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Introduction 
 

 

The following short book discusses the concept of blindly Following 

one’s Forefathers. This discussion is based on Chapter 43 Az Zukhruf, 

Verses 20-25 of the Holy Quran:  

 

 

“And they [non-muslims of Mecca] said, "If the Most Merciful had willed, 

we would not have worshipped them [other deities]." They have of that 

no knowledge. They are not but misjudging. Or have We given them a 

book before it [i.e., the Quran] to which they are adhering? Rather, they 

say, "Indeed, we found our fathers upon a religion, and we are in their 

footsteps [rightly] guided." And similarly, We did not send before you any 

warner into a city except that its affluent said, "Indeed, we found our 

fathers upon a religion, and we are, in their footsteps, following.” [Each 

warner] said, "Even if I brought you better guidance than that [religion] 

upon which you found your fathers?" They said, "Indeed we, in that with 

which you were sent, are disbelievers." So We took retribution from 

them; then see how was the end of the deniers.” 

 

 

Implementing the lessons discussed will aid a Muslim to Achieve Noble 

Character. According to the Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 

2003, the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, 

has advised that the heaviest thing in the Scales of Judgment Day will 

be Noble Character. It is one of qualities of the Holy Prophet 

Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, which Allah, the Exalted, 

complimented in Chapter 68 Al Qalam, Verse 4 of the Holy Quran: 

 

 



“And indeed, you are of a great moral character.” 

 

 

Therefore, it is a duty on all Muslims to gain and act on the teachings of 

the Holy Quran and the traditions of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, 

peace and blessings be upon him, in order to Achieve Noble Character. 

 



Following Forefathers 
 

Chapter 43 – Az Zukhruf, Verses 20-25 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

“And they [non-muslims of Mecca] said, "If the Most Merciful had willed, we 

would not have worshipped them [other deities]." They have of that no 

knowledge. They are not but misjudging. 

Or have We given them a book before it [i.e., the Quran] to which they are 

adhering? 

Rather, they say, "Indeed, we found our fathers upon a religion, and we are 

in their footsteps [rightly] guided." 

And similarly, We did not send before you any warner into a city except that 

its affluent said, "Indeed, we found our fathers upon a religion, and we are, 

in their footsteps, following.” 

[Each warner] said, "Even if I brought you better guidance than that 

[religion] upon which you found your fathers?" They said, "Indeed we, in 

that with which you were sent, are disbelievers." 

So We took retribution from them; then see how was the end of the 

deniers.” 

 



“And they [non-muslims of Mecca] said, "If the Most Merciful had 

willed, we would not have worshipped them [other deities]." They 

have of that no knowledge. They are not but misjudging.” 

 

 

It is important to understand that as destiny is something which is hidden 

from people it therefore cannot be used as an excuse to commit sins. In 

addition, Allah, the Exalted, will not question people on the Day of 

Judgment about their destiny instead He will question them about their 

intention and actions, which are both under their control. Chapter 21 Al 

Anbiya, verse 23: 

 

 

“He is not questioned about what He does [destiny], but they will be 

questioned.” 

 

 

As these two things are under a person’s control their must take 

responsibility for them whether they like it or not. Just like a police officer 

who intentionally misuses their training and equipment provided to them by 

the police force cannot blame the police force for their actions, nor can a 

person blame Allah, the Exalted, when they intentionally misuse the 

blessings He has granted them especially, after He has instructed them 

how to use the blessings correctly. 

 

 

In addition, it is strange that a person will use destiny as an excuse to 

commit sins and excuse themselves from accountability yet when they 



experience injustice from another they demand justice and do not accept 

that this act of injustice was destined therefore, according to their belief, 

their oppressor cannot be blamed. 

 

 

Finally, as this world is an abode of test and trials Allah, the Exalted, does 

not force guidance on anyone as this would negate the purpose of this 

world. 

 

 

 



“Or have We given them a book before it [the Quran] to which they are 

adhering?” 

 

 

A great distraction which prevents one from submitting to the obedience of 

Allah, the Exalted, is ignorance. It can be argued that it is the origin of 

every sin as the one who truly knows the consequences of sins would 

never commit them. This refers to true beneficial knowledge which is 

knowledge that is acted upon. In reality, all knowledge which is not acted 

on is not beneficial knowledge. The example of the one who behaves in 

this manner is described in the Holy Quran as a donkey which carries 

books of knowledge which do not benefit it. Chapter 62 Al Jumu’ah, verse 

5: 

 

 

“…and then did not take it on (did not act upon knowledge) is like that of a 

donkey who carries volumes [of books]…” 

 

 

A person who acts on their knowledge rarely slips up and commits sins 

intentionally. In fact, when this occurs it is only caused by a moment of 

ignorance where a person forgets to act on their knowledge which results in 

them sinning.  

 

 

The Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, once 

highlighted the seriousness of ignorance in a Hadith found in Jami At 

Tirmidhi, number 2322. He declared that everything in the material world is 



cursed except for the remembrance of Allah, the Exalted, whatever is 

connected to this remembrance, the scholar and the student of knowledge. 

This means that all the blessings in the material world will become a curse 

for the one who is ignorant as they will misuse them thereby committing 

sins.  

 

 

In fact, ignorance can be considered a person's worse enemy as it 

prevents them from protecting themself from harm and gaining benefit all of 

which can only be achieved through acting on knowledge. The ignorant 

commits sins without being aware of them. How can one avoid a sin if they 

do not know what is considered a sin? Ignorance causes one to neglect 

their obligatory duties. How can one fulfil their duties if they are unaware of 

what their duties are? 

  

 

It is therefore a duty on all muslims to gain enough knowledge to fulfil all 

their obligatory duties and avoid sins. This is confirmed in a Hadith found in 

Sunan Ibn Majah, number 224. 

 



“Or have We given them a book before it [the Quran] to which they are 

adhering? Rather, they say, "Indeed, we found our fathers upon a 

religion, and we are in their footsteps [rightly] guided." And similarly, 

We did not send before you any warner into a city except that its 

affluent said, "Indeed, we found our fathers upon a religion, and we 

are, in their footsteps, following." [Each warner] said, "Even if I 

brought you better guidance than that [religion] upon which you 

found your fathers?" They said, "Indeed we, in that with which you 

were sent, are disbelievers."” 

 

 

Blind imitation of one’s forefathers is a major reason why people reject the 

truth. A person should utilize their common sense and choose a way of life 

based on evidence and clear signs and not blindly imitate others like cattle. 

Behaving in this manner leads to deviation. 

 

 

Muslims should not follow and adopt the customary practices of non-

Muslims. The more Muslims do this the less they will follow the teachings of 

the Holy Quran and the traditions of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace 

and blessings be upon him. This is quite evident in this day and age as 

many Muslims have adopted the cultural practices of other nations which 

has caused them to become distant from the teachings of Islam. For 

example, one only needs to observe the modern Muslim wedding to 

observe how many non-Muslim cultural practices have been adopted by 

Muslims. What makes this worse is that many Muslims cannot differentiate 

between Islamic practices based on the Holy Quran and traditions of the 

Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, and the 

cultural practices of non-Muslims. Because of this non-Muslims cannot 

differentiate between them either which has caused great problems for 

Islam. For example, honour killings is a cultural practice which has nothing 



to do with Islam yet because of the ignorance of Muslims and their habit of 

adopting non-Muslim cultural practices Islam is blamed every time an 

honour killing occurs in society. The Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and 

blessings be upon him, removed the social barriers in the form of casts and 

brotherhoods in order to unite people yet ignorant Muslims have 

resurrected them by adopting the cultural practices of non-Muslims. Simply 

put, the more cultural practices Muslims adopt the less they will act on the 

Holy Quran and the traditions of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and 

blessings be upon him. 

 



“Or have We given them a book before it [the Quran] to which they are 

adhering? Rather, they say, "Indeed, we found our fathers upon a 

religion, and we are in their footsteps [rightly] guided." And similarly, 

We did not send before you any warner into a city except that its 

affluent said, "Indeed, we found our fathers upon a religion, and we 

are, in their footsteps, following." [Each warner] said, "Even if I 

brought you better guidance than that [religion] upon which you 

found your fathers?" They said, "Indeed we, in that with which you 

were sent, are disbelievers."” 

 

 

Blind imitation of one’s forefathers is a major reason why people reject the 

truth. A person should utilize their common sense and choose a way of life 

based on evidence and clear signs and not blindly imitate others like cattle. 

Behaving in this manner leads to deviation. Blind imitation is even disliked 

within Islam. 

 

 

A Hadith found in Sunan Ibn Majah, number 4049, indicates the importance 

of not blindly imitating others in accepting Islam, such as one's family, 

without gaining and acting on Islamic knowledge so that one surpasses 

blind imitation and obeys Allah, the Exalted, while truly recognising his 

Lordship and their own servanthood. This is in fact the purpose of mankind. 

Chapter 51 Adh Dhariyat, verse 56: 

 

 

“And I did not create the jinn and mankind except to worship Me.” 

 

 



How can one truly worship someone they do not even recognize? Blind 

imitation is acceptable for children but adults must follow in the footsteps of 

the righteous predecessors by truly understanding the purpose of their 

creation through knowledge. Ignorance is the very reason why the Muslims 

who fulfil their obligatory duties still feel disconnected from Allah, the 

Exalted. This recognition aids a Muslim to behave as a true servant of 

Allah, the Exalted, throughout the day not just during the five daily 

obligatory prayers. Only through this will Muslims fulfil true servanthood to 

Allah, the Exalted. And this is the weapon which overcomes all difficulties a 

Muslim faces during their life. If they do not possess this they will face 

difficulties without gaining reward. In fact, it will only lead to more difficulties 

in both worlds. Performing the obligatory duties through blind imitation may 

fulfil the obligation but it will not safely guide one through every difficulty in 

order to reach the proximity of Allah, the Exalted, in both worlds. In fact, in 

most cases blind imitation will lead to one eventually abandoning their 

obligatory duties. This Muslim will only fulfil their duties in times of difficulty 

and turn away from them in times of ease or vice versa. 

  

  



“And similarly, We did not send before you any warner into a city 

except that its affluent said, "Indeed, we found our fathers upon a 

religion, and we are, in their footsteps, following." [Each warner] said, 

"Even if I brought you better guidance than that [religion] upon which 

you found your fathers?" They said, "Indeed we, in that with which 

you were sent, are disbelievers."” 

 

 

Following their forefathers led them to worshipping false gods. The truth is 

that each worshipper of false gods only worships their own desires. Their 

deities are just a physical manifestation of their desires which they worship. 

This is obvious as a person who worships a deity in the form of an idol 

knows that the lifeless idol cannot command them to live their life a certain 

way so the worshiper themself decides how they imagine their lifeless idol 

would like them to live. And this code of conduct is based on nothing but 

their own desires. Therefore, their worship of their desires is the root of 

their worship. The influential and rich are more drowned in this mentality as 

they are aware that accepting the truth meaning, Islam, will force them to 

live according to a specific code of conduct which will prevent them from 

acting on their misguided desires. This is why they adhere more firmly to 

the way of their forefathers. They also advise others to follow them as they 

do not wish to lose their influence and authority. This is why history as 

shown they were the first to reject and oppose the Holy Prophets, peace be 

upon them. 

  



“[Each warner] said, "Even if I brought you better guidance than that 

[religion] upon which you found your fathers?" They said, "Indeed we, 

in that with which you were sent, are disbelievers." So We took 

retribution from them; then see how was the end of the deniers.” 

 

 

This outcome must be avoided by sincerely obeying the two sources of 

guidance. 

 

 

In a Hadith found in Sahih Muslim number 196, the Holy Prophet 

Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, advised that Islam is 

sincerity towards the Holy Quran and the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace 

and blessings be upon him. 

 

 

Sincerity towards the Holy Quran includes having deep respect and love for 

the words of Allah, the Exalted. This sincerity is proven when one fulfils the 

three aspects of the Holy Quran. The first is to recite it correctly and 

regularly. The second is to understand its teachings through a reliable 

source and teacher. The final aspect is to act on the teachings of the Holy 

Quran with the aim of pleasing Allah, the Exalted. The sincere muslim gives 

priority to acting on its teachings over acting on their desires which 

contradict the Holy Quran. Modelling one’s character on the Holy Quran is 

the sign of true sincerity towards the book of Allah, the Exalted. This is the 

tradition of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon 

him, which is confirmed in a Hadith found in Sunan Abu Dawud, number 

1342.  

 



 

The next thing mentioned in the main Hadith under discussion is sincerity 

towards the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him. 

This includes striving to acquire knowledge in order to act on his traditions. 

These traditions include the ones related to Allah, the Exalted, in the form 

of worship, and his blessed noble character towards the creation. Chapter 

68 Al Qalam, verse 4: 

 

 

"And indeed, you are of a great moral character." 

 

 

It includes to accept his commands and prohibitions at all times. This has 

been made a duty by Allah, the Exalted. Chapter 59 Al Hashr, verse 7: 

 

 

"...And whatever the Messenger has given you - take; and what he has 

forbidden you - refrain from..." 

 

 

Sincerity includes to give priority to his traditions over the actions of anyone 

else as all paths to Allah, the Exalted, are closed except the path of the 

Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him. Chapter 3 

Alee Imran, verse 31: 

 

 



"Say, [O Muḥammad], "If you should love Allah, then follow me, [so] Allah 

will love you and forgive you your sins..."  

 

 

One must love all those who supported him during his life and after his 

passing, whether they are from his Family or his Companions, may Allah 

be pleased with them all. Supporting those who walk on his path and teach 

his traditions is a duty on those who desire to be sincere to him. Sincerity 

also includes loving those who love him and disliking those who criticise 

him irrespective, of one’s relationship with these people. This is all 

summarised in a single Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari, number 16. It 

advises that a person cannot have true faith until they love Allah, the 

Exalted, and the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon 

him, more than the entire creation. This love must be shown through 

actions not just words.   

 

 



“[Each warner] said, "Even if I brought you better guidance than that 

[religion] upon which you found your fathers?" They said, "Indeed we, 

in that with which you were sent, are disbelievers." So We took 

retribution from them; then see how was the end of the deniers.” 

 

 

This outcome must be avoided by sincerely obeying the two sources of 

guidance. 

 

 

In a Hadith found in Sunan Abu Dawud, number 4606, the Holy Prophet 

Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, warned that any matter 

which is not based on Islam will be rejected.  

 

 

If muslims desire lasting success in both worldly and religious matters they 

must strictly adhere to the teachings of the Holy Quran and the traditions of 

the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him. Even 

though, certain actions which are not directly taken from these two sources 

of guidance can still be considered a righteous deed it is important to 

prioritize these two sources of guidance over all else. Because the fact is 

that the more one acts on things which are not taken from these two 

sources even if it is a righteous deed the less they will act on these two 

sources of guidance. An obvious example is how many muslims have 

adopted cultural practices into their lives which do not have a foundation in 

these two sources of guidance. Even if these cultural practices are not sins 

they have preoccupied muslims from learning and acting on these two 

sources of guidance as they feel satisfied with their behaviour. This leads 

to ignorance of the two sources of guidance which in turn will only lead to 

misguidance.  



 

 

This is why a muslim must learn and act on these two sources of guidance 

which have been established by the leaders of guidance and only then act 

on other voluntary righteous deeds if they have the time and energy to do 

so. But if they choose ignorance and made up practices even if they are not 

sins over learning and acting on these two sources of guidance they will not 

achieve success.  

 

 



“[Each warner] said, "Even if I brought you better guidance than that 

[religion] upon which you found your fathers?" They said, "Indeed we, 

in that with which you were sent, are disbelievers." So We took 

retribution from them; then see how was the end of the deniers.” 

 

 

Islam teaches muslims that they should never compromise on their faith in 

order to gain something from the material world. Chapter 4 An Nisa, verse 

135: 

 

 

“O you who have believed, be persistently standing firm in justice, 

witnesses for Allah, even if it be against yourselves or parents and 

relatives...” 

 

 

As the material world is temporary whatever one gains from it will 

eventually fade away and they will be held accountable for their actions and 

attitude in the hereafter. On the other hand, faith is the precious jewel 

which guides a muslim through all difficulties in this world and in the 

hereafter safely. Therefore, it is plain foolishness to compromise the thing 

which is more beneficial and lasting for the sake of a temporary thing.  

 

 

Many people especially women, will encounter moments in their lives 

where they will have to choose whether to compromise on their faith. For 

example, in some cases a muslim woman may believe that if she removed 

her scarf and dressed a certain way she would be more respected at work 



and may even climb the corporate ladder more quickly. Similarly, in the 

corporate world it is considered important to mingle with colleagues after 

work hours. So a muslim might find themself being invited to a pub or club 

after work.  

 

 

In times like this it is important to remember that ultimate victory and 

success will only be granted to those who remain steadfast on the 

teachings of Islam. Those who act in this way will be granted worldly and 

religious success. But more importantly their worldly success will not 

become a burden for them. In fact, it will become a means for Allah, the 

Exalted, to increase their rank and remembrance amongst mankind. 

Examples of this are the rightly guided Caliphs of Islam. They did not 

compromise on their faith and instead remained steadfast throughout their 

lives and in return Allah, the Exalted, granted them a worldly and religious 

empire. 

 

 

All other forms of success are very temporal and sooner or later they 

become a difficulty for its bearer. One only needs to observe the many 

celebrities who compromised on their ideals and belief in order to obtain 

fame and fortune only for these things to become a cause of their sadness, 

anxiety, depression, substance abuse and even suicide.  

 

 

Reflect on these two paths for a moment and then decide which one should 

be preferred and chosen.  

 



“[Each warner] said, "Even if I brought you better guidance than that 

[religion] upon which you found your fathers?" They said, "Indeed we, 

in that with which you were sent, are disbelievers." So We took 

retribution from them; then see how was the end of the deniers.” 

 

 

It is important to learn that no matter how much physical or social strength 

a person has a day will certainly come when they face the consequences of 

their actions. In most cases, this occurs during their life where the actions 

of a person leads them to trouble, such as prison and eventually they will 

face the consequences of their actions in the hereafter as well. This applies 

to all people not just leaders.  

 

 

A muslim should therefore never mistreat others, such as their relatives. 

They should learn a lesson from the tyrannical leaders of history who were 

greater in strength than them yet, a day certainly came when their strength 

did not benefit them and they faced the consequences of their evil deeds. 

Social influence and strength are fickle things as they quickly pass from 

person to person thereby, never remaining with anyone for long. Therefore, 

a muslim who possesses such strength should use it in a way which is 

pleasing to Allah, the Exalted, by benefiting themself and others. But if they 

abuse their authority then they will eventually face a punishment which no 

one can protect them from.  

 

 

In addition, it is important not to abuse one’s authority as it may cause them 

to be hurled into Hell on Judgment Day. Every oppressor will have to give 

their righteous deeds to their victims and if necessary take the sins of their 

victims until justice is established. This will cause many oppressors to be 



thrown into Hell. This has been confirmed in a Hadith found in Sahih 

Muslim, number 6579. 

 

     

To conclude, a muslim should never forget to hold themself accountable for 

their deeds. Those who do will avoid disobeying Allah, the Exalted, and 

harming others. But those who do not judge themselves will continue 

disobeying Allah, the Exalted, and harming others heedlessly not knowing 

that in actual fact they are only harming themselves. But when they realize 

this fact it will be too late for them to escape punishment.  

 



“[Each warner] said, "Even if I brought you better guidance than that 

[religion] upon which you found your fathers?" They said, "Indeed we, 

in that with which you were sent, are disbelievers." So We took 

retribution from them; then see how was the end of the deniers.” 

 

 

It is important for muslims to understand a simple yet profound lesson 

namely, they will never succeed in this world or the next in worldly or 

religious matters through the disobedience of Allah, the Exalted. Since the 

dawn of time to this age and till the end of time no person has ever 

achieved true success nor will they ever through the disobedience of Allah, 

the Exalted. This is quite obvious when one turns the pages of history. 

Therefore, when a muslim is in a situation which they desire to achieve a 

positive and successful outcome from they should never choose to disobey 

Allah, the Exalted, irrespective of how tempting or easy it may seem to be. 

Even if one is advised by their close friends and relatives to do so as there 

is no obedience to the creation if it means disobedience to the Creator. And 

in truth they will never be able to protect them from Allah, the Exalted, and 

His punishment in either this world or the next. The same way Allah, the 

Exalted, grants success to those who obey Him He removes a successful 

outcome from those who disobey Him even if this removal takes time to 

witness. A muslim should not be fooled as this will occur sooner or later. 

The Holy Quran has made it extremely clear that an evil plan or action only 

encompasses the doer even if this punishment is delayed. Chapter 35 

Fatir, verse 43: 

 

 

“…but the evil plot does not encompass except its own people…” 

 

 



Therefore, no matter how difficult the situation and choice muslims should 

always choose the obedience of Allah, the Exalted, in both worldly and 

religious matters as this alone will lead to true success in both worlds even 

if this success is not obvious immediately.  

 

 



“[Each warner] said, "Even if I brought you better guidance than 

that [religion] upon which you found your fathers?" They said, 

"Indeed we, in that with which you were sent, are disbelievers." So 

We took retribution from them; then see how was the end of the 

deniers.” 

 

 

It is important for a muslim to be observant in their daily life and avoid 

being too self-absorbed in their own worldly matters so that they become 

heedless over the things which are occurring around them and the 

things which have already occurred. This is an important quality to 

possess as it is an excellent way to strengthen one's faith which in turn 

helps one to remain obedient to Allah, the Exalted, at all times. For 

example, when a muslim observes a sick person they should not only 

aid them by whatever means they possess, even if it is only a 

supplication, but they should reflect on their own health and understand 

that they too will eventually lose their good health either by an illness, 

ageing or even death. This should inspire them to be grateful for their 

good health and show this through their actions by taking advantage of 

their good health in both worldly and religious matters which are 

pleasing to Allah, the Exalted.   

 

 

When they observe the death of a rich person they should not only feel 

sad for the deceased and their family but realise that one day which is 

unknown to them they will die also. They should understand that just like 

the rich person was abandoned by their wealth, fame and family at their 

grave so will they too be left only with their deeds in their grave. This will 

encourage them to prepare for their grave and the hereafter.  

 

 



This attitude can and should be applied to all things one observes. A 

muslim should learn a lesson from everything around them which has 

been advised in the Holy Quran. Chapter 3 Alee Imran, verse 191: 

 

 

“…and give thought to the creation of the heavens and the earth, 

[saying], "Our Lord, You did not create this aimlessly; exalted are You 

[above such a thing]; then protect us from the punishment of the Fire.”” 

 

 

Those who behave in this manner will strengthen their faith on a daily 

basis whereas those who are too self-absorbed in their worldly life will 

remain heedless which may lead them to their destruction.  
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