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Introduction 
 

 

The following short book discusses the characteristics one must adopt in 

order to Obtain Good Tidings from Allah, the Exalted. This discussion is 

based on Chapter 9 At Tawbah, Verse 112 of the Holy Quran:  

 

 

“The repentant, the worshippers, the praisers [of Allah], the travelers [for 

His cause], those who bow and prostrate [in prayer], those who enjoin 

what is right and forbid what is wrong, and those who observe the limits 

[set by] Allah. And give good tidings to the believers.” 

 

 

Adopting these characteristics will aid a Muslim to Achieve Noble 

Character. According to the Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 

2003, the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, 

has advised that the heaviest thing in the Scales of Judgment Day will 

be Noble Character. It is one of qualities of the Holy Prophet 

Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, which Allah, the Exalted, 

complimented in Chapter 68 Al Qalam, Verse 4 of the Holy Quran: 

 

 

“And indeed, you are of a great moral character.” 

 

 

Therefore, it is a duty on all Muslims to gain and act on the teachings of 

the Holy Quran and the traditions of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, 

peace and blessings be upon him, in order to Achieve Noble Character. 



 



Obtaining Good Tidings 
 

Chapter 9 – At Tawbah, Verse 112 

 

 

 

“The repentant, the worshippers, the praisers [of Allah], the travelers [for 

His cause], those who bow and prostrate [in prayer], those who enjoin 

what is right and forbid what is wrong, and those who observe the limits 

[set by] Allah. And give good tidings to the believers.” 

 



“The repentant…” 

 

 

In a Hadith found in Sunan Ibn Majah, number 4251, the Holy Prophet 

Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, advised that people 

commit sins but the best person who commits sins is the one who sincerely 

repents. 

 

 

As people are not Angels they are bound to commit sins. The thing that 

makes these people special is when they sincerely repent from their sins. 

Sincere repentance includes feeling remorse, seeking the forgiveness of 

Allah, the Exalted, and anyone who has been wronged, making a firm 

promise not to commit the sin or a similar sin again and making up for any 

rights which have been violated in respect to Allah, the Exalted, and 

people.  

 

 

It is important to note, minor sins can be erased through righteous deeds 

which has been advised in many Hadiths, such as the one found in Sahih 

Muslim, number 550. It advises that the five daily obligatory prayers and 

two consecutive Friday congregational prayers erase the minor sins 

committed in between them as long as major sins are avoided.  

 

 

Major sins are only erased through sincere repentance. Therefore, a 

Muslim should strive to avoid all sins, minor and major, and if they happen 

to occur to immediately sincerely repent as the time of death is unknown. 



And they should continue obeying Allah, the Exalted, by fulfilling His 

commands, refraining from His prohibitions and by facing destiny with 

patience.  

 



“The repentant…” 

 

 

A divine Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 3540, advises the 

importance and vastness of the forgiveness of Allah, the Exalted. The first 

part of the Hadith declares that as long as a muslim sincerely supplicates to 

Allah, the Exalted, and hope's in His mercy they will be forgiven by Him.  

 

 

This response has in fact been guaranteed for all lawful supplications in the 

Holy Quran not just for the supplication of forgiveness. Chapter 40 Ghafir, 

verse 60: 

 

 

“And your Lord says, "Call upon Me; I will respond to you."…” 

 

 

In fact, the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, 

mentioned this verse and declared that supplication is an act of worship 

meaning, a righteous deed. This has been advised in a Hadith found in 

Sunan Abu Dawud, number 1479. A Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, 

number 3604, advises that every supplication is accepted in different ways 

as long as it is a lawful one. The person is either granted what they 

requested or a reward will be reserved for them in the hereafter or they will 

be forgiven an equivalent sin. But it is important to note, that in order to 

receive a positive response a muslim must fulfil the conditions and the 

etiquettes of the supplication.  

 



 

One of the greatest supplications a muslim can make is for forgiveness as 

it is a means for one obtaining blessings, avoiding difficulties in this world 

and a means to obtaining Paradise and escaping Hell in the next world. 

Chapter 71 Nuh, verses 10-12: 

 

 

“And said, 'Ask forgiveness of your Lord. Indeed, He is ever a Perpetual 

Forgiver. He will send [rain from] the sky upon you in [continuing] showers. 

And give you increase in wealth and children and provide for you gardens 

and provide for you rivers.”” 

 

 

As indicated by the main Hadith under discussion having hope in the 

infinite mercy of Allah, the Exalted, when supplicating is a condition for 

forgiveness. In fact, Allah, the Exalted, acts according to His servant’s 

opinion of Him, which has been confirmed in a divine Hadith found in Sahih 

Bukhari, number 7405.  

 

 

One of the greatest causes of forgiveness is when a muslim only hopes in 

Allah, the Exalted, to forgive them full well knowing no one can forgive 

them or protect them from punishment except Allah, the Exalted.  

 

 

The next thing mentioned in the main Hadith under discussion is that no 

matter how many sins a person commits the mercy and forgiveness of 

Allah, the Exalted, is greater. In fact, it is unlimited therefore a person’s 



limited sins will never be able to overcome it. It is why the Holy Prophet 

Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, advised muslims to 

magnify what they supplicate for as nothing is too great for Allah, the 

Exalted, to grant. This has been confirmed in a Hadith found in Sahih 

Muslim, number 6812. 

 

 

The next part of the main Hadith under discussion indicates the importance 

of sincerely seeking the forgiveness of Allah, the Exalted, which has been 

mentioned in many verses and other Hadiths. This act of seeking 

forgiveness is a part of sincere repentance. It can be understood that 

seeking forgiveness is an act of the tongue while the rest of sincere 

repentance involves turning away from the sin through actions. It also 

includes feeling genuine remorse, making a firm promise not to commit the 

sin again and making up for any rights which have been violated in respect 

to Allah, the Exalted, and people. It is important to note, that not persisting 

on the same sin is a condition for the repentance to be accepted. Chapter 3 

Alee Imran, verse 135: 

 

 

“And those who, when they commit an immorality or wrong themselves [by 

transgression], remember Allah and seek forgiveness for their sins - and 

who can forgive sins except Allah? - and [who] do not persist in what they 

have done while they know.” 

 

 

It is extremely important for a muslim to be persistent in seeking 

forgiveness as this leads to deliverance from every worry, a way out from 

every difficulty and support from places where one would not expect. This 

has been advised in a Hadith found in Sunan Abu Dawud, number 1518.  



 

 

The next thing mentioned in the main Hadith under discussion is the 

greatest cause of forgiveness namely, not associating anything to Allah, the 

Exalted. There are two types of associating things with Allah, the Exalted: 

major polytheism and minor polytheism. The major type is when one 

worships things other than Allah, the Exalted, or in addition to Him. The 

minor version is when one acts for the sake of anyone except Allah, the 

Exalted, such as showing off. This has been warned in a Hadith found in 

Sunan Ibn Majah, number 3989. In fact, the one who acts for the sake of 

people will be told by Allah, the Exalted, on Judgment Day to seek their 

reward from those they acted for, which will not be possible. This is 

confirmed in a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 3154. The one 

who acts in this way will find that they will eventually be exposed in this 

world and no matter how well they treat others they will never gain their real 

love or respect because of their bad intention. This has been indicated in a 

Hadith found in Sahih Muslim, number 6705. 

 

 

When one realises the Oneness of Allah, the Exalted, they only think, act 

and speak for the pleasure of Allah, the Exalted, out of fear and love for 

Him. This behaviour minimises the chances of committing sins and 

whatever sins do occur will be forgiven by Allah, the Exalted. It is the 

reason why the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon 

him, declared in a Hadith found in Sunan Ibn Majah, number 3797,  that the 

statement there is none worthy of worship except Allah, the Exalted, 

removes all wrong actions. 

 

 



This is the behaviour all muslims must strive to adopt. The foundation of it 

is fulfilling the commands of Allah, the Exalted, refraining from His 

prohibitions and being patient with destiny.  



“…the worshippers…” 

 

 

True worship involves sincerity. In a Hadith found in Sahih Muslim number 

196, the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, 

advised that Islam is sincerity towards Allah, the Exalted. 

 

 

Sincerity towards Allah, the Exalted, includes fulfilling all the duties given by 

Him in the form of commands and prohibitions, solely for His pleasure. As 

confirmed in a Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari, number 1, all will be judged 

by their intention. So if one is not sincere towards Allah, the Exalted, when 

performing good deeds they will gain no reward in this world or in the next. 

In fact, according to a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 3154, 

those who performed insincere deeds will be told on Judgement Day to 

seek their reward from those who they acted for, which will not be possible. 

Chapter 98 Al Bayyinah, verse 5. 

 

 

"And they were not commanded except to worship Allah, [being] sincere to 

Him in religion....." 

 

 

If one is lax in fulfilling their duties towards Allah, the Exalted, it proves a 

lack of sincerity. Therefore, they should sincerely repent and struggle to 

fulfil them all. It is important to bear in mind Allah, the Exalted, never 

burdens one with duties they cannot perform or handle. Chapter 2 Al 

Baqarah, verse 286. 



 

 

"Allah does not charge a soul except [with that within] its capacity...." 

 

 

Being sincere towards Allah, the Exalted, means that one should always 

choose His pleasure over the pleasure of themself and others. A Muslim 

should always give priority to those actions which are for the sake of Allah, 

the Exalted, over all else. One should love others and dislike their sins for 

the sake of Allah, the Exalted, and not for the sake of their own desires. 

When they help others or refuse to take part in sins it should be for the 

sake of Allah, the Exalted. The one who adopts this mentality has perfected 

their faith. This is confirmed in a Hadith found in Sunan Abu Dawud, 

number 4681. 

 

 

 

 



“…the praisers [of Allāh]…” 

 

 

In a Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari, number 6407, the Holy Prophet 

Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, advised that the difference 

between the person who remembers Allah, the Exalted, and the one who 

does not is like a living person compared to a dead person.  

 

 

It is important for Muslims who desire to create a strong connection with 

Allah, the Exalted, so that they can overcome all difficulties in this world 

and in the hereafter successfully to remember Allah, the Exalted, as much 

as possible. Put simply, the more they remember Him the more they will 

achieve this vital goal. 

 

  

This is achieved by practically acting on the three levels of the 

remembrance of Allah, the Exalted. The first level is to remember Allah, the 

Exalted, internally and silently. This includes correcting one's intention so 

that they only act in order to please Allah, the Exalted. The second is by 

remembering Allah, the Exalted, through one’s tongue. But the highest and 

most effective way of strengthening one's bond with Allah, the Exalted, is 

practically remembering Him with one's limbs. This is achieved by fulfilling 

His commands, refraining from His prohibitions and by facing destiny with 

patience according to the traditions of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace 

and blessings be upon him. This requires one to gain and act on Islamic 

knowledge which in turn is the root of all good and success in both worlds.  

 

 



Those who remain on the first two levels will receive reward depending on 

their intention but they are unlikely to increase the strength of their faith and 

piety unless they move to the third and highest level of the remembrance of 

Allah, the Exalted.  



“…the travelers [for His cause]…” 

 

 

In a Hadith found in Sunan Abu Dawud, number 4815, the Holy Prophet 

Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, advised that people must 

fulfill the rights of the public road when they meet up in public. 

 

  

The first thing advised in this Hadith is that Muslims should lower their gaze 

and not look at things which are unlawful to them. In fact, one should 

protect each organ of their body such as their tongue and ears in the same 

way. 

 

  

The next thing advised in this Hadith is that they should keep their harm 

away from others. This includes both harm in the form of speech, such as 

foul language and backbiting and harm caused through physical actions. In 

fact, a person cannot be a true believer until they keep their physical and 

verbal harm away from people and their possessions. This has been 

confirmed in a Hadith found in Sunan An Nasai, number 4998.  

 

 

The next thing mentioned in the main Hadith under discussion is that one 

should return the Islamic greeting of peace to others. This includes initiating 

the Islamic greeting of peace through one’s words and showing peace to 

others in one's actions. It is pure hypocrisy to extend peace to others 

through one's words and then harm them through their actions. 

 



  

Finally, the main Hadith under discussion advises Muslims to command 

good and forbid evil. This should be carried out according to the three 

levels discussed in a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 2172. The 

highest level is to do it with one's actions within the bounds of the law. The 

next level is to do it with one's words. And the lowest level is to do it with 

one's heart meaning, secretly. This duty must always be fulfilled according 

to Islamic knowledge and in a gentle way. Often Muslims advise the correct 

thing but as they do it in a harsh way they only drive people further away 

from the obedience of Allah, the Exalted. It is therefore vital to combine 

knowledge with kind behavior so that the advice affects others in a positive 

way. Chapter 3 Alee Imran, verse 159: 

 

 

“So by mercy from Allah, [O Muhammad], you were lenient with them. And 

if you had been rude [in speech] and harsh in heart, they would have 

disbanded from about you…” 

 

 

To conclude, it is important to note a Muslim should adopt and show these 

characteristics towards all people irrespective of their faith.  

 
 



“…the travelers…” 

 

 

This has also been interpreted to mean those who fast. 

 

 

In a Divine Hadith found in Sunan An Nasai, number 2219, the Holy 

Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, advised that all 

righteous deeds people perform are for themselves except for fasting as 

this is for Allah, the Exalted, and He shall reward it directly.  

 

 

This Hadith indicates the uniqueness of fasting. One of the reasons it is 

described in this manner is because all other righteous deeds are visible to 

people, such as the prayer, or they are between people, such as secret 

charity. Whereas, fasting is a unique righteous deed as others cannot know 

someone is fasting by only observing them.  

 

 

In addition, fasting is a righteous deed which puts a lock on every aspect of 

oneself. Meaning, a person who fasts correctly will be prevented from 

committing verbal and physical sins, such as looking at and hearing 

unlawful things. This is also achieved through the prayer but the prayer is 

only performed for a short time and is visible to others whereas, fasting 

occurs throughout the day and is invisible to others.  Chapter 29 Al 

Ankabut, verse 45: 

 



 

“…Indeed, prayer prohibits immorality and wrongdoing…” 

 

 

It is clear from the following verse a person who does not complete the 

obligatory fasts without a valid reason will not be a true believer as the two 

have been directly connected. Chapter 2 Al Baqarah, verse 183: 

 

 

“O you who have believed, decreed upon you is fasting as it was decreed 

upon those before you that you may become righteous” 

 

 

In fact, the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, 

has warned in a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 723, that if a 

Muslim does not complete a single obligatory fast without a valid reason 

they cannot make up for the reward and blessings lost even if they fasted 

every day for their entire life.  

 

 

In addition, as indicated by the verse quoted earlier fasting correctly leads 

to piety. Meaning, simply starving during the day does not lead to piety but 

paying extra attention to abstaining from sins and performing righteous 

deeds during the fast will lead to piety. It is why a Hadith found in Jami At 

Tirmidhi, number 707, warns that a fast will not be significant if one does 

not abstain from speaking and acting on falsehood. A similar Hadith found 

in Sunan Ibn Majah, number 1690, warns that some fasting people obtain 

nothing except hunger. When one becomes more aware and careful in 



obeying Allah, the Exalted, while they are fasting this habit will eventually 

affect them so they behave in a similar way even when they are not fasting. 

This is in fact true piety.  

 

 

The righteousness mentioned in the verse quoted earlier is connected to 

fasting as fasting reduces one's evil desires and passions. It prevents pride 

and the encouragement of sins. This is because fasting hinders the 

appetite of the stomach and one's carnal desires. These two things lead to 

many sins. In addition, the desire for these two things is greater than the 

desire for other unlawful things. So whoever controls them through fasting 

will find it easier to control the weaker evil desires. This leads to true 

righteousness.  

 

 

As briefly indicated earlier there are different levels of fasting. The first and 

lowest level of fasting is when one abstains from the things which will break 

their fast, such as food. The next level is abstaining from sins which 

damages one’s fast thereby reducing the reward of their fast, such as lying. 

This has been indicated in a Hadith found in Sunan An Nasai, number 

2235. Fasting which involves each member of the body is the next level. 

This is when each body part fasts from sins for example, the eyes from 

looking at the unlawful, the ears from listening to the unlawful and so on. 

The next level is when one behaves in this manner even when they are not 

fasting. Finally, the highest level of fasting is abstaining from all things 

which are not connected to Allah, the Exalted.  

 

 

A Muslim should also fast inwardly as their body fasts outwardly by 

abstaining from sinful or vain thoughts. They should fast from persisting on 



their own plans in respect to their desires and try to concentrate on fulfilling 

their duties and responsibilities. In addition, they should fast from inwardly 

challenging the decree of Allah, the Exalted, and instead except destiny 

and whatever it brings knowing Allah, the Exalted, only chooses the best 

for His servants even if they do not understand the wisdom behind these 

choices. Chapter 2 Al Baqarah, verse 216: 

 

 

“…But perhaps you hate a thing and it is good for you; and perhaps you 

love a thing and it is bad for you. And Allah knows, while you know not.” 

 

 

Finally, a Muslim should aim for the highest reward by keeping their fast a 

secret and not informing others if it is avoidable as informing others 

unnecessarily leads to a loss of reward as it is an aspect of showing off.  

 

 
 



“…the travelers…” 

 

 

In a Hadith found in Sahih Muslim, number 6853, the Holy Prophet 

Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, advised that whoever 

follows a path seeking knowledge Allah, the Exalted, will make the path to 

Paradise easy for them.  

 

 

This indicates both a physical path someone takes seeking knowledge, 

such as attending lectures and classes, and a path whereby someone 

seeks knowledge without a physical journey. It encompasses all forms of 

knowledge, such as listening, reading, studying and writing about 

knowledge. The path to Paradise has many obstacles preventing a Muslim 

from reaching it. Only the one who possesses knowledge of them and how 

to overcome them will reach Paradise safely. In addition, it easily 

understood that a person cannot reach a city in this world without 

knowledge of its location and the route which leads to it. Similarly, Paradise 

cannot be obtained without knowing these things about it, such as the path 

leading to it.  

 

 

But the important thing to note is that a Muslim’s intention to seek and act 

on knowledge must be to please Allah, the Exalted. Whoever seeks 

religious knowledge for a worldly reason, such as showing off, will end up 

in Hell if they fail to sincerely repent. This has been warned in a Hadith 

found in Sunan Ibn Majah, number 253.  

 

 



In addition, a Muslim must strive to act on their knowledge as knowledge 

without action is of no value or benefit. This is like the one who possesses 

knowledge of a path to safety but does not take it and instead remains in 

an area full of dangers. This is why knowledge can be split into two 

categories. The first is when one acts on their knowledge, which leads to 

piety and an increase in the obedience of Allah, the Exalted. The second is 

when one fails to act on their knowledge. This type will not increase one’s 

obedience to Allah, the Exalted, in fact, it will only increase them in 

arrogance believing they are superior to others even though they are like 

donkeys which carry books that do not benefit it. Chapter 62 Al Jumu’ah, 

verse 5: 

 

 

“…and then did not take it on (did not act on their knowledge) is like that of 

a donkey who carries volumes [of books]…” 

 



“…those who bow and prostrate [in prayer]…” 

 

 

In a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 2618, the Holy Prophet 

Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, warned that the difference 

between belief and disbelief is abandoning the obligatory prayers. 

 

 

In this day and age this has become far too common. Many give up their 

obligatory prayers for trivial reasons all of which are undoubtedly rejected. 

If the obligation of the prayer has not been removed for the one who is 

engaging in battle how can it be removed from anyone else? Chapter 4 An 

Nisa, verse 102: 

 

 

“And when you [i.e., the commander of an army] are among them and lead 

them in prayer, let a group of them stand [in prayer] with you and let them 

carry their arms. And when they have prostrated, let them be [in position] 

behind you and have the other group come forward which has not [yet] 

prayed and let them pray with you, taking precaution and carrying their 

arms…” 

 

 

Neither is the traveller or the sick exempt from offering their obligatory 

prayers. The traveller has been advised to reduce the amount of cycles in 

some of the obligatory prayers in order to reduce the burden for them but 

they have not been exempt from offering them. Chapter 4 An Nisa, verse 

101: 



 

 

“And when you travel throughout the land, there is no blame upon you for 

shortening the prayer…” 

 

 

The sick have been advised to perform dry ablution if contact with water will 

harm them. Chapter 5 Al Ma’idah, verse 6: 

 

 

“…But if you are ill or on a journey or one of you comes from the place of 

relieving himself or you have contacted women and do not find water, then 

seek clean earth and wipe over your faces and hands with it…” 

 

 

In addition, the sick can perform the obligatory prayer in a way which is 

easier for them. Meaning, if they cannot stand they are allowed to sit and if 

they cannot sit they can lay down and offer the obligatory prayer. This is 

confirmed in a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 372. But again, no 

complete exemption is granted to the sick unless one is mentally ill which 

prevents them from comprehending the obligation of the prayer. 

 

  

The other major issue is that some Muslims delay their obligatory prayers 

and offer them beyond their correct times. This clearly contradicts the Holy 

Quran as the believers have been described as those who offer their 

obligatory prayers on time. Chapter 4 An Nisa, verse 103: 



 

 

“…Indeed, prayer has been decreed upon the believers a decree of 

specified times.” 

 

 

Many believe that the following verse of the Holy Quran refers to those who 

unnecessarily delay their obligatory prayers. This has been discussed in 

Tafseer Ibn Kathir, volume 10, pages 603-604. Chapter 107 Al Ma’un, 

verses 4-5: 

 

 

“So woe to those who pray. [But] who are heedless of their prayer.”  

 

 

Here Allah, the Exalted, has clearly cursed those who have adopted this 

evil trait. How can one find success in this world or the next if they have 

been removed from the mercy of Allah, the Exalted? 

 

 

The Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, declared 

in a Hadith found in Sunan An Nasai, number 512, that delaying one's 

obligatory prayers unnecessarily is a sign of hypocrisy. The Holy Quran has 

made it clear that one of the main reasons people will enter Hell is failing to 

establish the obligatory prayers. Chapter 74 Al Muddaththir, verses 42-43: 

 



 

“[And asking them], "What put you into Saqar?" They will say, "We were not 

of those who prayed.” 

 

 

Abandoning the obligatory prayers is such a serious sin that the Holy 

Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, declared in a 

Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 2621, that whoever commits this 

sin has disbelieved in Islam.  

 

 

In addition, no other good deed will benefit a Muslim until their obligatory 

prayers are not established. A Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari, number 553, 

clearly warns that one's good deeds are destroyed if they miss the 

afternoon obligatory prayer. If this is the case for abandoning one 

obligatory prayer can one imagine the penalty of abandoning them all?  

 

 

Observing the obligatory prayers at their correct times has been advised to 

be one of the most beloved deeds to Allah, the Exalted, in a Hadith found in 

Sahih Muslim, number 252. From this one can determine that delaying the 

obligatory prayers beyond their time or completely missing them is one of 

the most hated deeds by Allah, the Exalted.  

 

 

It is an important duty for all elders to encourage the children under their 

care to offer the obligatory prayers from a young age so that they establish 

them before it becomes legally binding on them. Those adults that delay 



this and wait until children are older have failed in this extremely important 

duty. The children who were only encouraged to offer the obligatory 

prayers when it became obligatory on them very rarely established them 

quickly. In most cases, it takes years for them to fulfil this important duty 

correctly. And the blame falls on the elders of the family especially, the 

parents. This is why the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be 

upon him, has advised in a Hadith found in Sunan Abu Dawud, number 

495, that families most encourage their children to offer the obligatory 

prayers when they turn seven years old.  

 

 

Another major issue many Muslims face is that they may offer the 

obligatory prayers but fail to do so correctly. For example, many do not 

complete the stages of the prayer correctly and instead rush through it. In 

fact, a Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari, number 757, clearly warns that the 

one who prays like this has not prayed at all. Meaning, they are not 

recorded as a person who offered their prayer and therefore their obligation 

has not been fulfilled. A Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 265, 

clearly warns that the prayer of the one who does not settle in each position 

of the prayer is not accepted. 

 

 

The Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, 

described the one who does not bow or prostrate correctly in the prayer as 

the worse thief. This has been warned in a Hadith found in Muwatta Malik, 

Book number 9, Hadith number 75. Unfortunately, many Muslims who have 

spent decades offering their obligatory and many voluntary prayers like this 

will find that none of them have counted and thus they will be treated as 

one who did not fulfil their obligation. This is confirmed in a Hadith found in 

Sunan An Nasai, number 1313. 

 



 

The Holy Quran indicates the importance of offering the obligatory prayers 

with congregation usually at a Mosque. Chapter 2 Al Baqarah, verse 43: 

 

 

“…and bow with those who bow [in worship and obedience].” 

 

 

In fact, due to this verse and Hadiths of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, 

peace and blessings be upon him, some reliable scholars have declared 

this obligatory on Muslim men. For example, one Hadith found in Sunan 

Abu Dawud, number 550, clearly warns that the Muslims who would not 

offer their obligatory prayers with congregation at the Mosque were 

considered hypocrites by the Companions, may Allah be pleased with 

them. In fact, the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon 

him, even threatened to burn the houses of the men who failed to perform 

their obligatory prayers at the Mosque with congregation without a valid 

excuse. This is confirmed in a Hadith found in Sahih Muslim, number 1482. 

Those Muslims who are in a position to perform this important deed should 

do so. They should not fool themselves into claiming they are performing 

other righteous deeds such as helping their family with house chores. Even 

though, this is a tradition of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and 

blessings be upon him, according to a Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari, 

number 676, but it is important not to rearrange the importance of his 

traditions according to one's desires. Whoever does this is not following his 

traditions they are only following their own desires even if they are 

performing a righteous deed. In fact, this same Hadith concludes by 

advising that when it was time for the obligatory prayer the Holy Prophet 

Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, would leave for the 

Mosque.



“…those who bow and prostrate [in prayer]…” 

 

 

In a Divine Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari, number 1145, the Holy Prophet 

Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, advised that Allah, the 

Exalted, descends every night to the nearest Heaven according to His 

infinite majesty and invites people to ask Him to fulfill their needs so that He 

can fulfill them. 

 

 

Voluntary night time worship proves one's sincerity towards Allah, the 

Exalted, as no other eyes are watching them. Offering it is a means to 

having an intimate conversation with Allah, the Exalted. And it is a sign of 

one's servanthood to Him. It has countless virtues for example, a Hadith 

found in Sunan An Nasai, number 1614, declares that it is the best 

voluntary prayer. 

 

 

No one will have a rank higher on Judgment Day or in Paradise than the 

Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, and this rank 

has been directly connected to the voluntary night prayer. This shows that 

those who establish the night voluntary prayer will be blessed with the 

highest ranks in both worlds. Chapter 17 Al Isra, verse 79: 

 

 

“And from [part of] the night, pray with it [i.e., recitation of the Quran] as 

additional [worship] for you; it is expected that your Lord will resurrect you 

to a praised station.” 



 

 

A Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 3579, advises that a Muslim is 

closest to Allah, the Exalted, in the last part of the night. Therefore, one can 

derive countless blessings if they remember Allah, the Exalted, at this time.  

 

 

All Muslims desire their supplications to be answered and their needs to be 

fulfilled. Therefore, they should strive to offer the voluntary night prayer as 

a Hadith found in Sahih Muslim, number 1770, advises that there is a 

special hour in every night when good supplications are always answered.  

 

 

Establishing the voluntary night prayer is an excellent way to prevent one 

from committing sins, it helps a person to stay away from pointless social 

gatherings and it protects a person from many physical illnesses. This has 

been advised in a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 3549. 

 

 

One should prepare for the voluntary night prayer by not over eating or 

drinking especially, before bed as it induces laziness. One should not 

unnecessarily tire themself out during the day. A short nap during the day 

can help with this. Finally, one should avoid sins and strive to obey Allah, 

the Exalted, by fulfilling His commands, refraining from His prohibitions and 

by facing destiny with patience as the obedient find it easier to offer the 

voluntary night prayer.  

 



“…those who enjoin what is right and forbid what is wrong…” 

 

 

In a Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari, number 2686, the Holy Prophet 

Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, warned that failing to fulfill 

the important duty of commanding good and forbidding evil can be 

understood with the example of a boat with two levels full of people. The 

people on the lower level keep disturbing the people on the upper level 

whenever they desire to access water. So they decide to drill a hole in the 

lower level so that they can access water directly. If the people on the 

upper level fail to stop them they will all surely drown. 

 

 

It is important for Muslims to never give up commanding good and 

forbidding evil according to their knowledge in a gentle way. A Muslim 

should never believe that as long as they obey Allah, the Exalted, other 

misguided people will not be able to affect them in a negative way. A good 

apple will eventually get affected when placed with rotten apples. Similarly, 

the Muslim who fails to command others to do good will eventually be 

effected by their negative behavior whether it is subtle or apparent. Even if 

the wider society has become heedless one should never give up advising 

their dependents such as their family as not only will their negative 

behavior affect them more but this is a duty on all Muslims according to a 

Hadith found in Sunan Abu Dawud, number 2928. Even if a Muslim is 

ignored by others they should discharge their duty by persistently advising 

them in a gentle way which is supported by strong evidence and 

knowledge. Only in this way will they be protected from their negative 

effects and pardoned on the Day of Judgment. But if they only care about 

themself and ignore the actions of others it is feared that the negative 

effects of others may well lead to their eventual misguidance.  



“…those who enjoin what is right and forbid what is wrong…” 

 

 

In a Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari, number 3267, the Holy Prophet 

Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, warned that the one who 

contradicts their own advice when commanding good and forbidding evil 

will be punished in Hell.  

 

 

Instead of following in the footsteps of the righteous predecessors by 

advising only for the sake of Allah, the Exalted, many people advise for 

other reasons, such as to gain popularity and worldly things. For example, 

some scholars often strive to be in the spotlight of gatherings and events 

and are not pleased with a seat which is to one side as they desire a 

central seat. When their intention became like this Allah, the Exalted, 

removed the positive effect of their advice and thus they now have little 

positive influence over their listeners. They should have shown a practical 

example instead of saying one thing and doing another. This caused their 

advice to become ineffective.  

 

 

Muslims should strive to always act on their own advice before 

commanding others to do so as behaving in this manner is hated by Allah, 

the Exalted. Chapter 61 As Saf, verse 3: 

 

 

“Greatly hateful in the sight of Allah is that you say what you do not do.” 

 



 

This does not mean one must become perfect before advising others as 

this is not possible. Instead, they should correct their intention and prove 

this through their actions by striving to act on their own advice before 

advising others. Only with this attitude will they avoid the punishment 

mentioned in this Hadith. The failure in acting on this principle has caused 

the advice of Muslims to become ineffective even though the number of 

advisers has dramatically increased over the years.  

  



“…those who enjoin what is right and forbid what is wrong…” 

 

 

The Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, has 

advised the importance of objecting to evil things in a Hadith found in 

Sunan Abu Dawud, number 4340. This Hadith clearly shows that it is a duty 

on all Muslims to object to all forms of evil according to their strength and 

means. The lowest level, as mentioned in this Hadith, is rejecting the evil 

with one's heart.  

 

 

This shows internally approving evil actions is one of the ugliest of those 

things which are forbidden. In fact, the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace 

and blessings be upon him, warned in a Hadith found in Sunan Abu 

Dawud, number 4345, that the one who is present when an evil is 

committed and denounces it is like the one who was not present. But the 

one who was absent and approved the evil deed is like the one who was 

present when it was committed.  

 

 

The first two aspects of objecting to evil, mentioned in the main Hadith 

under discussion, are through one’s physical actions and speech. This is 

only a duty on a Muslim who has the strength to do so for example, they 

will not be harmed by their actions or words.  

 

 

It is important to note, objecting to evil with one's hand does not refer to 

fighting. It refers to correcting the evil actions of others, such as returning 



the rights of someone which have been unlawfully violated. The one who is 

in a position to do so yet, refrains from doing so has been warned of a 

punishment in a Hadith found in Sunan Abu Dawud, number 4338. 

 

  

The Holy Prophet, peace and blessings be upon him, has advised Muslims 

in a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 2191, that they should not 

fear the creation in respect to speaking the truth. In fact, the one who 

allows the fear of the creation to prevent them from objecting to evil things 

has been described as the one who hates themself and will be criticized by 

Allah, the Exalted, on Judgment Day. This is confirmed in a Hadith found in 

Sunan Ibn Majah, number 4008. It is important to note, this does not refer 

to the one who remains silent out of fear of being harmed as this is an 

acceptable excuse but it refers to the person who remains silent because of 

the status people hold in their eyes.  

 

 

A Hadith found in Sunan Abu Dawud, number 4341, advises that a person 

can give up objecting to evil things through their actions and speech when 

others obey their greed, follow their incorrect opinions and desires and 

when they prefer the material world over the hereafter. It does not take a 

scholar to conclude this time has arrived. Chapter 5 Al Ma’idah, verse 105. 

 

 

“O you who have believed, upon you is [responsibility for] yourselves. 

Those who have gone astray will not harm you when you have been 

guided…” 

 

 



But it is important to note, a Muslim should continue with this important duty 

in respect to their dependents as this is a duty on them according to a 

Hadith found in Sunan Abu Dawud, number 2928, and in respect to those 

they feel physically and verbally safe from, as this is the superior attitude.   

 

 

Objecting to evil things which are apparent is what the main Hadith under 

discussion refers to. Meaning, it does not grant permission to Muslims to 

spy on others in order to find evil things to object to. Spying and anything 

associated with it in this respect are forbidden. Chapter 49 Al Hujurat, verse 

12: 

 

 

“O you who have believed…do not spy…” 

 

 

It is important to note, that a Muslim must object to evil according to the 

teachings of Islam and not their on desires. A Muslim may believe they are 

acting for sake of Allah, the Exalted, when they are not. This is proven 

when they object to evil in a way which contradicts the teachings of Islam. 

In fact, what is considered a good deed may well become a sin because of 

this negative attitude.  

 

 

A Muslim must object to evil in a gentle and fair way preferably in private in 

accordance to the teachings of the Holy Quran and the traditions of the 

Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him. The opposite 



of these characteristics will only push people away from sincerely repenting 

and may lead to further sins as a result of angering them. 



“…those who enjoin what is right and forbid what is wrong…” 

 

 

Unfortunately, some people experience tests and times of ease yet, do not 

change their character in a positive way. Even though, there are many 

possible causes only one will be discussed in this chapter.  

 

 

In some cases, people do not change for the better because the people 

around them do not encourage them to do so. In fact, many people have 

this habit of only patting others on the back and telling them what they want 

to hear. They somehow believe this is the character of a good companion 

and friend. They falsely believe acting in this way is a sign of their deep 

love and respect for others. But this is completely incorrect as this 

behaviour only encourages one to continue with their attitude without 

improving it. There is nothing wrong with providing emotional comfort to 

others but a good friend will always kindly point out the ways in which their 

friend or relative can improve their character. This will in fact improve the 

quality and condition of their companion’s life in this world and in the next. 

While merely patting others on the back will only provide temporary comfort 

to them but in no way will it improve the situation or their character. The 

correct attitude is possible to achieve without disrespecting others. This is 

the duty of a person towards others especially, their relatives. In reality, if a 

person's friend or relative dislikes their good advice then they do not value 

their relationship with them. A person should never let anything, such as a 

person's age, prevent them from speaking the truth and kindly advising 

them to change their attitude for the better. Even if it is one's own parents 

they should still fulfil this duty as this behaviour is the essence of treating 

them kindly. Simply staying quiet just because they are one’s parents 

should not be the attitude of a person unless they know advising them will 

only lead to further problems for everyone.  



 

 

A shoulder to cry on is only really useful when it leads to a person changing 

for the better. Even if a person’s attitude in a particular situation is correct 

none the less there are always lessons they can learn from the situation, 

which should be pointed out to them by others.  

 

 

To conclude, one must advise others to do good and turn away from evil 

and not only provide emotional support by simply patting others on the 

back. Chapter 5 Al Ma’idah, verse 2: 

 

 

“…And cooperate in righteousness and piety, but do not cooperate in sin 

and aggression…” 

 

 

 



“…and those who observe the limits [set by] Allāh…” 

 

 

In a Hadith found in Sahih Muslim, number 159, the Holy Prophet 

Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, gave a short but far 

reaching piece of advice. He advised people to sincerely declare their belief 

in Allah, the Exalted, and then remain steadfast on it. 

 

  

Remaining steadfast on one’s faith means that they must strive in the 

sincere obedience of Allah, the Exalted, in all aspects of their life. It 

consists of fulfilling the commands of Allah, the Exalted, which relate to 

Him, such as the obligatory fasts and those which relate to people, such as 

treating others kindly. It includes refraining from all the prohibitions of Islam 

which are between a person and Allah, the Exalted, and those involving 

others. A Muslim must also face destiny with patience truly believing Allah, 

the Exalted, chooses what is best for His servants. Chapter 2 Al Baqarah, 

verse 216: 

 

 

“…But perhaps you hate a thing and it is good for you; and perhaps you 

love a thing and it is bad for you. And Allah knows, while you know not.” 

 

 

Steadfastness can include refraining from both types of polytheism. The 

major type is when one worships something other than Allah, the Exalted. 

The minor type is when one shows off their good deeds to others. This has 

been warned in a Hadith found in Sunan Ibn Majah, number 3989. 



Therefore, an aspect of steadfastness is to always act for the sake of Allah, 

the Exalted. 

 

 

It includes obeying Allah, the Exalted, at all times instead of obeying and 

pleasing oneself or others. If a Muslim disobeys Allah, the Exalted, by 

pleasing themself or others they should know neither their desires nor 

people will protect them from Allah, the Exalted. On the other hand, the one 

who is sincerely obedient to Allah, the Exalted, will be protected from all 

things by Him even if this protection is not apparent to them.  

 

 

Remaining steadfast on one’s faith includes following the path set out by 

the Holy Quran and the traditions of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace 

and blessings be upon him, and not adopting a path which deviates from 

this. The one who strives to adopt this path will not need anything else as 

this is enough to keep them steadfast on their faith. 

 

 

As people are not perfect they will undoubtedly make mistakes and commit 

sins. So being steadfast in matters of faith does not mean one has to be 

perfect but it means they must strive to adhere strictly to the obedience of 

Allah, the Exalted, as outlined earlier, and to sincerely repent if they commit 

a sin. This has been indicated in chapter 41 Fussilat, verse 6: 

 

 

“…so take a straight course to Him and seek His forgiveness…” 

 



 

This is further supported by a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 

1987, which advises to fear Allah, the Exalted, and to erase a (minor) sin 

which has occurred by performing a righteous deed. In another Hadith 

found in Imam Malik's Muwatta, book 2, Hadith number 37, the Holy 

Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, advised Muslims 

to try their best to remain steadfast on the obedience of Allah, the Exalted, 

even though they will not be able to do it perfectly. Therefore, a Muslim’s 

duty is to fulfil the potential they have been given through their intention 

and physical actions in the steadfast obedience of Allah, the Exalted. They 

have not been commanded to achieve perfection as this is not possible.  

 

 

It is important to note, that one cannot remain steadfast in the obedience of 

Allah, the Exalted, through their physical actions without purifying their 

heart first. As indicated in a Hadith found in Sunan Ibn Majah, number 

3984, the limbs of the body will only act in a pure way if the spiritual heart is 

pure. Purity of heart is only achieved by gaining and acting on the 

teachings of the Holy Quran and the traditions of the Holy Prophet 

Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him.  

 

 

Steadfast obedience requires one to control their tongue as it expresses 

the heart. Without controlling the tongue steadfast obedience to Allah, the 

Exalted, is not possible. This has been advised in a Hadith found in Jami At 

Tirmidhi, number 2407. 

 

 



Finally, if any deficiency in the steadfast obedience of Allah, the Exalted, 

occurs one must make sincere repentance to Allah, the Exalted, and seek 

the forgiveness of people if it involves their rights. Chapter 46 Al Ahqaf, 

verse 13: 

 

 

“Indeed, those who have said, "Our Lord is Allah," and then remained on a 

right course - there will be no fear concerning them, nor will they grieve.” 



“…and those who observe the limits [set by] Allāh…” 

 

 

In a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 1205, the Holy Prophet 

Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, advised that the lawful and 

unlawful have been made clear by Islam. In between them are doubtful 

things which should be avoided in order to protect one's faith and honor. 

 

 

The vast majority of Muslims are aware of the obligatory duties and the 

majority of unlawful things, such as drinking alcohol. So these create no 

doubt within Muslims therefore they should act accordingly. Meaning, fulfil 

the obligatory duties and abstain from the unlawful according to the 

traditions of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon 

him. All other things which are not obligatory and create a doubt in society 

should therefore be avoided. Allah, the Exalted, will not question why 

someone did not perform a voluntary deed instead He will ask why they 

performed a voluntary deed. Therefore, leaving the voluntary action will 

have no consequences in the hereafter whereas performing a voluntary 

deed will namely, punishment, reward or forgiveness. It is important for 

Muslims to act on this short but extremely important Hadith as it will solve 

and prevent many problems and debates. It is important to understand that 

when one indulges in doubtful or even vain things it will take them one step 

closer to the unlawful. For example, sinful speech is often preceded by vain 

and useless speech. Therefore, it is much safer for a Muslim’s faith and 

honor to avoid doubtful and vain things.  

 
 



“…and those who observe the limits [set by] Allāh…” 

 

 

It is important to understand that the prohibitions and commands of Allah, 

the Exalted, do not exist to make people's life harder. They only exist in 

order to  benefit people in both this world and in the next even if these 

benefits are not apparent to people. For example, the negative effects of 

alcohol, which science has proven, was not always apparent such as its 

negative effect on the organs of the body. It only became unlawful in Islam 

to protect people from this and other harms. In addition, It is an aspect of 

faith to accept something without understanding its wisdoms. If all the 

wisdoms of the commands and prohibitions were made apparent then it 

would not allow Muslims to possess complete faith. Allah, the Exalted, does 

not benefit from these commands and prohibitions only people do.  



“…And give good tidings to the believers.” 

 

 

In a Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari, number 6125, the Holy Prophet 

Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, advised Muslims to 

make things easy for others instead of making things difficult. And to 

give glad tidings to others and not scare them. 

 

 

A Muslim should always make things easy firstly for themself by learning 

and acting on Islamic knowledge so that they can fulfill their obligatory 

duties, act on the established traditions of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, 

peace and blessings be upon him, and fulfill their needs and the needs 

of their dependents. This will provide them with plenty of time to enjoy 

lawful things without being wasteful or extravagant. A Muslim should act 

according to their strength in respect to voluntary righteous deeds and 

not over burden themself as this is disliked in Islam. This has been 

advised in a Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari, number 6465. A balanced 

approach is always best. 

 

  

In addition, Muslims should make things easy for others especially, in 

religious matters so that people do not grow averse to Islam believing it 

is a burdensome religion when it in fact is a simple and easy religion. 

This is confirmed in a Hadith found in Imam Bukhari's, Adab Al Mufrad, 

number 287. This is important to teach others, especially children. If 

children wrongfully believe Islam is a difficult religion they will turn away 

from it when they get older. Children should be taught that Islam has 

some obligations which do not take much time to fulfill and leaves plenty 

of time for them to have fun in good ways. 

 



  

But it is important to note, making things easy for oneself or others in 

religious matters does not mean a Muslim should be lazy and teach 

others to be lazy as the minimum obligations must be fulfilled at all times 

unless one is exempt by Islam. The one who acts lazily is not obeying 

Allah, the Exalted, only their own desires. 

 

 

Another aspect of making things easy for others includes a Muslim not 

demanding their full rights from others. Instead, they should use the 

means, such as their physical or financial strength, to help themself and 

make things easy for others. In some cases, failing to fulfil the rights of 

others can lead to punishment. In order to make things easy for others a 

Muslim should therefore only demand their rights in some cases. This 

does not mean a Muslim should not strive to fulfil the rights of others but 

it means they should try to overlook and excuse the people they have 

rights over. For example, a parent can excuse their adult child from a 

particular house chore and do it themself if they possess the means to 

do so without trouble especially if they child returns home from work 

exhausted. This leniency and mercy will not only cause Allah, to Exalted, 

to be more merciful to them but it will also increase the love and respect 

people have for them. The one who always demands their full rights is 

not a sinner but they will lose out on this reward and outcome if they 

behave in this manner.  

 

 

Muslims should make things easy for others and hope Allah, the 

Exalted, will make things easy for them in this world and in the next. But 

those who make things difficult for others may find that Allah, the 

Exalted, makes things difficult for them in both worlds. 

 

 



A Muslim must remind themself and others of the countless blessings of 

Allah, the Exalted, and the great reward He bestows on Muslims in this 

world and in the next on those who obey Him by fulfilling His commands, 

refraining from His prohibitions and by facing destiny with patience 

according to the traditions of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and 

blessings be upon him. This approach, in most cases, is more effective 

in encouraging people towards the obedience of Allah, the Exalted. Only 

in some cases when someone is indulging in wishful thinking and 

disobeying Allah, the Exalted, while expecting they will succeed should a 

Muslim warn them of the consequences of their actions thereby, 

inspiring the fear of Allah, the Exalted, in them. 

 

  

A balance is best whereby one uses hope in Allah, the Exalted, to 

encourage His obedience and fear of Him in order to prevent sins. And 

whenever one feels imbalanced or observes others who have become 

imbalanced a Muslim should act appropriately in order to adjust themself 

and others back to the correct middle path. 
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