 

in order to achieve success. The first are the duties in respect to Allah, 

the Exalted, such as the obligatory prayer. The second aspect is in 

respect to people which includes treating them kindly. In fact, the Holy 

Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, has declared in 

a Hadith found in Sunan An Nasai, number 4998, that a person cannot 

be a true believer until they keep they physical and verbal harm away 

from the life and possessions of others. 

 

  

It is important to understand that Allah, the Exalted, is infinitely forgiving 

meaning, He will forgive those who sincerely repent to Him. But He will 

not forgive the sins which involve other people until the victim forgives 

first. As people are not so forgiving a muslim should be fearful that those 



who they have wronged will exact revenge on them by taking away their 

precious good deeds on Judgment Day. Even if a muslim fulfils the 

rights of Allah, the Exalted, they may still end up in Hell simply because 

they have wronged others. It is therefore important for muslims to strive 

to fulfil both aspects of their duties in order to obtain success in both 

worlds.  

 



“O you who have believed, let not a people ridicule [another] people; 

perhaps they may be better than them; nor let women ridicule [other] 

women; perhaps they may be better than them. And do not insult one 

another and do not call each other by [offensive] nicknames. 

Wretched is the name [i.e., mention] of disobedience after [one's] 

faith. And whoever does not repent - then it is those who are the 

wrongdoers.” 

 

 

One should avoid these bad characteristics by simply treating others how 

they wish to be treated by people. 

 

 

The Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, once 

advised in a Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari, number 13, that a person 

cannot become a true believer until they love for others what they love for 

themself. 

 

 

This does not mean a muslim will lose their faith if they fail to adopt this 

characteristic. It means that a muslim’s faith will not be complete until they 

act on this advice. This Hadith also indicates that a muslim will not perfect 

their faith until they also dislike for others what they dislike for themself. 

This is supported by another Hadith found in Sahih Muslim, number 6586. 

It advises that the muslim nation is like one body. If one part of the body is 

in pain the rest of the body shares the pain. This mutual feeling includes 

loving and hating for others what one loves and hates for themself.  

 

 



A muslim can only achieve this status when their heart is free from evil 

traits, such as envy. These evil traits will always cause one to desire better 

for themself. So in reality, this Hadith is an indication that one should purify 

their heart by adopting good characteristics, such as being forgiving, and 

eliminate evil traits, such as envy. This is only possible through learning 

and acting on the teachings of the Holy Quran and the traditions of the Holy 

Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him.  

 

 

It is important for muslims to understand that desiring good for others will 

cause them to lose out on good things. The treasury of Allah, the Exalted, 

has no limits so there is no need to adopt a selfish and greedy mentality.  

 

 

Desiring good for others includes striving to aid others in anyway one can, 

such as financial or emotional support, in the same way a person would 

desire others to aid them in their moment of need. Therefore, this love must 

be shown through actions not just words. Even when a muslim forbids evil 

and offers advice which contradicts the desire of others they should do so 

gently just like they would want others to advise them kindly.  

 

 

As mentioned earlier, the main Hadith under discussion indicates the 

importance of eliminating all bad characteristics which contradict mutual 

love and care, such as envy. Envy is when a person desires to possess a 

specific blessing which is only obtainable when it is taken away from 

someone else. This attitude is a direct challenge to the distribution of 

blessings chosen by Allah, the Exalted. This is why it is a major sin and 

leads to the destruction of the envier’s good deeds. This has been warned 

in a Hadith found in Sunan Abu Dawud, number 4903. If a Muslim must 



desire the lawful things others possess they should wish and supplicate to 

Allah, the Exalted, to grant them the same or similar thing without the other 

person losing the blessing. This type of jealousy is lawful and is 

praiseworthy in aspects of religion. This has been advised in a Hadith 

found in Sahih Muslim, number 1896. The Holy Prophet Muhammad, 

peace and blessings be upon him, advised that muslims should only be 

jealous of a wealthy person who uses their wealth correctly. And be jealous 

of a knowledgeable person who uses their knowledge to benefit themself 

and others.  

 

 

A Muslim should not only love for others to obtain lawful worldly blessings 

but also for them to gain religious blessings in both worlds. In fact, when 

one wishes this for others it encourages them to strive harder in the 

obedience of Allah, the Exalted, by fulfilling His commands, refraining from 

His prohibitions and by facing destiny with patience. This type of healthy 

competition is welcomed in Islam.  Chapter 83 Al Mutaffifin, verse 26:  

 

 

“…So for this let the competitors compete.”  

 

 

This encouragement will also inspire a muslim to assess themself in order 

to find and eliminate any faults in their character. When these two elements 

combine meaning, striving in sincere obedience to Allah, the Exalted, and 

purifying one's character, it leads to success in both worlds.  

 

 



A Muslim must therefore not only claim to love for others what they desire 

for themself verbally but show it through their actions. It is hoped that the 

one who is concerned for others in this way will receive the concern of 

Allah, the Exalted, in both worlds. This has been indicated in a Hadith 

found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 1930.  

 



Chapter 49 – Al Hujurat, Verse 12 
 

 

 

“O you who have believed, avoid much [negative] assumption. Indeed, 

some assumption is sin. And do not spy or backbite each other. Would one 

of you like to eat the flesh of his brother when dead? You would detest it. 

And fear Allah; indeed, Allah is Accepting of Repentance and Merciful.” 



“O you who have believed…” 

 

 

True belief involves sincerity. In a Hadith found in Sahih Muslim number 

196, the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, 

advised that Islam is sincerity towards Allah, the Exalted. 

 

 

Sincerity towards Allah, the Exalted, includes fulfilling all the duties given by 

Him in the form of commands and prohibitions, solely for His pleasure. As 

confirmed in a Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari, number 1, all will be judged 

by their intention. So if one is not sincere towards Allah, the Exalted, when 

performing good deeds they will gain no reward in this world or in the next. 

In fact, according to a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 3154, 

those who performed insincere deeds will be told on Judgement Day to 

seek their reward from those who they acted for, which will not be possible. 

Chapter 98 Al Bayyinah, verse 5. 

 

 

"And they were not commanded except to worship Allah, [being] sincere to 

Him in religion....." 

 

 

If one is lax in fulfilling their duties towards Allah, the Exalted, it proves a 

lack of sincerity. Therefore, they should sincerely repent and struggle to 

fulfil them all. It is important to bear in mind Allah, the Exalted, never 

burdens one with duties they cannot perform or handle. Chapter 2 Al 

Baqarah, verse 286. 



 

 

"Allah does not charge a soul except [with that within] its capacity...." 

 

 

Being sincere towards Allah, the Exalted, means that one should always 

choose His pleasure over the pleasure of themself and others. A Muslim 

should always give priority to those actions which are for the sake of Allah, 

the Exalted, over all else. One should love others and dislike their sins for 

the sake of Allah, the Exalted, and not for the sake of their own desires. 

When they help others or refuse to take part in sins it should be for the 

sake of Allah, the Exalted. The one who adopts this mentality has perfected 

their faith. This is confirmed in a Hadith found in Sunan Abu Dawud, 

number 4681. 

 



“…avoid much [negative] assumption. Indeed, some assumption is 

sin…” 

 

 

In a Hadith found in Sunan Abu Dawud, number 4993, the Holy Prophet 

Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, advised that thinking well 

about people is an aspect of worshipping Allah, the Exalted, correctly. 

Meaning, it is an aspect of obeying Allah, the Exalted.  

 

 

Interpreting things in a negative way often leads to sins such as backbiting 

and slander. In all cases a muslim should interpret things where possible in 

a positive way in order to give the benefit of the doubt to others. 

Unfortunately, adopting a negative mind-set effects people from a family 

unit to a national level. For example, how many times has a nation gone to 

war over an assumption and suspicion? The vast majority of scandals 

which are found in the media are based on assumptions. Even laws have 

been created which support the use of assumptions and suspicion. This 

often leads to fractured and broken relationships as people with this mind-

set always believe others are taking a dig at them through their words or 

actions. This prevents one from taking advice from others as they believe 

they are only being mocked by the one giving advice and it prevents one 

from giving advice as they believe the other person will not pay any 

attention to what they say. And a person will refrain from advising the one 

who possesses this negative mind-set as they believe it will only lead to an 

argument.  This leads to other negative traits such as bitterness.  

 

 

It is important for muslims to understand that even if they assume someone 

is taking a dig at them they should still accept their advice if it is based on 



the Holy Quran and the traditions of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace 

and blessings be upon him. They should strive to interpret things where 

possible in a positive way which leads to a positive mentality. And a 

positive mindset leads to healthy relationships and feelings.  Chapter 49 Al 

Hujurat, verse 12: 

 

 

“O you who have believed, avoid much [negative] assumption. Indeed, 

some assumption is sin…” 



“…And do not spy…” 

 

 

This is when a person purposely enquires about people or a thing in order 

to find out things which do not concern them. This behaviour only leads to 

further sins, such as backbiting and slandering. In a Hadith found in Sahih 

Bukhari, number 6064, the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings 

be upon him, specifically ordered muslims not to spy on one another and 

indicated that it prevents Muslims living in harmony. This habit will always 

block a Muslim from perfecting their faith as one cannot achieve this 

without staying away from the things which do not concern them. This has 

been advised in a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 2317. 

 

  

Spying causes one to uncover the faults of others which according to a 

Hadith found in Sunan Ibn Majah, number 2546, leads to the exposure of 

one's own faults and their public disgrace.  

 

 

It is therefore better for a Muslim to concentrate on things which concern 

them, such as rectifying their own faults. And the same way a Muslim 

would dislike people spying on them they should not spy on others.  

 



“…And do not spy…” 

 

 

Throughout the divine scriptures there are many examples which indicate 

that a person shall be treated according to how they act. For example, in 

one verse of the Holy Quran Allah, the Exalted, declares that He will 

remember the person who remembers Him. Chapter 2 Al Baqarah, verse 

152. 

 

 

“So remember Me; I will remember you.” 

 

 

Another example is found in chapter 2 Al Baqarah, verse 40: 

 

 

“…fulfill My covenant [upon you] that I will fulfill your covenant [from Me]…” 

 

 

Finally, in a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 1924, the Holy 

Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, advised that 

whoever shows mercy to others will be shown mercy by Allah, the Exalted.  

 

 



It is quite obvious that people strive in this material world as they desire 

peace of mind and contentment. In light of the earlier discussion, peace in 

one's life is often achieved when a person allows others to live in peace. If 

one reflects on their own life they will realise that people can be split into 

two categories: those who mind their business and allow others to live in 

peace and those who do not. It does not take a genius to figure out that 

those who let others live in peace are the ones who gain peace. Whereas, 

members of the other group never find peace irrespective of how many 

worldly blessings they may possess. This is one of the reasons why the 

Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, advised in a 

Hadith found in Sunan Ibn Majah, number 3976, that a muslim cannot 

perfect their Islam until they avoid things which do not concern them. Those 

who ignore this advice and busy themselves with interfering with other 

people are the ones who never find peace. As they deprive others of peace 

in turn Allah, the Exalted, deprives them of it.  

 

 

Therefore, a large step towards achieving peace of mind is to let others live 

in peace. It is important to note, this does not mean one should abandon 

commanding good and forbidding evil as this is an important duty. But it 

means that those things which are not sinful should be left alone as 

constantly chiding others on issues which are not unlawful only leads to 

enmity and the loss of peace in peoples’ lives. There was a day and age 

when people loved being advised by others on all lawful and unlawful 

matters even if this meant they were being chided as they desired to reform 

themselves for the better. But that day has long passed. Nowadays, most 

people dislike being chided over the unlawful let alone those things which 

are lawful yet undesirable. So it is best to avoid this attitude if one desires 

to gain a bit of peace in their life.  



“…And do…backbite each other. Would one of you like to eat the 

flesh of his brother when dead? You would detest it…” 

 

 

In a Hadith found in Sahih Muslim, number 6593, the Holy Prophet 

Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, explained the meaning of 

backbiting and slander.  

 

 

Backbiting is when one criticizes someone behind their back in a way which 

would be displeasing to them even though it is the truth. Whereas, slander 

is similar to backbiting except that the statement is not true. These sins 

mainly involve speech but can include other things, such as using hand 

signals. These are major sins and backbiting has been compared to eating 

the flesh of a dead corpse in the main verse under discussion.  

 

 

It is important to understand that these sins are worse than most of the sins 

which are between a person and Allah, the Exalted. This is because the 

sins between a person and Allah, the Exalted, will be forgiven by Him if the 

sinner sincerely repents. But Allah, the Exalted, will not forgive a backbiter 

or a slanderer until their victim forgives them first. If they do not then on 

Judgment day the good deeds of the backbiter/slanderer will be given to 

their victim as compensation and if needed the sins of the victim will be 

given to their backbiter/slanderer until justice is established. This may well 

cause the backbiter/slanderer to be hurled into Hell. This has been 

confirmed in a Hadith found in Sahih Muslim, number 6579. 

 

 



The only times backbiting is lawful is if one is warning and protecting 

another person of harm or if a person is resolving a complaint against 

another with a third party, such as a legal case.  

 

 

One should avoid backbiting and slandering by firstly gaining knowledge on 

the evil consequences of these major sins. Secondly, a person should only 

utter words which they would happily say in front of the person full well 

knowing they would not take it in an offensive way. Thirdly, a muslim 

should only utter words about another if they would not mind someone else 

saying those or similar words about them. Meaning, they should talk about 

others how they want people to talk about them. Finally, a muslim should 

concentrate on fixing their own faults and when done sincerely it will 

prevent them from backbiting and slandering others. 



“…And do…backbite each other. Would one of you like to eat the 

flesh of his brother when dead? You would detest it…” 

 

 

A muslim must adopt the opposite characteristic and instead defend the 

honour of others. 

 

 

In a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 1931, the Holy Prophet 

Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, advised that whoever 

protects the honor of another will be protected from Hellfire by Allah, the 

Exalted.  

 

 

Just like a muslim would desire others to protect their honor in their 

presence or absence they should protect the honor of others in their 

presence or absence also. In fact, loving for others what one desires for 

themself is the characteristic of a true believer according to a Hadith found 

in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 2515. A muslim should protect the honor of 

others when anyone else speaks ill about them, such as backbiting or 

slander, irrespective of if what they are saying is true or not. This is an 

aspect of concealing the faults of others which leads to Allah, the Exalted, 

concealing their faults in both worlds. This is advised in a Hadith found in 

Sunan Ibn Majah, number 225. Behaving in such a manner is a clear proof 

of one's love for others for the sake of Allah, the Exalted, which is a 

characteristic which leads to Paradise according to a Hadith found in Jami 

At Tirmidhi, number 2688. 

 

 



The main Hadith under discussion clearly shows that a muslim benefits 

from supporting others so even if they are too preoccupied from caring 

about others they should at least act in this manner for their own sake. 

 

  

But the one who fails to defend the honor of others when they have the 

opportunity and strength to do so without fear of harm should fear that 

Allah, the Exalted, will not protect their honor in a time and place where it is 

being violated by others and especially, on the Day of Resurrection.  

 

 

Finally, as the main Hadith under discussion advises protecting the honor 

of others it indirectly indicates the importance of not violating the honor of 

others. This is in fact the very sign of a true muslim and believer according 

to a Hadith found in Sunan An Nasai, number 4998. Specifically, it advises 

that a true muslim and believer keeps their verbal and physical harm away 

from the self and possessions of others. 



“O you who have believed, avoid much [negative] assumption. 

Indeed, some assumption is sin. And do not spy or backbite each 

other. Would one of you like to eat the flesh of his brother when 

dead? You would detest it…” 

 

 

In a Hadith found in Sunan An Nasai, number 4998, the Holy Prophet 

Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, advised the signs of a true 

muslim and a true believer. A true muslim is the one who keeps their verbal 

and physical harm away from others. This in fact, includes all people 

irrespective of their faith. It includes all types of verbal and physical sins 

which can cause harm or distress to another. This can include failing to 

give the best advice to others as this contradicts sincerity towards others 

which has been commanded in a Hadith found in Sunan An Nasai, number 

4204. It includes advising others to disobey Allah, the Exalted, thereby, 

inviting them towards sins. A muslim should avoid this behavior as they will 

be taken account for every person who acts on their bad advice. This has 

been warned in a Hadith found in Sahih Muslim, number 2351.  

 

 

Physical harm includes causing problems for other people's livelihood, 

committing fraud, conning others and physical abuse. All of these 

characteristics contradict Islamic teachings and must be avoided. 

 

 

A true believer, according to the main Hadith under discussion, is the one 

who keeps their harm away from the lives and property of others. Again, 

this applies to all people irrespective of their faith. This includes stealing, 

misusing or damaging the property and belongings of others. Whenever 

one is entrusted with someone else's property they must ensure they only 



use it with the owner’s permission and in a way which is pleasing and 

agreeable to the owner. The Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and 

blessings be upon him, has warned in a Hadith found in Sunan An Nasai, 

number 5421, that whoever illegally takes someone else's property, 

through a false oath, even if it is as small as a twig of a tree will go to Hell. 

 

  

To conclude a muslim must support their verbal declaration of belief with 

actions as they are the physical proof of one’s belief which will be needed 

in order to obtain success on the Day of Judgment. In addition, a muslim 

should fulfill the characteristics of true belief in respect to Allah, the Exalted, 

and people. An excellent way of achieving this in respect to people is to 

simply treat others how they wish to be treated by people, which is with 

respect and peace.  



“O you who have believed, avoid much [negative] assumption. 

Indeed, some assumption is sin. And do not spy or backbite each 

other. Would one of you like to eat the flesh of his brother when 

dead? You would detest it…” 

 

 

In a Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari, number 67, the Holy Prophet 

Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, declared that the blood, 

property and honor of a muslim are sacred in Islam. 

 

  

This Hadith, like many others, teaches muslims that success can only be 

obtained when one fulfills the rights of Allah, the Exalted, such as the 

obligatory prayers, and the rights of people. One without the other is not 

good enough.  

 

 

A true believer and muslim is the one who keeps their verbal and physical 

harm away from the self and possessions of others. This is confirmed in a 

Hadith found in Sunan An Nasai, number 4998. Therefore, it is vital for 

muslims not to harm others through their actions or words. 

 

  

A muslim must respect the possessions of others and not try to wrongfully 

acquire them for example, in a legal case. A Hadith found in Sahih Muslim, 

number 353, warns that someone who does this will go to Hell even if the 

thing they acquired was as insignificant as a twig of a tree. Muslims should 



only use the possessions of others according to their wishes and return 

them in a way pleasing to its owner.  

 

 

The honor of a muslim should not be violated through actions or speech, 

such as backbiting or slander. A muslim should instead defend the honor of 

others whether in their presence or absence as this will lead to their 

protection from the fire of Hell. This has been advised in a Hadith found in 

Jami At Tirmidhi, number 1931. 

 

 

To conclude, one should avoid wronging the self, possessions or honor of 

others by treating others exactly how they desire others to treat them. Just 

like one loves this for themself they should love it for others and prove this 

through their actions and speech. This is the sign of a true believer 

according to a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 2515. 

 

 



“O you who have believed, avoid much [negative] assumption. 

Indeed, some assumption is sin. And do not spy or backbite each 

other. Would one of you like to eat the flesh of his brother when 

dead? You would detest it…” 

 

 

In a Hadith found in Sahih Muslim, number 6579, the Holy Prophet 

Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, warned that the bankrupt 

muslim is the one who accumulates many righteous deeds, such as fasting 

and prayer, but as they mistreated people their good deeds will be given to 

their victims and if necessary their victim’s sins will be given to them on 

Judgement Day. This will lead to them being hurled into Hell.  

 

 

It is important to understand that a muslim must fulfil two aspects of faith in 

order to achieve success. The first are the duties in respect to Allah, the 

Exalted, such as the obligatory prayer. The second aspect is in respect to 

people which includes treating them kindly. In fact, the Holy Prophet 

Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, has declared in a Hadith 

found in Sunan An Nasai, number 4998, that a person cannot be a true 

believer until they keep they physical and verbal harm away from the life 

and possessions of others. 

 

  

It is important to understand that Allah, the Exalted, is infinitely forgiving 

meaning, He will forgive those who sincerely repent to Him. But He will not 

forgive the sins which involve other people until the victim forgives first. As 

people are not so forgiving a muslim should be fearful that those who they 

have wronged will exact revenge on them by taking away their precious 

good deeds on Judgment Day. Even if a muslim fulfils the rights of Allah, 



the Exalted, they may still end up in Hell simply because they have 

wronged others. It is therefore important for muslims to strive to fulfil both 

aspects of their duties in order to obtain success in both worlds.  

 

 



“…And fear Allāh…” 

 

 

Piety/Fearing Allah, the Exalted, cannot be achieved without gaining and 

acting on Islamic knowledge so that one can fulfill the commands of Allah, 

the Exalted, refrain from His prohibitions and face destiny with patience 

according to the traditions of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and 

blessings be upon him. Chapter 35 Fatir, verse 28: 

 

 

“…Only those fear Allah, from among His servants, who have 

knowledge…” 

 

 

In a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 2451, the Holy Prophet 

Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon, advised that a muslim cannot 

become pious until they avoid something which is not harmful to their 

religion out of caution that it will lead to something which is harmful. 

Therefore, an aspect of piety is to avoid things which are doubtful not just 

unlawful. This is because doubtful things takes a muslim one step closer to 

the unlawful and the closer one is to the unlawful the easier it is to fall into 

it. It is why a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 1205, advises that 

the one who avoids unlawful and doubtful things will protect their religion 

and honor. If one observes those who have become misguided in society, 

in most cases, this occurred gradually not in one sudden step. Meaning, 

the person first indulged in doubtful things before falling into the unlawful. 

This is the reason why Islam stresses the need to avoid unnecessary and 

vain things in one's life as they can lead them to the unlawful. For example, 

vain and useless speech which is not classified sinful by Islam often leads 

to evil speech, such as backbiting, lying and slander. If a person avoids the 



first step by not indulging in vain speech they will undoubtedly avoid evil 

speech. This process can be applied to all things which are vain, 

unnecessary and especially, doubtful.  

 

 

 



“…indeed, Allāh is Accepting of Repentance…” 

 

 

In a Hadith found in Sunan Ibn Majah, number 4251, the Holy Prophet 

Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, advised that people 

commit sins but the best person who commits sins is the one who sincerely 

repents. 

 

 

As people are not Angels they are bound to commit sins. The thing that 

makes these people special is when they sincerely repent from their sins. 

Sincere repentance includes feeling remorse, seeking the forgiveness of 

Allah, the Exalted, and anyone who has been wronged, making a firm 

promise not to commit the sin or a similar sin again and making up for any 

rights which have been violated in respect to Allah, the Exalted, and 

people.  

 

 

It is important to note, minor sins can be erased through righteous deeds 

which has been advised in many Hadiths, such as the one found in Sahih 

Muslim, number 550. It advises that the five daily obligatory prayers and 

two consecutive Friday congregational prayers erase the minor sins 

committed in between them as long as major sins are avoided.  

 

 

Major sins are only erased through sincere repentance. Therefore, a 

muslim should strive to avoid all sins, minor and major, and if they happen 

to occur to immediately sincerely repent as the time of death is unknown. 



And they should continue obeying Allah, the Exalted, by fulfilling His 

commands, refraining from His prohibitions and by facing destiny with 

patience.  

 

 

 



“…indeed, Allāh is Accepting of Repentance…” 

 

 

Allah, the Exalted, conceals and covers the faults of His repentant servants 

without punishing them or holding it against them in anyway.  

 

 

A muslim should therefore never lose hope in the mercy of Allah, the 

Exalted, as this leads to unbelief. Chapter 12 Yusuf, verse 87: 

 

 

“…and despair not of relief from Allah. Indeed, no one despairs of relief 

from Allah except the disbelieving people." 

 

 

A muslim should understand that the forgiveness of Allah, the Exalted, is 

unlimited while their sins will always be limited. The limited can never 

overcome the unlimited. But it is important to note this applies to the one 

who repents sincerely not the person who continues sinning believing they 

will be forgiven. This is merely wishful thinking not true hope in the 

forgiveness of Allah, the Exalted. Sincere repentance involves feeling 

remorse, seeking forgiveness from Allah, the Exalted, and if necessary 

from people, sincerely promising to refrain from the same or similar sin 

again and making up for any rights which have been violated in respect to 

Allah, the Exalted, and people. 

 

 



Muslims should act on this blessed divine name by overlooking and 

forgiving the mistakes of others. It is logical to understand that if one 

desires the forgiveness of Allah, the Exalted, they should learn to forgive 

others. Chapter 24 An Nur, verse 22: 

 

 

“…and let them pardon and overlook. Would you not like that Allah should 

forgive you? And Allah is Forgiving and Merciful.” 

 



“…indeed, Allāh is…Merciful.” 

 

 

Allah, the Exalted, is the Most Merciful according to His infinite status. This 

attribute means that Allah, the Exalted, bestows countless favours on the 

creation and is always extremely kind to them. This same characteristic has 

been attributed to others such as the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and 

blessings be upon him. Chapter 9 At Tawbah, verse 128: 

 

 

“There has certainly come to you a Messenger from among yourselves. 

Grievous to him is what you suffer; [he is] concerned over you [i.e., your 

guidance] and to the believers is kind and merciful.” 

 

 

When used in reference to the creation merciful means soft-hearted and 

compassionate. A muslim must adopt these qualities by looking at the 

creation through the eye of mercy and by treating them with mercy and 

compassion whether they are obedient or sinful. Many Hadiths such as the 

one found in Sahih Muslim, number 6030, indicate that the one who does 

not show mercy to others will not be shown mercy by Allah, the Exalted. So 

it is vital for muslims to show mercy to all through their actions such as 

financial and physical help and through their words such as supplicating for 

them. Islam in fact rewards a muslim who shows mercy to all living things 

such as animals. This has been confirmed in a Hadith found in Sunan Abu 

Dawud, number 2550. In addition, the mercy they show should not be 

selective or occasional instead they should strive to demonstrate mercy at 

all times with all of creation. 

 



“…And fear Allāh; indeed, Allāh is Accepting of Repentance and 

Merciful.” 

 

 

In a long divine Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari, number 7405, Allah, the 

Exalted, advises that He acts and treats His servant according to their 

perception of Him. This means if a muslim has good thoughts and 

expects good from Allah, the Exalted, He in turn will not disappoint them. 

Similarly, if a person harbours negative thoughts about Allah, the 

Exalted, such as believing they will not be forgiven then Allah, the 

Exalted, may act according to their belief.  

 

 

It is important to note, there is a vast difference between true hope in 

Allah, the Exalted, which this Hadith refers to and wishful thinking. 

Wishful thinking is when one fails to strive in the obedience of Allah, the 

Exalted, by fulfilling His commands, refraining from His prohibitions and 

by facing destiny with patience and then expects Allah, the Exalted, to 

forgive them. This is not true hope it is merely wishful thinking. This is 

like a farmer who fails to plant any seeds, fails to water their crop and 

still hopes to reap a large harvest. True hope is when one strives to obey 

Allah, the Exalted, and whenever they slip up they sincerely repent and 

then hope for the mercy and forgiveness of Allah, the Exalted. This is 

like a farmer who plants seeds, waters their crop, dedicates effort to 

keeping the crop healthy and then hopes for a large harvest. The Holy 

Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, has 

summarised this explanation in a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, 

number 2459.  

 

 

Generally speaking, a muslim should harbour more fear of Allah, the 

Exalted, during their life as it prevents sins which is superior to hope 



which inspires one to perform righteous deeds especially, the voluntary 

type. But during periods of illness and difficulty and especially at the time 

of death a muslim should have nothing but hope in the mercy of Allah, 

the Exalted, even if they have spent their life disobeying Him as this has 

specifically been commanded by the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace 

and blessings be upon him, in a Hadith found in Sahih Muslim, number 

2877.  
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