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Introduction

The following is a detailed commentary (Tafseer) on Chapter 63 Al
Munafiqun, Verse 1 to Chapter 77 Al Mursalat, Verse 50 of the Holy Quran.
It specifically discusses the good characteristics Muslims must adopt and
the bad characteristics they must avoid in order to Achieve Noble
Character.

According to the Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 2003, the Holy
Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, has advised that
the heaviest thing in the Scales of Judgment Day will be Noble Character. It
Is one of qualities of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be
upon him, which Allah, the Exalted, complimented in Chapter 68 Al Qalam,
Verse 4 of the Holy Quran:

“And indeed, you are of a great moral character.”

Therefore, it is a duty on all Muslims to gain and act on the teachings of the
Holy Quran and the traditions of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and
blessings be upon him, in order to Achieve Noble Character.
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“When the hypocrites come to you, [Prophet Muhammad, peace and
blessings be upon him], they say, "We testify that you are the Messenger of



Allah.” And Allah knows that you are His Messenger, and Allah testifies that
the hypocrites are liars.

They have taken their oaths as a cover, so they averted [people] from the
way of Allah. Indeed, it was evil that they were doing.

That is because they believed, and then they disbelieved; so their hearts
were sealed over, and they do not understand.”



“When the hypocrites come to you, [Prophet Muhammad, peace and
blessings be upon him], they say, "We testify that you are the
Messenger of Allah.” And Allah knows that you are His Messenger,
and Allah testifies that the hypocrites are liars.”

Even though in this instance they spoke the truth yet it contradicted their
inward state.

A sign of hypocrisy is being two-faced. This is the one who changes their
behaviour in order to please different groups of people intending thereby to
gain some worldly things. They speak with many different tongues showing
their support to different people while harbouring dislike for them. They fail
to be sincere towards people which has been commanded in a Hadith
found in Sunan An Nasai, number 4204. If they fail to repent they will find
themself in the hereafter with two tongues of fire. This is confirmed in a
Hadith found in Sunan Abu Dawud, number 4873. Chapter 2 Al Baqarah,
verse 14:

“‘When they meet the believers, they say: “We believe,” but when they meet
their evil companions (in privacy), they say: “Surely we are with you; we
were merely jesting.”



“When the hypocrites come to you, [Prophet Muhammad, peace and
blessings be upon him], they say, "We testify that you are the
Messenger of Allah.” And Allah knows that you are His Messenger,
and Allah testifies that the hypocrites are liars.”

Even though in this instance they spoke the truth yet it contradicted their
inward state.

In a Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari, number 2749, the Holy Prophet
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, warned that lying is an
aspect of hypocrisy. Lying is unacceptable whether it is a small lie which is
often called a white lie or when one lies as a joke. All of these types of lying
are forbidden. In fact, the one who lies to make people laugh, so their aim
Is not to deceive someone, has been cursed three times in one Hadith
found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 2315.

Another popular lie people often speak believing it is not a sin is when they
lie to children. This is undoubtedly a sin according to Hadiths such as the
one found in Sunan Abu Dawud, number 4991. It is plain foolishness to lie
to children as they will only adopt this sinful habit from the elder who lies to
them. Behaving in this manner shows children lying is acceptable when it is
not acceptable according to the teachings of Islam. Only in very rare and
extreme cases is lying acceptable for example, lying in order to protect the
life of an innocent person.



It is vital to avoid lying as according to one Hadith found in Jami At
Tirmidhi, number 1971, it leads to other sins such as, backbiting and
mocking people. This behaviour leads one to the gates of Hell. When a
person continues to lie they are recorded by Allah, the Exalted, as a great
liar. It does not take a scholar to predict what will happen to a person on
Judgment day who has been recorded by Allah, the Exalted, as a great liar.

All muslims desire the company of the Angels. Yet, when a person lies they
are deprived of their company. In fact, the stench that is omitted from the
mouth of a liar causes the Angels to move a mile away from them. This is
confirmed in a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 1972,



“When the hypocrites come to you, [Prophet Muhammad, peace and
blessings be upon him], they say, "We testify that you are the
Messenger of Allah.” And Allah knows that you are His Messenger,
and Allah testifies that the hypocrites are liars.”

Even though in this instance they spoke the truth yet it contradicted their
inward state. This contradicts truthfulness.

In a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 1971, the Holy Prophet
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, discussed the importance
of truthfulness and avoiding lies. The first part advises that truthfulness
leads to righteousness which in turn leads to Paradise. When a person
persists on truthfulness they are recorded by Allah, the Exalted, as a
truthful person.

It is important to note, that truthfulness as three levels. The first is when
one is truthful in their intention and sincerity. Meaning, they act only for the
sake of Allah, the Exalted, and do not benefit others for an ulterior motive,
such as fame. This in fact is the foundation of Islam as every action is
judged on one's intention. This is confirmed in a Hadith found in Sahih
Bukhari, number 1. The next level is when one is truthful through their
words. This in reality means they avoid all types of verbal sins not just lies.
As the one who indulges in other verbal sins cannot be a real truthful
person. An excellent way of achieving this is by acting on a Hadith found in
Jami At Tirmidhi, number 2317, which advises that a person can only make
their Islam excellent when they avoid getting involved in the things which
do not concern them. The majority of verbal sins occur because a muslim



discusses something which does not concern them. The final stage is
truthfulness in actions. This is achieved through the sincere obedience of
Allah, the Exalted, by fulfilling His commands, refraining from His
prohibitions and being patient with destiny according to the traditions of the
Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, without
cheery picking or misinterpreting the teachings of Islam which suit one's
desires. They must adhere to hierarchy and priority order set by Allah, the
Exalted, in all actions.

The consequences of the opposite of these levels of truthfulness namely,
lying, according to the main Hadith under discussion, is that it leads to
disobedience which in turn leads to the fire of Hell. When one persists on
this attitude they will be recorded as a great liar by Allah, the Exalted.



“...and Allah testifies that the hypocrites are liars. They have taken
their oaths [of accepting faith] as a cover...”

They behaved in this manner in order to obtain the benefits of being a
muslim, such as the spoils of war.

In a Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari, number 2749, the Holy Prophet
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, warned that betraying
trusts is an aspect of hypocrisy.

This includes all the trusts one possesses from Allah, the Exalted, and
people. Every blessing one possesses has been entrusted to them by
Allah, the Exalted. The only way to fulfill these trusts is by using the
blessings in the way which is pleasing to Allah, the Exalted. This will ensure
they gain further blessings as this is true gratitude. Chapter 14 Ibrahim,
verse 7:

‘And [remember] when your Lord proclaimed, 'If you are grateful, | will
surely increase you [in favor]...”

The trusts between people are important to fulfill also. The one who has
been entrusted with someone else's belongings should not misuse them



and only use them according to the wishes of the owner. One of the
greatest trusts between people is keeping conversations secret unless
there is some obvious benefit in informing others. Unfortunately, this is
often overlooked amongst muslims.



“...and Allah testifies that the hypocrites are liars. They have taken
their oaths [of accepting faith] as a cover...”

They behaved in this manner in order to obtain the benefits of being a
muslim, such as the spoils of war.

In a Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari, number 2749, the Holy Prophet
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, warned that breaking
promises is an aspect of hypocrisy.

The greatest of promises a muslim has made is with Allah, the Exalted,
which is to obey Him sincerely. This involves fulfilling His commands,
refraining from His prohibitions and facing destiny with patience. All other
promises made with people must also be kept unless one has a valid
excuse especially, the ones a parent makes with children. Breaking
promises only teaches children bad character and encourages them to
believe being deceitful is an acceptable characteristic to possess. In a
Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari, number 2227, Allah, the Exalted, declares
that He will be against the one who makes a promise in His name and then
breaks it without a valid excuse. How can the one who has Allah, the
Exalted, against them on Judgment Day possibly succeed?



“...and Allah testifies that the hypocrites are liars. They have taken
their oaths [of accepting faith] as a cover, so they averted [people]
from the way of Allah. Indeed, it was evil that they were doing.”

This occurs as a genuine muslim may accept their advice and guidance
believing they, the hypocrites, are genuine muslims also.

In a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 2674, the Holy Prophet
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, advised that the one
who guides others to something good will receive the same reward as
those who act on their advice. And those who guide others to sins will be
held accountable as if they committed the sins.

It is important for muslims to be careful when advising and guiding
others. A muslim should only advise others in matters of good so that
they gain reward from it and avoid advising others to disobey Allah, the
Exalted. A person will not escape punishment on Judgment Day by
simply claiming they are only inviting others towards sins even if they did
not commit the sins themselves. Allah, the Exalted, will hold both the
guide and the follower accountable for their actions. Muslims should
therefore only advise others to do the things they would do themselves.
If they dislike an action being recorded in their book of deeds they
should not advise others to perform that action.

Because of this Islamic principle muslims should ensure they gain the
adequate knowledge before advising others as they can easily multiply
their own sins if they incorrectly advise others.



In addition, this principle is an extremely easy way for muslims to gain
reward for actions they cannot perform themselves due to a lack of
means, such as wealth. For example, a person who is not financially
able to donate charity can encourage others to do so and this will result
in them gaining the same reward as the one who gave chatrity.



“...and Allah testifies that the hypocrites are liars. They have taken
their oaths [of accepting faith] as a cover, so they averted [people]
from the way of Allah. Indeed, it was evil that they were doing.”

This occurs as a genuine muslim may accept their advice and guidance
believing they, the hypocrites, are genuine muslims also.

These verses therefore warn muslims to choose their companions
wisely.

In a Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari, number 5534, the Holy Prophet
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, described the difference
between a good and bad companion. The good companion is like a
person who sells perfume. Their companion will either obtain some
perfume or at least be affected by the pleasant smell. Whereas, a bad
companion is like a blacksmith, if their companion does not burn their
clothes they will certainly be affected by the smoke.

Muslims must understand that the people they accompany will have an
effect on them whether this affect is positive or negative, obvious or
subtle. It is not possible to accompany someone and not be affected by
it. A Hadith found in Sunan Abu Dawud, number 4833, confirms that a
person is on their companion’s religion. Meaning, a person adopts the
characteristics of their companion. It is therefore important for muslims to
always accompany the righteous as they will undoubtedly affect them in
a positive way meaning, they will inspire them to obey Allah, the Exalted,
by fulfilling His commands, refraining from His prohibitions and by facing



destiny with patience. Whereas, bad companions will either inspire one
to disobey Allah, the Exalted, or they will encourage a muslim to
concentrate on the material world over preparing for the hereafter. This
attitude will become a great regret for them on Judgment Day even if the
things they strive for are lawful but beyond their needs.

Finally, as a person will end up with those they love in the hereafter
according to the Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari, number 3688, a muslim
must practically show they love for the righteous by accompanying them
in this world. But if they accompany bad or heedless people then it
proves and indicates they love for them and their ultimate destination in
the hereafter. Chapter 43 Az Zukhruf, verse 67:

“Close friends, that Day, will be enemies to each other, except for the
righteous.”



“...and Allah testifies that the hypocrites are liars...That is because
they believed, and then they disbelieved...”

This can occur when there is a discrepancy between one’s inward and
outward state. True belief involves sincerity and creating harmony
between one’s inward and outward state.

In a Hadith found in Sahih Muslim number 196, the Holy Prophet
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, advised that Islam is
sincerity towards Allah, the Exalted, His book, meaning, the Holy Quran,
to the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him.

Sincerity towards Allah, the Exalted, includes fulfilling all the duties given
by Him in the form of commands and prohibitions, solely for His
pleasure. As confirmed in a Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari, number 1, all
will be judged by their intention. So if one is not sincere towards Allah,
the Exalted, when performing good deeds they will gain no reward in this
world or in the next. In fact, according to a Hadith found in Jami At
Tirmidhi, number 3154, those who performed insincere deeds will be told
on Judgement Day to seek their reward from those who they acted for,
which will not be possible. Chapter 98 Al Bayyinah, verse 5.

"And they were not commanded except to worship Allah, [being] sincere
to Him in religion....."



If one is lax in fulfilling their duties towards Allah, the Exalted, it proves a
lack of sincerity. Therefore, they should sincerely repent and struggle to
fulfil them all. It is important to bear in mind Allah, the Exalted, never
burdens one with duties they cannot perform or handle. Chapter 2 Al
Bagarah, verse 286.

"Allah does not charge a soul except [with that within] its capacity...."

Being sincere towards Allah, the Exalted, means that one should always
choose His pleasure over the pleasure of themself and others. A Muslim
should always give priority to those actions which are for the sake of
Allah, the Exalted, over all else. One should love others and dislike their
sins for the sake of Allah, the Exalted, and not for the sake of their own
desires. When they help others or refuse to take part in sins it should be
for the sake of Allah, the Exalted. The one who adopts this mentality has
perfected their faith. This is confirmed in a Hadith found in Sunan Abu
Dawud, number 4681.

Sincerity towards the Holy Quran includes having deep respect and love
for the words of Allah, the Exalted. This sincerity is proven when one
fulfils the three aspects of the Holy Quran. The first is to recite it correctly
and regularly. The second is to understand its teachings through a
reliable source and teacher. The final aspect is to act on the teachings of
the Holy Quran with the aim of pleasing Allah, the Exalted. The sincere
muslim gives priority to acting on its teachings over acting on their
desires which contradict the Holy Quran. Modelling one’s character on
the Holy Quran is the sign of true sincerity towards the book of Allah, the
Exalted. This is the tradition of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and



blessings be upon him, which is confirmed in a Hadith found in Sunan
Abu Dawud, number 1342.

The next thing mentioned in the main Hadith under discussion is
sincerity towards the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be
upon him. This includes striving to acquire knowledge in order to act on
his traditions. These traditions include the ones related to Allah, the
Exalted, in the form of worship, and his blessed noble character towards
the creation. Chapter 68 Al Qalam, verse 4:

"And indeed, you are of a great moral character."

It includes to accept his commands and prohibitions at all times. This
has been made a duty by Allah, the Exalted. Chapter 59 Al Hashr, verse
7.

"...And whatever the Messenger has given you - take; and what he has
forbidden you - refrain from..."

Sincerity includes to give priority to his traditions over the actions of
anyone else as all paths to Allah, the Exalted, are closed except the path
of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him.
Chapter 3 Alee Imran, verse 31.:



"Say, [O Muhammad], "If you should love Allah, then follow me, [s0O]
Allah will love you and forgive you your sins..."

One must love all those who supported him during his life and after his
passing, whether they are from his Family or his Companions, may Allah
be pleased with them all. Supporting those who walk on his path and
teach his traditions is a duty on those who desire to be sincere to him.
Sincerity also includes loving those who love him and disliking those
who criticise him irrespective, of one’s relationship with these people.
This is all summarised in a single Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari, number
16. It advises that a person cannot have true faith until they love Allah,
the Exalted, and the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be
upon him, more than the entire creation. This love must be shown
through actions not just words.



“...and Allah testifies that the hypocrites are liars...That is because
they believed, and then they disbelieved...”

This can occur when there is a discrepancy between one’s inward and
outward state.

Generally speaking, disbelief can be a literal rejecting of Islam or
through actions, which involves disobeying Allah, the Exalted, even
though one believes in Him. This can be clearly understood by an
example. If an unaware person is warned by another of an approaching
lion and the unaware person takes practical steps to obtain safety they
will be considered someone who believed in the warning given to them
as they adapted their behaviour based on the warning. Whereas, if the
unaware person does not practically change their behaviour after being
warned, people will suspect that they do not believe in the warning given
to them even if the unaware person verbally claims belief in the warning
given to them.

Some people claim that their belief and obedience to their God is in their
hearts and they therefore do not need to demonstrate it practically.
Unfortunately, this foolish mentality has infected many Muslims who
believe they possess a pure faithful heart even though they fail to fulfil
the obligatory duties of Islam. The Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and
blessings be upon him, has clearly declared in a Hadith found in Sunan
Ibn Majah, number 3984, that when one's heart is pure the body
becomes pure which means their actions become correct. But if one's
heart is corrupt the body becomes corrupt which means their actions will
be corrupt and incorrect. Therefore, the one who does not obey Allah,



the Exalted, by fulfilling their duties practically can never have a pure
heart.

In addition, demonstrating one's faith in Allah, the Exalted, practically is
their proof and evidence which is required on Judgment Day in order to
be granted Paradise. Not having this practical evidence is as silly as a
student who hands back a blank exam paper to their teacher claiming
their knowledge is in their mind so they therefore do not need to write it
down by answering the exam questions. The same way this student
would undoubtedly fail so will a person who reaches Judgment Day
without the obedience of Allah, the Exalted, in the form of fulfilling His
commands, refraining from His prohibitions and by facing destiny with
patience, even if they possess faith in their heart.



“...and Allah testifies that the hypocrites are liars...That is because
they believed, and then they disbelieved; so their hearts were sealed
over, and they do not understand.”

This can occur when there is a discrepancy between one’s inward and
outward state.

Allah, the Exalted, guides those who sincerely try to obey Him. But those
who persistently disobey Him are left to wander blindly in misguidance.
Therefore, it is vital for Muslims to sincerely obey Allah, the Exalted, as
persistent disobedience leads to corruption of the spiritual heart and one’s
actions.

This is similar to a person who is warned by a judge not to behave in an
unlawful way but after the person persists on this behaviour the judge gives
the order for them to be locked up in prison. Therefore, Allah, the Exalted,
has not wronged them they have only wronged themselves.

But it is important to note that as being abandoned in misguidance is a
spiritual thing and therefore hidden to mankind, it is important for Muslims
not to assume certain people have reached this point. Instead they should
think positively about all people and therefore sincerely practically aid them
in reforming their belief and behaviour.



Allah, the Exalted, has created human beings with the best possible
capabilities. He gave them knowledge and power to differentiate between
good and evil and even placed in them an innate inclination to like what is
good and to dislike and avoid what is evil. This has been indicated in a
Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 2389. Allah, the Exalted, has also
granted mankind free will to choose between good and evil. This choice
plays a role in enhancing or diminishing a person’s natural faculties of
reason. Chapter 91 Ash Shams, verses 9-10:

“He has succeeded who purifies it [the spiritual heart — the greatest faculty
of reason]. And he has failed who instills it [with corruption].”

When a person chooses a path of goodness their natural potential
develops and Allah, the Exalted, grants them further support in their efforts.
Chapter 29 Al Ankabut, verse 69:

“And those who strive for Us - We will surely guide them to Our ways...”

But if one follows their evil desires and chooses the evil path gradually their
spiritual hearts will become engrossed with darkness and no good will
remain therein. This has been indicated in a Hadith found in Jami At
Tirmidhi, number 3334. If a person fails to repent then the main verse
under discussion comes into effect. This person becomes so engrossed in



evil that they find joy in their evil mentality and actions. They absolutely
hate anything good.

In a Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari, number 52, the Holy Prophet
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, advised that if one’s
spiritual heart is sound the whole body will become sound but if their
spiritual heart is corrupt then the whole body will become corrupt.

First of all, this Hadith refutes the foolish belief where one claims to have a
purified heart even though their speech and actions are bad. This is
because what is inside will eventually manifest outwardly.

The purification of the spiritual heart is only possible when one eliminates
evil characteristics from themself and replaces them with good
characteristics discussed in Islamic teachings. This is only possible when
one learns and acts on Islamic teachings so that they can sincerely fulfill
the commands of Allah, the Exalted, refrain from His prohibitions and face
destiny with patience according to the traditions of the Holy Prophet
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him. Behaving in this manner
will lead to a purified spiritual heart. This purification will then reflect in the
outward limbs of the body, such as one's tongue and eyes. Meaning, they
will only use their organs in ways pleasing to Allah, the Exalted. This is in
fact a sign showing the love Allah, the Exalted, has for His righteous
servant according to a Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari, number 6502.



It is important to note, that this purification will guide one through all worldly
difficulties successfully so that they achieve both worldly and religious
success.



Chapter 63 — Al Munafiqun, Verse 4
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“And when you see them [hypocrites], their forms please you, and if they
speak, you listen to their speech. [They are] as if they were pieces of wood
propped up - they think that every shout is against them. They are the
enemy, so beware of them. May Allah destroy them; how are they
deluded?”



“And when you see them [hypocrites], their forms please you, and if
they speak, you listen to their speech...They are the enemy, so
beware of them. May Allah destroy them; how are they deluded?”

They would outwardly perform the duties of a muslim, such as the prayer,
but their actions were void of substance as they lacked the correct inward
state and intention. This indicates that one should correct their inward state
as much as their outward actions otherwise they will lose out in both
worlds.

In a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 3154, the Holy Prophet
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, warned that those who
perform deeds for the sake of people, such as showing off, instead of doing
them for the pleasure of Allah, the Exalted, will be told to gain their reward
on Judgment Day from the people they acted for which in reality is not
possible to do.

It is important to understand that the foundation of all deeds and even Islam
itself is one’s intention. It is the very thing which Allah, the Exalted, judges
people on according to a Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari, number 1. A
muslim should ensure they perform all religious and useful worldly actions
for the sake of Allah, the Exalted, so that they gain reward from Him in both
worlds. A sign of this correct mentality is that this person neither expects
nor desires people to appreciate or show gratitude to them for the deeds
they perform. If one desires this then it indicates their incorrect intention.



In addition, acting with the correct intention prevents sadness and
bitterness as the one who acts for the sake of people will eventually
encounter ungrateful people who will make them annoyed and bitter as
they feel they wasted their effort and time. Unfortunately, this is seen in
parents and relatives as they often fulfill their duties towards their children
and relatives for their sake instead of for the pleasure of Allah, the Exalted.
But the one who acts for the sake of Allah, the exalted, will fulfill all their
duties towards others such as their children and never become bitter or
enraged when they fail to show gratitude towards them. This attitude leads
to peace of mind and general happiness as they know Allah, the Exalted, is
fully aware of their righteous deed and will reward them for it. This is the
way all muslims must act otherwise they may well be left empty handed on
the Day of Judgment.



“And when you see them [hypocrites], their forms please you, and if
they speak, you listen to their speech...They are the enemy, so
beware of them. May Allah destroy them; how are they deluded?”

They would outwardly perform the duties of a muslim, such as the prayer,
but their actions were void of substance as they lacked the correct inward
state and intention. This indicates that one should correct their inward state
as much as their outward actions otherwise they will lose out in both
worlds.

In a Hadith found in Sunan Ibn Majah, number 3989, the Holy Prophet
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, warned that even slightly
showing off is polytheism.

This is a minor type of polytheism which does not cause one to lose their
faith. Instead it leads to the loss of reward as this muslim acted for the sake
of pleasing people when they should have acted to please Allah, the
Exalted. In fact, these people will be told on Judgment Day to seek their
reward from those they acted for, which will not be possible. This has been
warned in a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 3154.

If the Devil cannot prevent one from performing righteous deeds he will
attempt to corrupt their intention thereby destroying their reward. If he
cannot corrupt their intention in an obvious way he tries to corrupt it through



subtle ways. This includes when people subtly show off their righteous
deeds to others. Sometimes it is so subtle that the person themself are not
fully aware of what they are doing. As gaining and acting on knowledge is a
duty on all, according to a Hadith found in Sunan Ibn Majah, number 224,
claiming ignorance will not be accepted by Allah, the Exalted, on Judgment
Day.

Subtly showing off often occurs through social media and one's speech.
For example, a muslim might inform others they are fasting even though no
one directly asked them if they were fasting. Another example is when one
publically recites the Holy Quran from memory in front of others thereby
showing others they have memorized the Holy Quran. Even criticizing
oneself publically can be considered showing off one's humility to others.

To conclude, showing off subtly destroys a muslim’s reward and must be
avoided in order to safeguard their righteous deeds. This is only possible
by learning and acting on Islamic knowledge, such as how to safeguard
one's speech.



“And when you see them [hypocrites], their forms please you, and if
they speak, you listen to their speech...They are the enemy, so
beware of them. May Allah destroy them; how are they deluded?”

They would outwardly perform the duties of a muslim, such as the prayer,
but their actions were void of substance as they lacked the correct inward
state and intention. This indicates that one should correct their inward state
as much as their outward actions otherwise they will lose out in both
worlds.

In a Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari, number 528, the Holy Prophet
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, advised that the five
obligatory prayers erase one's sins just like taking a bath five times a day
would clean the body of dirt.

The first thing to note is that this Hadith refers to minor sins only as major
sins require sincere repentance.

In addition, it is important for muslims to not only purify their outer beings of
minor sins by establishing the five obligatory prayers but also fulfill the
other aspect of purification namely, inner purification. This is indicated by
the fact that the five obligatory prayers were spread across the day instead
of being put together. Meaning, a muslim should repeatedly inwardly turn to
Allah, the Exalted, throughout the day just like their body turns to Allah, the



Exalted, five times a day through the obligatory prayers. This inner
purification involves correcting one's intention so that they are only perform
actions in order to please Allah, the Exalted. This is the foundation of Islam
and is what Allah, the Exalted, assesses when judging an action. This has
been confirmed in a Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari, number 1. Those who
act for the sake of other people will be told to gain their reward from them
on Judgment Day which will not be possible. This has been warned in a
Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 3154.

Finally, this inner purification includes learning and acting on the teachings
of Islam so that one removes the bad characteristics they possess, such as
envy and instead adopt good characteristics, such as patience. The outer
purification is important but if a muslim desires to achieve success and
overcome all difficulties in both worlds they must purify their inner being as
well as their outer being.



“And when you see them [hypocrites], their forms please you, and if
they speak, you listen to their speech...They are the enemy, so
beware of them. May Allah destroy them; how are they deluded?”

They would outwardly perform the duties of a muslim, such as the prayer,
but their actions were void of substance as they lacked the correct inward
state and intention. This indicates that one should correct their inward state
as much as their outward actions otherwise they will lose out in both
worlds.

An aspect of hypocrisy is when one verbally shows support for others and
their good projects such as, building a mosque but when the time comes to
take part in the project such as, donating wealth they seem to disappear.
Similarly, when people are facing good times they verbally support them
reminding others of their loyalty to them. But the moment the people face
difficulties these hypocrites offer no emotional or physical support. Instead
they criticize them. This was the attitude of the hypocrites in the time of the
Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him. Chapter 4 An
Nisa, verse 62:

“So how [will it be] when disaster strikes them because of what their hands
have put forth and then they come to you swearing by Allah, "We intended
nothing but good conduct and accommodation."”



“And when you see them [hypocrites], their forms please you, and if
they speak, you listen to their speech...They are the enemy, so
beware of them. May Allah destroy them; how are they deluded?”

They would outwardly perform the duties of a muslim, such as the prayer,
but their actions were void of substance as they lacked the correct inward
state and intention. This indicates that one should correct their inward state
as much as their outward actions otherwise they will lose out in both
worlds.

In a Hadith found in Sunan Ibn Majah, number 4119, the Holy Prophet
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, advised that the best
people are those who remind others of Allah, the Exalted, when they are
observed.

This does not refer to those who adopt an Islamic outward appearance,
such as growing a beard or wearing a scarf, as many of these people do
not remind others of Allah, the Exalted, at all. This Hadith refers to those
who learn and act on Islamic knowledge so that they sincerely obey Allah,
the Exalted, by fulfilling His commands, refraining from His prohibitions and
by facing destiny with patience according to traditions of the Holy Prophet
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him. This leads to the
purification of one's heart which leads to the purification of their outward
limbs. This has been advised in a Hadith found in Sunan lbn Majah,
number 3984. This will cause others to remember Allah, the Exalted, when
they observe these righteous muslims. And this remembrance will only
increase when these righteous muslims speak as they only speak in ways



pleasing to Allah, the Exalted, meaning, they avoid evil and vain speech
and only speak on beneficial matters in respect to the world and the
hereafter. This remembrance further increases when one observes their
actions as they practically implement the teachings of Islam thereby, acting
only in ways pleasing to Allah, the Exalted. For example, they love, dislike,
give and withhold only for the sake of Allah, the Exalted. This leads to
perfecting one’s faith according to a Hadith found in Sunan Abu Dawud,
number 4681.



“...and if they [hypocrites] speak, you listen to their speech...They are
the enemy, so beware of them. May Allah destroy them; how are they
deluded?”

In worldly matters they were very clever but in matters of faith they were
ignorant.

It is important for muslims to understand that their worldly knowledge
irrespective of how much they possess is not enough to gain success in
their religious life. Even though, gaining useful worldly knowledge is
praiseworthy according to the teachings of Islam as it is an excellent means
for one to obtain lawful provision for themself and their dependents yet, it is
not enough to safely guide them through their religious life. For example, in
most cases, worldly knowledge will not teach someone how to safely
journey through a difficulty or a test in a way which pleases Allah, the
Exalted, so that they gain reward in both worlds. The obligatory duties and
traditions of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon
him, cannot be acted on by a muslim who only possesses worldly
knowledge. In fact, religious knowledge has the power to guide one to
success in both worlds whereas worldly knowledge will only aid someone in
this world. The one who possesses religious knowledge will adhere to the
obedience of Allah, the Exalted, which will result in such blessings and
grace that they will find success in both worlds. Whereas, worldly
knowledge will inspire one to deduce their own path in religion instead of
acting according to the teachings of the rightly guided namely, the
righteous predecessors. Religion is not to about creating one’s own path it
is simply to adhere to Islamic teachings.



Unfortunately, many muslims who possess worldly knowledge do not
realise this important point which only reduces their chances of achieving
success in both worlds. Therefore, muslims should strive to obtain and act
on both religious and useful worldly knowledge if they desire success in
both worlds. This is why gaining useful knowledge is a duty on all muslims
according to a Hadith found in Sunan Ibn Majah, number 224.



“...[the hypocrites are] as if they were pieces of wood propped
up...They are the enemy, so beware of them. May Allah destroy
them; how are they deluded?”

Some pieces of wood can be used in order to support a wall whereas,
other pieces of wood might appear to being supporting a wall even
though the wall is actually supporting them to remain upright. The latter
description fits the hypocrites who made it appear to the world that they
were supporting Islam while in reality, they were using Islam to support
themselves by benefiting from being a muslim for worldly gain, such as
gaining a share from the spoils of war.

This attitude is void of sincerity.

In a Hadith found in Sahih Muslim number 196, the Holy Prophet
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, advised that Islam is
sincerity towards Allah, the Exalted, His book, meaning, the Holy Quran,
to the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him.

Sincerity towards Allah, the Exalted, includes fulfilling all the duties given
by Him in the form of commands and prohibitions, solely for His
pleasure. As confirmed in a Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari, number 1, all
will be judged by their intention. So if one is not sincere towards Allah,
the Exalted, when performing good deeds they will gain no reward in this
world or in the next. In fact, according to a Hadith found in Jami At
Tirmidhi, number 3154, those who performed insincere deeds will be told



on Judgement Day to seek their reward from those who they acted for,
which will not be possible. Chapter 98 Al Bayyinah, verse 5.

"And they were not commanded except to worship Allah, [being] sincere
to Him in religion....."

If one is lax in fulfilling their duties towards Allah, the Exalted, it proves a
lack of sincerity. Therefore, they should sincerely repent and struggle to
fulfil them all. It is important to bear in mind Allah, the Exalted, never
burdens one with duties they cannot perform or handle. Chapter 2 Al
Bagarah, verse 286.

"Allah does not charge a soul except [with that within] its capacity...."

Being sincere towards Allah, the Exalted, means that one should always
choose His pleasure over the pleasure of themself and others. A Muslim
should always give priority to those actions which are for the sake of
Allah, the Exalted, over all else. One should love others and dislike their
sins for the sake of Allah, the Exalted, and not for the sake of their own
desires. When they help others or refuse to take part in sins it should be
for the sake of Allah, the Exalted. The one who adopts this mentality has
perfected their faith. This is confirmed in a Hadith found in Sunan Abu
Dawud, number 4681.



Sincerity towards the Holy Quran includes having deep respect and love
for the words of Allah, the Exalted. This sincerity is proven when one
fulfils the three aspects of the Holy Quran. The first is to recite it correctly
and regularly. The second is to understand its teachings through a
reliable source and teacher. The final aspect is to act on the teachings of
the Holy Quran with the aim of pleasing Allah, the Exalted. The sincere
muslim gives priority to acting on its teachings over acting on their
desires which contradict the Holy Quran. Modelling one’s character on
the Holy Quran is the sign of true sincerity towards the book of Allah, the
Exalted. This is the tradition of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and
blessings be upon him, which is confirmed in a Hadith found in Sunan
Abu Dawud, number 1342.

The next thing mentioned in the main Hadith under discussion is
sincerity towards the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be
upon him. This includes striving to acquire knowledge in order to act on
his traditions. These traditions include the ones related to Allah, the
Exalted, in the form of worship, and his blessed noble character towards
the creation. Chapter 68 Al Qalam, verse 4:

"And indeed, you are of a great moral character.”

It includes to accept his commands and prohibitions at all times. This
has been made a duty by Allah, the Exalted. Chapter 59 Al Hashr, verse
7.



"...And whatever the Messenger has given you - take; and what he has
forbidden you - refrain from..."

Sincerity includes to give priority to his traditions over the actions of
anyone else as all paths to Allah, the Exalted, are closed except the path
of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him.
Chapter 3 Alee Imran, verse 31.:

"Say, [O Muhammad], "If you should love Allah, then follow me, [sO]
Allah will love you and forgive you your sins..."

One must love all those who supported him during his life and after his
passing, whether they are from his Family or his Companions, may Allah
be pleased with them all. Supporting those who walk on his path and
teach his traditions is a duty on those who desire to be sincere to him.
Sincerity also includes loving those who love him and disliking those
who criticise him irrespective, of one’s relationship with these people.
This is all summarised in a single Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari, number
16. It advises that a person cannot have true faith until they love Allah,
the Exalted, and the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be
upon him, more than the entire creation. This love must be shown
through actions not just words.



“...[the hypocrites are] as if they were pieces of wood propped
up...They are the enemy, so beware of them. May Allah destroy
them; how are they deluded?”

Some pieces of wood can be used in order to support a wall whereas,
other pieces of wood might appear to being supporting a wall even
though the wall is actually supporting them to remain upright. The latter
description fits the hypocrites who made it appear to the world that they
were supporting Islam while in reality, they were using Islam to support
themselves by benefiting from being a muslim for worldly gain, such as
gaining a share from the spoils of war.

This attitude is void of sincerity.

Disbelief can be a literal rejecting of Islam or through actions, which
involves disobeying Allah, the Exalted, even though one believes in Him.
This can be clearly understood by an example. If an unaware person is
warned by another of an approaching lion and the unaware person takes
practical steps to obtain safety they will be considered someone who
believed in the warning given to them as they adapted their behaviour
based on the warning. Whereas, if the unaware person does not
practically change their behaviour after being warned, people will
suspect that they do not believe in the warning given to them even if the
unaware person verbally claims belief in the warning given to them.

Some people claim that their belief and obedience to their God is in their
hearts and they therefore do not need to demonstrate it practically.



Unfortunately, this foolish mentality has infected many Muslims who
believe they possess a pure faithful heart even though they fail to fulfil
the obligatory duties of Islam. The Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and
blessings be upon him, has clearly declared in a Hadith found in Sunan
Ibn Majah, number 3984, that when one's heart is pure the body
becomes pure which means their actions become correct. But if one's
heart is corrupt the body becomes corrupt which means their actions will
be corrupt and incorrect. Therefore, the one who does not obey Allah,
the Exalted, by fulfilling their duties practically can never have a pure
heart.

In addition, demonstrating one's faith in Allah, the Exalted, practically is
their proof and evidence which is required on Judgment Day in order to
be granted Paradise. Not having this practical evidence is as silly as a
student who hands back a blank exam paper to their teacher claiming
their knowledge is in their mind so they therefore do not need to write it
down by answering the exam questions. The same way this student
would undoubtedly fail so will a person who reaches Judgment Day
without the obedience of Allah, the Exalted, in the form of fulfilling His
commands, refraining from His prohibitions and by facing destiny with
patience, even if they possess faith in their heart.



“...[the hypocrites are] as if they were pieces of wood propped
up...They are the enemy, so beware of them. May Allah destroy
them; how are they deluded?”

This can also mean they were like bodies with empty minds and hearts.
Ignorance can lead to this attitude.

A great distraction which prevents one from submitting to the obedience
of Allah, the Exalted, is ignorance. It can be argued that it is the origin of
every sin as the one who truly knows the consequences of sins would
never commit them. This refers to true beneficial knowledge which is
knowledge that is acted upon. In reality, all knowledge which is not acted
on is not beneficial knowledge. The example of the one who behaves in
this manner is described in the Holy Quran as a donkey which carries
books of knowledge which do not benefit it. Chapter 62 Al Jumu’ah,
verse 5:

“...and then did not take it on (did not act upon knowledge) is like that of
a donkey who carries volumes [of books]...”

A person who acts on their knowledge rarely slips up and commits sins
intentionally. In fact, when this occurs it is only caused by a moment of
ignorance where a person forgets to act on their knowledge which
results in them sinning.



The Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, once
highlighted the seriousness of ignorance in a Hadith found in Jami At
Tirmidhi, number 2322. He declared that everything in the material world
Is cursed except for the remembrance of Allah, the Exalted, whatever is
connected to this remembrance, the scholar and the student of
knowledge. This means that all the blessings in the material world will
become a curse for the one who is ignorant as they will misuse them
thereby committing sins.

In fact, ignorance can be considered a person's worse enemy as it
prevents them from protecting themself from harm and gaining benefit all
of which can only be achieved through acting on knowledge. The
ignorant commits sins without being aware of them. How can one avoid
a sin if they do not know what is considered a sin? Ignorance causes
one to neglect their obligatory duties. How can one fulfil their duties if
they are unaware of what their duties are?

It is therefore a duty on all muslims to gain enough knowledge to fulfil all
their obligatory duties and avoid sins. This is confirmed in a Hadith found
in Sunan Ibn Majah, number 224.



“...[the hypocrites are] as if they were pieces of wood propped
up...They are the enemy, so beware of them. May Allah destroy
them; how are they deluded?”

This can also mean they were like bodies with empty minds and heatrts.
Ignorance can lead to this attitude. This leads to weakness of faith.

A great obstacle to the obedience of Allah, the Exalted, is weakness of
faith. It is a blameworthy characteristic which gives rise to other negative
characteristics, such as failing to act on one's knowledge, fearing others,
placing the obedience of people above the obedience to Allah, the
Exalted, having hope in forgiveness without striving for it and other
undesired characteristics. The greatest affliction of weakness of faith is
that it allows one to commit sins, such as neglecting the obligatory
duties. The root cause of weakness of faith is ignorance of Islam.

One should strive to gain knowledge in order to strengthen their faith.
With time they will eventually reach certainty of faith which is so strong
that it safeguards a person through all tests and trials and ensures they
fulfil their duties both religious and worldly. This knowledge is obtained
when one studies the teachings of the Holy Quran and the Hadiths of the
Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him.
Specifically, those teachings which discuss the promises of reward for
those who are obedient and the punishment for those who are
disobedient to Allah, the Exalted. This creates fear of punishment and
hope of reward in a muslim’s heart which acts like a pull and push
mechanism towards the obedience of Allah, the Exalted.



One can strengthen their faith by reflecting on the creations within the
Heavens and the Earth. When done correctly this clearly indicates the
Oneness of Allah, the Exalted, and His infinite power. Chapter 41
Fussilat, verse 53:

“We will show them Our signs in the horizons and within themselves until
it becomes clear to them that it is the truth...”

For example, if a muslim ponders over the night and day and how
perfectly in sync they are and the other things linked to them they will
truly believe that this is not a random thing meaning, there is a force
which ensures everything runs like clockwork. This is the infinite power
of Allah, the Exalted. In addition, if one ponders over the perfect timing
of the night and day they will realise it clearly indicates that there is only
one God namely, Allah, the Exalted. If there were more than one God
each god would desire the night and day to occur according to their own
desires. This would lead to utter chaos as one God might desire the Sun
to rise whereas the other God might desire the night to continue. The
perfect uninterrupted system found within the universe proves there is
only one God namely, Allah, the Exalted. Chapter 21 Al Anbiya, verse
22:

“Had there been within them [i.e., the heavens and earth] gods besides
Allah, they both would have been ruined...”



Another thing which can strengthen one's faith is to persist in righteous
deeds and abstain from all sins. As faith is belief supported by actions it
weakens when sins are committed and strengthens when good deeds
are performed. For example, the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and
blessings be upon him, once warned in a Hadith found in Sunan An
Nasai, number 5662, that a muslim is not a believer when they drink
alcohol.



“...[the hypocrites are] as if they were pieces of wood propped
up...They are the enemy, so beware of them. May Allah destroy
them; how are they deluded?”

This can also mean they were like bodies with empty minds and hearts.

The corruption and hardness of the spiritual heart is an extremely
important matter which has been discussed in a Hadith found in Sahih
Bukhari, number 52. The Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and,
blessings be upon him, warned that when the spiritual heart becomes
corrupt then the whole body becomes corrupt. This corruption is then
reflected in one’s speech and actions. Similarly, the Holy Quran has
highlighted the importance of a soft and sound heart by advising that
one will not derive benefit from their possessions or relatives on
Judgment Day unless they possess a sound spiritual heart. Chapter 26
Ash Shu’ara, verses 88-89:

“The Day when there will not benefit [anyone] wealth or children. But
only one who comes to Allah with a sound heart.”

The one with a hard spiritual heart can be described as a person who
rejects the truth when it is presented to them believing they are superior
in knowledge. They lack submission and the fear of Allah, the Exalted,
which leads to abandoning good deeds, committing sins, excessive love
and striving for the material world while remaining heedless to preparing
for the eternal hereafter. The hard hearted are easily influenced by the



Devil into committing sins and rejecting good deeds. Chapter 22 Al Hajj,
verse 53:

“[That is] so He may make what Satan throws in [i.e., asserts] a trial for
those within whose hearts is disease and those hard of heart...”

Two specific blameworthy characteristics are adopted by the one who
possesses a hard spiritual heart. They intentionally misinterpret divine
scriptures in order to fulfil their own desires such as obtaining fame.
They criticise those who strive to adhere to the Holy Quran and the
traditions of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon
him, as they desire people to follow their thinking and love for the
material world. The second is that they cherry pick verses and Hadiths
which suit their desires. They label those who strive to adopt and act on
all verses and Hadiths as extremists thereby making their own attitude
seem pleasing to others. Chapter 5 Al Ma’idah, verse 13:

“So for their breaking of the covenant We cursed them and made their
hearts hardened. They distort words from their [proper] places [i.e.,
usages] and have forgotten a portion of that of which they were
reminded. And you will still observe deceit among them, except a few of
them...”

The Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, has
warned that those who talk excessively without mentioning Allah, the
Exalted, are prone to adopting a spiritual hard heart. The one who



possesses a hard spiritual heart is furthest from Allah, the Exalted. This
Is confirmed in a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 2411.

As mentioned earlier those who abandon the obedience of Allah, the
Exalted, which involves fulfilling His commands, refraining from His
prohibitions and facing destiny with patience, will be cursed with a hard
heart. Chapter 5 Al Ma’idah, verse 13:

“So for their breaking of the covenant We cursed them and made their
hearts hardened...”

In a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 2305, the Holy Prophet
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, warned that the one
who laughs excessively will become hard hearted. It is important to
understand this does not mean one cannot smile as this has been
classified as an act of charity by the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace
and blessings be upon him. This is confirmed in a Hadith found in Jami
At Tirmidhi, number 1970. Laughing excessively causes one to adopt a
mentality whereby they only discuss funny issues. This causes one to
avoid serious issues such as death and Judgment Day. If one avoids
these important issues how can they prepare for them? A lack of
preparation will lead to one's spiritual heart becoming hard.

Some say over eating can cause hardness of the spiritual heart. This is
because over eating causes one to become lazy. Laziness leads to a
reduction in good deeds which can cause the spiritual heart to become
hard.



As warned by the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be
upon him, in a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 3334, when a
person sins a black spot is etched on their spiritual heart. If the number
of sins increases then this blackness increases which leads to a hard
spiritual heart. Chapter 83 Al Mutaffifin, verse 14:

“No! Rather, the stain has covered their hearts of that which they were
earning.”

This is why it has been said persistently sinning can cause the spiritual
heart to die.

It is important for muslims to strive to soften their heart as it leads to its
purification. As advised by the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and
blessings be upon him, in a Hadith found in Sahih Muslim, number 4094,
when the spiritual heart is purified all the limbs of the body become
purified also. This purification will encourage one to perform righteous
deeds and abandon sins for the sake of Allah, the Exalted.



“...they [hypocrites] think that every shout is against them. They
are the enemy, so beware of them. May Allah destroy them; how are
they deluded?”

In a Hadith found in Sunan Abu Dawud, number 2511, the Holy Prophet
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, warned against
cowardice. This attitude prevents trust in Allah, the Exalted, and in what
He has promised, such as one's guaranteed provision. It can cause one
to seek their provision in doubtful and unlawful means which will destroy
a person in both worlds. Allah, the Exalted, does not accept any deed
which has a foundation in the unlawful. This has been warned in a
Hadith found in Sahih Muslim, number 2342.

In addition, being a coward prevents one from striving against the Deuvil
and one's inner Devil which requires genuine struggle. This will lead one
to fail in obeying Allah, the Exalted, which involves fulfilling His
commands, refraining from His prohibitions and facing destiny with
patience according to the traditions of the Holy Prophet Muhammad,
peace and blessings be upon him. And it will therefore prevent them
from fulfilling the rights of people. Both worldly and religious success
requires effort and time. A coward will be too afraid to undertake this
struggle and will instead be lazy which leads to failure in both worldly
and religious matters.



“...they [hypocrites] think that every shout is against them. They
are the enemy, so beware of them. May Allah destroy them; how are
they deluded?”

It is important for muslims to recognize why their worship Allah, the
Exalted, as this reason can be a cause for an increase in obedience to
Allah, the Exalted, or in some cases it can lead to disobedience. When
one worships Allah, the Exalted, in order to gain lawful worldly things
from Him they run the risk of becoming disobedient to Him. This type of
person has been mentioned in the Holy Quran. Chapter 22 Al Hajj, verse
11:

“And of the people is he who worships Allah on an edge. If he is touched
by good, he is reassured by it; but if he is struck by trial, he turns on his
face [to unbelief]. He has lost [this] world and the Hereafter. That is what
is the manifest loss.”

As they obey Allah, the Exalted, in order to receive worldly blessings the
moment they fail to receive them or encounter a difficulty they often
become angered which turns them away from the obedience of Allah,
the Exalted. These people often obey and disobey Allah, the Exalted,
according to the situation they are facing which in reality contradicts true
servanthood to Allah, the Exalted.

Even though, desiring lawful worldly things from Allah, the Exalted, is
acceptable in Islam yet, if one persists with this attitude they may
become like those mentioned in this verse. It is far better to worship



Allah, the Exalted, in order to be saved in the hereafter and obtain
Paradise. This person is unlikely to alter their behaviour when
encountering difficulties. But the highest and best reason is to obey
Allah, the Exalted, simply because He is their Lord and the Lord of the
universe. This muslim, if sincere, will remain steadfast in all situations
and through this obedience they will be granted both worldly and
religious blessings which outstrip the worldly blessings the first type of
person would ever receive.

To conclude, it is important for muslims to reflect on their intention and if
necessary correct it so that it encourages them to remain firm on the
obedience of Allah, the Exalted, by fulfilling His commands, refraining
from His prohibitions and by facing destiny with patience, in all
situations.



“...They are the enemy, so beware of them. May Allah destroy
them; how are they deluded?”

This verse warns against bad companionship.

Muslims should note that a major sign of true love is when one directs
their beloved towards the obedience of Allah, the Exalted, which
involves fulfilling His commands, refraining from His prohibitions and
facing destiny with patience. This is because obedience leads to
success and safety in both this world and in the hereafter. A person who
does not desire safety and success for a person can never truly love
them irrespective of what they claim or how they treat the other person.
The same way a person becomes happy when their beloved obtains
worldly success, like a job, they will also desire their beloved to obtain
success in the hereafter. If a person does not care about another
obtaining safety and success especially, in the next world then they do
not love them.

A true lover could not bear knowing and seeing their beloved facing
difficulties and punishment in this world or in the next. This is only
avoidable through the sincere obedience of Allah, the Exalted.
Therefore, they would always direct their beloved towards the obedience
of Allah, the Exalted. If a person directs another towards their own
selfish interest or the interest of others instead of the obedience of Allah,
the Exalted, it is a clear sign that they do not truly love them. This
applies to all relationships such as friendships and relatives.



Therefore, a muslim should assess whether those in their life direct them
towards Allah, the Exalted, or not. If they do then it is a clear sign of their
love for them. If they do not then it is a clear sign that they do not truly
love them. Chapter 43 Az Zukhruf, verse 67:

“Close friends, that Day, will be enemies to each other, except for the
righteous.”



“...They are the enemy, so beware of them. May Allah destroy them;
how are they deluded?”

This verse reminds muslims the importance of remaining steadfast
whenever they are attacked by their enemies namely, the Deuvil, their inner
Devil and those who invite them towards the disobedience of Allah, the
Exalted. A muslim should not turn their back on the obedience of Allah, the
Exalted, whenever they are tempted by these enemies. They should
instead remain steadfast on the obedience to Allah, the Exalted, which
involves fulfilling His commands, refraining from His prohibitions and facing
destiny with patience. This is achieved by avoiding the places, things and
people who invite and tempt them towards sins and the disobedience of
Allah, the Exalted. Avoiding the traps of the Devil is only achieved through
gaining and acting on Islamic knowledge. The same way traps on a path
are only avoided by possessing knowledge of them similarly; Islamic
knowledge is required to avoid the traps of the Devil. For example, a
muslim might spend much time reciting the Holy Quran but because of their
ignorance they might destroy their righteous deeds without realising it
through sins such as, backbiting. A muslim is bound to face these attacks
so they should therefore prepare for them through the sincere obedience of
Allah, the Exalted, and in return gain an uncountable reward. Allah, the
Exalted, has guaranteed right guidance for those who struggle in this way
for His sake. Chapter 29 Al Ankabut, verse 69:

“And those who strive for Us - We will surely guide them to Our ways...”



Whereas facing these attacks with ignorance and disobedience will only
lead one to difficulties and disgrace in both worlds. The same way a solider
that possesses no weapons to defend themself would be defeated; an
ignorant muslim will have no weapon to defend themself when facing these
attacks which will result in their defeat. Whereas, the knowledgeable
muslim is provided with the most powerful weapon which cannot be
overcome or beaten namely, sincere obedience of Allah, the Exalted. This
iIs only achieved through sincerely gaining and acting on Islamic
knowledge.



Chapter 63 — Al Munafiqun, Verses 5-6

“‘And when it is said to them, "Come, the Messenger of Allah will ask
forgiveness for you," they turn their heads aside and you see them evading
while they are arrogant.

It is all the same for them whether you ask forgiveness for them or do not
ask forgiveness for them; never will Allah forgive them. Indeed, Allah does
not guide the defiantly disobedient people.”



“And when it is said to them, "Come, the Messenger of Allah will ask
forgiveness for you," they turn their heads aside and you see them
evading while they are arrogant.”

This verse indicates their arrogance on top of arrogance as they would
firstly turn away from sincerely repenting to Allah, the Exalted, themselves
and then deemed it beneath themselves to ask the Holy Prophet
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, to supplicate on their
behalf. Chapter 4 An Nisa, verse 64:

“...And if, when they wronged themselves, they had come to you, [Prophet
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him], and asked forgiveness of
Allah and the Messenger had asked forgiveness for them, they would have
found Allah Accepting of Repentance and Merciful.”

In a Hadith found in Sahih Muslim, number 265, the Holy Prophet
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, warned that a person who
possesses even an atom’s worth of pride in their heart will not enter
Paradise. He clarified that pride is when a person rejects the truth and
looks down on others.

No amount of good deeds will benefit someone who possesses pride. This
Is quite obvious when one observes the Devil and how his countless years
of worship did not benefit him when he became proud. In fact, the following



verse clearly connects pride with disbelief so a muslim must avoid this evil
characteristic at all costs. Chapter 2 Al Bagarah, verse 34:

“And [mention] when We said to the angels, "Prostrate before Adam"; so
they prostrated, except for Iblees. He refused and was arrogant and
became of the disbelievers.”

The proud is the one who rejects the truth when it is presented to them
simply because it did not come from them and as it challenges their desires
and mentality. The proud person also believes they are superior to others
even though they are unaware of their own ultimate end and the ultimate
end of others. This is plain ignorance. In reality, it is foolish to be proud of
anything seeing as Allah, the Exalted, created and granted everything a
person owns. Even the righteous deeds one performs are only due to the
inspiration, knowledge and strength granted by Allah, the Exalted.
Therefore, being proud of something which does not innately belong to
them is plain foolishness. This is just like a person who becomes proud
over a mansion they do not even own or live in.

This is the reason why pride belongs to Allah, the Exalted, as He alone is
the Creator and innate Owner of all things. The one who challenges Allah,
the Exalted, in pride will be thrown into Hell. This has been confirmed in a
Hadith found in Sunan Abu Dawud, number 4090.



A muslim should instead follow in the footsteps of the Holy Prophet
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, and adopt humility. The
humble truly recognise that all the good they possess and all the evil they
are protected from comes from no one except Allah, the Exalted.
Therefore, humility is more fitting for a person than pride. A person should
not be fooled into believing humility leads to disgrace as no one has been
more honoured than the humble servants of Allah, the Exalted. In fact, the
Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, has
guaranteed an increase in status for the one who adopts humility for the
sake of Allah, the Exalted, in a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number
2029.



“And when it is said to them, "Come, the Messenger of Allah will ask
forgiveness for you," they turn their heads aside and you see them
evading while they are arrogant. It is all the same for them whether
you ask forgiveness for them or do not ask forgiveness for them;
never will Allah forgive them. Indeed, Allah does not guide the
defiantly disobedient people.”

These verses indicate their arrogance on top of arrogance as they would
firstly turn away from sincerely repenting to Allah, the Exalted, themselves
and then deemed it beneath themselves to ask the Holy Prophet
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, to supplicate on their
behalf. Chapter 4 An Nisa, verse 64:

“...And if, when they wronged themselves, they had come to you, [Prophet
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him], and asked forgiveness of
Allah and the Messenger had asked forgiveness for them, they would have
found Allah Accepting of Repentance and Merciful.”

Because of their disbelief and arrogance Allah, the Exalted, would not
accept any supplication of forgiveness on their behalf until they themselves
sincerely repented. This is a clear warning to those muslims who rely on
the supplications of others, such as their spiritual guides and religious
teachers, even though they themselves persistently and arrogantly disobey
Allah, the Exalted. Expecting forgiveness from Allah, the Exalted, while
behaving in this manner is only wishful thinking.



In a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 2459, the Holy Prophet
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, described the difference
between true hope in the mercy of Allah, the Exalted, and wishful thinking.
True hope is when one controls their soul by avoiding the disobedience of
Allah, the Exalted, and actively struggles for preparing for the hereafter.
Whereas, the foolish wishful thinker follows their desires and then expects
Allah, the Exalted, to forgive them and fulfill their wishes.

It is important for muslims not to confuse these two attitudes so that they
avoid living and dying as a wishful thinker as this person is highly unlikely
to succeed in this world or the next. Wishful thinking is like a farmer who
fails to prepare the land for planting, fails to plant seeds, fails to water the
land and then expects to harvest a huge crop. This is plain foolishness and
this farmer is highly unlikely to succeed. Whereas, true hope is like a
farmer who prepares the land, plants seeds, waters the land and then
hopes Allah, the Exalted, will bless them with a huge harvest. The key
difference is that the one who possesses true hope will actively strive to
obey Allah, the Exalted, by fulfilling His commands, refraining from His
prohibitions and by facing destiny with patience according to the traditions
of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him. And
whenever they slip up they sincerely repent. Whereas, the wishful thinker
will not actively strive in obeying Allah, the Exalted, and instead follow their
desires and still expect Allah, the Exalted, to forgive them and fulfill their
wishes.

Muslims must therefore learn the key difference so that they can abandon
wishful thinking and instead adopt true hope in Allah, the Exalted, which



always leads to nothing except good and success in both worlds. This has
been indicated in a Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari, number 7405.

A specific type of wishful thinking which affected the past nations and even
the muslim nation is when a person believes that they can ignore the
commands and prohibitions of Allah, the Exalted, and somehow someone
on the Day of Judgement will intercede for them and save them from Hell.
Even though the intercession of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and
blessings be upon him, is a fact and has been discussed in many Hadiths,
such as the one found in Sunan Ibn Majah, number 4308, none the less
even with his intercession some muslims whose punishment will be
reduced by it will still enter Hell. Even a single moment in Hell is truly
unbearable. So one should abandon wishful thinking and instead adopt true
hope by practically striving in the obedience of Allah, the Exalted.

The Devil convinces those who do not believe in Judgement Day that even
if it occurs they will make peace with Allah, the Exalted, on that day by
claiming that they were not so bad as they avoided major crimes such as
murder. They have convinced themselves that their pleas will be accepted
and they will be sent to Paradise even though they disbelieved in Allah, the
Exalted, during their lives on Earth. This is incredibly foolish as Allah, the
Exalted, will not treat the person who believed in Him and tried to obey him
like the one who disbelieved in Him. A single verse has erased this type of
wishful thinking. Chapter 3 Alee Imran, verse 85:

‘And whoever desires other than Islam as religion - never will it be
accepted from him, and he, in the Hereafter, will be among the losers.”



“And when it is said to them, "Come, the Messenger of Allah will ask
forgiveness for you," they turn their heads aside and you see them
evading while they are arrogant. It is all the same for them whether
you ask forgiveness for them or do not ask forgiveness for them;
never will Allah forgive them. Indeed, Allah does not guide the
defiantly disobedient people.”

These verses indicate their arrogance on top of arrogance as they would
firstly turn away from sincerely repenting to Allah, the Exalted, themselves
and then deemed it beneath themselves to ask the Holy Prophet
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, to supplicate on their
behalf. Chapter 4 An Nisa, verse 64:

“...And if, when they wronged themselves, they had come to you, [Prophet
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him], and asked forgiveness of
Allah and the Messenger had asked forgiveness for them, they would have
found Allah Accepting of Repentance and Merciful.”

Because of their disbelief and arrogance Allah, the Exalted, would not
accept any supplication of forgiveness on their behalf until they themselves
sincerely repented.

Allah, the Exalted, guides those who sincerely try to obey Him. But those
who persistently disobey Him are left to wander blindly in misguidance.



Therefore, it is vital for Muslims to sincerely obey Allah, the Exalted, as
persistent disobedience leads to corruption of the spiritual heart and one’s
actions.

This is similar to a person who is warned by a judge not to behave in an
unlawful way but after the person persists on this behaviour the judge gives
the order for them to be locked up in prison. Therefore, Allah, the Exalted,
has not wronged them they have only wronged themselves.

But it is important to note that as being abandoned in misguidance is a
spiritual thing and therefore hidden to mankind, it is important for Muslims
not to assume certain people have reached this point. Instead they should
think positively about all people and therefore sincerely practically aid them
in reforming their belief and behaviour.

Allah, the Exalted, has created human beings with the best possible
capabilities. He gave them knowledge and power to differentiate between
good and evil and even placed in them an innate inclination to like what is
good and to dislike and avoid what is evil. This has been indicated in a
Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 2389. Allah, the Exalted, has also
granted mankind free will to choose between good and evil. This choice
plays a role in enhancing or diminishing a person’s natural faculties of
reason. Chapter 91 Ash Shams, verses 9-10:



“He has succeeded who purifies it [the spiritual heart — the greatest faculty
of reason]. And he has failed who instills it /with corruption].”

When a person chooses a path of goodness their natural potential
develops and Allah, the Exalted, grants them further support in their efforts.
Chapter 29 Al Ankabut, verse 69:

“And those who strive for Us - We will surely guide them to Our ways...”

But if one follows their evil desires and chooses the evil path gradually their
spiritual hearts will become engrossed with darkness and no good will
remain therein. This has been indicated in a Hadith found in Jami At
Tirmidhi, number 3334. If a person fails to repent then the main verse
under discussion comes into effect. This person becomes so engrossed in
evil that they find joy in their evil mentality and actions. They absolutely
hate anything good.

In a Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari, number 52, the Holy Prophet
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, advised that if one’s
spiritual heart is sound the whole body will become sound but if their
spiritual heart is corrupt then the whole body will become corrupt.



First of all, this Hadith refutes the foolish belief where one claims to have a
purified heart even though their speech and actions are bad. This is
because what is inside will eventually manifest outwardly.

The purification of the spiritual heart is only possible when one eliminates
evil characteristics from themself and replaces them with good
characteristics discussed in Islamic teachings. This is only possible when
one learns and acts on Islamic teachings so that they can sincerely fulfill
the commands of Allah, the Exalted, refrain from His prohibitions and face
destiny with patience according to the traditions of the Holy Prophet
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him. Behaving in this manner
will lead to a purified spiritual heart. This purification will then reflect in the
outward limbs of the body, such as one's tongue and eyes. Meaning, they
will only use their organs in ways pleasing to Allah, the Exalted. This is in
fact a sign showing the love Allah, the Exalted, has for His righteous
servant according to a Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari, number 6502.

It is important to note, that this purification will guide one through all worldly
difficulties successfully so that they achieve both worldly and religious
success.



“And when it is said to them, "Come, the Messenger of Allah will ask
forgiveness for you," they turn their heads aside and you see them
evading while they are arrogant. It is all the same for them whether
you ask forgiveness for them or do not ask forgiveness for them;
never will Allah forgive them. Indeed, Allah does not guide the
defiantly disobedient people.”

These verses indicate their arrogance on top of arrogance as they would
firstly turn away from sincerely repenting to Allah, the Exalted, themselves
and then deemed it beneath themselves to ask the Holy Prophet
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, to supplicate on their
behalf. Chapter 4 An Nisa, verse 64:

“...And if, when they wronged themselves, they had come to you, [Prophet
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him], and asked forgiveness of
Allah and the Messenger had asked forgiveness for them, they would have
found Allah Accepting of Repentance and Merciful.”

Because of their disbelief and arrogance Allah, the Exalted, would not
accept any supplication of forgiveness on their behalf until they themselves
sincerely repented. Even though Allah, the Exalted, declared this it did not
stop the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, from
asking for their forgiveness as the main verses do not prohibit him from
doing so.



For example, in the ninth year after the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace
and blessings be upon him, migrated to Medina the leader of the
hypocrites, Abdullah Bin Ubayy, died. The Holy Prophet Muhammad,
peace and blessings be upon him, regularly visited him during his final
illness in the hope he would sincerely repent and become a true Muslim.
He however did not repent and died a hypocrite. His son Abdullah Bin
Abdullah Bin Ubayy, may Allah be pleased with him, requested the shirt of
the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, so he
could wrap his father’'s body with it. In addition, he requested him to lead
the funeral prayer for his father. The Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and
blessings be upon him, gave his shirt and rose to lead the funeral prayer.
Umar Bin Khattab, may Allah be pleased with him, took hold of his gown
and urged him not to lead the funeral prayer of the man who stopped at
nothing in trying to destroy Islam and the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace
and blessings be upon him. Umar, may Allah be pleased with him, even
reminded the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him,
of the verse which clearly states that even if he sought forgiveness for the
hypocrites seventy times Allah, the Exalted, would not forgive them.
Chapter 9 At Tawbah, verse 80:

“Ask forgiveness for them, or do not ask forgiveness for them. If you should
ask forgiveness for them seventy times - never will Allah forgive them. That
is because they disbelieved in Allah and His Messenger, and Allah does
not guide the defiantly disobedient people.”

The Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, replied
that he would seek forgiveness for him more than seventy times. He then
led his funeral prayer. Allah, the Exalted, then forbade him from doing this
in the future. Chapter 9 At Tawbah, verse 84



“And do not pray [the funeral prayer], over any of them who has died - ever
- or stand at his grave. Indeed, they disbelieved in Allah and His
Messenger and died while they were defiantly disobedient.”

This has been discussed in Imam Ibn Kathir's, the Life of the Prophet,
Volume 4, Pages 46-47.

In a Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari, number 7376, the Holy Prophet
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, warned that Allah, the
Exalted, will not show mercy to the one who does not show mercy to
others.

Islam is a very simple religion. One of its fundamental teachings is so
simple that even uneducated people can understand and act on them
namely, how people treat others is how they will be treated by Allah, the
Exalted. For example, those who learn to overlook and forgive the mistakes
of others will be forgiven by Allah, the Exalted. Chapter 24 An Nur, verse
22:

“...and let them pardon and overlook. Would you not like that Allah should
forgive you?...”



Those who support others in beneficial worldly and religious matters such
as emotional or financial aid will be supported by Allah, the Exalted, in both
worlds. This has been advised in a Hadith found in Sunan Abu Dawud,
number 4893. This same Hadith advises that the one who conceals the
faults of others will have their faults concealed by Allah, the Exalted.

Simply put, if one treats others with kindness and respect according to the
teachings of Islam they will be treated similarly by Allah, the Exalted. And
those who mistreat others will be treated similarly by Allah, the Exalted,
even if they fulfill the obligatory duties which are connected to Him such as
the obligatory prayers. This is because a Muslim must fulfill both duties in
order to achieve success namely, the duties towards Allah, the Exalted,
and people.

Finally, it is important to note a Muslim will only be treated kindly by Allah,
the Exalted, if they treat others kindly for His sake. If they do it for any other
reason than they will undoubtedly forfeit the reward mentioned in these
teachings. The foundation of all acts and Islam itself is one's intention. This
has been confirmed in a Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari, number 1.



“And when it is said to them, "Come, the Messenger of Allah will ask
forgiveness for you," they turn their heads aside and you see them
evading while they are arrogant. It is all the same for them whether
you ask forgiveness for them or do not ask forgiveness for them;
never will Allah forgive them. Indeed, Allah does not guide the
defiantly disobedient people.”

In the third year after the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings
be upon him, migrated to Medina the non-Muslim leaders of Mecca decided
to take revenge for the loss at the Battle of Badr which occurred in the
previous year. This led to the Battle of Uhud. Many Companions, may Allah
be pleased with them, were martyred and outwardly it appeared that they
had been defeated. The leader of the hypocrites, Abdullah Bin Ubayy,
retreated from Uhud with his followers before the battle had begun. Before
the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, would
give his Friday sermon Abdullah Bin Ubayy would rise and declare that the
Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, was amongst
them and that Allah, the Exalted, gave them all honor and glory through
him. He would then command the people of Medina to support, listen and
obey the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him.
After the Battle of Uhud and before the Friday sermon he rose to give his
usual insincere speech but this time he was manhandled by the
Companions, may Allah be pleased with them, who told him to sit down
and be quiet as he was no longer worthy of addressing the people in the
Mosque of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon
him. Abdullah Bin Ubayy then left the Mosque angrily and met some
Companions, may Allah be pleased with them, at its gate. When he
informed them of what occurred they advised him to seek forgiveness from
Allah, the Exalted, and ask the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and
blessings be upon him, to seek forgiveness on his behalf also. He
arrogantly turned away from their sincere advice. Then the main verses
under discussion were revealed. This has been discussed in Imam lbn



Kathir’'s, the Life of the Prophet, Volume 3, Pages 71-72, and in Tafsir Ibn
Kathir, Volume 9, Pages 653-654.



“...Indeed, Allah does not guide the defiantly disobedient people.”

In a Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari, number 2447, the Holy Prophet
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, warned that oppression will
become a darkness on the Day of Judgment.

This is vital to avoid as those who find themselves plunged in darkness are
unlikely to find their way to Paradise. Only those who will be provided a
guiding light will be able to do this successfully.

Oppression can take many forms. The first type is when one fails to fulfill
the commands of Allah, the Exalted, and refrain from His prohibitions. Even
though this has no effect on the infinite status of Allah, the Exalted, it will
cause the person to become submerged into darkness in both worlds.
According to a Hadith found in Sunan Ibn Majah, number 4244, whenever a
person commits a sin a black spot is etched on their spiritual heart. The
more they sin the more their heart will become encompassed by darkness.
This will prevent them from accepting and following true guidance in this
world which will ultimately lead to darkness in the next world. Chapter 83 Al
Mutaffifin, verse 14:

“No! Rather, the stain has covered their hearts of that which they were
earning.”



The next type of oppression is when one oppresses themself by not
fulfilling the trust they have been granted by Allah, the Exalted, in the form
of their body and other worldly blessings they possess. The greatest of
which is one's faith. This must be protected and strengthened through
gaining and acting on Islamic knowledge.

The final type of oppression is when one mistreats others. Allah, the
Exalted, will not forgive these sins until the oppressor’s victim forgives them
first. As people are not so merciful this is unlikely to happen. Then justice
will be established on Judgment Day where the oppressor’s righteous
deeds will be given to their victim and if necessary the victim'’s sins will be
given to the oppressor. This may lead to the oppressor being hurled into
Hell. This has been warned in a Hadith found in Sahih Muslim, number
6579. One should therefore treat others how they wish to be treated by
people. A muslim should avoid all forms of oppression if they desire a
guiding light in this world and in the next.



Chapter 63 — Al Munafiqun, Verses 7-8
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“They [the hypocrites] are the ones who say, "Do not spend on those who
are with the Messenger of Allah until they disband." And to Allah belong the
depositories of the heavens and the earth, but the hypocrites do not
understand.

They say, "If we return to al-Medina, the more honored [for power] will
surely expel therefrom the more humble." And to Allah belongs [all] honor,
and to His Messenger, and to the believers, but the hypocrites do not
know.”



“They [the hypocrites] are the ones who say...”

In a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 2501, the Holy Prophet
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, declared that whoever is
silent is saved.

This means the one who is silent from vain or evil speech and only speaks
good words will be saved by Allah, the Exalted, in both worlds. This is
important to understand as the main reason people will enter Hell is
because of their speech. This has been warned in a Hadith found in Jami
At Tirmidhi, number 2616. In fact, it only takes a single evil word to cause a
person to plunge into Hell on Judgement Day which has been confirmed in
a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 2314.

Speech can be of three types. The first is evil speech which should be
avoided at all costs. The second is vain speech which only causes one to
waste time which will lead to a great regret on Judgment Day. In addition,
the first step of sinful speech is often vain speech. So it is safer to avoid
this type of speech. The final type is good speech which should always be
adopted. Based on these aspects two thirds of speech should be removed
from one's life.

In addition, the one who speaks too much will only reflect on their actions
and the hereafter a little as this requires silence. This will prevent one from



assessing their deeds which inspires one to perform more righteous deeds
and sincerely repent from their sins. This person will then be prevented
from changing for the better.

Finally, those who speak too much often discuss worldly things and things
which are entertaining and fun. This will cause them to adopt a mentality
whereby they dislike discussing or listening to serious issues like death and
the hereafter. This will prevent them from preparing adequately for the
hereafter which will lead to a great regret and a potential punishment.

All of this can be avoided if one simply remains silent from sinful and vain
speech and instead only speaks good words. Therefore, the one who is
silent in this way will be saved from trouble in this world and from
punishment in the next world.



“They [the hypocrites] are the ones who say, "Do not spend on those
who are with the Messenger of Allah until they disband."...They say,
"If we return to al-Medina, the more honored [for power] will surely
expel therefrom the more humble." And to Allah belongs [all] honor,
and to His Messenger, and to the believers, but the hypocrites do not
know.”

In the sixth year after the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings
be upon him, migrated to Medina he dispatched an expedition. When the
Companions, may Allah be pleased with them, were returning from this
expedition a group of them surrounded a well aiming to quench their thirst.
As the area around the well was overcrowded two of the Companions, may
Allah be pleased with them, got into a small quarrel. The leader of the
hypocrites Abdullah Bin Ubayy took this opportunity to cause further
disruption by claiming that the migrants of Mecca were only causing them
problems. He began to criticize the other hypocrites for allowing the
migrants of Mecca to move into Medina. A child, Zayd Bin Argam, may
Allah be pleased with him, overheard his evil words and reported them to
the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him. Abdullah
Bin Ubayy was summoned but he took huge oaths that he never spoke
these words. The Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon
him, dismissed him without taking any further actions. The Holy Prophet
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, later mentioned this
incident to a man who knew Abdullah Bin Ubayy well. The man Usayd Bin
Hudayr told the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon
him, to go easy on Abdullah Bin Ubayy as the people of Medina were
preparing to make Abdullah Bin Ubayy their king before the Holy Prophet
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, migrated there. So
Abduallah Bin Ubayy always believed that the Holy Prophet Muhammad,
peace and blessings be upon him, took his kingdom away from him. When
the expedition returned to Medina the loyal Companion and son of Abdullah
Bin Ubayy, namely, Abdullah Bin Abdullah Bin Ubayy, may Allah be



pleased with him, prevented his father from entering Medina until he
admitted that he was the humble and humiliated one whereas the Holy
Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, was honourable.
After his father admitted this truth his son only allowed him to enter Medina
after the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him,
gave him permission to do so. After these events the main verses under
discussion and other verses from chapter 63 Al Munafiqun were revealed.
This has been discussed in Imam Ibn Kathir’'s, the Life of the Prophet,
Volume 3, Page 214, and in Tafsir Ibn Kathir, Volume 9, Page 657.



“They are the ones who say, "Do not spend on those who are with the
Messenger of Allah until they disband."...”

A sign of hypocrisy is that a person spreads corruption in society. This
negative characteristic affects all social levels beginning from a family unit
and ending at the international level. This type of person dislikes seeing
people uniting on good as this may cause the worldly status of others to
increase beyond their own. This drives them to backbiting and slander in
order to cause people to turn against each other. Their evil attitude
destroys their own ties of kinship and when they observe other families who
are happy it drives them to destroy their happiness also. They are fault
finders who dedicate their time unveiling the mistakes of others in order to
drag their social status down. They are the first people to begin gossiping
about others and act deaf whenever good things are spoken about. Peace
and quiet disturbs them so they seek to create problems in order to
entertain themself. They fail to remember the Hadith found in Sunan Ibn
Majah, number 2546. It advises that whoever covers the faults of others
Allah, the Exalted, will cover their faults. But whoever seeks out and unveils
the faults of others Allah, the Exalted, will expose their faults to the people.
So in realty, this type of person is only unveiling their own faults to society
even though they believe they are exposing the faults of others.



“They are the ones who say, "Do not spend on those who are with the
Messenger of Allah until they disband.”...”

A part of hypocrisy is that a person not only commits evil deeds themself
and abstains from righteous deeds but they encourage others to do the
same. They want others to be in the same boat as them so that they find
some comfort in their evil character. They not only drown themself but take
others down with them. Muslims must know that a person will be held
accountable for every other person who commits a sin because of their
invitation. This person will be treated as if they committed the sin even
though they only invited others towards it. This has been confirmed in a
Hadith found in Sunan Ibn Majah, number 203. This is why some have said
that blessed is the person whose evil dies with them because their sins will
increase if others act on their evil advice even though they are no longer
alive.



“They are the ones who say, "Do not spend on those who are with the
Messenger of Allah until they disband.”...”

Since the passing of the righteous predecessors the strength of the muslim
nation has weakened dramatically. It is logical that the greater the number
of people in a group the stronger the group will become yet muslims have
somehow defied this logic. The strength of the muslim nation has only
decreased as the number of muslims have increased. One of the main
reasons this has occurred is connected to chapter 5 Al Ma’idah, verse 2 of
the Holy Quran:

“...And cooperate in righteousness and piety, but do not cooperate in sin
and aggression...”

Allah, the Exalted, clearly commands muslims to aid each other in any
matter which is good and not support each other in any matter which is
bad. This is what the righteous predecessors acted on but many muslims
have failed to follow in their footsteps. Many muslims now observe who is
doing an action instead of observing what they are doing. If the person is
linked to them for example, a relative, they support them even if the thing is
not good. Similarly, if the person has no relationship with them they turn
away from supporting them even if the thing is good. This attitude
completely contradicts the traditions of the righteous predecessors. They
would support others in good irrespective of who was doing it. In fact, they
went so far on acting on this verse of the Holy Quran that they would even
support those they did not get on with as long as it was a good thing.



The other thing connected to this is that many muslims fail to support each
other in good as they believe the person they are supporting will gain more
prominence than them. This condition has even affected scholars and
Islamic educational institutes. They make lame excuses not to aid others in
good as they do not have a relationship with them and they fear their own
institution will be forgotten and those they help will gain further respect in
society. But this is completely wrong as one only needs to turn the pages of
history to observe the truth. As long as one's intention is to please Allah,
the Exalted, supporting others in good will increase their respect within
society. Allah, the Exalted, will cause the hearts of the people to turn to
them even if their support is for another organisation, institution or person.
For example, when the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be
upon him, departed this world Umar Bin Khattab, may Allah be pleased
with him, could have easily challenged for the Caliphate and would have
found plenty of support in his favour. But he knew the right thing to do was
to nominate Abu Bakkar Siddique, may Allah be pleased with him, as the
first Caliph of Islam. Umar Bin Khattab, may Allah be pleased with him, did
not worry about being forgotten by society if he supported another person.
He instead obeyed the command in the verse mentioned earlier and
supported what was right. This is confirmed in the Hadiths found in Sahih
Bukhari numbers 3667 and 3668. The honour and respect of Umar Bin
Khattab, may Allah be pleased with him, within society only increased by
this action. This is obvious to those who are aware of Islamic history.

Muslims must reflect on this deeply, change their mentality and strive to aid
others in good irrespective of who is doing it and not hold back fearing their
support will cause them to be forgotten within society. Those who obey
Allah, the Exalted, will never be forgotten in both this world and the next. In
fact, their respect and honour will only grow in both worlds.



“They [the hypocrites] are the ones who say, "Do not spend on those
who are with the Messenger of Allah until they disband.”" And to Allah
belong the depositories of the heavens and the earth, but the
hypocrites do not understand.”

Generally speaking, when one benefits others through the worldly
blessings they were granted by Allah, the Exalted, in reality, they are only
doing themselves a favour as they will be handsomely rewarded for it.
Allah, the Exalted, could have easily provided directly for everyone Himself
but He purposely arranged matters in a way whereby some benefit from
others so that He could reward the donors and needy who remained
patient. Believing one is doing a favour to Allah, the Exalted, or a needy
person by helping them is an indication of their great ignorance and
arrogance.

In a Hadith found in Sahih Muslim, number 265, the Holy Prophet
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, warned that a person who
possesses even an atom’s worth of pride in their heart will not enter
Paradise. He clarified that pride is when a person rejects the truth and
looks down on others.

No amount of good deeds will benefit someone who possesses pride. This
Is quite obvious when one observes the Devil and how his countless years
of worship did not benefit him when he became proud. In fact, the following
verse clearly connects pride with disbelief so a muslim must avoid this euvil
characteristic at all costs. Chapter 2 Al Bagarah, verse 34:



“And [mention] when We said to the angels, "Prostrate before Adam"; so
they prostrated, except for Iblees. He refused and was arrogant and
became of the disbelievers.”

The proud is the one who rejects the truth when it is presented to them
simply because it did not come from them and as it challenges their desires
and mentality. The proud person also believes they are superior to others
even though they are unaware of their own ultimate end and the ultimate
end of others. This is plain ignorance. In reality, it is foolish to be proud of
anything seeing as Allah, the Exalted, created and granted everything a
person owns. Even the righteous deeds one performs are only due to the
inspiration, knowledge and strength granted by Allah, the Exalted.
Therefore, being proud of something which does not innately belong to
them is plain foolishness. This is just like a person who becomes proud
over a mansion they do not even own or live in.

This is the reason why pride belongs to Allah, the Exalted, as He alone is
the Creator and innate Owner of all things. The one who challenges Allah,
the Exalted, in pride will be thrown into Hell. This has been confirmed in a
Hadith found in Sunan Abu Dawud, number 4090.

A muslim should instead follow in the footsteps of the Holy Prophet
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, and adopt humility. The
humble truly recognise that all the good they possess and all the evil they



are protected from comes from no one except Allah, the Exalted.
Therefore, humility is more fitting for a person than pride. A person should
not be fooled into believing humility leads to disgrace as no one has been
more honoured than the humble servants of Allah, the Exalted. In fact, the
Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, has
guaranteed an increase in status for the one who adopts humility for the
sake of Allah, the Exalted, in a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number
2029.



“They [the hypocrites] are the ones who say, "Do not spend on those
who are with the Messenger of Allah until they disband." And to Allah
belong the depositories of the heavens and the earth, but the
hypocrites do not understand.”

Generally speaking, when one benefits others through the worldly
blessings they were granted by Allah, the Exalted, in reality, they are only
doing themselves a favour as they will be handsomely rewarded for it.
Allah, the Exalted, could have easily provided directly for everyone Himself
but He purposely arranged matters in a way whereby some benefit from
others so that He could reward the donors and needy who remained
patient. Believing one is doing a favour to Allah, the Exalted, or a needy
person by helping them is an indication of their great ignorance and
arrogance.

It is important for muslims to understand that when they treat others kindly
it in reality, benefits themself and not others. This is because treating
others kindly has been commanded by Allah, the Exalted, and fulfilling this
important duty gains one reward.

In addition, when one is kind to others they will supplicate for them while
they are alive which will benefit them. For example, the Holy Prophet
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, advised in a Hadith found
in Sahih Muslim, number 6929, that a supplication done for a person in
secret is always answered.



In addition, the people will supplicate for them after they pass away which
Is definitely answered as it has been recorded in the Holy Quran. Chapter
59 Al Hashr, verse 10:

“...saying, "Our Lord, forgive us and our brothers who preceded us in
faith...”

Finally, a person who treated others kindly will gain their intercession on
the Day of Judgment, which is a day people will be desperate for the
intercession of others. This has been confirmed in a Hadith found in Sahih
Bukhari, number 7439.

But those who mistreat others even if they fulfil their duties towards Allah,
the Exalted, will miss out on the benefits mentioned earlier. And on
Judgment Day they will find that Allah, the Exalted, will not forgive them
until their victim forgives them first. If they choose not to then the
oppressor's good deeds will be given to their victim and if needed the
victim’s sins will be given to their oppressor. This may cause the oppressor
to be hurled into Hell. This has been warned in a Hadith found in Sahih
Muslim, number 6579.



Therefore, a muslim should be kind to themself by being kind to others as

in reality they are only benefiting themself in this world and the next.
Chapter 29 Al Ankabut, verse 6:

“And whoever strives only strives for [the benefit of] himself...”



“...And to Allah belong the depositories of the heavens and the earth,
but the hypocrites do not understand.”

Allah, the Exalted, is the One who possesses all sovereignty which is free
of all defects. It is a sovereignty which has no beginning, no end, no
reduction and no limit. Allah, the Exalted, has complete and total control
over the creation through management and judgment without any
limitations, partners or helpers. The King cannot be hindered or prevented
from carrying out His will.

By accepting Allah, the Exalted, as the only King a muslim indirectly
accepts their servanthood to Him. Therefore, they must fulfil all His
commands and avoid all His prohibitions. A true servant never questions
the wise decisions of the King and instead submits with full trust to His
choices knowing that the wise King only decrees the best for His servant.
Chapter 2 Al Bagarah, verse 216:

“...But perhaps you hate a thing and it is good for you,; and perhaps you
love a thing and it is bad for you. And Allah knows, while you know not.”

When a muslim recognises Allah, the Exalted, as the King they will not turn
to another when seeking help and instead only seek His support through
sincere obedience to Him. They will always remember if they obey the King
He will protect them from the creation. But if they obey the creation over



Allah, the Exalted, the creation will not be able to protect them from the
punishment of the only King. This is indicated in a Hadith of the Holy
Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, found in Sunan
Abu Dawud, number 2625. He declared that there is no obedience to the
creation if it leads to the disobedience of the Creator.

A muslim should adopt this characteristic according to their status by
purifying their inner spiritual king namely, the spiritual heart through acting
on the knowledge found within the Holy Quran and the traditions of the
Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him. This will
cause their servants meaning, their bodily limbs, to obey their spiritual heart
in acts of righteousness. The Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and
blessings be upon him, has advised in a Hadith found in Sahih Muslim,
number 4094, that if the spiritual heart is pure the rest of the body will be
pure but if the spiritual heart is corrupt the whole body will become corrupt.
One should not become a slave of their evil desires and instead become a
true king which controls their desires according to the teachings of Islam.

Whoever perfects this will be given a spiritual kingdom in both worlds. The
ultimate destination of the one who fulfils the rights of the King by
perfecting servanthood has been mentioned in the Holy Quran. They will be
granted a high station in the presence of the only Omnipotent King.
Chapter 54 Al Qamar, verse 55:

“In a seat of honour near a Sovereign, Perfect in Ability.”



“They [the hypocrites] say, "If we return to al-Madinah, the more
honored [for power] will surely expel therefrom the more humble."
And to Allah belongs [all] honor, and to His Messenger, and to the

believers, but the hypocrites do not know.”

They believed this as they judged others based on worldly standards. One
must avoid this behaviour as it will cause them to misplace their efforts.

Greatness and true success is not connected to worldly things, such as
wealth or fame. A person may obtain some worldly success through these
things but it is quite obvious if one turns the pages of history that this type
of success is very temporary and it eventually becomes a burden and
regret for a person. A muslim should never believe that superiority lies in
these things thereby dedicating themself to obtaining them while neglecting
their duties to Allah, the Exalted, and the creation. Nor should they look
down at others who do not possess these worldly things believing they
have no value or significance as this attitude contradicts the teachings of
Islam. In fact, the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon
him, has advised in a Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari, number 6071, that the
people of Paradise are those who are considered insignificant by society
and concluded that if they took an oath on something Allah, the Exalted,
would fulfil it for them.

True honour, success and greatness in this world and the next only lies in
piety. So the more one sincerely strives to fulfil the commands of Allah, the
Exalted, refrain from His prohibitions and faces destiny with patience
according to the traditions of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and



blessings be upon him, the greater they are even if they appear
insignificant to society. Chapter 49 Al Hujurat verse 13:

“...Indeed, the most noble of you in the sight of Allah is the most righteous
of you...”

A muslim should therefore search for true success in this and not waste
their time and efforts in searching for it in worldly things otherwise they may
well reach the hereafter a great loser. Chapter 18 Al Kahf, verses 103-104:

“Say, "Shall we [believers] inform you of the greatest losers as to [their]
deeds? [They are] those whose effort is lost in worldly life, while they think
that they are doing well in work."”



“They [the hypocrites] say, "If we return to al-Madinah, the more
honored [for power] will surely expel therefrom the more humble."
And to Allah belongs [all] honor, and to His Messenger, and to the

believers, but the hypocrites do not know.”

They believed this as they judged others based on worldly standards. One
must avoid this behaviour as it will cause them to misplace their efforts.

It is important for muslims to understand that they should not define a
situation as good or bad according to worldly definitions. For example,
according to a worldly definition being wealthy is good whereas being poor
Is bad. Instead, muslims should ascribe good and bad to events and things
according to the teachings of Islam. Meaning, anything which takes one
closer to the obedience of Allah, the Exalted, in the form of fulfilling His
commands, refraining from His prohibitions and by facing destiny with
patience, is good even if it is seen as bad from a worldly point of view. And
anything which takes one away from the obedience of Allah, the Exalted, is
bad even if it appears good.

There are many examples throughout the teachings of Islam which
demonstrate this. For example, Qarun was an extremely wealthy person
who lived in the time of the Holy Prophet Mosa, peace be upon him. Many
people then and now may consider his wealth to be a good thing but as it
led him to pride it became a means of his destruction. So in his case being
wealthy was a bad thing. Chapter 28 Al Qasas, verses 79-81.



“So he came out before his people in his adornment. Those who desired
the worldly life said, "Oh, would that we had like what was given to Qardn.
Indeed, he is one of great fortune. But those who had been given
knowledge said, "Woe to you! The reward of Allah is better for he who
believes and does righteousness. And none are granted it except the
patient." And We caused the earth to swallow him and his home. And there
was for him no company to aid him other than Allah, nor was he of those
who [could] defend themselves.”

On the other hand, the third rightly guided Caliph of Islam, Usman Bin
Affan, may Allah be pleased with him, was also wealthy yet he used his
wealth in the correct way. In fact, once after donating a large amount of
wealth he was told by the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings
be upon him, that nothing could harm his faith after that day. This has been
indicated in a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 3701. So in his
case wealth was a good thing.

To conclude, a muslim should remember that every difficulty they face has
wisdoms behind it even if they do not observe them. So they should not
believe something is good or bad from a worldly point of view. Meaning, if
the thing encourages them towards the obedience of Allah, the Exalted,
then it is good even if it looks bad. Chapter 2 Al Bagarah, verse 216:

“...But perhaps you hate a thing and it is good for you; and perhaps you
love a thing and it is bad for you. And Allah knows, while you know not.”



“They [the hypocrites] say, "If we return to al-Madinah, the more
honored [for power] will surely expel therefrom the more humble."
And to Allah belongs [all] honor, and to His Messenger, and to the

believers, but the hypocrites do not know.”

They believed this as they judged others based on worldly standards. One
must avoid this behaviour as it will cause them to misplace their efforts.

In a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 2322, the Holy Prophet
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, advised that everything in
this material world is cursed except the remembrance of Allah, the Exalted,
what is connected to it, the knowledgeable person and the student of
knowledge.

The remembrance of Allah, the Exalted, encompasses all the levels of
remembrance. Namely, internal silent remembrance, which includes
correcting one’s intention so that they only act for the sake of Allah, the
Exalted. Remembering Allah, the Exalted, via the tongue and the most
important is practically remembering Allah, the Exalted, by fulfilling His
commands, refraining from His prohibitions and by facing destiny with
patience.

Anything which leads to the remembrance of Allah, the Exalted, includes
the obedience of Allah, the Exalted, such as striving in the material world in



order to fulfill one's necessities and the necessities of their dependents
according to the teachings of Islam without waste, excessiveness or
extravagance. In reality, this includes any action which appears worldly or
religious as long as it involves the obedience of Allah, the Exalted.

Both the knowledgeable person and the student of knowledge are the only
people in reality who will obey Allah, the Exalted, correctly as this is not
possible to achieve without knowledge. An ignorant person disobeys Allah,
the Exalted, without even realizing it as they are unaware of what counts as
a sin or a righteous deed. In some cases, one may even believe they are
strictly obeying Him even though they are far from it.

To conclude, in reality nothing is really cursed in the material world in itself.
It is how a thing is used which determines if it is cursed or not. For
example, if wealth is used correctly according to the teachings of Islam
then it is a great blessing in both worlds. But if it is misused or hoarded
then it will become a curse for its owner in both worlds. This can be applied
to all things in this world.



“They [the hypocrites] say, "If we return to al-Madinah, the more
honored [for power] will surely expel therefrom the more humble."
And to Allah belongs [all] honor, and to His Messenger, and to the

believers, but the hypocrites do not know.”

They believed this as they judged others based on worldly standards. One
must avoid this behaviour as it will cause them to misplace their efforts. As
indicated by the end of this verse, ignorance can prevent one from
understanding the truth.

A great distraction which prevents one from submitting to the obedience of
Allah, the Exalted, is ignorance. It can be argued that it is the origin of
every sin as the one who truly knows the consequences of sins would
never commit them. This refers to true beneficial knowledge which is
knowledge that is acted upon. In reality, all knowledge which is not acted
on is not beneficial knowledge. The example of the one who behaves in
this manner is described in the Holy Quran as a donkey which carries
books of knowledge which do not benefit it. Chapter 62 Al Jumu’ah, verse
5!

“...and then did not take it on (did not act upon knowledge) is like that of a
donkey who carries volumes [of books]...”



A person who acts on their knowledge rarely slips up and commits sins
intentionally. In fact, when this occurs it is only caused by a moment of
ignorance where a person forgets to act on their knowledge which results in
them sinning.

The Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, once
highlighted the seriousness of ignorance in a Hadith found in Jami At
Tirmidhi, number 2322. He declared that everything in the material world is
cursed except for the remembrance of Allah, the Exalted, whatever is
connected to this remembrance, the scholar and the student of knowledge.
This means that all the blessings in the material world will become a curse
for the one who is ignorant as they will misuse them thereby committing
sins.

In fact, ignorance can be considered a person's worse enemy as it
prevents them from protecting themself from harm and gaining benefit all of
which can only be achieved through acting on knowledge. The ignorant
commits sins without being aware of them. How can one avoid a sin if they
do not know what is considered a sin? Ignorance causes one to neglect
their obligatory duties. How can one fulfil their duties if they are unaware of
what their duties are?

It is therefore a duty on all muslims to gain enough knowledge to fulfil all
their obligatory duties and avoid sins. This is confirmed in a Hadith found in
Sunan Ibn Majah, number 224.



“They [the hypocrites] say, "If we return to al-Madinah, the more
honored [for power] will surely expel therefrom the more humble."
And to Allah belongs [all] honor, and to His Messenger, and to the

believers, but the hypocrites do not know.”

They believed this as they judged others based on worldly standards. One
must avoid this behaviour as it will cause them to misplace their efforts. As
indicated by the end of this verse, ignorance can prevent one from
understanding the truth. This leads to weakness of faith.

A great obstacle to the obedience of Allah, the Exalted, is weakness of
faith. It is a blameworthy characteristic which gives rise to other negative
characteristics, such as failing to act on one's knowledge, fearing others,
placing the obedience of people above the obedience to Allah, the Exalted,
having hope in forgiveness without striving for it and other undesired
characteristics. The greatest affliction of weakness of faith is that it allows
one to commit sins, such as neglecting the obligatory duties. The root
cause of weakness of faith is ignorance of Islam.

One should strive to gain knowledge in order to strengthen their faith. With
time they will eventually reach certainty of faith which is so strong that it
safeguards a person through all tests and trials and ensures they fulfil their
duties both religious and worldly. This knowledge is obtained when one
studies the teachings of the Holy Quran and the Hadiths of the Holy
Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him. Specifically, those
teachings which discuss the promises of reward for those who are obedient
and the punishment for those who are disobedient to Allah, the Exalted.



This creates fear of punishment and hope of reward in a muslim’s heart
which acts like a pull and push mechanism towards the obedience of Allah,
the Exalted.

One can strengthen their faith by reflecting on the creations within the
Heavens and the Earth. When done correctly this clearly indicates the
Oneness of Allah, the Exalted, and His infinite power. Chapter 41 Fussilat,
verse 53:

“‘We will show them Our signs in the horizons and within themselves until it
becomes clear to them that it is the truth...”

For example, if a muslim ponders over the night and day and how perfectly
in sync they are and the other things linked to them they will truly believe
that this is not a random thing meaning, there is a force which ensures
everything runs like clockwork. This is the infinite power of Allah, the
Exalted. In addition, if one ponders over the perfect timing of the night and
day they will realise it clearly indicates that there is only one God namely,
Allah, the Exalted. If there were more than one God each god would desire
the night and day to occur according to their own desires. This would lead
to utter chaos as one God might desire the Sun to rise whereas the other
God might desire the night to continue. The perfect uninterrupted system
found within the universe proves there is only one God namely, Allah, the
Exalted. Chapter 21 Al Anbiya, verse 22:



“Had there been within them [i.e., the heavens and earth] gods besides
Allah, they both would have been ruined...”

Another thing which can strengthen one's faith is to persist in righteous
deeds and abstain from all sins. As faith is belief supported by actions it
weakens when sins are committed and strengthens when good deeds are
performed. For example, the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and
blessings be upon him, once warned in a Hadith found in Sunan An Nasali,
number 5662, that a muslim is not a believer when they drink alcohol.



“...And to Allah belongs [all] honor...”

Allah, the Exalted, is tremendous in attributes and essence beyond the
perception and understanding of all.

The one who understands this divine name will observe all things which are
not connected to Allah, the Exalted, as small and insignificant. The
commands and prohibitions of Allah, the Exalted, will be tremendous in
their sight so they hasten in obedience to Allah, the Exalted, by fulfilling His
commands, refraining from His prohibitions and by facing destiny with
patience while putting aside all things which can hinder them in this task.

A muslim should act on this divine name by adopting humility as all are
humbled before the Greatness of Allah, the Exalted. They should
demonstrate humility towards Allah, the Exalted, and towards the creation
without showing signs of weakness. In fact, according to a Hadith found in
Jami At Tirmidhi, number 2029, whoever humbles themself for the sake of
Allah, the Exalted, will be raised by Him. A muslim should also make their
aspirations tremendous by only acting for the pleasure of Allah, the
Exalted, and nothing else so that they reach a tremendous station in the
presence of an Omnipotent King. Chapter 54 Al Qamar, verse 55:

“In a seat of honour near a Sovereign, Perfect in Ability.”



“...And to Allah belongs [all] honor, and to His Messenger, and to the
believers, but the hypocrites do not know.”

Allah, the Exalted, is the Abaser and the Exalter. Allah, the Exalted, is the
One who abases those who disobey Him. Even if a disobedient person
gains some worldly success it will ultimately become a curse for them.
Allah, the Exalted, is the One who exalts those who obey Him by fulfilling
His commands, refraining from His prohibitions and by facing destiny with
patience. Even if an obedient muslim faces trials and difficulties in the world
they will ultimately be exalted by Allah, the Exalted, in both worlds.

A muslim who understands this divine name will therefore not seek worldly
success by pleasing the creation or through worldly things if it leads to the
disobedience of Allah, the Exalted, as they know this path only leads to
ultimate abasement and disgrace in both worlds.

A muslim must act on this divine name by praising the things which Allah,
the Exalted, has raised and disliking the things which Allah, the Exalted,
has abased. This must be shown through actions not just words. For
example, they must praise the hereafter by actively striving to prepare for it.
And they must dislike the excess of this material world knowing Allah, the
Exalted, has dispraised it as it prevents a muslim from adequately
preparing for the hereafter.



“...And to Allah belongs [all] honor, and to His Messenger, and to the
believers...”

Even though the number of muslims have increased over time it is obvious
that the strength of muslims has only decreased. Each muslim irrespective
of the strength of their faith believes in the authenticity of the Holy Quran as
doubting it would cause them to lose their faith. In the following verse Allah,
the Exalted, has given the key to obtaining superiority and success which
would remove the weakness and grief muslims are experiencing all around
the world. Chapter 3 Alee Imran, verse 139:

“So do not weaken and do not grieve, and you will be superior if you are
[true] believers.”

Allah, the Exalted, has made it clear that muslims only need to become true
believers in order to achieve this superiority and success in both worlds.
True belief involves fulfilling the commands of Allah, the Exalted, refraining
from His prohibitions and facing destiny with patience according to the
traditions of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon
him. This includes the duties towards Allah, the Exalted, and those towards
people, such as loving for others what one loves for themself which has
been advised in a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 2515. This
requires one to learn and act on Islamic teachings. Through this attitude
was success and superior